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PREFACE 

This book is intended for the use of students in Advanced 
Science Classes. It has been written with the object of giving 
an account of the chief points of the theory of Optics, both 
Geometrical and Physical, without making great demands 
from students in the way of Mathematical attainments. I 
have made some very elementary applications of the Dif- 
ferential Calculus ; but have, in general, given as well alter- 
native methods, or have indicated how the results could be 
otherwise obtained; and have, I hope, by occasionally pre- 
senting the two methods of solution side by side, done some- 
thing to encourage students in the use of the shorter and 
more elegant one. The entire book may thus be read without 
any more advanced knowledge of Mathematics than Higher 
Trigonometry. 

I Rave throughout kept in view the experimental side of 
the subject, and have given some account of the methods 
of making experiments and optical measurements, as w'ell as 
indicating experiments that can be performed sometimes by 
very simple means in illustration of important phenomena. 



vi Preface. 

The majority of the illustrations have been engraved from 
my drawings. For others I am indebted to various books, 
and in particular to Glazebrook's ‘‘ Physical Optics ” and 
Jamin’s “ Cours de Physique.” I have also to thank Messrs. 
Nalder Bros, and Co. for the illustration of their optical 
bench. 

W. T. A. EMTAGE. 

London, 

Scptcmhci\ 1896 . 
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LIGHT. 


CUAPTKR I. 

RECTUJNEAR PKOPAGAT/OX OF LIGHT, 

For an object to be seen, there must be light by which to see 
it. Light is an action taking place in the space between the 
object seen and the eye which sees it ; and which must also, 
as a rule, exist independently of the object. For most bodies 
are seen only by means of the modifications which they produce 
in light; only those which are self-luminous — that is, which 
could be seen if taken into a dark room — arc themselves the 
sources of the light by which they are seen. As a rule, a body 
is seen through modifying fin various \rays light coming from 
an independent source, as, for instance, the sun or a candle ; 
and, by means of the light so modified and then reaching our 
eyes, we are able to form a judgment of the body with regard 
to form, colour, size, and distance. A large part of the study 
of light consists in considering the various ways in wdiich it is 
modified by different bodies, either in passing off from the 
body when it has fallen on its surface, or in passing into it 
if the body is transparent — that is, if it allows light to pass 
through it and come out again as light. 

Whatever be the nature of the action which we call light, 
there are certain simple geometrical laws which this action 
obeys, and the study of which will not depend on the physical 
natye of the action. The study of these laws \vill lead to 
many important results, as, for instance, those which relate to 
optical instruments ; and will explain many optical phenomena, 
such as the chief phenomena of the rainbow. This part of the 
study is called Geometrical Optics. 

The study of the phenomena which indicate the physical 
nature of light is called Physical Optics. 

In the geometrical study of light the first thing that we- 
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must notice is its passage in straight lines. In any homo- 
geneous medium, as in a vacuum or in homogeneous atmo- 
spheric air, the action by which a small body or single point, 
as we may call it, of an object is seen at a given point takes 
place in the straight line joining the body to the point. We 
may show this by means of the following experiment : — 

Take three screens, with small holes pierced in them. 
Adjust the three holes in a straight line by any means, such 
as by getting a stretched thread to pass through the three 
without being constrained by the edges of the middle hole. 
Light may now be seen to pass through the three holes ; but if 
any one of the screens is displaced, the light is cut off. Again, 
if the screens are arranged as diaphragms in the same tube, 
and so adjusted that light passes through the holes, then, how- 
ever the tube be rotated about its axis, light will continue to 
pass through. But obviously, if the light has a given path in 
space between the extreme holes, the middle one can only be 
so arranged as to suit the passage of the light (however the 
tube be rotated) if the path is a straight line. 

[So well recognized is it that light travels in straight lines, 
that the readiest method of getting three such apertures in a 
.straight line would be by so arranging them that light from 
any source passes through all three.] 

A ray of light, in geometrical optics, must be taken to 
mean simply a straight line along which light passes; that 
is, any straight line drawn from the source of light, or from 
any visible point, is a ray. 

A pencil is the light in an assemblage of rays in general 
passing through a single point ; that is, it consists geometri- 
cally of all the rays contained in a cone, generally of very 
small angle, having this point as its vertex. An eye sees a 
visible point by means of all the light in a pencil having that 
point as vertex, and which enters the pupil of the eye. A 
pencil may consist, however, of rays coming from or going to 
a point ; that is, it may be either divergent or convergent. 
Or, again, the rays may be parallel to each other ; then the 
pencil is called a parallel pencil. The vertex of the cone, 
or point through which all the rays pass, is called the focus 
of the pencil. But we shall have to consider pencils in which 
there is no single point through which all the rays pass. 

A beam is the light in any assemblage of rays coming not 
necessarily from a single point ; as, for instance, the light 
which would come from the whole body of the sun through an 
^aperture formed in a screen. 
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Rectilinear Propagation of Light, 

The words ray and pencil, in geometrical reasoning and 
constructions, need not be taken to have any physical signifi- 
cance beyond showing the directions of passage of the light. 
The straight line joining two apertures, which may be regarded 
as points, in two screens, is the line along which passes the 
light that is received by an eye that looks through the apertures 
simultaneously. This light itself is sometimes spoken of as a 
ray. Tlut according to the definitions here given it would be 
a small beam. 

Suppose a ray of light to be bent out of its course by any 
cause. Then by the deviation of the ray is meant the angle 
between its initial and final directions, both directions being 
reckoned in the sense in which the light travels. So that if, 
for instance, a ray is bent right back on itself, as by reflexion, 
its deviation is i8o^ 

Although a ray, as already said, is generally taken to be a 
straight line, it will frequently be convenient to speak of the 
path of the light all along its course, even though deviated, as 
a ray. 

Suppose we have a point source of light illuminating a 
surface, say a screen. Now let an opaque object be inter- 
posed between the source and the screen, so as to cut oft* the 
light from a part only of the screen. The area from which 
the light is thus cut off by tfle object is called the shadow of 
the object. If we describe a cone, with its vertex at the point 
and its sides all touching the opac^ue object, this is called a 
shadow-cone, and gives, by its intei section with any surface, 
the shadow which the object will cast on that surface. In the 
case of a theoretical point source, as here considered, the 
edge of the shadow would be absolutely defined, all points 
within it being completely cut oft' from illumination by the 
source, and all points outside it being uninfluenced by the 
presence of the shadow-casting object. Such a theoretical 
shadow is called a geometrical shadow. As a matter of 
fact, any source of light is of finite extent, so that the edge of 
a shadow cannot be so well defined. And further, on account 
of th^ peculiar nature of light, the illumination on the screen 
must vary continuously, although it may vary very rapidly ; 
that is, it is impossible to pass with absolute abruptness from 
points in complete shadow to points where the illumination is 
full. At the same time, the effect due to this cause is so small 
that very special means must be taken to show it, and we 
may, as a rule, consider the definition of the edge of the 
shadow as independent of this cause. Although we cannot* 
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have a point source in practice, simple experiments will show 
that the more limited the source of light is, the better defined 
is the shadow. A very small gas flame will gi’ C a better 
shadow than a large one, although the large one gives much 
more illumination. The sharp shadows, too, given by an 
arc lamp may be referred to. 

Now let us consider an illuminating source of finite extent, 
such as S, and let a shadow-casting object, O, be placed between 
this and a screen, lly drawing the common tangent lines to 



S and O, and producing them to meet the screen, we sec that 
they divide the screen into three parts: (i) a region within 
the curve A B, which is illuminated by no part of S, or such 
as that S can be sten from no point of it ; ( 2 ) a region outside 
the curve C D which is fully illuminated, or with the illumina- 
'tion of which O in no way interferes, or such that S is 
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fully visible from any point of it ; (3) a region between A B 
and C D, any point of which is only partly illuminated, O 
cutting o^ the illumination that w'ould reach this point from 
a portion of S, or this region is such that S is only partly 
visible froiAi any point of it. This third region is called a 
penumbra. It is clear that the illumination in it will 
increase uniformly as we pass outward from the boundary 
.A B to the boundary C D. 

A penumbra may exist without a shadow, as the accom- 
panying figure shows. In this case O is too small to cast a 



complete shadow. The region A B receives illumination from 
S on both sides of O. The screen could, however, be put 
nearer to O in such a position as to show a shadow. 

Camera Obscura. — If a small hole is made in the shutter 
of a darkened room, and a screen placed so that light can fall 
on iUthrough the hole, the objects outside being well lighted, 
an inverted image of them will be formed on the screen. For 
from each point without, a small pencil of light will pass 
through the aperture and illuminate a very small portion of 
the screen. The assemblage of images so formed of the 
outside points will be an image of the objects. This will not 
be very clear and well defined, because to each point there 
will correspond on the screen a small illuminated area of* 


6 


Light. 

size depending on the size of the aperture ; and these areas 
will overlap each other, and thus produce a blurred image. 
The image may be made sharper by diminishing the size of 
the aperture ; l)ut then the amount of illumination on the 
screen is diminished. 

A similar experiment may be made by holding a sheet of 
j)aper with a pin-hole in it between a lighted candle and a 
screen, when an inverted image of the candle will be produced ^ 
on the screen. 

Law of Inverse Squares. — Suppose we have a source 
of light, S, whose dimensions are so small compared with the 
other distances in question that it may be regarded as a 
theoretical point source. l.et this illuminate a surface, A 11 C 1), 
so that A BCD receives all the light coming from S in the 
cone S A B C 1 ). 1 .et now ABC 1 j be removed and another 

surface, A'B'C'l)', be illuminated instead of it. I^t this be 
held parallel to the old position of A BC D, and just twice 
a.s far off from S. Let it be of such dimensions as just to 



receive the illumin:ition which fell on A B C D. Jt is cleai 
that its linear dimensions must be double those of ABCl). 
Thus the mean illumination falling on A'B'C'D' ])c^ unit 
area is one-fourth of that w’hich fell on A B C D. Or again, 
the mean illuminations per unit area at two points, P, P', of 
the two surfaces in the same straiglit line with S are in the 
ratio of 4 to i. 

This reasoning may be easily generalized, and we see that, 
whatever be the distances of S from two surfaces, or two parts 
of the same surface, the illuminations per unit area at tivo points 
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where the surfaces are equally itulined to their distances from S, 
arc inversely proportional to the squares of those distances. 

This law of inverse squares may be verified experi- 
mentally, It is comparatively easy to judge whether two 
contiguous portions of the same surface, such as a screen of 
white, are equally illuminated, when they are illuminated from 
sources of the same quality, that is, giving light of the same 
colour, care being taken that the portion which is to be 
examined, that is illuminated by either source, is entirely 
screened from the other. This may be done by placing a 
rod so that the shadows formed of it on the screen by the 
two sources are contiguous ; or by other methods shortly to be 
described. The portion in the shadow of the rod formed by 
one source is then illuminated only by the other source, and 
we have two adjoining portions of the screen illuminated, one 
by one source, and the other by the other. Now let five 
candles of the same sort be taken, and let one be used as one 
source, and four placed close together as the other source. It 
will be found that, to make the illuminations equal, the second 
source must be just twice as far off as the first. Thus we 
infer that the illumination on the screen due to a candle at a 
given distance is four times as great as if the candle is at 
twice that distance. The experiment may be varied by using 
different numbers of candles? 

Law of Cosines. — We have hitherto considered how the 
illumination received at a point of a surface depends on its 
distance from the source when its inclination to that distance 
is unaltered. We shall now consider the effect of that 
inclination. 

Consider a very narrow pencil from a distant point 
source falling on a surface, the pencil being so narrow that its 



rays may be considered parallel. Let the surface at first be 
normal to these, and let s be the infinitesimal portion of the 
area illuminated by the pencil. Now turn the surface so that 
it intersects the pencil at the same distance from^ the source, 
but so that its normal where the pencil meets it makes an 
angle, /, with the rays of the pencil. The area whicli now* 
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j 

receives the illumination of the pencil is - - ; that is, the 

same amount of illumination is now received by a surface 
equal in area to the original one -r cos i ; or, the illumination 
received per unit area is equal to what it was in the former 
case X cos /. Thus we have the law that the illumination per 
unit area received by a surface is proportional to the cosine 
of the angle at which its normal is inclined to its distance 
from the source of light. 

Radiating Surface. — Consider a surface radiating light, 
and which is equally bright all over, that is, emitting the same 
amount of illumination per unit area of surface at all points, 
such as a red-hot ball of metal ; or, roughly speaking, the sun 
would be an example. Experiment shows that to a distant 
eye all parts of this surface appear equally bright. 'I'his means 
that two portions of the surface subtending etiual solid angles, or 
having the same apparent size at the eye, send eriujil amounts 
of illumination to it, no matter what their inclinations may be. 

Now consider two small portions of the radiating surface 
at A and C sending illumination to a distant eye along A 11 
and C D. Let the normal at s be along A B, tind that at 
y inclined at an angle / to C 1 ). Let s and / be of sucli 
sizes as to appear equally large the eye. Then (as staled 
above) experiment shows that s and s' send equal amounts of 



illumination to the eye. But the apparent size of s' isp the 
orthogonal section of the cone C D at C, that is, s' cos u Thus 
i' emits in the direction C D the same amount of illumination 
as wmld be emitted normally by a i)ortion of area / cos /. 
And it follows that the illumination emitted in any direction 
by a given element of illuminating surface is proportional to the 
cosine of the angle that the normal to that dement makes with 
that direction. 
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Solid Angle.— It will be well to explain here fully what 
is mqant by a solid angle. Suppose wc have a sphere of 
radius unity. The solid angle which any portion of its area 
subtends at the centre is measured by the number of units of 
area in that portion. 1'his is also called the solid angle of the 
cone which has its vertex at the centre and hose sides pass 
through the contour of the given portion of surface. Now 
imagine another sphere con- 
centric with the first, and of 
radius Consider the por- 
tion of its surface cut out by 
the same cone. This sub- 
tends the same solid angle at 
the centre as the portion con- 
sidered of the first sphere. 

And the portion of its area 
subtending this angle is x 
the corresponding portion of 
the other sphere. The solid angle may be measured by area 
of sphere 

Any element of area subtends at a given point O, distant 
/• from y — r being normal to s — a solid angle whose measure is 

p. If the normal to s makes an angle, /, with /*, to find the 

solid angle subtended by ^ at ( ), we must consider what area 
at the same distance ;'from C), and normal to r, would sub- 
tend the same solid angle at C>. This is the orthogonal 

— ^ ' 

O s r 

Kk.. 7- 

section at j' of the elementary cone, having O as vertex and 
j for an oblique section. And the area of this orthogonal 
section is s cos /, Thus, generally, the solid angle subtended 
at O by i-, at a distance /• from 9, and having us normal 

, 1 ■ . • cos i 

incithed at an angle / to r, is 

From the above two laws, namely, the law of inverse squares 
and the cosine law, it follows that the amount of illumination 
received at a point from any portion of a uniformly bright 
surface depends simply on the solid angle subtended by that 
portion at the point. For suppose an element of area s, at 
distance r from a given point, and having its normal inclined 
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at an angle i to The illumination which s sends to the 
s cos / 

point is proportional to - \ but this is the solid angle 

subtended by s at the point. 


PHOnOMETRV. 

It is a matter of considerable practical importance to be 
able to measure the amount of illumination emitted by a given 
source or to compare it with that emitted by a standird 
illuminator. The standard illuminator in general use is a 
sperm candle burning at the rate of 120 grains per hour. 
Other more convenient sources may be used, as, for instance, 
a gas flame with an aperture of definite size through which 
its light is emitted. Illuminators, it should be noticed, too, 
are not, as a rule, equally bright all round ; it may be necessary 
lo compare the light emitted by them in various directions 
with the standard light. 

By the illuminating power or intensity of a source 
of light, we mean the ratio of the light emitted by it to that 
emitted by the standard source ; or the ratio of the illumina- 
tions thrown by the two sources normally on surfaces of ecjual 
extent and at equal distances from the sources. 

By the intrinsic luminosity of a surface, we mean the 
quantity of light, as compared with that emitted by a standard 
source, emitted per unit area of the surface normally, or 
emitted per unit of apparent area of the surface in any direc- 
tion, since, as we have seen, the surface appears equally bright 
when viewed at any inclination. 

To compare the intensities of two sources, the plan alwa} s 
adopted is to cause the sources to illuminate two surfaces, so 
arranged that they can readily be compared with each other, 
and to adjust the distances of the sources from the surfaces 
till the surfaces are equally illuminated, or appear equally 
bright — care being taken that each surface receives no other 
illumination than that coniing from one of the sources, '(he 
distances d' of the surfaces from the sources are then 
measured ; and if I, 1 ' are the intensities of the sources, since 
the surfaces are equally illuminated, or there is the same 
amount of illumination per unit area at each of them, we 
have — 

I ^ r 
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Or— 

I _ ^ 
r “ iP 

'J’luis the illuminating powers are in the direct ratio of the 
squares of the distances. This operation is called photometry^ 
and any apparatus by which it is carried out is a photometer. 
Various ]>hotomctcrs have been employed for comparing 
intensities. 

Rumford’s, or Shadow Photometer.— The two lights 
to be compared are placed before a screen, say of white paper, 
and a rod is placed between them and the screen so as to cast 
two shadows on the screen. The lights and rod are adjusted 
so as to make the shadows contiguous and equally dark. The 
lights and the rod should be nearly in the same normal to the 
screen, so that the portions of surface examined should be 
illuminated normally. Now, the surface in the shadow formed 
by each light is illuminated only by the other; so that the 
illuminations produced by the two lights on the part of the 
screen examined are ctjual. If, then, the distances of the lights 
from the common boundary of the shadows where the illumi- 
nations appear equal are measured, the squares of these 
distances are in the ratio of the intensities. 

Bouguer's Photometftr. — The illuminated screen is made 
of ground glass, tissue paper, or some substance which will 
show the illumination behind. A blackened screen or 
diaphragm is placed normally to this, dividing it into two 
portions. The two lights are then adjusted close to the 
blackened diaphragm, so as to illuminate the two portions 
of the screen into which it is divided by the edge of the 
diaphragm, equally at their common boundary. By measuring 
the distances of the lights from this boundary, we can compare 
the intensities as before. 

Bunsen’s Photometer. — Bunsen adopted the plan of 
using a screen in which one portion, in the centre, is made 
more translucent than the rest by means of a spot of grease. 
Thifc lights are placed on the two sides of the screen. Then, 
if the two sides are unequally illuminated, the grease spot 
will appear darker than the rest on the more illuminated side, 
and brighter on the other side. By arranging the lights so as 
to produce similar appearances on the two sides, wc kno\v 
that we have produced equal illuminations. 

In Letheby’s modification there are two mirrors, M, M', on 
the two sides of the screen S, so that the two sides may be 
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seen at the same time by the two eyes. The lights are at I, T ; 
and the screen with its mirrors can be moved to and fro along 
a divided scale between them. 



Of lliese photometers the last described givc;s the IjcsI 
results for purposes of accuracy. Rumford’s is a very con- 
venient arrangement for forming a rough estimate of the 
comparative values of two lights, as the presence of other 
lights, or of stray light in the room, produces little efiect. 

In comparing the values of different lights, the question 
of quality is of great importance, that is, the colours of the 
lights, one light having more of blue, while another has more 
of led in it. Two observers may form very different estimates 
of the comparative values of two lights, simply because of the 
different ways in wjiich their eyes are affected by them, some 
c'yes being more sensitive to red light and others to blue. 
Thus the light from an arc lamp is much bluer than that from 
a gas flame; and so an observer having eyes very sensitive 
to blue light may give a higher value of the intensity of the 
arc lamp, when compared with k gas flame, than another 
would. I'o get over this difficulty, the following plan is 
frequently adopted : Two sets of observations are taken, 
letting the light from the two sources pass in the two cases 
through red glass and through green glass ; and the mean of 
the results so obtained is taken. 


KxAxMI'J.ES. 

1. A luminous circular disc i foot in diauictri* is placed at I2 feel 
distance from a screen and parallel to it ; an opafpie disc 2 feet in 
diameter is placed symmetrically between llicm, and at a distance of 4 
feet from the screen: find the diameter of the umbia and of tlie 
])cnumbra. 

2. A luminous circular disc 10 cms. in diameter is )>laced at 100 enis. 
distance from a screen, and parallel to it : (ind the least distance froi%thc 
disc at which an opa»jue square 5 cms. in the side must be placed, parallel 
to it and the screen, so that there shall be no complete shadow, 

3. A uniformly blight surface is looked at through an aperture held 
close to the eye, and so narrow that the border of the surface is never seen : 
explain why the amount of light received by the eye is indep^. ndciit of the 
distance of the surface. 

. Ill using I^theby’s phototnetcr to measure the candle-power of a 
lamp, the standard light of 2 candle-power is set at a point which is fouml 
to be 27 cms. on the negative side of the zero pf the scale ; and the lamp 
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is set at the reading 130 cms. ; the screen receives equal illuminations 
when it is at 25*5 cms. : find the candle-power of the lamp. 

5. (If two small, equally bright surfaces, one is a scpiarc and the other 
a circle whose radius is equal to the side of the square ; they are set at 
distances in the ratio 1 : 2 from a point at which they arc to produce equal 
illuininations : if the circle is at right angles to the line joining it with 
the point, lind how the square must be placed. 


CHAPTER IT. 

REFLEXION, MIRRORS. 

A UEAM of light falling on a polished surface undergoes 
reflexion ; that is, after striking the surface, it passes away from 
it in a definite direction, depending on its direction before 
meeting the surface. The polished reflecting surface is 
generally spoken of in optics as a mirror. 

The manner in which the direction of light falling on a 
polished surfiice is modified is specified in the laws of 
reflexion, which we shall shortly state. These laws refer to 
a single ray of light falling on the mirror, and reflected ofl:' as 
a ray. They may be taken as experimentally proved for a 
very limited beam or pencil which approximates to a straight 
line. And, with regard fo their application, for any finite 
pencil, by tracing the positions of the various reflected rays, 
we can determine the whole reflected pencil, liefore stating the 
laws, it will be useful to explain the jxicanings of some terms. 

The light falling on a reflecting surface is called incident 
light ; and any ray of this light is called an incident ray. 
Any ray of the reflected light is called a reflected ray. 

Suppose the normal to the mirror at the point where the 
incident strikes it and where the reflected ray leaves it to be 
drawn ; then the plane containing the normal and the incident 
ray is called the plane of incidence, and the plane con- 
taining the normal and the reflected ray is called the plane 
of reflexion. 

^The angle between the incident ray and the normal is 
called the angle of incidence; the angle between the 
normal and the reflected ray is called the angle of reflexion. 

The Laws of Reflexion are these — 

I. The incident ray, the normal ray, and the r^ected ray 
are in one plane. 

II. The incident and the reflected rays make equal angles 
with the normal. 
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These laws may be approximately verified as follows : A 
circle is divided into degrees. Two tubes are set on it, each 
having a diaphragm with a small aperture at each end, and 

with the line of the apertures 
pointing to the centre of the 
circle and parallel to its plane, 
the tube being cai)able of 
rotating about an axis through 
the centre of the circle and at 
right angles to it. The lines 
of apertures of the two lubes 
move in the same plane i)a- 
rallel to the circle. A small 
mirror is set on the circle, at 
its centre, at right angles to 
the line joining the divisions 
o"’ and i8o^ Now, if light is 
allowed to fall throi;gh one 
tube on the mirror, the other 
tube may be set to receive the reflected light, — which proves 
the first law; and when it is so set it will always he found to 
make the same angle with the line o^-i8o'\ which is normal 
to the mirror, as the first, — which is the second law. 

This, as has been said, is only tin approximate method of 
verifying the laws, since the experiments described do not 
admit of very great accuracy. What must be taken as the 
most rigorous proof is the consistency of the results got by 
assuming the laws as the basis of observations susceptible of 
a high degree of accuracy. Similar remarks apply to a great 
many, if not to most, physical law's ; the best proof of the laws 
being the uniform consistency of the results got by assuming 
their truth, the experiments adapted for proving them directly 
not being capable of great accuracy. 

As we have said, the light by which we see an ordinary 
unpolished surface is light which has first fallen on it and 
then passes off again. This light is sometimes called diffused^ 
or irre\^ularly reflected. It is generally only a much sin^Jler 
portion of “the light that falls on the surface than regularly 
reflected light is. It docs not follow the laws of reflexion, but 
passes off from the surface in all directions. There is no 
perfect reflector. Any surface will diffuse some of the light 
that falls on it. It is the diffused light only that renders the 
body visible ; regularly reflected light only showing images of 
other objects. 
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Image of Point formed by Plane Mirror.— Let A be 
a luminous or visible point. Let us consider how it would be 
seen by means of light reflected from a plane mirror. Take 
any ray from A to the mirror, and suppose this to lie in the 
plane of the paper : let it be A P. Let the normal from A to 
the mirror be also in the plane of the paper. Let X Y denote 
the intersection of the paper with the mirror, which is thus at 



right angles to the paper. The plane of the paper, being the 
plane of inciden ce, will also be the plane of reflexion. Let 
P Q be the reflected ray from the point P. A pencil of rays 
such as P Q, R S, will proceed from the mirror, and would be 
received by an eye if directed along Q P. 

No\v draw A M perpendicular to the mirror, and produce it 
to R, making M B equal to A M. Join B P. Then in the triangles 
A M P, B M P, the angle B P M = the angle A P M, and .". = the 
angle Q P V. And Q P is in the same plane with B P and X Y ; 

B P Q is a straight line. Thus the ray P Q, and similarly all 
the ^fleeted rays, would, if produced backwards, pass through 
the point B. To an eye directed along QP, therefore, the 
reflected pencil of light which enters it produces the same 
appearance as a visible point similar to A placed at B, the 
mirror being removed. 

Images. — 'Phe point B is called the image of A. It should 
be noticed that the reflected light is just the same as if it had 
really come from B. The same action is going on in the 



pencil P Q as if A and the mirror were removed and a visible 
point were placed at B to emit this pencil. An object from 
whose various points pencils proceed will form an image con- 
sisting of the assemblage of images of its various points. If 
the pencils of light proceeding from the various points of an 
object undergo change of direction, so that they then proceed, 
or appear to proceed, from another assemblage of points, this 
new assemblage of points is called the image of the object. 
If the deviated rays actually pass through the points of the 
image, the image is said to be real. If the deviated rays only 
appear to pass through the points of the image, the image is 
said to be virtual. Thus the image of a point formed by 
reflexion in a plane mirror is virtual. 

Image of Object formed by Plane Mirror. -This may 
be found by constructing the images f)f the various points of 
the object. It is such that the straight line joining any point 
of the object with the corresi)onding point of the image is 
bisected at right angles by the reflecting surflicc. 'Fhe diagram 
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shows how the pencils of light from the various points of an 
object reach an eye situated at E, after reflexion at the mirror 
X Y, in the same manner as if they had come from the igiage 
of the object. 

Lateral Inversion. — The points of the image have not in 
all respects the same relative positions as the points of the 
object. If, for example, the image formed in a plane mirror 
of a printed page be observed, then all the letters and words 
will be inverted, so that, the top and bottom keeping their 
places, the right hand side of each Tetter becomes the left, and 



Mirrors, 


17 


vice versA^ and the words and lines will run from right to left 
instead of from left to right. If the image of the face be 
observed, the image of the right side is the left side of the 
image. This inversion which is produced in the image is 
called lateral inversion. 

Reflexion of Convergent Pencils by a Plane 
Mirror. — Suppose P is the focus of the converging pencils, 
so that all the rays are, before reaching the mirror, proceeding 



to the point P behind the mirror. Draw P N perpendicular to 
the surface, and ^ake Q on the other side, so that Q N is equal 
to N P. Then wc may show, just as for a diverging pencil, 
that all the rays after reflexion pass through Q. Thjus Q is 
the focus of the reflected pencil; or Q is the image of P 
formed by the mirror. An eye in front of the mirror will see 
a real image at Q. 

If a real image of an object is produced by any means, and 
a plane mirror is placed in the way of the pencils, so that the 
image cannot be formed where it would have been, a real 
imagp will be formed by the reflected rays. And this image 
is constructed from the other, in the same way as a virtual 
image in a plane mirror from the object, by drawing per- 
pendiculars and producing them. 

Reflexion at Several Plane Surfaces. — Pencils of light 
from a visible object may undergo reflexions at more surfaces 
than one before reaching the eye. To consider, first, the case 
of two reflexions ; it must be remembered that the light, after 

c 
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the first reflexion, is proceeding in just the same way as if it 
had come from an object coinciding with the image formed 
by the first mirror. To find the result of the second reflexion, 
therefore, we have merely to consider tliis imngc as an oljject, 
and so construct the image of it in the second mirror, 'riiis, 
again, may give rise to another image in the first mirror, or 
perhaps in a third mirror ; and so on. 

Suppose we have two mirrors only. For an object to be 
able to give an image in either mirror, it must be in front of 
the mirror, that is, so that perpendiculars drawn from it to the 
plane of the mirror meet it on the reflecting side. 'I’lic same, 
too, is true for any one of the images. If there is formed in 
one mirror an image which is behind the other mirror, this 
image can give rise in the latter mirror to no new image. 
Rays of light proceeding from it (or, as if they came from it) 
could not strike the latter mirror. 

Iwo murors at right a/ig/a . — Call the mirrors Af„ M.j. 



Let C be the object. This will give rise to images I„ I 2 in 
the two mirrors. Ij will give in Ma an image which may be 
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called 1,0. This would be seen by an eye so situated that 
Mo lies between it and all points of I,o. Again, Lj will give in ' 
M, an image which we may call but which will coincide 
exactly with 1,0, so that they may be called one image, I„ ; 
that is to say, an image formed by reflexion first in Mo and 
then in M, would be seen by an eye so situated that M, comes 
between it and all points of the image Lj, or 1,2. An eye may 
be so situated that the image of O formed by two reflexions is 
partly 1,0 and partly lo,. The intersecting edge of the mirrors 
would be seen to cross this image, and a part of it would be 
seen in each ; but if the mirrors arc properly adjusted, these 
two parts would fit exactly, wherever O may be. In this case 
three images arc formed. A pencil of light by which I,o is 
seen is shown in the diagram. 

2 wo mirrors inclined at 60® — The diagram shows the 

images that arc formed. The image marked may be 

121 

formed by reflexions in the mirrors either in the order My, 
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M„ Ma, or in the order M„ M,, M„ according to the position 
of the eye. In this case five images are formed. 
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It may be seen that, in general, the two cases considered 
being particular examples, if two mirrors are inclined at an 
angle which is the //th part of four right angles, n being an 
integer, there will be n — i images. 

it should be noticed, as the above diagram indicates, that 
the object and its images are arranged on the circumference 
of a circle with its centre at the intersection of the mirrors. 
The s>’mmetry of the arrangement of the object and the 
images in pairs should also be noticed. 

The Kaleidoscope. — This optical toy was invented by 
Sir David Brewster. It consists of three, or sometimes of two, 
ecjual strips of silvered glass, arranged at angles of 6o'", and 
having their reflecting sides turned towards each other, and 
contained in a tube. At one end of the tube is a pair of 
transt)arent glass plates set across the axis of the tube, and 
containing pieces of coloured glass or other small objects. 
O;' looking through the other end of the tube, there is seen a 
symmetrical arrangement of similar patterns, consisting of the 
figure seen through the triangular aperture and its various 
reflexions. As the pieces in the end are moved about by 
turning the tube, these patterns continually change. The 
kaleidoscope is employed by designers. 

In all the cases we have considered, the number of images 
formed is finite. The number iilay, however, be, theoretically, 
infinite, although the brightness of the images gradually 
becomes less and less. 

2\vo parallel mirrors , — In this case there is an infinite 
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succcbsion of images arranged, with the object, along a straight 
line perpendicular to the mirrors, as the diagram shows. 

/V pretty experiment may be performed with two mirrors 
and a lighted candle. Place the candle between the mirrors, 
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and hold these inclined at a small angle. A series of images 
of the candle will be seen arranged in a circle in pairs equally 
distant all the way, or witli equal distances between each two 
successive images if the candle is equidistant from the mirrors. 
As the mirrors are brought nearer and nearer to parallelism, 
the circle enlarges, and more images api)ear ; and when the 
mirrors are parallel, the circle becomes the straight line of the 
last case. 

Measurement of Angular Deflexion by Reflected 
Light. — PoggendorfTs Method. — To measure the angle 
through which a body is rotated about the vertical, a vertical 
mirror is attached to it. Let a horizontal ray of light fall on 
this mirror. Suppose it to make an angle, a, with the normal. 
Then the reflected ray will make an angle, 2a, with the incident 
ray. If, now, the mirror is rotated through an angle, the 
reflected ray will make an angle, aa ± 2)8, with the incident 
ray ; that is, it will be deflected through an angle, 2)8. Thus 
if we measure the deflexion of the reflected light, that of the 
body to which the mirror is attached is half as much. 

The deflexion of the reflected light may be measured in the 
following manner. The figure shows a plan of the arrange- 
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ment. A graduated scale, A B, is placed on about the same 
level as the mirror M, and parallel to it in its undeflected 
position. Let d be the distance between them. A B is viewed 

iV • 'i f' i 


by reflexion in M by means of a teiescope, T, placed just under 
A B. When M is uncleflected, the reading of the scale at O, 
just above the telescope, sliould be seen at a marked position 
jn the telescope, generally to coincide with a vertical wire 
fixed in the telescope. C O is perpendicular to A B. When 
the mirror is deflected through an angle, suppose the reading 
at P is seen in the telescope in the marked position. Then we 
OP 
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Spherical Mirrors. 

A spherical mirror is a portion, generally very small, of a 
reflecting spherical surface. If the reflecting surface is on the 
concave side, towards the centre of the sphere, the mirror is 
called concave ; if on the convex side, away from the centre 
of the sphere, the mirror is called convex, 'fhe centre of the 
sphere of which the mirror is a ])oriion is called the centre, or 
centre of curvature, of the mirror. If the mirroi has a 
circular boundary, its middle point is called its pole. And the 
straight line joining the centre to the pole is called the 
principal axis. 

We s.iall investigate the relative positions of a small object 
and its image formed in a spherical mirror. The result is 
conveniently expressed in a fonhula. For the purposes of 
proving and ajjplying this formula, it is necessary to have a 
convention with regard to the algebraical signs of the distances 
— which will all be measured from the pole of the mirror, and 
along its axis — occurring in the formula. The convention is 
that all distances measured towards the direction from which 
light is coming, or measured in the direction opposite to the 
incident light, are reckoned positive^ and those measured in the 
Opposite direction are reckoned negative. Thus with regard to 
the sign of the radius of the mirror : for the concave mirror, 
the light, striking the concave side, is travelling in the direction 
from the centre to the pole, so that the radius, measured from 
the pole to the centre, is positive ; for the convex mirror the 
radius is seen, in a similar way to be negative. , 

Consider the formation of an image of a single visible point 
in a concave mirror. We shall suppose the point to be 
situated on what we have called the principal axis of the 
mirror ; but is it clear that, wherever the point may be, if the 
straight line joining it to the centre meets the mirror, an image 
of it will be formed in the same manner with reference to this 
straight line. 
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Let the figure represent the section of the mirror by the 
plane of the paper, C being the centre, and A the pole. Let P 
be a visible point on the axis. 1 )ra\v P R, a ray from P to the 
mirror. To find the position of the rellected ray from R, first 
it must lie in the plane with P R and (' R, which is normal to 
the mirror at R ; that is, it must lie in the plane of the paper, or 



must intersect the principal axis (thus we see that all the 
reflected rays must meet the* radius through P) ; next it must 
make the angle ^ R C equal to the angle V R C. Now, all the 
rays from P do not, after reflexion, pass through the same point 
on the axis. But there is an ultimate limiting position of the 
point through w’hich rays will pass if they are taken indefinitely 
close to the axis. This is the point at which a true image of 
P will appear to an eye looking along P C A, or looking just a 
little to the side, so that P is not in the way of the image ; this 
image being formed by rays meeting the mirror indefinitely 
near to A. An eye would receive light which comes from P 
by reflexion at any other part of the mirror, but nowhere else 
would a true and distinct image be seen. This case differs 
from that of the plane mirror. A true image is seen by 
reflexion at any part of a plane mirror, and always in the same 
positfon. Notice that here a //*//<' image has been spoken of; 
this must be distinguished from a real image. A /rue image 
may be reai or virtual. 

Let Q be the ultimate limiting position of </, as the rays 
from P which, after reflexion, pass through q become inde- 
finitely close to the principal axis. Let the radius of the 
mirror = r. Let the distance of object from pole = u ; and 
distance of image from pole s= v. So that u and v in our 
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figure are both positive as well as r. Wc wish to find the 
relation between //, and r. From the figure we have, since 
R C bisects the angle P R // — 

RP ^ (T 
Ry ijC 

In the limit, when R becomes indefinitely near to A, so that 
tj coincides with this relation becomes — 

u ^it ^ f\ 

7 ; ~ r — 7* ' 

/. //(/- - 7 ) = r(// - ;•), 

;•(// + 7 ') = 2 // 7 '. 

This may, again, be written, on dividing by r itv — 



This relation is quite general for spherical mirrors, i oncavc* 
or convex ; and for all positions of object and image, provided 
due regard is had to the signs of //, /*. We have taken here 

the simplest, and what is called the typical, case, in which all 
three quantities are positive. But if any other case is examined, 
the same formula will be found toehold. I-et us, for example, 
examine the case ( f the formation of an image in a convex 
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mirror, T,ct the visible point P (Fig. 18) on the prinripnl axis 
send out rays, of which one, P R, after reflexion, appears to have 
conic from the point q on the axis. The limiting position of q, • 
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when P R is indefiniicly close to the axis, is a point, Q, the 
image of P. In the figure, C R bisects the exterior angle of the 
triangle P R got by producing P R. So that we have — 

RP ^ CP 
Ri/ ~ LY 

In the limit this becomes — 

AP ^CP 
Q A “ CQ- 

This is a geometrical relation existing among the lengths of 
the lines, all four of which lengths are, here, to be Uiken as 
positive. 

Let us now pass to the algebraical relation, and introduce 
the symbols r, 

A P = //, u being positive — 

Q A = 7- in absolute magnitude ; but ?• is here negative, so 
we must write — 

QA = -7. 

CP = CA4- AP = - r + u. 

CQ = CA - QA =■- - r + r*. 

Thus our relation becomes — 

u • — r + // 

-7’ “* -/■ 4“ 7’’ 

Clianging the signs of both denominators, this gives, as 
before — 

« _ — r 

7 * ;* — 7 ' 

Gr- 



in this formula may be positive or negative, according 
as the mirror is concave or convex ; 7' may have either sign, 
its value depending on r and //. Rut u would, for such cases 
as \yf have considered, always be positive from the nature of 
the case ; that is, whenever it denotes the distance from the 
mirror to a visible point. 

I'herc are, however, cases in which u may be negative ; 
and for these the formula holds too. Such a case is this : 
Suppose we have a convergent pencil of light, such, for 
instance, as would be produced by a concave mirror in the 
way we have examined. Now let a mirror be placed so as 
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to receive this pencil normally before it converges to a point, 
and reflect it so that it either converges to a point in front of 
the mirror after reflexion, or appears to diverge from a point 
behind the mirror. Then the point to which the pencil was 
con^’erging takes the place of the object, and may in this case 
be called a virtual object. The other ])oint to which the 
pencil converges after reflexion, or from which it appears to 
diverge, is the image of this object. I'he distance measured 
from the mirror to a point behind it, is negative. 

The points V and Q arc called conjugate foci. In the 
formula, u and 71 are interchangeable ; they occur in the same 
way. If u and v have certain values satisfying the formula, 
then, if we give to u the value of 7 \ v takes the value of 
Therefore if in any case an object at I* gives an image at y, 
an object at Q would give an image at P. 

Principal Focus. — Focal Length.— I'here is one point 
on the principal axis of a mirror of great importance. Suppose 
that P goes off to an infinite distance ; or, what is the same 
thing, suppose a parallel pencil of light, indefinitely small and 
indefinitely close to the axis, to strike the mirror. Through 
what point do the rays pass, or appear to pass, after reflexion ? 

T 

The formula shows this, hlaking ?/ = w , we get v = 

That is, the point is, for either mirror, midway between the 
pole and the centre. This point is called the principal 
focus of the mirror. We shall, in general, denote it by the 
lettei F. The distance of F from the pole is called the focal 

length of the mirror. In both cases it is 

For a concave mirror, tlie principal focus is the point 
through which the reflected rays from a parallel axial pencil 
actually pass ; or it is the real image of the point at infinity on 
the principal axis. It is called a real principal focus. The 
focal length is fositwe. 

For a convex mirror, the principal focus is the point 
through which the reflected rays from a parallel axial pencil 
appear to pass; or it is the virtual image of the point at infinity 
on the principal axis. It is called a virtual principal focus. 
The focal length is negative. 

If in the formula we make » = we get » su . From 

this, or from what has been said about the interchangeabilily 
of r and Q, it is .seen that the principal focus has also this 
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property. An axial indefinilcly narrow pencil diverging from 
t for a concave mirror, or converging to F for a convex 
mirror, will, after reflexion, be a parallel pencil along the axis. 
Let us denote the local length of a mirror by /, so that 

^ then the formula may be written — 



To examine the various ways in ivhich a concave or a 
convex mirror may act on an axial pencil, let us write the 
formula — 

i — I 

?• u 


The figures show the action in the various cases. 
I. For a comavc mirror — 

(i) 7/ positive ; v may be positive. • 



(2) // positive;?; maybe negative; 7 ms then numerically 
greater than //. 



(3) « negative ; v must be positive (Fig. 21). 

In any case, it is seen that the pencil is more convergent 
(or less divergent) alter reflexion. Thus the mirror is called a 
coNV€rging mirror. 

2. P'or a convex mirror — 

, (i) u positive j v must be negative (Fig. 22). 
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(2) u negative ; v may be positive ; v is then numerically 
greater than u (Fig. 23). 

(3) // negative; v may be negative (Fig. 24). 





Fig. 24. 


In any case, it is seen that the pencil is more divergent (or 
less convergent) after rellexioa Thus the mirror is called a 
divergi^fg viirror. 
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We shall now consider the variations in position of the 
image as the position of the object is changed. We shall 
make use of the formula — 



I 


/ 


i. Coucove mirror — 

When // = CO , 7^ = /; i.e. object at infinity gives image at F. 
As // decreases in value from 00 to /, 7^ increases from o to 




“ decreases from 7 to o : 

J 


V increases from / to 00 ; 


i.e- as the object comes in from infinity to F, the image goes 
out from F to infinity. 

When u = /■, v = r\ i.e. object and image meet and co- 
incide at the centre. 


As // decreases from f to o, 7', which is now negative, 
increases algebraically from — 00 to o ; i.e. as the object moves 
in from F to the mirror, the image, which is virtual, comes from 
an infinite distance behind to the mirror. 

It should he noticed that the object gives a real or a virtual 
image according as it is beyond or within the principal focus. 

2. Convex mirror — 

AVhen « =-. 00 , 7' = f\ i.e% object at infinity gives image at F. 

As u decreases from 00 to o, 7 ' is always negative, and 
increases algebraically from / to o ; i.e. as the object comes in 
from infinity to the mirror, the image moves up from behind 
from the principal focus to tlic mirror. 

It should be noticed that the image is always virtual. 

We have only considered the cases in which the object is 
a real visible point ; and the general conclusions drawn refer 
only to such cases. For instance, with a pencil of light con- 
verging to a point between the principal focus and pole of a con- 
vex mirror, the image formed would be real. Such cases as this 
may be considered just as the others by the help of the formula. 

Image of Small Object. — Let A B be an object of 
'dimensions indefinitely small compared with the radius of the 
mirror and the distance of the object from the mirror. The 
image of A B is the assemblage of the images of its various 
points. Every point of A B is at nearly the same distance 
from the mirror. This will be very approximately true indeed 
(or true to small quantities of the second order) if the small 
object is all in a plane perpendicular to the principal axis. 
u having the same value for all points, it follows that v will 
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have the same value, and the image is a small image at a b. 
When A B is all in a plane perpendicular to O C, a ^ is similar 



to it, being in another plane perpendicular to O C, pnd every 
straight line joining corresponding points i)assing ihroiigh C. 

Graphic Construction of Images. — We shall now 
consider a convenient method of constructing graphically the 
image, formed in a mirror, of a small object. These construc- 
tions will depend on the following principle : A small pencil 
near the axis gives by reflexion a pencil with a definite focus. 
This focus we can find if we can construct geometrically any 
two different rays of the pencil. For the focus is the point of 
intersection of all the rays. Now, wc shall sec that there arc 
three rays of the inc ident pencil which, after reflexion, wc can 
follow up and draw. These are the following : — 

(1) The ray which passes through the centre : this strikes 
the surface normally, and is reflected through the centre. 

(2) The ray which comes in parallel to the axis : this is 
reflected through the principal focus. 

(3) The ray which comes in through the principal focus : 
this is reflected parallel to the axis. 

Of course, when the mirror is convex, and the centre and 
principal tocus are behind it, we must consider rays whose 
directions are through these points. 

We shall now consider the three different general cases 
that may occur of the formation of an image of a ^all object 
in a spherical mirror, giving the graphic construction for each 
case, the object being real. • 

All the rays drawn in these constructions are supposed to 
be indefinitely close to the axis. Therefore, to represent them 
in a figure of finite dimensions, we must suppose this figure 
to be \ery greatly spread out in the direction at rigiit angles 
to the axis, but not in the direction of the axis. The trace of 
the mirror on the plane of the paper will thus be a straight line 
at right angles to the axis. 
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I. Concave Mirror : Object beyond principal focus, — TakeAB, 
a small object, in a plane perpendicular to the axis, with the 
j)oint A on the axis. The rays B R, B S, B T, from the point 
B of the object, arc respectively through the centre, parallel to 
the axis, and through the focu:> ; and they arc reflected through 



the centre, through the focus, and parallel to the axis. They 
give by their intersection the point b, the image of B. b is 
seen by means of a pencil diverging from it, of which there 
are three rays, these rays being indicated by arrow-heads. 
The i)osition and magnitude of the whole image ab will be 
found by drawing b a perpendicular to the axis. 

A B and the corresponding image may be drawn in other 
positions ; for instance, if A B conics betiveen the mirror and 
Cj a b will be beyond C. But as long as A B is beyond F, the 
general characteristics oi a b remain the same. 

The image is real and invented. 

II. Concave Mirror: Object between mirror and principal 



T _ . 



a > 0 

A F 


Flo. 27. 


focus . — ^The same three rays as before, and indicated by the 
same letters, are here drawn. The pencil they give has here a 
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virtual focus, b. The entire image ah constructed as before. 
Notice that the action on the right-hand side of the points 
R, S, T is physically the same, and produces the same effect 
on the eye, as if it came from a real visible point b. 

The image is vh'tual and erect 

IJI. Comdex Mirror . — The construction follows the same 



lines as before. However A B is moved about in front of the 
mirror, the image will have the syne general characteristics. 

The image is virtual and erect 

In any case the image is necessarily erect if it and the 
object are on the same side of C, and inverted if they are on 
opposite sides ; for the rays joining corresponding points of 
object and image meet in C. 

The image is real if on the same side of the mirror as the 
object, for then the rays really pass through the imago; it is 
virtual if on the opposite side. 

By referring to all the cases, it will be seen that the image 
is real when inverted, virtual when erect. 

Magnification.— When an image of a small object is 
formed in a mirror, the ratio of any linear dimension of the 
image to the corresponding dimension of the object— both 
being measured at right angles to the axis on which objett and 
image are situated— is called the magnification produced by 
the mirror. 

In all the three figures that have just been given, the 
magnification will be the fraction Important expressions 
for the magnification may be deduced by reference to these 
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figures. What follows is applicable to any of these figures, 
and all three of the figures should be referred to at each step 
of the work. Let us denote the magnification by m. We 
have — 


" AH* 

From the similar triangles ak\ ABC, we get — 
ab _ Ca , 

" AH " CA’ 

distance of image from centre , v 

i,e, m = - , — . . (i) 

distance of object from centre 

. u — r 

This expression, which in symbols is is also er|ual 

to (see p. 25) ; so that we have — 

distance of image from mirror / v 

= 1- ^ ^ • • • (2) 

distance of object from mirror 

Approximately, O S is a straight line at right angles to O C, 
and equal to A Ik Thus from the similar triangles aOV^ 
OSF, we get — 

ab ab t/iF 

jfi ~ . • 

AB " OS "* OF " 

; . _ distance of image from principal focus , v 

focal lengtii ' ^ 

Approximately, O T is a straight line at right angles to 
O C, and equal to a b. Thus from the similar triangles OTF, 
ABF, we get — 

ab OT OF 

ffi — ~ _ — . • 

AB AB ~ Al' ’ 

^ foc-il lengtli _ . . 

distance of object from ])rinciijal locus ' 


TJie numerical values, merely, of the ciuaii titles expressed 
in these fractions for m are to be understood. Thus for a 
convex mirror O F is not the focal length, but is - focal 
length. 

These four values of m may be expressed in symbols as 
follows : The magnitudes whose ratios we shall write down arc 
all so taken that they are positive in the first figure j but their 
numerical magnitudes will give the magnification in any case. 

• D 
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m f 

r — v V f «— /* 

Of the expressions given, perhaps number 4, which involves 
the position of the object and not that of the image, is the 
most important. 

Some general inferences may be drawn with regard to the 
magnification produced in the various cases. If the magnifica- 
tion is greater than i, so that the image, measured as specified, 
is greater than the object, the image is said to be ; 

if the magnification is less than i, the image is said to he 
diminished. 

Concave Mirror, — When the object is beyond the centre, it 
is at a distance from K greater than f\ so that from the 
value (4) of m the image is diminished : when the object is at 
C, the image is ecpial to it ; when the object is between the 
mirror and the centre, the image is ma^^nijicd. 

Convex Mirror, — 'I'he object is always at a greater distance 
from F than f ; so that Irom the value (4) of m the image is 
always diminished. 

^Ve shall now enumerate, for reference, the characteristics 
ot the images formed by cither mirror, and for all positions of 
the object, with regard to the following four particulars : — 

(1) Position; 

(2) Whether real or virtual ; 

(3 ) Whether erect or inverted ; 

(4) Size. 

Concave Mirror, — Object beyond C ; image between and C, 
re'll, inverted, diminishecl. 

Object at C; image at C, real, inverted, e(iual to object. 

- Object between h and C ; image beyond real, inverted, 
magniticd. 

Object between O and F ; image behind mirror, virtual, 
erect, magnified. 

Convex Mirror, — Object in front of mirror; image behind 
mirror, between F and O, virtual, erect, diminished. 

Spherical AberratioiL— The rays of light in a broad 
pencil will not, after reflexion, give a pencil with a definite 
focus. An indefinitely narrow axial pencil gives, as we have 
seen, after reflexion, a pencil with a definite focus. But as 
rays are taken more and more inclined to the axis, they will, 
after l*^^flexion, meet the axis farther and farther away from 
this focus. The figure shows how the rays from P, as they arc 
taken at greater inclinations to the axis, meet the axis after 
reflexion at points farther from Q. This aberration of the 
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reflected rays may be considered as due to the form of the 
mirror, as it would be possible to construct a mirror wliich 



would bring all the rays to one focus. It is called spherical 
aberration. 

We shall see now that mirrors may be made which, for 
particular broad pencils, do rfbt produce any aberration. 

Parabolic Mirror.— This is of the form of a paraboloid 
of revolution (got by rotating a parabola about its axis). If F 
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is the focus of the paraboloid, that is the principal focus of the 
nurror ; the normal at any point is equally inclined to the axis 
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and to the straight line joining that point to F. Thus any 
ray coming in parallel to the axis will be reflected to F. b" is 
the focus for all rays parallel to the axis. 

Again, all the -rays coming from a luminous or visible 
point at I"' would be reflected parallel to the axis. Thus a 
j)arabolic mirror is frequently used for throwing a strong beam 
of light in a definite direction. A lamp is placed at the focus, 
and the axis of the mirror turned in the reciuired direction. 

Ellipsoidal Mirror. — I'his is of the form of an ellipsoid 
of revolution (got by rotating an ellipse about its major axis). 
If F, F' are the foci of the figure the normal at any point 
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makes equal angles with the straight line joining the point to 
F and F\ Thus any ray from F is reflected to V', Either of 
the points F and F' is the focus for all rays coming from the 
other. 

Determination of Focal Length.— The focal length of 
a spherical mirror may be found by many methods. 

If the radius of curvature is found in any manner, the focal 
length, which is half of the radius, is known. 

By measuring corresponding distances from the mirror of 
a small object and its image along the line joining them, and 
substituting in the formula — 



the value of the focal length of a concave mirror can be found. 

If we get a small object into such a position that its image 
in a concave mirror coincides with itself, then the object and 
image are both at the centre. Thus we can determine the 
radius, and so the focal length. 

lae focal length of a convex mirror may be found by 
taking a pencil of converging light, and noticing the position 
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of its focus, then placing the mirror so that the light falls on 
it normally and is reflected as a convergent pencil ; that is, 
the original focus must be between the mirror and its prin- 
cipal focus. Now measure the distance of the focus of the 
reflected pencil from the mirror, and calculate / from the 
formula. 

The position of the image formed in any of these methods 
may be found in either of the following ways : — 

(1) Let the image be formed as distinctly as possible on a 
screen, moving the screen about till the best position is found. 
The screen is then in the position of the true image, and its 
distance from the mirror must be measured. 

(2) Place a pointer or a stretched wire at about the place 
where the image is formed. Look at the pointer and the 
image together, and move the head from side to side ; then 
if they appear to move with reference to each other, they are 
not in the same plane, and the pointer must be moved till no 
such motion is seen. It is then in coincidence with tlie image, 
and its distance from the mirroi must be measured. 

The Optical Bench or Bank. — This is an apparatus for 
making optical measurements such as those we have just 
described. It consists of a long base fitted with a graduated 
scale, and along which may be slid, in a groove or otherwise, 
stands carrying various sui^iports adapted for carrying lights, 
screens, mirrors, and other optical apparatus. Each of these 
stands has a mark, which, by moving over the divided scale, 
serves to indicate the distance through which the stand may 
be moved. The supports should all be capable of some 
lateral and vertical adjustment on their stands, so that such 
points as may be desired of the objects that they carry may 
be brought into the same straight line, parallel to the bench. 

A convenient method of measuring the distance between 
two objects, such as screen and mirror, on the bench, is to 
have a straight pointer of known length carried on one of the 
stands, and set parallel to the bench, and so that its points are 
in the line with the objects whose distance is required. Move 
the stand carrying the pointer till its points in turn touch the 
objects, taking the readings of the stand. The distance 
required is the difference of these readings plus the length of 
the pointer. 

Exam i’i.es. 

1. Show geometrically that with the help of two plane mirrors an 
image of a given straight line can in general be formed to coincide with 
any other straight line of the same length in u plane with the given one ; 
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niid that there is an infinite niinihcr of pairs of positions of the two mirrors 
for producing the rctpiircd result. 

2. Two plane miirors make an angle, jB, W'itli each other. A ray r)f 
light travelling towards their intersection, ami in a plane at right angles to 
it, makes an angle, a, with the mirror on which it is first incident. Show 
that the condition that the direction of the ray may he ctimpletely reversed 
by // reflexions at the mirrors — that is, that it may travel iiarallcl to its old 
direction, but in the opposite sense — is — 

2a + (// — I ),3 — T 

or — 

= IT 

according as ;/ is odd or even. 

3. Light coming from a jioint 16 cms. in front of a concave mirror falN 
normally on its surface, .and is then brought to a focus at 5*2 cms. from the 
mirror : find the focal length of the mirror. 

4. A concave mirror of 5 feet focal length is used to form an image on 
a screen which is 20 feet from it : find how far from the minor the object 
must be placed. 

5. A concave mirror is used to bring a i>encil of light to a focus at 
a point, O. A convex mirror is then interposed to intercept the light 
normally, so that O is 4 ins. behind its surface ; and the reflected jiencil 
then comes to a focus at a point which is 6^ ins. in front of thi-. mirror : 
what is the focal length of the convex mirror ? 

6. The letter L is drawn on a sheet of paper and held upright before 
a concave mirror : describe, with drawings, the atipearaucc that will he 
presented for all positions of the object. 

7. If in the last question a convex mirror is used; describe the ap]K'nr- 
ance that will be presented. 


CHAPTER III. 

RKFR. 1 C'TION. L ENSES. 

When light passes out of one transparent medium into another 
it does not; as a rule, continue its path in straight lines in pass- 
ing across the boundary surface of the media. If the light 
strikes the surface normally, it will continue to travel normally 
through it \ that is, in this case it will suffer no deviation. If the 
light strikes the surface obliquely, a part of it will, for almost 
any two media, be deviated at the surface, so as to travel ip the 
second medium, if it is homogeneous, in straight lines, but in 
straight lines which are not the productions of those which 
formed the paths of the rays in the first medium. This action 
on lighr is called refraction. Another part of the light will 
be reflected at the surface, in accordance with the ordinary 
laws reflexion. 

This can be illustrated by many simple .experiments. Observe 
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a small object under the surface of water, looking obliquely 
to the surface. l,et a straight stick be held with one end near 
the eye, and so as to touch the object with the other end. It 
is found that one must look, not along the stick, but above it ; 
for the light from the 
object, which reaches 
the eye, does not 
travel straight to the 
eye in the direction 
of the stick, but pen- 
cils which leave the 
object in a direction 
nearer to the vertical 
than the stick is, on 
reaching the surface 
are bent away further 
from the vertical, and 
so reach the eye. 

'I’he figure shows the 
path of the rays 
which leave the visible point P, and arc Uuis bent at the 
surface to reach the eye at E. 

If a coin be placed in the bottom of a basin, and the eye 
held sc tlut the coin is just hidden by the rim, then, on pouring 
water into the basin, 
the coin will come 
into view again. For 
the pencils by which 
the coin would have 
been . seen at first, 
before pouring in the 
water, must have gone 
straight to the eye; 
but after the water 
is poured in light 
reaches tlie eye from 
the coin which first goes more upwards, and at the surface is 
bent away from the vertical ; thus getting round the rim of the 
basin. The accompanying figure shows the passage of the rays 
in this case. 

1'he appearance of a stick held obliquely, and partly in 
the water, is another example. The stick appears to be bent 
upwards at the surface, and to be shorter than it really is. 
for the pencils of light which reach the eye from it seem to 
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liave come from points higher up than those from which they 
really come. 

We shall now consider the precise manner in which light 
is refracted at the boundary surface of two medio. We shall 
see that refraction dei)ends on the nature of the media, being 
different in this respect from reflexion. 

A ray of light falling on the surface is called, as in the case 
of reflexion, an incident ray ; and the plane containing this 
ray and the normal to the surface at the point of incidence 
is called the plane of incidence, and the angle between 
the incident ray and the normal the angle of incidence. 
A ray going on into the second medium from the point of 
incidence is called a refracted ray ; and the plane containing 
this ray and the normal is called the plane of refraction, 
and thq. angle between the refracted ray and the normal the 
angle of refraction. 

The Laws of Refraction are these — 

I. The iftdiicNt ray, the normal, and the refracted ray arc 
in the same plane. 

JI. the same hvo media, the sine of the anj^de of incidence 
bears a constant ratio to the sine of the an^e^lc of refraction. 

The second law is generally known as the law of sines; 
it was first given by Snell, a Dutchman, but is frequently 
attributed to Descartes. • 

^\'e shall, in general, have to consider the case of light 
refracted from air into a given medium, or vice versa. 

When light is refracted from a vacuum into a given 
medium, the constant ratio of the sines Ls called the re- 
fractive index, or index of refraction, of the medium. 
This (quantity is generally denoted by the symbol /a. Wc 
shall see that the refractive index of a given medium diflers 
for different colours ; but, at present, and unless the contrary 
is specified, we shall suppose all the light considered to be 
of the same colour, so that ^ is constant for a given medium. 

IVhen light is refracted from air into the medium, the ratio 
of the sines is practically the same as when it comes from a 
vacuum ; that is, the air has practically no influence. If, .then, 
i and denote the angles of incidence and refraction from air 
or from a vacuum into a given niedium, we have the relation — 

sin / = /A sin r. 

The apparatus shown in the figure (Fig. 34) may be used 
to demonstrate the laws of refraction for liquids. There are 
two tubes, G H, L K, moving on a vertical circle, and always 
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directed to its centre, and provided with apertures as for the 
laws of reflexion. (Or the tubes may be provided with lenses, 
as the figure shows.) Instead of using the vertical circle the 
tubes may be prolonged with arms, in wdiich are small holes 
at P, P', these being equidistant from the centre of rotation. 
CO is a horizontal scale, which may be moved vertically, and 
the zero of which is vertically below the axis through the centre 
about which the tubes turn. C I) E F is a vessel to contain the 
liiluid, turning with the tube GH, and having a bottom, 1)E, 

I 

I 
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of plate glass set at right angles to G H, so that light crossing 
1)E normally is undeviated. The surface of the liquid is 
adjusted to be level with the centre of the circle. K T. is set 
in any position, and the reading through P' taken. G H can 
be set to receive the light that passes through K L, and is 
refracted at the surface of the liquid, and, when it is so set, 
the reading through P is taken after suitably adjusting the 
scale. The ratio of C' P' to C P, which is the same as the 
ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and refraction at 
Uie surface of the liquid, should be found constant. 
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I'ig- 35 shows how the apparatus may be used to verify 
the law for solids. A B C is a half-c'.ylindcr of glass, or other 
transT)arent substance, set with the plane face A C horizontal, 
and tlie curved sides at right angles to the vertical circle. 
U E F K is a block of the same substance, with the face E F 



set at right angles to the tube (i H, and having a cylindrical 
hollow into which ABC just fits. With these arrangements 
it is clear that the apparatus may be used in just the same, 
way as before. 

The laws of refraction, as those of reflexion, do not depend 
for their demonstration on such direct proofs as these, but on 
the consistency of the results obtained by assuming their truth as 
tile basis of measurements that can be made with great accuracy. 

When light is refracted from a medium a into a medium b, 
the constant ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and 
refraction is called the relative index of refraction from 
a to A This we may denote by There are some 

impoitant relations existing between relative refractive indices, 
which we shall now consider. 

It is known by experiment that the path of a ray of light 
is reversible. That is, if a ray along a given line in one 
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medium is refracted along a second line in another medium^ 
then, when a ray passes along this latter line in the second 
medium, but in the opposite sense, it will emerge along the 
first line in the first medium. Thus if i and /' are corre- 
sponding angles of incidence and refraction from medium 
a to medium r and i will be corresponding angles of 
incidence and refraction from b to a. 


Since and it follows that 

The following is an experiment in suppoit of the above 
statement. If a plate of glass, that is, a portion with plane 
parallel faces, be held between the eye and a distant object, 
the direction of the rays falling on the glass and of those 
leaving it will be the same, 
whatever the oblicpiity to those 
rays at which the glass is held- 
The distant object will a])pcar 
to be slightly displaced by an 
amount de[)ending on the thick- 
ness of tlie glass and its obli- 
(|uity. But the thinner the 
glass taken, the less will this 
displacement be, and the glass 
may be taken so thin as^o 
make the displacement imper- 
ceptible to the eye. The figure 
shows the passage of the ray 
for this case. / and r are the 
angles of incidence and refrac- 
tion at the first surface, at the 
point A. /* is thus also the 
value of the angle of incidence, internally, at B, since the 
normals at A and B are parallel ; and since the rays P A 
and BQ are parallel, the angle of refraction at B must be 
equal to /. 

Suppose that a ray of light passes from a medium, £7, through 
two plates of b and c, having a common face, and then emerges 
into a. It is found that the rays P A and C Q in the two 
])ortions of a arc parallel. Now, let the angles of incidence 
and refraction be as showm in the figure. Then we have — 



__ sin / __ sin r 

~ 


sin / 
sin i' 


al*-h bt^c = 


Thus — 


X. 
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Or — • 

n\^c - .^h hhc- 

In the same way, experiment would show that any number 
of plates placed as indicated would not deviate a ray of light ; 
so that we should have general relations such as the above 

existing among any 
number of relative re- 
fractive indices. 

Wc may write the 
general relation for a 
number of media, a, 
r, . . . / — 

• • • ktM " 1 . 

As a particular ap- 
plication, suppose we 
have determined the 
refractive indices 
from air into glass 
and into water ; call 
these fi, fi!. Then 
the refractive index 
from glass into water 

is^; 

Let one medium be a vacuum denote it by v. Then we 
have — 



vH’u htK = I. 

This we may write — 

uf^tr 

%/ Thus the absolute index of refraction of b is found by 
multiplying tJu relative index of refraction Jrom a to b by the 
absolute index of refraction of a. 

In this case let a be air, and b some transparent medium, 
such as water or glass. ^ We have said that we may consider 
«/4i, and ^6 to be practically the same. This is because the 
correcting factor the index of refraction from vacuum to 
air, or absolute index of refraction of «//*, is found by experi- 
ment to be nearly equal to unity — about i'ooo 3 . 

In general, when light passes from a rarer to a denser 
medium, as from air to water, the rays are bent towards the 
normal — the refractive index is greater than unity. When 
the light passes from the denser to the rarer medium, the 
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light is bent away from the normal towards the surface of 
separation. 

Suppose light to pass from a denser to a rarer medium (as 
when it comes up to the surface of still water and emerges 
into the air). Let fi be the index of refraction, which in this 
case is less than unity. l"or any angle of incidence, i (measured 
inside the denser medium), we calculcate the angle of refraction. 


, , , . . sin / 

r, by the relation s\n r = . 

/A 

/ in this case. 


Thus r is always greater than 


Fig. 38 shows how a series of rays, O A, O B, O C, O 1), 
coming from a point O, are refracted at the surface. Any 
value of / will give a possible value of r as long as it gives 
sin r less than i ; that is, as long as sin / is less than fi. Thus 
for all angles of incidence, from zero up to a certain value, for 
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which sin / = ft, some of the light which reaches the surface 
is refracted into the second medium. Some will also be 
reflected back into the flrst medium. As i increases, the 
refracted rays get closer and closer to the surface. For the 
ray O E making an angle with the normal whose sine is ft, ligl.t 
emerges glancing along the surface. The (]uestion arises — 
What happens when the incident rays are beyond O £, as O F, 
making greater angles with the normal ? In this case none 
of the light is refracted, but all which falls on the surface is 
reflected back into the first medium. This phenomenon is 
called total internal reflexion. 

Suppose the second medium to be air. Then the limiting 
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ray O E makes with the normal an angle whose sine is equal 
to the index of refraction of the first medium. This quantity 

is denoted by - above, since u was taken to be the index of 

refraction from the first medium to the second. This angle is 
called the critical angle for the medium. It is the critical 
angle and fi the refractive index of a medium, we have — 

sin 0 = i. 


The direction of a ray refracted from one medium to 
another may be found in practice by the following graphic 

method, when the index 
of refraction is known : 
Let X X denote the 
surface of separation of 
the two media. And 
let P O be a ray in the 
first medium incident 
on the second at the 
point O. With C) as 
centre describe two 
circles with radii OA, 
O B in the ratio i : /a. 
Let OP cut the first of 
those in S; and draw 
T S M perpendicular to X X, meeting the second circle in T. 
Then TO produced is the path of the ray in the second 
medium. For — 



sin OSM _ OT 
sin O I'M OS ^ 


And OSM is equal to the angle of incidence at O. There- 
fore O r M is equal to the angle of refraction. 

If in this construction fi is < i, O B is < O A. In this 
case S M may or may not meet the second circle. If it does 
not, there is no refraction, and we have total internal reflexion. 
The limiting case is where S M touches the second circle at M. 
Then we have for the sine of the angle of incidence, which is 
OB 

now the critical angle, Qg ; 

To illustrate total internal reflexion : if the eye is held 
under he level of the surface of water in a glass, much more 
light is seen reflected from the under surface than if it be looked 
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at from above. If a rod is placed in the glass so as to be partly 
immersed, the image of it formed by reflexion in the under 
surface is as clear as that seen directly through the water. 

In looking from above at an object under the surface of 
water, the object may be made to appear as close to the 
surface of the water as we please by holding the eye near 
enough to the surface. As the eye approaches indefinitely near 
to the surface, the pencils by which the object is seen meet the 
under surface at angles which approach to the critical angle, 
and emerge more and more nearly along the surface. 

The rays which come from the outside to an eye under 
the surface of the water, as at ( ), must all make in the water 
angles with the vertical less than the critical angle. I'hus this 
eye will see all objects above the surface as if they were 
contained in a cone with the eye at the vertex, and of semi- 
vertical angle equal to the critical angle. All these objects 
will appear to be raised up, and 
those nearer to the surface the 
more so. 

As the first example of the 
formation of an image by re- 
fraction, we shall consider the 
following : — 

Image of Visible Poyit 
formed by Refraction at a 
Plane Surface.— Suppose the 
point P, inside a transparent 
medium of index /x, to be seen 
by an eye at E, so that E N P is 
normal to the surface of the me- 
dium. 1 )raw the ray 1’ R close to 
the normal ; and let it be refracted 
along R S. Produce S R to meet 
P N in y. Then the image of P, 
since it is seen by a very narrow pencil along P N E, will be 
at the ultimate position of q when P R is indifinitely close to 
P N. Now R P N, R ^ N are equal to the angles of incidence 
(from inside) and refraction (outwards) at R. Thus we have — 

sin RPN = -- sin RyN ; 

RN _ £ RN . 

RP “ ^ ■ Rfi^ ' 

RP = fiRq. 




48 


Light. 


In the limit this gives for the position of the image Q — 
NQ = 

h- 

We have supposed the eye to look normally to the 
surface ; but we shall see that, if this is not the case, no true 
image of P will be seen. 

The result here found gives us a method of finding the 
refractive index of a thick plate of glass. With a reading 
microscope travelling vertically — that is, a microscope with a 
scale by which its vertical displacement can be measured — a 
reading is taken on a mark made on a horizontal piece of 
glass set so as to receive the pLite. This mark corresponds to 



Fig. 41. 


fraction at B, an image at I', s< 
the second refraction at A, an i 


P. The ])late is now put on, 
and a reading is taken on the 
image of this mark, which cor- 
resjionds to Q; and another 
on the top of the plate, which 
crorresponds to N. From 
these we can find the thick- 
ness, and the apparent thick- 
ness of the plate ; and the 
ratio of the former to the 
fatter is the refractive index. 

A similar method may be 
used to find the refractive 
index of a liquid. 

Displacement pro- 
duced by Plate looked 
through normally. — Let 
the object O (Fig. 41) be 
looked at through the plate 
of thickness /, normally to 
the plate. Let O be at dis- 
tance d from the near face 
of the plate, l-et /4 be the 
refractive index of the plate. 

O forms, by the first re- 
) that Br = fu/. 1' forms, by 
nage, I, so tliat — 


AI 


AF ^ fu/ + / ^ ^ ^ / 
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Thus at whatever distance the object is from the plate, 

it appears to be dis]>laced towards it by a distance / ^ 

Shifting of Ray produced by Plate.*— Let A BCD 

(Fig. 42) be a ray passing through a plate of thickness 

Draw C K perpendicular 
to A B produced. C E is 
the amount of shifting. 

CE = CB sin (/-/*) 

_ / sin (/ — ;) 
cos r 

Refraction through 
a Prism. — In geometry 
a prism is a solid figure 
contained by planes 
(forming its faces) which 
are all parallel to one 
straight line, or the inter- 
sections of which (form- 
ing the edges of the 
jjrisni) are all parallel. 
The number of the faces 
may be any whatever, 
and the ends may be any whatever; or, indeed, the prism 
is not usually regarded as having ends at aQ. For optical 


P 


Fig. 4J. 




purposes the prism wiU be taken of triangular section. The 
ends are generally perpendicular to all the faces ; and, in 
general, only two of the faces are employed, so that only 
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these two need be polished surfaces. 'I’he edge where these 
two faces meet is called the refracting edge of the prism. 
We may call these two faces the refracting faces. The 
dihedral angle contained by these faces is called the re- 
fracting angle of the prism.' Any section of the prism 
made by a ])lane perpendicular to its fiices is called a prin- 
cipal section. So that all principal sections are equal in 
all respects and parallel. And the angle made by the traces 
of the refracting faces in a principal section is equal to the 
refracting angle. Consider a ray of light in the plane of 
a principal section striking one face of d‘ prism so that it 
emerges from the other face. It will continue in the same 
plane on entering the i)rism and on emerging, 'fhe figure 
represents the path of the ray. If fl >.2 are the deviations at 
the first and second faces, the entire deviation 8 is </>] + <#> 2 . 

Let fi be the refractive index of the prism. Let /‘i, L be 
the angles which the ray makes with the normals at B and C 
outside the prism ; and r. the angles it makes with these 
normals inside the prism. We have- - 

sin /, n sin 
sin /.2 - fi sin / 

“ fi - n ; <l>i = 4 - ' 2 ; S /, - r, + l - 

The angles 4, ;*i, L, may b^called the angles of external 
incidence, internal refraction, internal incidence, and external 
refraction. Now suppose the prism set so that the angle of 
external incidence is u. Then tlie angle of internal refraction 
is n; .Tnd since the sum of the internal angles is constant, as 
may easily be seen by the figure, the angle of interna* incidence 
is r„ and the angle of external refraction is 4- Thus the 
deviation is the same as before, and the prism now occupies 
just the same position with regard to the incident and emer- 
^ .,gent light as it occupied before with regard to the emergent 
* and incident light respectively. These two positions may be 
^ called conjugate. Notice that the deviations for two conjugate 
positions are equal. The deviation for any third position 
whatever would be different from that produced in these, as 
experiment would show, or as the above-written equations 
would show. 

Now, there is one position of the prism which is its own 
conjugate — the position in which the prism is symmetrical with 
regard to the incident and emergent light, or in which /, = 4 j 
r, = : and the triangle ABC is isosceles. For a given 

direction of the incident ray, P B, it is clear that a pair of 
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conjugate positions would be found by turning the prism to 
opposite sides of this position, one being formed by increasing 
/, and the other by diminishing Thus, as the prism is 
turned from this symmetrical position, the deviation either 
increases, whichever be the sense of turning, or else it decreases, 
whichever be the sense of turning. This symmetrical position, 
then, is the position giving either the minimum deviation of the 
ray or the maximum deviation. Experiment shows that in the 
symmetrical position the danation tf the ray is a minimum. 

This is a very important result, and may also be proved 
by means of the eciuations — 

sin /'i - fjL sin 
sin i.^ = sin f\, 

8 = /, + /’a - 

From the figure /'j + r. is supplementary to the angle at 
O, and therefore ec^ual to the refracting angle, A, of the prism. 
Thus to see whether 8 becomes a maximum or a minimum, 
we must see whether + la becomes a maximum or a 
minimum. 

Now consider the equation — 

sin i = /I sin r (i) 

Let di and dr be corresponding small increments in the 
angles / and r, so that — • 

sin (/ + di) = /A sin {r + dr) . . . (2) 

Subtracting (i) from (2), we get — 

2 cos ^ ^ ^ sin di = 2/x cos ^ H- sin dr, 

or, making di and dr indefinitely small — 
cos i di = /A cos r dr 

— a result which comes from (i) by the differential calculus, 
immediately. 

di^t^^f'-dr 
cos / 

= ..dr. 

^ 1 -/ 4 .“ sin“ r 

The square of the coefficient of dr is — 

/i* cos’* r _ I 
I — + /A- cos’* tt’* — I ' 
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Now, the greater ;* is, the less is /x- coj- r, the greater is 

iggg jg denominator of the above fraction, 
/x-cos-r * 

and the greater is tlie fraction. 

Thus a given small variation in the direction of the ray in 
the denser medium causes a greater variation in that of the ray 
ill the other medium, the greater the angle which the first ray 
makes with the normal. Or, again, the variation of r from /* to 
/• + .V, where .r is a small positive angle, causes a greater 
increase in / than the variation of r from ;* — x to r, or than 
the decrease in i caused by the variation of r to /• — x. This 
result is interesting in itself. 

To apply it to the case before us. Suppose and r» each 

to have the value - , as is the case for tlie symmetrical position. 

Then a small increment in ri must be accompanied by an equal 
decrement in \ and the resulting increment in /, is greater 
tlian the resulting decrement in /g. So that a variation from 
the symmetrical position such as to increase q causes /, + /a* 
and therefore also the deviation, to increase ; and the same 
would follow from a variation in the opposite sense. Thus the 
deviation in this position is a minimum. This i>osition is 
generally called the position of minimum deviation. 

Expression for Refractivfi Index of Prism. — Suppose 
the refracting angle A of the prism, and the angle of minimum 



deviation, D, are known. Let the figure represent the position 
of minimum deviation, 0 15 C I) the ray. 'i'hen the angles 
are equal, and so are r„ r^. The triangles ABC, EliC are both 

1 K A sin OBN 
isosceles. And m = 

^ sin EBC 



Refraction, 


53 


Now, the deviation at B is half the entire deviation. 
^ == OBN - EBC : 

OBN = 4- KBC. 


And EBC + RGB = supplement of K = A. 

. KBC = - ; 

2 

. D + A 
sin - 

2 


sin 


This is a very important expression for the refractive index, 
and is employed in determining it in practice, by the most 
accurate method. 

When the angle of the prism is very small, we can obtain a 
useful expression for D. For we then have — 


v< 


fi - limiting value of - 

m 

1) 4- A 
A “ 

'riius D = A(/i - i). 


sin 


I) + A 


. A 
sin - 
2 


Consider a small divergent pencil refracted through a 
prism, very near to its edge, in the plane of a prihcipal section, 
and at minimum deviation. 

The divergence of the pencil at right angles to the plane of 
principal section is unaltered on passing out of the prism. For 
consider a ray in the prism at right angles to the edge, but not 
in the principal .section. The position of this ray determines, 
and determines in precisely the same manner, the positions of 
the entering and emerging rays. Thus, since the ray we have 
considered inside the prism is situated in just the same way 
with regard to the two faces, the entering and emerging rays 
are situated in just the same way on the two sides of the prism, 
and the ray on emerging makes the same angle with the plane 
of principal section as on entering. Thus the divergence at 
right angles to this plane is unaltered. 

The divergence in the plane of principal section is 
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unaltered. For since the direction of the pencil is such as to | 
give minimum deviation, a small alteration in its direction will j 
produce no alteration, practically, in the deviation. Thus two* 
rays in the plane of principal section will have the same 
divergence on emergence as on entry, the limiting ratio of the 
angle between the rays on emergence to the angle between them 

Q 

A 


P 


Fif,. I.,. 

on entry, when the latter becomes indefinitely small, being unity. 
Thus the divergence in the plane of principal section is unaltered. 

It follows that the pencil emerging from the prism will be a 
pencil diverging apparently from a single point in the jdane of 
principal section, and this point, Q, is at the same distance from 
the prism where the rays enter it, or from A, as is the point 
P, from which they originally come. 

Thus a visible point, or a small object, at P, gives, by means 
of a pencil or pencils in the x)Osition of minimum deviation, a 
true virtual image at Q. It should be noticed, as in the cases 
of the mirror, that all the rays of a large pencil from P would 
not pass through Q, this point being only the limiting position 
of the intersection of these rays when they are taken indefinitely 
near to each other and to the ray in the position of minimum 
deviation. 

It could be shown in just the same manner that a pencil 
converging to Q, that is, so as to give a virtual object at Q, 
would form, after refraction, a real image at P. 

The points P and Q are conjugate foci with respect to 
the prism. 




Lenses, 


55 


Lkxsks. 

A lens is a portion of a refracting medium whose boundary 
surfaces are, in general, ])ortions of surfaces of revolution 
having a common axis : this axis is called the axis of the lens. 

If the surfaces do not meet, we may suppose the boundary 
of the meciium to be completed by a portion of a cylinder 
having the same axis as the lens, but these portions will have 
nothing to do with the ordinary action of the lens. 

We shall consider lenses having for boundary surfaces 
])ortions of spheres. The axis of such a lens is the straight line 
joining the centres of the spheres of which the boundary 
surfaces are parts. 

One of the bounding surfaces may be a plane, as a 
particular case of a sj)here having an infinitely large radius. 
Then the axis of the lens is the straight line drawn from the 
centre of the spherical surface perpendicular to the plane. 

The six general forms of lenses are shown in the accom- 



u h c d e f 

Kii. 46. 


panying figure. They are sometimes called by the following 
names : — 

double convex ; 

convexo-concave, concavo-convex, or meniscus ; 
r, coiivexo-planc, or plano-convex ; 
d, double concave ; 

c, convexo-concavc, or concavo-convex ; 

/, ('oncavo-planc, or plano-concave. 

The order of tlie words combined to name the lens refers to 
the order in which the light falls on the two surfaces. The 
surface on which the light first fells is called the f/v/d, and the 
other the surface. 

• A more important classification is as follows : — 
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Lenses thickest in the middle are called convex, or 
convergent. 

Lenses thinnest in the middle are called concave, or 
divergent. 

To lead up to tlie refraction of light through lenses, let us 
first consider the following case : Suppose a small pencil of 
light to fall on the spherical boundary of a refracting medium, 
along a radius of the sphere : to find the focus of the pencil 
after refraction. 

We shall make the same convention with regard to signs 
as was made in the case of reflexion. Distances will be 
measured along a ratlins from the surface of the medium, 
and those measured in the direction opposite to the incident 
light will be considered positive; those measured in the 
other direction, negative. 



figure, positive. The refracting medium, of index /m, is to the 
left of the surface. 

P is a visible point on the radius through A. Let a ray 
from P meet the surface in R. 

O R is normal to the surface at R, Thus the refracted ray 
at R lies in the plane O R P. And, supposing greater than 
I, its production backward lies between R O and R P. Let 
this ray meet A O P in 

As the ray R approaches to the line P A, and ultimately 
coincides with it, q moves up to a definite limiting position : 
call this Q. JjCi AP = //, AQ = 7u These distances are both 
positive in the figure, so that u and 7 ; are both positive 
(iuantities. • 
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We have from the figure the relation — 
sin ORP = /t* sin OR^^. 


To get a relation among the lengths of lines, we write 
this — ' ' -■ 


OP 

sin ROP • ^ sin RCy 

rpi OP 0(/ 

'"“rk-'-k. 


In the limit this becomes — 


Or/ 


OV OQ 
Al* ~ A()‘ 



v(ji — r) = /it//(7» — ;*). 
Divide throughout by wrr, and we get — 



Or, we may write — 

7' ^ r ' 


In the case we have taken 7\ r arc all positive ; but the 
formula would be found to be universally true, whatever be 
the signs of these quantities. I-,et us, for example, suppose 



the bounding surface of the medium to be convex. Then it may 
be seen that the refracted rays may meet the radius through 
P on either side of A. Suppose they meet it on the left of A, 
which is the case for positions of P far from A. 
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Since PRO is supplementary to the angle of incidence, and 
/yRO is the angle of refraction, the figure gives — 

sin FRO = /A sin ^/RC). 

Thus sin ROP • 21! = )“ *>'« • 2? ; 

Kr //R 

OP _ lO 

kP“ ^ 

In the limit this becomes — 

OP _ go 

AP 

In this, of course, the mere absolute magnitudes of the 
lengths involved are meant. 

Now — 

OP - OA + AP = -/• + //, 

since — ;>* is a positive quantity, and r is in numerical magnitude 
e^iual to (JA. 

AP = 7/, 

QO = QA-()As=: 

(^A = — V. 

Therefore the above relation becomes — 

u -- r — r -P r 

u ^ — 7 ' ^ 7 - 

This is the same relation as before, and gives, as before — 

- I = ^ . 

V u r * 

If a small pencil of light along A O in the medium has 
Q for its focus, it will, on emergence, have P for its focus ; 
since the paths of the rays arc reversible. P and Q may be 
called conjugate foci. 

The above formula, is useful in itself ; and would be used 
to find, for instance, the apparent position of a point, when 
we know the real position, or via* versCt^ the point being 
embedded in a refracting medium with a spherical boundary, 
and looked at normally to the surface. Thus we can 
optically determine the thickness of a lens if we know its 
refractive index, and the curvature of one surface, and if w'c 
can find the position of the image of a mark on the other 
surface where the axis meets it when looked at through the 
first surface along the axis. * . 
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The formula has, however, a more important application, 
as we now proceed to show. 

Suppose we have a lens whose thickness may be neglected. 
I^et the radii of its front and back surfaces be r and j, regard 
being had to the sign. In the figure drawn both and s are 
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positive. Suppose there is a small axial pencil with focus at 
P, a point at a distance, //, from where the axis meets the lens. 
Since the thickness of the lens is neglected, we may suppose 
the axis to meet it in a point ; and distances will be measured 
along the axis from this pmnt. Let this pencil give rise, on 
entering the lens, to a ])enciT with focus Q', at distance v' from 
the lens ; and let this, on emerging, give rise to a pencil with 
focus at Q, at distance r' from the lens. 

Then from refraction of the pencil into the lens we have — 


And for the refraction out of the lens, since the corre- 
sponding refracting index is w'C have — 


(;r— 



Adding (i) and (:?), we get — 


w 
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This very important formula gives the relation between the 
positions of a point on the axis of a lens and of its image as 
formed by the lens. 

From the reversibility of the paths of the rays, it follows 
that a pencil on the left-hand side of the lens, having Q for 
focus, would give a pencil on the other side, with P for focus. 
'Fhe same thing would follow from the formula. 'Fhe points 
P and Q are conjugate foci with respect to tlic lens. 

We have met with four cases of conjugate foci. These were 
formed with respect to (i) spherical mirrors, (2) prisms, 
refracting spherical surfaces, (4) lenses. In any case the 
existence of the conjugate foci is inferred at once from the 
reversibility of the rays. In any case a pair of conjugate foci 
has the following property : Supi)ose a pencil willi P as focus, 
real or virtual ; let this give a pencil with Q as focus, real or 
virtual ; then a pencil with Q as focus of the same sort as that 
we have just supposed to be at Q will give a pencil with P as 
focus of the same sort as we supposed at P. Thus, for example, 
take the case of the prism, Fig. 45. A pencil with real focus 
at P gives a pencil with virtual focus at Q. A pencil co- 
inciding with this latter, but convergent, whereas the latter 
was divergent, having a virtual focus at Q, will give rise to a 
pencil with real focus at P. A pencil with real focus at Q 
would give, by refraction through the prism, something (juite 
different \ in fact, a pencil with no point-focus at all. 

Suppose that P (Fig. 49) goes to infinity, that is, that the 
pencil incident on the lens is a parallel one, I’he corre- 
sponding value of V is called the focal length of the lens. It 
is denoted by /, and is given by — 

The corresponding position of Q is called the principal 
focus of the lens, and we shall, in general, denote it by F. 

The formula for the lens may now be written — 

I 1 _ i 
V n^f' 

For a convex lens, thickest in the middle, by examining all 
the cases that may occur, we see that - is always algebraically 

less ihan For example, in the accompanying figure of a 
meniscus, with the light incident on the convex side, ancl s 
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are both negative, and /* is numerically smaller than s. There- 
fore i is numerically greater and algebraically less than And 
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we should find ^ algebraically less Uian j in any case of a 
convex lens. 

Thus I — 1 is a negative quantity; 

/* s 

.•./is negative ; 

and T is on the negative side of the lens. 

The rays which the paraUpl pencil gives on passing through 
the lens converge to the point K, and really pass through it. 
Thus F is a real prmcipal focus. 

From the formula — 

III 

v-l-T 

since /is negative, it follows that - is always algebraically less 

than-. Let us consider the cases that can occur with this 
u 

condition. 'Flic figures show them. 

( 1) // positive ; v may be positive ; v must then be greater 
than u (Fig. 51). 

(2) u positive ; v may be negative (Fig. 52). 

(3) u negative ; v must be negative, and numerically less 
tlian // (Fig. 53). 

In any case it is seen that the pencil is more convergent 
(or less divergent) after jiassing through the lens. Thus the 
lens is called a converging lens. 

For a concave lens, thinnest in the middle, by examining 
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all the cases that m.iy occur, we see that ^ is always alge- 
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Thus ^ is a positive quantity ; 

/./is positive; 

and F i.: on the positive side of the lens. 

The rays which the parallel pencil gives on passing through 
the lenj appear to diverge from the point F, but do not really 
pass through it (Fig. 54). 
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Thus F is a virtual principal focus. 

From Ihc formula — 

I I _ I 
V u f 

since f is positive, it follows that - is always algebraically 



Fig. m* 


greater than Let us consider the cases that can occur 


with this condition. The figures show them. 

CO '' positive; v must be positive, and numerically less 
than // (Fig. 55). 



negative ; v may be positive (Fig. 56). 
u negative ; v may be negative ; v must then be 
numerically greater than u (Fig, 57). 

In any case it is se^n that the pencil is more divergent 
(or less convergent) after passing through the lens. Thus the 
lens is called a diverging lens. 

It should be noticed that a convex lens behaves like a 
concave mirror in having a real principal focus, and in con- 
verging axial pencils ; a concave lens behaves like a convex 
mirror in having a virtual principal focus and in diverging 
axial^ pencils. 
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Notice again, however, that both concave mirror and con- 
cave lens have positive focal lengths ; and convex mirror 
and convex lens have negative focal lengths, according to our 
convention with regard to sign. 
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Any lens will have two principal foci, one for light falling 
on it from each side. They will be at equal distances from 
the lens. For if the radii of the surfaces for light falling on 
the lens from one side — right, say— are ;* and j, the radii for 
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light falling on the lens from the left will be — j and — r ; so 
that the focal length,/, for light from the left is given by — 



We shall denote the principal focus for light coming from 
the negative side by F'. 

It should be noticed that a principal focus, on account of 
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the reversibility of rays, has also this property. A pencil of 
light having a principal focus of a lens for its focus will, after 
passing through the lens, become a parallel pencil, along the 
axis. Notice that the pencil must have the principal focus for 
a real or a virtual focus according as it is a real or a virtual 
focus of the lens. 

We shall now consider the variations in position of the 
image as the position of the object is changed. We shall 
make use of the formula — 

I I I 

V 

or — 


1. Convex lens — 

When // - 00, 7 ' = /; Le. object at infinity gives image 

at V. 

As u decreases in value from oo to the positive fiuantity 
— /, V decreases algebraically from /to — co , Thus, as object 
moves up from infinity to F', image moves off from F to 
infinity on the left. 

Object at F' gives image at infinity. 

As u decreases from — jfe to o, v decreases from oo to o. 
'Flius, as object moves from F' up to the lens, the image, which 
is virtual, moves from infinity up to the lens. 

It should be noticed that the object gives a real or a 
* virtual image according as it is beyond or within the principal 
focus F'. 

2. Concave lens — 

When u CO = fi ue. object at infinity gives virtual 
image at F. 

As u decreases from oo to o, v decreases from / to o. 
Thus, as the object moves up from infinity to the lens, the 
image moves up from F to the lens. 

It should be noticed that the image is always virtual. 

We have only considered the cases in which the object is 
real ; and the general conclusions drawn refer only to such cases. 
The cases in which the object is virtual may be considered in 
just the same way as the others by the help of the formula. 

Centre of Lens. — Consider a lens of thickness /, so that 
AB = / in the figure. Suppose a ray to pass through the lens 
so as to be undeviated. Then it must undergo equal and 
opposite deviations at entry and emergence, at the points 


;/ / 


u 
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As before, we have — 

AC _ BC . 

AO, “ BOa ’ 

BC = /-AC ; AO, = -r; BO3 = j. 

.AC /-AC. 

— r~ s ’ 

AC • f = - ;•/ + AC • r ; 



Thus the distance of C to the right of A is negative 

• . . . <■/ 
quantity, since r is negative, s and / positive), and BC = 

'riie point C is called the centre of the lens. 

If we neglect the thickness, /, of the lens, AC = BC -- o- 
Thus, for a thin lens the centre is the point at which the axis 
meets the lens ; and a ray through this point will be undeviated. 
An object situated on the axis of a lens, and all in a plane 
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at right angles to the axis, and of very small dimensions, will 
have an image of itself formed on the axis, and similar to 
itself. 

Consider a convex lens, and such an object P/, P being 
on the axis, and farther off than The point p sends out 
a ray, p R, parallel to the axis, which passes, after leaving the 
lens, through the focus F, very nearly, because p is very near 
the axis. The ray p C, through the centre C, goes on un- 
deviated. The point of intersection, of these two rays gives 
the /ocus of all the rays, which come from P, after passing 
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through the lens. Draw perpendicular to the axis. 
Then — 

QF__Q./_Q./_QC 
FC ““CR“P/ ”CP’ 

Thus Q is a fixed poiAt, and the images of all points of 
the object are on the same plane through Q. And since — 

. QC 
Vp “ CP* 

it follows that the image is similar to the object. 

It must be noticed that, for these results to hold, any point, 
as /, of the object must be so near the axis that the ray from 
it parallel to the axis may practically pass through F after 
deviation by the lens. 

Graphic Construction of Images. — We shall now 
consider a method, similar to that used in the case of mirrors, 
of constructing the image, formed by a thin lens, of a small 
object on the axis. As in that case, we shall find the focus of 
a small pencil near the axis, after it passes through the lens 
by drawing two of its rays. And we can draw the three follow- 
ing rays 

(1) The ray which passes tjirough the centre of the lens : 
this continues in the same straight line. 

(2) The ray which comes in parallel to the axis : this is 
continued through the focus F. 

(3) The ray which comes in through the focus F : this is 
continued parallel to the axis. 

We shall now consider the three different general cases 



S B 



A 

T 

1 

I 
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that may occur, giving the graphic construction for each case, 
the object being real. 
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I . Convex Lens: Object b^mid focus 

Take A B, a small object in a plane perpendicular to the 
axis, with the point A on the axis (Fig. 61). 

The rays B C, B S, B T, from the point B of the object, 
arc respectively through the centre, parallel to the axis, and 
tiirough the focus F'. They continue through the centre, 
through the locus F, and parallel to the axis. They give by 
their intersection the point the image of B. b is seen by 
means of a pencil of rays of which these are three. The 
image a b oi the whole object is shown in magnitude and 
t)Osition by drawing b a perpendicular to the axis. 

'I hc image is real and inverted. 

II. Convex Lens : Object between lens and focus F'. 

The same rays as before are here drawn. The pencil they 
give, after passing through the lens, has now a virtual focus, b. 
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The rays b B, ^ S, ^ T have now no physical existence ; but the 
action on the left-hand side of the lens, and the effect on the 
eye, are the same as if they had. The whole image ba is found 
as before. 

The image is virtual and creef. 

III. Concave I.ens. 

The construction follows the same lines as before. Notice, 
now, the interchange of positions of F and F'. Another figure 
should be drawn in which A is between C and F. It will be 
seen that there is no radical difference (Fig. 63). 

The image is virtual and erect. 

Remarks may be made on these cases similar to those 
made for mirrors. 

'rhe image is now real or virtual according as it is on the 
opposite side or on the same side of the lens as the object. 
In 4tSis respect the images formed by a mirror and lens differ. 
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For with a lens the rays from a given point pass really through 
the image of the point when, and only when, the image is on 
the other side of the lens; with a mirror they pass really 



through the image when, and only when, the image is on the 
same side. 

The following statements have been made for mirrors, and 
apply to mirrors and lenses : — 

The image is erect or inverted according as it is on 
the same side or on the opposite side of C from the 
object. 

The image is real when inverted, virtual when erect. 

Magnification. — This term has just the same signification 
here as for a mirror. Denote the magnification by ///, as before. 
Then from any of the ijgures just drawn — 


We shall now deduce sonic important expressions for ///. 
What follows is applicable to any one of the three figures. All 
three should be referred to. 

From similar triangles abc^ ABC, we get — 

ab Ca 
■ AB“CA^ 


distance of image from lens / v 

distance of object from lens 


Taking the trace of the lens on the paper to be a straight 
line at right angles to the axis, as is done in the case of the 
mirrors, wc get the following expressions : — ^ 
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From similar triangles ab?^ CSF, we get — 

_ ab _db _aY 

“ AB “ CS “ CF 

distance of image from focus F 

i,e, m = , • 

focal length 

From similar triangles CTF', ABF', we get — 

^ ab _CT _ CF' 

“ AB “ AB' “ AF 
_ focal length 

” distance of object from focus F' 


(2) 


(3) 


1'he numerical values merely of the quantities in these 
fractions are to be understood. 

We can express m in symbols in any of the following ways, 
from the above expressions, the numerical values of the 
fractions given being understood : — 



/ « +/ 


The expression number 3, involving the position of the 
object, and not of the image, is about the most important. 

We shall draw some genfiral inferences with regard to the 
magnification produced. 

Convex Lens , — When the object is at a distance from the 
lens greater than 2/, it is at a greater distance than f from 
F'. Thus by (3) the image is diminished. When the object 
is at a distance from the lens less than 2/, it is at a less 
distance than f from F. Thus the image is mapiified. 

Concave Lens , — The object is always at a greater distance 
than f from F' ; so that the image is always diminished. 

We shall now enumerate, for reference, the characteristics 
of the image formed by either lens, and for all positions of the 
object, with regard to the following four particulars : — 

(1) Position; 

(2) Whether real or virtual; 

(3) Whether erect or inverted ; 

(4) Size. 

Cofwex Letts — 


Object at greater distance from lens than 2 /; image to 
left of F, real, inverted, diminished. 

Object at distance 2/; image at distance 2/ on left, real, 
iiyierted, equal to object. 
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Object at distance between / and 2/; image to left of F, 
real, inverted, magnified. 

Object between lens and F' ; image to right of lens, virtual, 
erect, magnified. 

Concave Lens — 

Object in front of lens ; image in front of lens, between 
lens and F, virtual, erect, diminished. 

Throughout, the close resemblance of behaviour between 
a concave mirror and a convex lens, and between a convex 
mirror Jind a concave lens, should be noticed. 

.. Combination of Thin Lenses in Contact. — Suppose 
any number of lenses of unappreciable thickness be placed so 
as to have the same axis and to be all in contact. Let the 
lenses be n in number, and have focal lengths /i, 

Suppose a small object, at distance u from the combination, 
forms an image in the first at distance 7 'i ; this forms an image 
in the second at distance 7*2 \ and so on ; so that an image is 
formed in the last at distance 7’,.. 

Then— 

Li t • 


I __ 1 


Therefore, by addition — 

---=7+)+ 

» Jl Ji 


I 

z 



Now, a single lens, if placed in the same position as the 
combination, would form an image of the object in the same 
position as this image, if its focal length, F, is given by — 



This lens is said to be equivalent to the given system of 
thin lenses. 

If the lenses are separated by finite distances, etc., 
no single thin lens can be found so as in all cases to produce 
an image of a given small object in the same position as the 
lenses would. In this case the final position of the image is to 
be calculated by such equations as — 
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I I _ I 

*'i fi 

I _ r __ 1 
' ■£ 4 - 

and so on. 

If \vc have two lenses, of focal lengths separated by 
an interval, a; and if r is the distance from the second at 
which is formed a focus for a parallel pencil striking the first, 
then — 


I __ I 
’"/i 



1 

i 


7; 

^ f.(A + 

f I 


This is the focal length of a lens which must be used 
instead of the combination, and placed in the position of the 
second, to bring the parallel pencil to the same focus as the 
combination. • 

Determination of Focal Length. — The focal length of 
a lens can be found by many methods. We shall suppose, 
here, that the thickness of tlie lens is inconsiderable. ‘ 

Suppose a small pencil of light to fall on the lens axially from 
a focus, P, and to produce a conjugate focus, Q. Then, if the 
distances of P and Q from the lens can be measured, the focal 
length can be calculated by the formula — 


I I _ ^ • 

V u J 

For a convex lens this method may be practised by fixing 
the lens in a holder on the optical bank, with its axis parallel to 
the bank, and setting up a small object, such as a pair of cross- 
wires, on another holder, so that this object can be moved 
along the axis of the lens. Then set a screen on the other 
side of the lens and fix it in the best position for receiving an 
image, formed by the lens, of the object u and v can now be 
measured, and in this case it must be noticed that if is 
negative. 

>For a concave lens with a real object we should always 
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have a virtual image. The method may be carried out by 
using a virtual object. Place a convex lens so as to converge 
a pencil of light to a point on its axis. Now place the concave 
lens in the way of this pencil, so that the rays do not reach 
this focus, but converge to one further off, being diverged by 
the concave lens. The distances from the lens, of these two 
foci, must be measured] they are respectively — w and — 

A concave lens may be combined with a convex of known 
focal length, /], and such that it forms with the concave a 
convex combination, whose focal length, F, can be found. 
Then the focal length,/-, of the concave is found by — 


For a convex lens a pencil of parallel rays, such as the 
rays from the sun, may be allowed to fall on the lens along 
its axis. The point of convergence of these rays can then 
be found by receiving them on a screen. This point is a 
principal focus of the lens, and its distance from the lens is, 
numerically, the focal length. 

In any case we may use a virtual image if we can find 
its position. We may, for instance, find the focal length of a 
concave lens by letting parallel rays fall on the lens, giving 
a virtual focus ; and then measure the distance of this focus 
from the lens. The position of a virtual image may be found 
as follows : A convex lens and screen are arranged at a fixed 
distance apart, and the distance of an object from the lens, 
so placed as to produce an image on the screen, is found. 
I'hen, if the lens and screen are placed so as to produce an 



Fig. 64. 

image on the screen of a given virtual image, the position of 
this image is known. 

I'he focal length of the lens and its distance from the screen 
must be such as to allow it to get near enough to the virtual 
image in any case. 


Lenses. 


75 


The accompanying diagram shows the way in which the 
arrangement is used to determine the position of the virtual 
imago Q of an object, P, formed by a concave lens. 

Another method, similar in principle to this, for doing the 
same thing, is to have, irfstead of convex lens and screen, 
a reading telescope : this consists simply of a convex lens, 
a pair of cross-wires, taking the idace of S, at which the image 
is to be formed, and a lens of short focal length behind the 
cross-wires by which to see the image. 


K\ami*les. 

1. A horizontal plate of glass 0*3 in. thick is under a depth of 2*5 
iiiM. of water : to an eye looking vertically downwards, find how far below 
the surface of the water a small spot on the under surface of the glass 
aj)i)ears to be, the refractive indices of glass and water being 1*6 and 1’3. 

2. The iiiiniimim deviation of a ray of liglit produced by passing 
through a jirisin of angle 60® 6' 2c" is 42° 40' z 3 ' : show how to use these 
results to determine the refractive index of the glass prism, and find it, 
having given — 

1. sin 51° 24' = 9‘89294, h sin 30° 4' -* 9‘69984, 

L sill 51° 23' = 9*89284, I. sin 30° 3' = 9*69963, 
log 1*5610 = 0*19340, log 1*5600 = 0*19312. 

(Lond. Int. Sci. lions., 1886,) 

3. Taking the refractive index from air to glass as .3, draw an accurate 
picture of tlic path of a ray of monochromatic light, >\hich falls at an 
incidence of 60” on the face of a prism, whose vertical angle is 30”. (Science 
and ArL Advanced, 1894.) 

4. Find the apparent jiosition of a small object at the centre of a 
globe containing water, w'heii seen by an eye outside ; the radius of the 
globe being 5 ins., and the refractive index of water ij. 

5. Given a double concave lens of 5cnis. thickness, the radii of curvature 
of its faces being 15 an<l 20 cms. lespcctivcly : find the jiosition of the 
image of a point on the axis 24 cms. from the nearer face. (I.ond. hit. Sei. 
Hons., 1S84.) 

6. A small air-bubble in a sphere of glass 4 ins. in diameter, ap])cars, 
when looked at so that the bubble and the centre of the sphere arc in a 
line with the eye, to be i in. from the surface : what is its true distance ? 
(fi 1*5.) (Loud. lilt. Sci. Pass, 1887.) 

7. Aii object is 20 feet from a screen ; given tw'o convex lenses 
rcsjicctively of 9 ins. and iS ins. focal length, explain how you will obtain 
(l) an erect and magnified, (2) an inverted and magnified image of the 
object on the screen. (Loud. Int. Sci. l*ass, 1886.) 
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- CHAPTER IV. 

FOCAL LIXFS--AnEKRATIOX— CAUSTICS, ♦ 

We have considered, hitherto, cases of pencils reflected or 
refracted in such manners as to give, after reflexion or refrac- 
tion, pencils with definite point-foci. We shall now sec that, 
in general, the reflected or refracted pencil will not have a 
focus, that is, there is no one point through which all its rays 
pass, even in the limit when the j)encil is taken indefinitely 
narrow, as there is in the special cases we have considered. 
These cases, however, which are the easiest to consider, are at 
the same time the most important in their bearing on practical 
applications of optics. The property of the pencil, that it has 
no point-focus, is called astigmatism. For an astigmatic 
pencil there are two regions, along its length, of maximum 
concentration of the rays, or of maximum intensity. I'hese 
approximate, in the cases we shall have to consider, as the 
pencil is taken indefinitely narrow, to two straight lines in 
directions at right angles to each other and to the pencil 
These lines are called focal lines. It will be convenient to 
consider one ray of the pencil as the principal ray round 
which the others are clustered. The points in which the 
principal ray is met by the focal lines are called the focal 
points. An astigmatic pencil may be illustrated by a number 
of stretched threads all lying close together, but not ])assing 
through a point, and made to pass through two straight slits 
at two different places along them, set at right angles to each 
other and to the general direction of the threads, care being 
taken that no thread is bent out of the straight line by the 
edge of a slit. It may happen, of course, that the focal lines 
of a pencil are virtual, so that they arc lines through which the 
rays would pass if produced. 

Suppose an eye so placed as to receive pencils coming 
from a visible point after they have been rendered astigmatic 
by reflexion or refraction. These pencils will give no true 
geometrical image of the point. And the assemblage of such 
pencils coming originally from the various points of an object 
give no true image of the object. Such a case is when an 
object is looked at under water obliquely to the surface, or 
when an object is viewed by oblique reflexion in a spherlbal 
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mirror. In such cases, as we know, a sort of image is sees; 
but this will be more or less blurred — the images of the various 
points will be situated between the focal lines of the corre- 
sponding pencils. This image will be more blurred the further 
apart the focal lines of each pencil are. The quantities of 
light comii'g from two neighbouring points of the object do 
not reach the eye as if they came from two distinct points, but 
will overlap and encroach upon each other, more or less, thus 
causing indistinctness. 

Suppose a straight line, as object, giving a series of astig- 
matic pencils (by reflexion or refraction) ; and suppose the 
image, of the sort above mentioned, formed by them, to come 
out a straight line parallel to the common direction of all the 
focal lines, of one sort, of the pencils. 'I'hen the result is that 
we have a straight line (the image) from all points of which 
rays proceed to the eye; and there are no rays, coming 
originally from the object, reaching the eye that do not pass 
through points on this straight line. There is, therefore, 
formed, in this case, a distinct image of the object, with no 
confusion, the image coinciding with the assemblage of focal 
lines, of one sort, of the pencils which reach the eye. The 
various points of the image do not correspond, separately, 
with the various points of the object, so that if the various 
points of the object were to be distinguished from each other, 
since these have corresponding to them in the image short n 
overlapping pieces, the image would be blurred ; but regarding 
the object merely as a straight line, the image also comes out 
a detinitc straight line, and the light proceeding from it to the 
eye may be regarded as an assemblage of pencils proceeding 
from its various points as from foci, although the light in any 
one of these pencils did not come from a single point of the 
object. 

The appearance presented to an eye will depend upon 
where the eye is placed. For instance, we have seen what the 
appearance is in the case of an eye looking at a small object 
under w.tter normally to the surface of the water. The image 
thus seen is the only true geometrical image of this object 
formed by rays refracted through the surface, or the only true 
image that can be seen by an eye looking at the object through 
the surface. But if the object is viewed obliquely to the surface, 
a confused image will be seen by means of astigmatic pencils ; 
and this image will be in a different position from tlie true 
image. 

^Suppose a narrow pencil, with P as focus, to fall on a plane 



78 


Light. 


or spherical reflecting or refracting surface. Let P R be the 
principal ray of the pencil. Let P O be normal to the surface. 
All the rays of the reflected or refracted pencil (or deviated 
pencil) will meet P O. The section of this pencil by a plane 



through the point where P O is met by the deviated ray from 
R and perpendicular to this ray is a very elongated figure 
of 8, approximating to a straight line as the pencil becomes 
very narrow. Denote it by ^ 2 . 'I'his is called the secondary 
focal line. 

All the rays of the pencil which are in any plane through 
PO will converge to or diverge from a point in this plane. 
So that all the rays of the pencil, being situated in a series of 
planes through P O, will converge to or diverge from a small 
straight line, r/i, at right angles to the plane P O R. This line 
is called the primary focal line. 

The plane P O R is called the primary plane. 

The plane through the deviated ray from R at right angles 
to the primary plane is called tlic secondary plane. 

The primary and secondary focal lines are, then, at riglit 
angles to the primary and secondary planes. 

We shall now consider, in detail, some of the pencils 
formed by reflexion and refraction of pencils with point-foci, 
and find the positions of their focal lines. 

Reflexion at Plane Surface.— AU the rays of a given 
pencil pass, after reflexion at a plane surface, accurately 
through the geometrical image of the focus of the given 
pencil. Thus no pencil will give a pencil having focal lines 
in this case. 'J'he reflected pencil will always have a point- 
focus. 
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, Refraction at Plane Surface.— Let the pencil from P, 
with rays such as P R, P S, be refracted at a plane surface. 
The figure is drawn for refraction from a denser to a lighter 
medium. 

Draw P O normal to the surface. The secondary focal 
line, ^o, is on P O. 

To find the posi- 
tion of the primary 
focal line, let us 
consider two neigh- 
bouring rays PR, PS, 
in a plane with PO. 

Let the angles of in- 
cidence and refraction 
of these rays be /, 

/ -f di, r + d7\ Let /i 
be the index of refrac- 
tion. 

Let PR = 7/; //,R 

* 7 ', ; 

Now, l_ RHS = di ; 



Thus Ji = “ dr = 

U 7 ', 

But since sin / = ft sin r, 

cos i di = fi cos r dr, 
cos*** f _ ft cos* r 

• . ■ ■ ' — - I 

7 / Vj 

uM cos“ r 

7^1 = ^ ^ 5 -^- 

COS'* / 

Again, OR = u sin i = sin r, 

.% ^3 = ft//. 

From these results we have — 

COS® r 


= *'2 


COS'* / 


Thus qx is nearer to or further from the surface than 
according as r is greater or less than i, that is, according as 
the refraction is into the lighter or denser medium. 

Reflexion at Spherical Surface.— Let C be the centre 
of ^ sphere. 
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Let CO = R ; PR = « ; R^i = 7’, ; Rj^a = ^a. 

Let the angles of incidence and reflexion at R be 4 

L RCSyi Z RPS + L PRC - L CSP 
L RPS + iPRi'i - hL PS^,. 
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Refraction at Spherical Surface.— Let the angles of 
incidence and refraction at R and S be /, r, i + di, r dr. 



Let CO = R ; PR = u \ R^/i ~ ; R^^g = 

Then di = PSC - PRC = f/'Kr - ) - ('Vc- i?PS) 

:= RPS- RCS; 
dr - ^,SC — ^^|RC ’ 

= R^,S - RCS. 

RS cos / _ RS , 
h “R ' 

RS cos ;* RS 
V, "R * 


Thus di = 
dr^ 


But sin / = /X sin r ; 

.*. cos i di = fi cos r dr. 

Thus ^ -Li - cos r 

ii R “ V, R ' 

, /A cos- r ^ cos® j _ fi cos r — cos i 
V z/, u R“ 


Let/lRCO - 0. 


R sin (^ - /) . , ^ . 

1 hen = cos ; — cot ^ sin / ; 

// sin 0 


R _ sin (6 - r) 


= cos r — cot 6 sin r. 


V .2 sin ( 

Multiply the second of these equations by fi ; subtract the 
firs^^rom it, and divide by R, and we get — 

c. 
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/X I _ — cos i f. V -I, 

2'a “ R ' 

Or this may be proved as follows : — 

A RCl* = A RLV, + A Rv',1’ ; 

R// sin / = l\7'g sin ;* -f- sin (i—r). 

Dnide l>v //z R sin /*, and remember ^ - u. 'I'hiis — 

fj ^ "" f 

7','' 7/^ ■ R 

An astigmatic pencil may be produced by reflexion or 
refraction of a pencil already astigmatic ; and we may require 
to know the focal lines of the pencil so produced. 
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I.ct P M N be the normal to the plate, or the axis, through P. 
All the rays incident at T U come from j)oints on the axis 
at //m, so that they will go on after emergence from points 
on the axis. Thus a focnl line, the secondary, will be formed 
on the axis at y.j. 

All the rays of the pencil in any jilane containing the 
axis, that is, coming from any given point of will proceed, 
after emergence, from some point in this plane. The position 
of this point we may calculate from that of by a formula 
already given at p. 79 for refraction at a single surface. The 
assemblage of such jjoints in all the planes through the axis, 
aiitl containing the various points of q\^ will be the primary 
focal line ^1. 

T.et i and r be the angles of incidence and refraction at R, 
and of refraction and incidence at T, 'fhen we have — 


And— 


,,, T COS- / ,,, . 

fJL COS- /* 


iy. = K./,+TR.^^,;;.Rl. + - 


COS r 


And— 


1 • 


^ fi cos* r 


n . 


= i(Rr/, + TR) 

.. RPH 

fi COS ;• 


If the thickness of the plate may be neglected, Ty, = Tq... 
Thus in this case qi and coincide, and the emergent pencil 
has a point-focus. Thus by refraction through a thin plate 
a true geometrical image is practically formed. 

Suppose a pencil to be refracted through a prism very 
near to its edge, and in a plane of principal section. Let the 
angles of incidence and refraction at the first and second faces 
be /, r; r\ i\ Let P, the focus of the pencil before entering 
the prism, be at distance u from the edge. 

At the first refraction let the focal lines y ^ be formed 
at , Stances 7^2 from the edge. The pencil having these 
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focal lilies undergoes refraction at the second surface, and 
we wish to investigate the form of the pencil so produced. 



is an assemblage of points in the plane of the paper. 
A pencil going from one of these points in the direction S 
has, after refraction at S, a secondary focal line j/.,.. All the 
rays of the given pencil from any one point of must, 
since they are in a plane at right angles to that of the paper, 
after refraction, meet in a point of y.. Thus all the rays from 
all the points of meet in j)oints in the plane of the paper 
at Thus q. is the secondary focal line of our astigmatic 
pencil after refraction at S. Thus this focal line deiiends 
only on the position of q\i, and not on that of q\ ; and has 
the same position as that of a pencil with focus at f/.. 

In the same way the rays from the various points of q\^ 
which is at right angles to the plane of the paj^er, give, by 
their intersection after refraction, the various points of the 
primary focal line, and this is the same as that of a pencil 
with focus at 

We can thus find the positions of y, and q.. By the 
formula; at p. 79-— 

1 COS” /' 
fJL cos^r'*'^ 

I COS” i' COS" r 
fi COS- r ^ COS" / 

COS" /' coh" r 

COS“ / COS" . 
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I , 

Z/y = -v: 

“ 

I 

— - ate 
= //. 

For the pencil at emergence to diverge from a point, we 
must have 7'i = 7'.,. Thus we must have / = r - /, or 
the pencil must be in the position of minimum deviation. In 
this case the distance of its focus at emergence from the edge 
is //. These results coincide with what we have already seen 
at p. 62. 

Pencil passing obliquely and centrically through 
Thin Lens. — When a pencil passes centrically, as P R S T, that 



with each other and with the centre ; and we may suppose 
distances to be measured from any of these three points 
indifferently. 

Let the surfaces of the lens have radii R, S ; and let fi 
be the index of refraction. Let the pencil PRST have P 
for focus, and be inclined at an angle, /, to the axis of the lens ; 
and let ;* be angle of refraction into the lens. Suppose this 
pencil has, on entering the lens, the focal lines ^1, and 
on emergence the focal lines 

Let RP = 7/ ; R(/, = : R/. = = Vi ; Sry.> = 7 -,. 

'rhen we have — 

fi cos® /' cos* 7 _ cos r — cos 1 
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And since the index of refraction out of the lens is - — 

r 


IXVy 


Or— 


cos^ 


/ /X cos- r ^ cos / — /W. cos r 

n " “ S ’ 

Adding and dividing by cos- /, we get — 

T T ^ /I cos r — cos /Y * ^ ^ \ 
7 ', 7 / cos'- / V K S / 

Again — 


fL 1 fi cos r — cos / ^ 

“ /7 “ R ' 

cos / — /X cos r . 
S 


* ^ 
and - — 


A ^ - 1 cos r - cos M ( - - j ) • 
7’„ 7/ ' ' K S 


When / is small, cos- / is very nearly equal to unity, and the 
difference between 7', and 7’., is very small. Thus the focal 
lines are very near together, and a good approxim.ilion to a 
geometrical image is obtained for points near the axis. 

In this case, / and r being small quantities of the first order, 
cos i and cos ;* differ from unity by small (piantities of the 
r.econd order. So that we have the equations, coirect to 
small fiuantities of the first order. - 


1 

7-3 


1 I 1 

// 7'.> U 




Thus tlic distance of the image is given, to the first order 
of small quantities, by the ordinary formula — 

I I T 

v~ v~ J 

When a broad pencil of light, with a focus P, is reflected 
or refracted at a spherical surface, the rays do not, after re- 
flexion or refraction, all pass through the same point. If the 
pencil is made indefinitely narrow and along the axis, that is, 
the radius tl^ough P of the surface, the rays do converge, 
after reflexion or refraction, to a definite point Q on the axis. 
In the same way, a broad pencil with a point P on the ajfls, of 
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a lens as focus will not, after refraction through the lens, have 
all its rays passing through a single point. But if the pencil 
is made indefinitely narrow and along the axis, it will have a 
definite focus, Q, after refraction. 

The fact that, as the pencil is made broader, its rays pass 
further away from Q, the focus conjugate to P, is called 
aberration of the rays. It is due to the special shape of the 
surface at which the rays are deviated ; and for spherical 
surfaces it is called spherical aberration. 

'I'he aberration of a ray jiroceeding from a point P on 
the axis is the distance of the point at which it cuts the axis 
after deviation from Q, the conjugate focus of P. 

When the ray from P is taken indefinitely close to the 
axis, the point of its ultimate intersection with the axis after 
deviation is (J. So that such a ray has no aberration. 

The aberration of a pencil is the greatest aberration of 
Us rays. 

We shall now consider the aberration of the rays, in certain 
cases, in small direct 
pencils ; that is, the prin- 
cipal ray of the pencil will 
be supposed normal to 
the surface, and any other 
ray very nearly normal. 

Pencil refracted at 
Plane Surface.— I.et /x 
be the index of refraction. 

Let P N the normal from 
P on the surface = u. Let 
the ray P R after refraction at R meet the surface in r/, so 
that N</ = 7'. And let NR = y, 'fhen — 

sin RPN - fJL sin R57N, 

i.i\ = ^LStr -f y\ 



'^I'hus approximately — 


= ... 

■ / 

Approximately v - /*« ; and putting this., value in the 
small term in f, we get — 
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z/ = /!// 4 - ^ — • 

2 U 

This result is corr jct as far as the third power of j', that is, 
if we agree to neglect the fourth and higher powers. For if 
a more exact value of ?/ were obtained, the next term would 
contain y. 

The point to which the rays converge when y is made 
indefinitely small is the focus conjugate to P ; and we see, as 
before, that it is given by — 

V = flU, 

The aberration of the ray Ry is — 

o o 

- u“ — I y 

r' — 7' = ^ ‘ • 

/X 2U 

The aberration is from or towards the surface according 
as ft is > or < i. 

This investigation and those which follow show more clearly 
how, as the ray approaches nearer to the axis, the point at 
which it intersects the axis after deviation approaches to a 
definite limiting position. 

To find where a Ray refiected at a Spherical Surface, 
and close to the Axis of the Surface, meets the Surface 
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after Reflexion.— Let the ray P R after reflexion at R 
intersect the axis in Let CO = R. I^t OP = « j Oy = r'. 
I^et the perpendicular from R on OC = y. 

Since RC bisects the angle PR^ — 

PR;R?=:PC:Cir; 

PR.Cy = R^.PC. 
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Now PR- = PC“ + CR“ + 2PC . CR cos RCO ; 
And sin RCO = v.. 


cos RCO ^ I - 

V® 

= I — , approximately. 

2 K.“ 

I’R® r. ( 1 / - R)'* + R» + 2(« - R)R ( 1 - ) 


« M — R 

= -r 

- J 1 _ ( ^ _iV-’ • 

.M>R •= « { I - ( _ 1 ) [ , approximately. 

Similarly — 

Thus we get — 

- '>1- ( K " (“ - 

Divide by //t 'R, and we get — 

f I _ i V I - r - f ' -i Vi- r ' -i V"’ ^ • 

Vr/ \ij[ \R /J2k:‘VR uJr VR i/Vai-'j’ 

Substituting in the last term the api)roximate value of - 

t' 

got by neglecting this term, we get — 

"4.1= ‘ -iV.-’'' 

R^\R uJ R 

If T’ is the distance from O of Q, the focus conjugate to P — 

?+r/-K’ 

‘■7/ »“\R u) R 
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7/- 




To find where a Ray refracted at a Spherical 
Surface, and close to the Axis of the Surface, meets 
the Axis after Refraction.— Let the ray P R be refracted so 



as to meet the axis P A in Q\ Let Q l)e the limiting; position 
of Q' when R is indefinitely close to A. Let AO - K ; 
AP = //; AQ =r 7^ ; Ai^ = Let AR he a very small 
dista:xe, and = j’. - ^ ' 

'I’hen we have— " " ' • . . : 

^ /xOQ'.RP = OP RCV. 

Now RP" = R- + (// — R)- 4 - — R) cos ^ 

= R“ + (« - R)- + 2R(w - R) (i - nearly, 
= «" - (« - 


Rl* r- u\i 


\R 7// 27 /! 


Similarly — 




Thus— 


I\/l 

7/^7-' r 
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Dividing by //z^'R, we get — 

•'r/ //■" R 7*7 \R //Ar' J2' 

Substitute for v* in the small term containing f from the 
a])proximate equation — 


// __ 1, _ /i. - I 

r' //"" R ■ 

Thus we get- - 

V It R \r \ R u ' ^ ti R // ) 2 
_ /X - 1 /X - I /' I _ 1 y-Y ^ + I V' 

" R ,x- ■/// U< // J 2 ’ 

To find the Aberration of a Ray passing with Small 
Excentricity through a Thin Lens. — Let P B A be the axis 
of the lens ; R and S the radii of its front and back surfaces. 



TiCt P R S Tbe the course of the ray. T^et S R and T S pro- 
duced meet the axis in Q„ Q^, at distances 7 |, 7'o from the lens. 
Let A R, and therefore B S, nearly =* r. 

Then we have — 

^ _ i - 4. f _ i vr i V’' 

w“ R ^ uJ 'vR u J 2’ 
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This equation connects //, and R. To find a sirdar 
equation connecting 7'o, 7^, and S, notice that a ray along T S 
proceeding to Qo, would, on refraction at the surface ^ S, 
proceed to Qi. 'Fhus in the above we have to replace 7',, 
and R by — r'a, — 7'i, and — S ; or we may cliangc all signs and 
write 7 '«, 7 \, and S. Thus we get — 


7’i r'o S /X- \S 7'o/ \ S 7 \. ' 2 

Subtracting, we get — 



vs 7*,y vs 7', J ; 2 * 


If 7 ' is the limiting value of we have — 



We may use the approximate value of 7‘o got from this in 
the term containing j*- ; and write — 



Thf} aberration of tlie ray S'r is — 



The aberration for a ray parallel to the axis is got by 
putting - CO ; T' “ /; and is— 



R and S can be so chosen, subject to the condition that 
the lens shall have a given focal length, as to make the 
numerical value of this aberration a minimum. 

If /A = 21 as is approximately the case for crown j^lass, the 
lens which will produce least aberration in a parallel pencil 
along the axis is such that S = -GR. Such a lens is called a 
crossed lens. 
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It would be possible so to choose the values of R and S 
for a lens of given focal length as to make the above ex- 
pression, for the aberration ot a ray from any point on the 
axis, vanish for certain vahics of u. The corresponding object- 
points are called aplanatic foci of the lens. Such a lens, 
it would be found, must have one surface convex and the 
other concave. An ordinary converging lens, with both 
surfaces convex, or with one plane, always produces a positive 
aberration ; and a diverging lens, with both surfaces concave, 
i)r with one plane, always produces a negative aberration. It 
will be useful to notice that what these conclusions come to 
is this : any ordinary lens will produce aberration in such a 
manner that its marginal i)Qrtipns will behave like a lens of 
numerically shorter focal length than its central portion. 

Suppose we have a pencil R S // reflected or refracted at a 
surface, so that i) y is its aberration. Take two rays, T //, U /, 



in the plane with R //, S i/ intersecting the axis in y', and meeting 
these rays in // b. Then Ji k disappears when the rays T U / 
lie on the .txis, or when they coincide with R y, S q. So that for 
some intermediate position of T q\ U /, h k is a maximum. Let 
the figure represent this position. Then a circle on Z//?- as 
diameter, and at right angles to the axis, is the least area tlirough 
which the entire pencil passes. This circle is called the least 
circle of aberration. 

Suppose we take a series of normal sections to a very 
narrow astigmatic pencil, between its focal lines, the direction 
of these being at right angles to each other. As the section 
])asses from the first to the second focal line, its breadth in the 
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direction of the first focal line diminishes to zero, and its 
breadth in the direction of the second focal line increases from 
zero. Thus in some position this section will liave ccpial 
breadths in the directions of the two focal lines. This section 
is called the circle of least confusion of tlic jiencil. v 
When an image of an object is seen by astigmatic pencils, 
we may regard the image as being the assemblage of all the 
circles of least confusion of the pciii ils. 

The position and diameter of the circle of least confusion 
may be easily found. Let the orthogonal section of tlie pem il 



at A have breadths in the primary and secondarv plane 
HK. -= a ; MN - b, T.et Ayi = = 7'.,, Let U be the 

centre of the circle of least confusion h m k n. And let AO ~ x, 
I'hcn — 

hk X — 7', 
a “■ 7’, 

///// _ ze — a 

b ~ 7'.j 

And hk = ;////, 

• ^ 1 ) 

‘ ' a Vi(7\, — xf 
x{a7\, 4 - i) = (a + b)7\7\,, 

. 

av., 4- if7\ ’ 

Again— 

<'1 

ab{7\. — 7 >.; 
ar.^ + bi\ ’ 

Let us consider a broad pencil of light undergoing re- 
ilexiot or refraction at a spherical surface. Consider the 
reflected or refracted rays which lie close to one plane through 
the axis — the plane of the paper. "I'hese rays do not mSet in 
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one point in the plane. But any assemblage of them making 
up a small astigmatic pencil, such as R S, will converge to a 
]>rimary focal line, </„ at 
right angles to the ])lanc. 

I’luis ijx is the region of 
ina.ximum concentration 
(jf the light in the pencil 
KS. 'I'he various little 
astigmatic jiencils made 
up of the rays we are con- 
sidering give rise to a 
series of primary focal 
lines, //„ i]l\ etc, ar- 
ranged along a curve in 
the plane. This curve is 
a region of maximum illumination or of maximum concentra- 
tion of the rays of the reflected or refracted pencil ; it is the 
locus of the intersections of the successive rays in the jdane. 
I'he curve is called a caustic curve. 

Considering the whole of the reflected or refracted pencil, 
we see that there is a surface which is a region of maximum 
illumination. This surface may be got by rotating the caustic 
curve about the axis. It is called a caustic surface. 

A caustic by reflexion may be shown by placing a strip of 
bright metal bent into the form of a circular arc on a sheet of 
white ])aper, and so that a strong light, such as the light from 
the sun, may fall on the inner surface. The reflected light will 
give a caustic on the sheet of paper. 

Another example of the caustic of a circle is the bright 
curve that may be seen on the top of a cup of tea by reflexion 
of light from the inside of the cup. 

Caustic formed by Parallel Rays reflected at 
Cylindrical Mirror. — Suppose parallel light falls on c con- 
cave mirror in the form of a portion of a cylinder, the light 
being at right angles to the axis of the cylinder. 

Let any ray, Q R, meet the surface at R (Fig. 79). Join R 
to O, the centre of the circular section of the cylinder through 
<2 R. Bisect O R at T. Describe a circle with O T as radius, 
and another on T R as diameter, having centre O'. Let the 
latter circle be met by the reflected ray from R in P ; and draw 
O F parallel to Q R. Then — 

/.PO'T = 2Z.PRO' = 2Z-TOF. 

And 0 'T = iOT; 
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Thus if the circle R P T rolls on the circle T F, the point of 
R P T which is in one position of it in coincidence with F will 
trace out a curve on which P is a point The line K P touches 



this curve at P. For at any instant the circle R P T is tumine 
about its point of contact T with T F, and thus the direction of 
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motion of P, or of the curve through P, is at right angles to 
T P, that is, along P R. This curve, therefore, is touched by 
all the reflected rays such as R P It is therefore the caustic 
formed by these rays. The 
curve is an epicycloid. 

Caustic, formed by 
Befraction at a Surface, 
of Rays coming from a 
Point (/A < i). — We have 
in this case a virtual caustic. 

We can find the geometrical 
form of it by the following 
device. 

Let P R be an incident 
ray. Draw PN normal to 
the surface, and produce it, 
making NS = PN. Let the 
refracted ray produced backward meet PS in O, and the 
circle, through P, R, S, in L. 

Then, since LO bisects the angle PLS — 

LS _ vSO . 

LP ~ OP ' 

SL + LP _ SP . 

LP “■ OP " 

SL + Ll' = 

_ sin LOP 

"" ’ siiToiT 



Now, LOP is equal to the angle of refraction at R ; and 
OLP = RSP = RPS =r- angle of incidence. 


SL + LP - 


2PN 


Thus the locus of L is an ellipse ; and the refracted ray is 
always a normal to this ellipse. The caustic is toudied by all 
the normals to the ellipse ; that is, it is the roolute of the 
ellipse. 


» 
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CHAPTER V. 

COMPOSITE CHARACTER OF I./GJIT 

Newton’s Experiment. — Newton showed, by the 
following experiment, that the light from the sun, or, as a rule, 
from any source of illumination, is not simple in character, but 
composite, consisting of various sorts of .simple light, which 
differ from each other in colour and in their degrees of 
refrangibility by a given refracting substance. 

Sunlight is allowed to enter a darkened room through a 
small hole, O, in a shutter, and to fall on a white screen. 



The light may be direct from the sun, or reflected by a mirror. 
An image of the sun would be formed on the screen at S, as in 
a camera obscura. Now a prism is interposed in the path of 
the rays, .so as to deviate them and cause the image to be 
formed at another part of the screen, at S'. 

It is noticed about this image — 

(1) I'hat it is considerably elongated in the direction at 
right angles to the edge of the prism. 

(2) That it is brilliantly coloured with all the colours of the 
rainbow, from red in the least deviated portion to violet in the 
most deviated. 

The colours through which the image passes from red to 
violet are innumerable in variety of tints. Newton considered 
them .0 be seven in number, namely, red, orange, yellow, ^reen, 
blue, indigo, violet, " • 
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The variegated image thus produced by the sun's light is 
called a solar spectrum. 

If a coloured screen is used to receive the image, the 
spectrum will not be complete, some of the colours appearing 
in their proper places, that is, where they would be on a white 
screen, but the rest of the screen being iinilluminaled, or, at the 
most, comparatively dark. The screen will be illuminated in 
that portion only of the spectrum which corresponds to its 
own colour. Thus a screen of pure red will only show illumina- 
tion in the red part of the spectrum. The colour of a screen 
may, however, not be the same as any one of the colours of 
the spectrum. In that case it is made up of more than one, 
and it will show illumination in more than one part of the 
spectrum, or, in an extended part. This is the case with the 
great majority of substances, there being few substances in 
nature whose colours arc simple. 

A substance will, then, be illuminated by light of its own 
colour only ; or of such colours as its colour contains, if its 
colour is composite. And we infer that a white screen 
contains all the colours in the solar spectrum, that is, that 
white is made up of all these colours. Further, since these 
are all the simple colours that can be obtained from the sun’s 
light, it follows that the sun’s light is composed of light of all 
the colours that go to make up white, and in the right pro- 
portions, or is white light. 

In the spectrum formed as described above, since the light 
passes by imperceptible variations through the various degrees 
of refrangibility, and since the light of any definite colour 
would form an image of finite dimensions, it follows that the 
images of various colours encroach upon or overlap each other. 
Thus the illumination at any point of the spectrum is not 
produced by light of one simple kind, but by lights of all 
degrees of refrangibility between certain limits. The spectrum 
so produced is said to be an impure one. 

Pure Spectrum. — A pure spectrum is one in which the 
light at each point is siinple or of a definite refrangibility. To 
obtain a pure spectrum, the aperture used to admit the light 
must be a very narrow slit, A (Fig. 83) ; there is generally some 
arrangement for adjusting the width of it A lens, L, is used to 
produce an image, B, of the slit on a screen. A prism, P, is 
placed between the lens and the screen, with its gdg e pamllel |p 
the slit, and rotated till the deviated image of A is in the position 
i^mipimum deviation. Since there is not very much difference 
in the deviations produced in the images formed by the various 
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kinds of light, they will all be practically in their positions of 
minimum d^eviation for the same position of the prism. The 
prism now forms at C, with the light of any simple kind, a real 
image of the slit, at the same distance from itself as 13 was. 



The screen is then placed to receive the spectrum produced 
at C, the assemblage of all the deviated images of the slit, 
its distance from the prism being made the same as the 
distance of B from the prism. 

On account of the finite width of the slit, there will still be 
more or less overlapping of the images at C. But the slit can 
be made extremely narrow, so that the spectrum obtained will 
be, for all practical purposes, a pure one. 

The light at any point of the pure spectrum, being quite 
simple or of a definite refrangibility, is called homogeneous^ or 
monochromatic. The composition of light cannot be inferred 
from its colour, for two lights precisely alike in appearance 
may each be composed of monochromatic constituents such 
that those in the one light are entirely different from those in 
the other; and a monochromatic colour may be exactly 
matched by a combination of other colours all quite different 
from it. 

A pure spectrum may also be obtained by letting the light 
front the. slit fall first on the prism set in the position of 
minimum deviation, and then letting it fall on a lens which 
will produce an image of the slit formed by the light of eacli 
separate colour; a screen being set to receive these images 
which constitute the spectrum. The diagram (Fig. 84) shows 
this arrangement. 

4'he simplest way, however, to see a pure spectrum is to 
let the eye itself bring to a focus the rays of cach«colour 
proceeding from the slit and refracted through the prism. 
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That is, in the above diagram, the lens of the eye takes the 
place of the lens, and the retina takes the place of the screen. 
1 iCt the slit be at the distance of most distinct vision from the 
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eye, the prism placed before the eye with its ed^e parallel to 
the slit. Turn the prism till the image, or series of coloured 
images, of the slit is at the position of minimum deviation. 
These images are now also at the distance of most distinct 
vision. The eye, being focussed on them, will see a pure 
spectrum. 

When a composite ray of light is refracted, the constituent 
rays are deviated by different amounts. This is called dis- 
persion of the light \ and the angle between two given rays 
after deviation is called the dispersion of the two rays. 

Let /A,., /A be the indices of refraction of a given medium 
for the extreme red and violet rays, and for the rays of mean 
refrangibility. Let D„ 1)„ D be the minimum deviations 
which would be produced in these rays by a prism of the 
substance of very small refracting angle, /. Then — 

E>r = O^r - i)f, 

D = (,A - 1 )/. 

^ Then the limiting ratio of dispersion to deviation is 
— , and this is equal to 

This fraction is called the dispersive power of the 
substance. 

Recomposition of White Light.— If the colours into 
which white light has been broken up by dispersion be 
recombined, white light will again be produced. This can 
be done in several ways. 

I. A prism exactly like that used to produce dispersion may 
be placed to receive the light just as it leaves the first, having 
its faffes parallel to those of the first, and its refracting edge 
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turned the other way. Then every ray will be deviated by 
this prism just as much as it was by the first, and in the 
opposite sense. Thus any composite ray is dispersed by 
the first prism, and the rays into which it is broken up are 
brought into parallelism by the second. Suppose a pencil, 
A B C 1 ), to pass through the two prisms, and the emerging 
light to fall on a screen at abed. Take the two extremes, 



A B, C D, of the pencil. The ray A B gives rise to a series of 
rays falling on the screen from a to b^ and giving the light 
which varies from red to violet as we pass from a to b. The 
ray C D gives rise, in the same way, to light on the screen 
varying from red to violet as we pass from c to d. And 
similarly for intermediate rays. All the portion from b to c 
will be illuminated with rays of all colours, and will appear 
white. In the boundary portion ab^ the colours of the spectrum 
successively disappear as we pass from h to the violet being 
first wanting just beyond /v, then as we go on towards a the blue 
as well as the violet, and so on, till at a the extreme red only 
remains. This edge of the illuminated area is thus coloured 
with a reddish tinge. In the same way in the other edge, cd^ 
the colours of the spectrum successively disappear as we ])ass 
from c to </, the red going first. The edge is coloured a 
bluish-green. 

2. If the light from the dispersing prism is received on a 
convex lens or a concave mirror, and then brought to a focus 
on a screen placed so that it and the prism are at conjugate 
foci, the colours will be recorribined on the screen, and give 
rise to white light, at any rate in the middle of the portion 
they illuminate. 

3. If a cardboard disc be coloured in sectors with the 
colours of the spectrum, and then spun rapidly about its 
centic, the appearance will be whitish, on account of the per- 
sistence of the visual impressions produced by the colouft. 
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Dispersion produced byJLens. — Suppose a saiall object 
to be illuminated by white light ; and let a lens be used to 
form an image of the object. If the light proceeding from 
the object were of one simple colour, the substance of the lens 
would have a definite refractive index for it, and the image 
would be formed in a definite position. But the indices of 
refraction are different for the different colours; the rays of 
various colours will be variously deviated ; and a series 
of images, of various colours, will be formed, at slightly 
different distances from the lens. 

This property of the lens, whereby the rays do not con- 
verge to a definite focus, but are spread out according to their 
colours, even when only a small portion of the lens round the 
axis is use4 is called cbromatic aberration. 

“ The' diagram shows the way in which the rays of various 
colours, which have fallen on a lens from a luminous or visible 
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point, P, proceed on leaving the lens, giving rise to a series of 
coloured conjugate foci, or images of P, ranged along the 
axis from Q,. the red, to Q,, the violet, image; Q, being 
nearest to the lens for the case drawm, because Uie violet rays 
q^ e most r efrangib le. 

Ti'his effect may be shown in the following way : Hold a 
white screen so as to receive the image of P. When the 
screen is held at Q,., an image of P will be formed on it of 
the violet rays. The other sets of rays will not yet have come 
to a focus, but will be spread out, and especially the red rays. 
The image formed of P will have an edge that is badly defined, 
and coloured with a reddish tinge. When the screen is held 
at Q,., an image is formed of the red rays ; the other sets of 
rays have all passed their foci, and will be spreading out, 
especially the violet. The image will have a badly defined 
edge Coloured with a bluish-green tinge. The best image will 
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be formed somewhere between and Qn where there is 
least chromatic aberration of the rays. 

Chromatic aberration is a serious difficulty in the use of 
lenses, and we must consider how this difficulty has to be 
overcome. Chromatic aberration is produced in a lens in this 
M?ay : An excentrical ray which falls on the lens passes into and 
out of the lens at points where the surfaces are not parallel. 
The ray is thus deviated by the portion of the lens through 
which it passes, in just the same way as it would be deviated 
by a prism. And it undergoes dispersion just as it would on 
passing through a prism. If the rays could be deviated with- 
out dispersion, that is, so as all to be brought to the same 
focus, there would be no chromatic aberration. The i)roblem, 
then, is to produce deviation by refraction without dispersion. 
It will be simpler, first, to consider how this may be done with 
prisms. 

Suppose a prism of a given sort of glass to produce dis- 
persion in a parallel pencil of light, the prism being set to 
produce minimum deviation. Let the light, after passing 
through this prism, fall on a second one set with its edge 
parallel to that of the first, and turned to produce deviation 
in the opposite direction, and so as also to produce minimum 
deviation of the light which falls upon it. Let the second 
prism be of the same material as the first. Then if it is made 
so as just to cut out the dispersion produced by the first, or to 
bring the rays into parallelism again, it must have the same 
refracting angle as the first. And, having the same refracting 
angle, it will also just cut out the deviation produced by the 
first prism. In this way, then, we can only destroy the dis- 
persion at the expense of all the deviation. It remains to be 
seen w'hether with prisms of different substances we can do 
otherwise. 

Newton inferred, from the limited number of experiments 
which he made, that it was impossible to combine two prisms 
to produce deviation without dispersion ] that is, that when- 
ever a beam of light passed through two prisms so as to 
emerge colourless, it also emerged parallel to its old direction. 
This would mean, for prisms of small angles, that the disper- 
sion is always proportional to the deviation, whatever the 
substance of the prism ; or that the dispersive powers of all 
substances are the same. We know now that this conclusion 
is not correct for all substances. If, for example, we use a 
crown-glass prisna^nd a flint-glass prism, and they are m^de to 
produce equal deviations, the flint will produce more dispersion 
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for two given rays; or, if they are made to produce equal 
dispersions, the crown will produce more deviation. In flint 
glass, in fact, the ratio of dispersion to deviation is greater 
than in crown, or flint glass has a greater dispersive power than 
crown. A prism of crown and a prism of flint glass could, 
then, be made and arranged so that the flint would cut out 
all the dispersion produced by the crown, but leave in some of 
the deviation. In this way is solved the problem of producing 
deviation in a pencil of light, by means of prisms, without 
producing dispersion. 

In what has been said we must, in strictness, be supposed 
to refer to the dispersion of hvo rays, say the extreme red and 
violet. For if these two rays be brought together in such a 
combination of prisms as that just described, it does not follow 
that the other rays will be combined with them. The disper- 
sipns Jjetw^en ^ the various pairs of rays do not bear quite the 
same ra t ios in the _two suh&tances. Thus when the red and 
the violet are Brought together, another ray, say the mean 
yellow, will not be brought quite into coincidence with them. 
'Fhe prisms producing the same dispersion between red and 
violet do not produce quite the same dispersion between red 
and yellow'. Supposing, then, that the light came from a slit 
])arallel to the edges of the prisms, there will be formed on 
the screen an image of the slit which is slightly coloured, the 
colours on one side consisting of a combination of colours 
from the two ends of the spectrum, and those on the other of 
a combination of colours from the middle. The appearance 
thus produced on the screen is called a secondary spectrum. 
This is much less coloured and spread out than the primary 
spectrum. 

The fact which gives rise to secondary spectra, that thej 
dispersions between the various pairs of rays in different/ 
refracting substances are not proportional, is called irration-l 
ality of dispersion. 

We may use prisms of three different substances, so as to 
recombine three different rays of the spectrum, say red, yellow, 
and violet. The appearance then produced on the screen 
would present very little colour indeed. It w'ould be a 
tertiary spectrum. 

With a combination of prisms, say of two, we may use a 
very narrow slit and a lens to get the spectrum produced by 
white light on a white screen, just as was done with a single 
prism. We should then have resulting «a pure secondary 
spedSrum. We should have the images formed by red and 
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violet lights superposed (these being the colours brought 
together); and side by side with these the images resulting 
from other combinations of pairs of colours, the whole being 
spread out only a very little way over the screen. As the slit 
is made broader, the image will become white in the middle, 
the edges only being coloured, one of them with colours from 
the two ends of the primary spectrum, the other witli colours 
from the middle. 

A combination of prisms or lenses which produces a colour- 
less image is said to be an achromatic combination. 

We have next to consider tlie question of making a 
combination of lenses which shall be achromatic. Now, such 
a combination may be required to be achromatic in one of 
two distinct ways. We shall, in all cases, begin by supposing 
that the lenses have a common axis. 

1. The combination may be made achromatic for images 
formed by centrical pencils. Then the images of a visible 

: point, formed by such small pencils of the various colours, 
must all be superposed at another point If the lenses are 
.separated by apjircciable distances, that the pencils may be 
centrical for all, it is clear that point and image must be on the 
common axis. If the lenses are of inconsiderable thickness 
and in contact, the same oblique pencil can be approximately 
centcical for all. In this case points close to, but not on, the 
axis would also have formed of them achromatic images by 
means of centrical pencils. A combination of lenses to be usedl 
to form an image on a screen requires to be made achromatic! 
in this sense; so also do the object-glasses of microscopes | 
and of ordinary telescopes, for it is centrical pencils that ares 
used in all these cases. 

2. The combination may be made achromatic for exccntrical 
pencils^ that is, so that a ray of light passing excentrically through 
the lenses %ay have its various constituents emerging parallel, 
and therefore, practically, in coincidence. This is necessary 
for a combination of lenses which is to be looked T:hrough ; for 
w eye sees the various points of an object through various 
parts of the lens, and thus by exccntrical pencils. Compound 
eye-pieces of microscopes and telescopes have to be made 
achromatic in this sense. 

We shall now con.sider how a lens may be made which 
will form a real image of an object, and bring together the red 
and the violet rays by which it is formed. 

Suppose we have a point, P, illuminated by white light, on the 
axis of a convex lens of crown glass. The rays from P Slong 
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PR will imdergo dispersion, the red 
being least deviated, and the violet 
most ; so that the red ray will take the 
course P R S Q„ and the violet the 
course P R T Now, behind • the 
crown lens let a concave one of flint 
glass be placed, having the same axis 
as the first. The rays S Q„ T will 
be deviated away from the axis, and 
the latter will be the more deviated; 
so that they may, by a suitable com- 
bination of lenses, be brought to meet 
the axis in the same point Q. For a 
combination of two lenses to produce 
a focus which is achromatic for two 
colours, conjugate to a point P on 
the axis, its focal length must be the 
same for both colours, and thus it will 
produce achromatic conjugate foci for 
all points on the axis. 

Now, suppose the focal length of 
the lenses so chosen as to produce an 
achromatic image, Q, of the point P on 
the axis. Then if P is taken at the 
same distance as before from the 
common centre, but now a little off 
the axis, its images Q„ Q^, formed by 
the first lens, will be at the same dis- 
tances from the centre as before, for 
the distance of image and object are 
connected by the same formula — 

I I T 

V ~ u "" 7 

whether the line joining them is the 
axis or is slightly inclined to the axis. 

And these points, Q^, Q^, will give 
images on the line joining them to the 
centre, all together, and at the same 
distance as before. Thus in this case, 
too, the image of P is achromatic. And 
the combination will form an achro- 
matic image of a ^mall object on the 
axis. • 



io8 


Light, 

It should be noticed that this combination, having a centre 
and a focus, may be treated as a single lens for purposes 
of graphic construction, determination of magnification, and 
so on. 

Condition of Achromatism for a Combination of 
Two Thin Lenses for Pencils passing centrically and 
close to the Axis. — Suppose two lenses combined as just 
described, their thicknesses being inconsiderable. To be 
achromatic for two colours, their combined focal lengths for 
each of the colours must be the same. Let the two colours 
have refractive indices /x„ /x/ in the first lens ; and y! in the 
second. Let the four radii of curvature of the lenses be 
i', ; ro, Jjf Let the focal lengths of the first lens for the two 
colours be /i, // ; and of the second 4, //. I^et the focal 
lengths of the combination for the two colours be F, F'. 
Then — 


i = L + i 

F /rj. 




I 1.1 


\ /'j J| / r.j j-.j / 

But F == r. 

o = - ^.) ( i - ij + (^/ - i - i j ; 

• lifj . » I /*=' “ Ms * _ „ 

■ ■ "■ ^ ”T“ ' ■ 

/*! - I /i /*a - J /j 

Or, by the differential calculus, since focal length, F, of 
the combination is given by — 

C *- r-' n * tfr 

the differential/of this, in passing to another re fr active index^ 
must vanish. 

• 7 + • 7 ^ o- 

J\ J'2 
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So d 

d/i, ^ ^ dfJL, I 




dfi.^ . I 


h^2 - » A 


o. 


Ml - 1 7 \ 


If wc require to find what lenses will make a combination 
achromatic for two given colours, and having a given focal 
length, F, for them, this condition and the equation — 


I _ T I 

1 ^' “ 7 . ^ 7 ^ 


are sufficient to give us/i and/j. 

The above condition of achromatism is that the sum of 
the products for the two lenses of dispersive powers and 
reciprocals of focal lengths shall be zero. 

For a similar combination of three lenses to be achromatic 
for two given colours, we would get a similar condition in 
three terms. Having the three focal lengths at disposal, wc 
can make them satisfy another condition, so that we can make 
the combination achromatic for one of the two given colours 
and a third. So that with three lenses of different substances 
we can make a combination achromatic for three colours. 

In general, with any number of thin lenses combined as 
above, the condition for achromatism for two colours may be 
written — 


V ( . 1 'I 

“\^-l f) 


O. 


Suppose there are « lenses ; then, if we choose n colours 
by taking them two and two, we can get — i independent 
equations, of which the above is a type. These, with the 
equation among the/’s for the focal length of the combination, 
are n equations, from which to find the nf's. Thus, with n 
lenses we can recombine // colours. 

The number of independent conditions among the /*s is 
limited as follows: Suppose there are, for example, three 
colours, red, yellow, and violet, to be combined. To combine 
the red with the violet introduces one condition, and to 
combine the red with the yellow another. To combine the 
yellow with the violet introduces no new condition ; this is 
done^by combining the red with each of them. In the same 
way, n colours will be combined by combining one with each 
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of the other — i ; thus giving — i independent conditions 
or equations. 

■ Suppose we have two lenses of focal lengths and 

' refractive indices ftj, for a given colour. Let them be 

separated by an interval a. To find the condition that they 
should be achromatic for a parallel pencil along the axis. 

The distance from the second lens at which the light is 
brought to a focus is given by — 


1 

V 


fi 


A ' 


Now let us pass to another colour, so that tile/’s and the 
/I’s undergo small changes, dj\y dj\^ ///xo. The corre- 
sponding variation of v must be zero. 

We have already seen that — 


We may write- 


. 1 . 

Ji - I /i 


i= - +1. 

And since the differential of this must vanish, we must 
have, by elementary differential calculus — 




( 


I + 


/. 

-V 

a ) 


... 






Ih- i fx , 


dfit 


/. 


(■ 


I 

•7 = 0; 


I 

T = o: 


d^ 


Ih- ^ A 


= o. 


+/j)® Ml - i /a Ma - ^ 

This result could be obtained by algebra, by supposing 
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/Ai, to vary slightly and become /a/, yu ! ; but the process 
would-be much longer. 

The Chromatic Aberration between the rays of two 
colours in a small pencil along the axis of a lens, after refrac- 
tion through the lens, is the distance between the foci for 
these two colours. 

The chromatic aberration of the pencil is the aberration 
between its extreme colours. 

7'o fifid the chromatic aherration between two colours in' a 
small axial pencil refracted thronji^h a lens. 

Let u be the distance of the focus P of the pencil ; those 
of the conjugate foci for the red and violet rays;/,., /„ the 
corresponding focal lengths of the lens ; and /a^, /a, the refrac- 
tive indices. The chromatic aberration is + (rv — r,). 


Now 



t _ I 


I 


Therefore, subtracting — 

V. - 


T _ I 


I 1 

"Z fr 


Mr - Mr 1 
M-i /• 


/and M being mean focal length and refractive index. 

Now, 7v and are very nearly equal, so that we may write 
VyV^ = 7^^ w'herc 7> is the distance of the focus conjugate to P 
for the mean rays. Thus — 



Or, by the differential calculus — 


1 

7 ' 


I 

U 

di^ 


r 


= d- 


f 


dv = 


du- 

M^iV 


in which dv and dfi stand fqr — v, and fir. 

Suppose a combination has to be made achromatic for 
excentrical pencila Then the rays of various colours 
from a8y point must enter the eye in coincidence. For this 
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condition to be fulfilled, the images, of various colours, of any 
small object formed by the last lens must have their corre- 
sponding points in straight lines with the eye. Now, supposing 
the pencils by which the eye sees the image to be inclined at 
small angles to the axis, and since the various coloured images 
are not far from each other, this condition is sufiiciently attained 
^ making those images all oFtEc same size*. 

of a' thin convex and a thin concave lens 
in contact, which is achromatic for centrical pencils, is also 
achromatic for cxcentrical pencils. For the coloured images 
formed by both lenses of a small object are all in one place, 
and thus at the same distance from the common centre of the 
lenses. Thus they are all of the same size. 

Consider two lenses, focal lengths for mean rays ,/ o, 
separated by a distance ^r. 'i'he condition tliat this combina- 
tion should be achromatic for cxcentrical pencils coming from 
a small object on the axis will involve the position of the object. 
We shall consider merely the case in which the object is at a 
I great distance; so that the combination maybe achromatic for 
(rays par^allel io the axis ; and we shall suppose the lenses made 
I of the same material. 

''v The first lens forms an image practically at its principal 
" focus. This is at a distance, a + /„ from the centre of the 
> second lens. Suppose an image is formed in the second lens 
^ at a distance, from its centre. Then— 

1= i -4- * 

A +/• 


Now, if // is the distance of the object from the first lens, 
the full magnification of the image is — 

// a +/[ 


This must be constant for all the images. 


i . must be constant. 

A 



> "A A ) 


I I a 


T: Js must be constant for variations of /■ and /, caused 
by variation in ft. * 
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d • j + d • j. 
ji ya 


Therefore, dropping the factor throughout, we get — 


fi - 1 




2 


which is the required condition. 


Example. 

A compound achromatic lens of focal length 40 cms. is to be constructed 
of two thin crown-glass and flint-glass lenses in contact, the surfaces that 
are iii contact having a common radius of 25 cms. The optical characters 
of the glasses employed being as follows, namely : — 

Refractive index 
Dispersive Tor middle 

power. of spectrum I 

Crown glass ... 0*21 ... 1*5 

Flint glass 0*45 ... 1*6 

calculate the radius of (he second face of each lens, ami establish the 
formula: employed in the calculation. (Lend. 11 . Sc. lions., 1884.) 


CHAPTER VI. 

DEFECTS AV IMAGES FORMED FY LEMSES AND 
MIRRORS, 

Defects in the Images formed by Lenses.— We have 
already considered the defects of colouring in the image formed 
by a lens, or chromatism; we shall here consider only the 
defects of form. 

We have seen that a lens will only produce a true geo- 
metrical image of a point if the point is on its axis ; but a very 
close approximation is produced, and generally sufficient for 
practical purposes, to a true geometrical image, of a small 
object through which the axis of the lens passes. We shall 
now consider a little more fully the shape of this image, 
and how far it resembles the QbjejQt. 

We have seen that a small object on the axis at a distance 
u gives rise to an image at a distance v ; v being determined 
by the formula — 

I £ _ I 
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Also that if the object be in one plane perpendicular to the 
axis, the image will, too, be in such a plane, and similar to 
the object ; the ratio of the distance between two points of the 
image to that between the corresponding points of the object 

being 

u 

Now, suppose all the points of the object are not in the 
same plane perpendicular to the axis. Let the differences of 



the u\ for two points be du. This is very nearly the distance 
between the corresponding planes. Let the corresponding 
difference in the v's be dv. 

Then since- 

III 

v^n^T 

we have — 

dv . du 
— — t- o; 
ir • ir 

. dx* _ 

’ ‘ du ~ Ir 

Thus the ratio of the size of the image to that of the object, 
when measured parallel to the axis, is not, as a rule, the same 
as when it is measured perpendicular to the axis. 

The image is then distorted in this respect. 

Curvature of Image. — Consider the image formed by 
centrical pencils by a lens, of a small object on the axis all in 
one plane perpendicular to the axis ; say of a small straight 
line. VVe have seen that, to the second order of small quanti- 
ties, the focal lines of any point of the object agree with each 
other and with the image, and this is given by the ordinary 
formula — 

I 1 _ I 

V « ” 7 ’ 
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To investigate the curvature of the image, however, we 
must go to a closer degree of approximation. 



Fig. Si). 


Suppose the small straight line A B (A being on the axis) 
to give the image a b. Let CB = u. 

Now, B forms two focal lines in the neighbourhood of /', 
b being generally taken as the circle of least confusion between 
these two. 

I.et the distances of the focal lines from C be ?•„ rv 

'Fhen we have — 


£ * _ /A cos r — cos / / 1 I \ 

7 ', u cos“ i \ R S / 

cos r - cos /) ( 1 - i J . 

;• and i being both small, we may write, correct to the third 
order pf small quantities, — 

r- 

cos /- = 1 — ^ , 


Thus— 


/- 

cos / = 1 1 

2 

(cos /)“- = I + «'■*, 

i = fi/'. 


fL cos r — cos / 
cos*-* / 





+ r) 


= a - I + i'V (correct to 

^ ^ 2 21M. 

the third order of small quantities) 
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And — 


= (/* - i){i +^(2/* +!)}• 

J/A 


U/"^ /' 

M. COS ;* — cos / = /A — I — !- — J- - 

2 2 

/••* . /2 
= /* — I — + - 

3/a. 3 


Thus— 




.'.-£-}i' +=>+■)!• 

7'j " 2 /a/ 

The distance, 7*, of the image b is, therefore, given by — 

where k is some positive constant, whether we take the circle 
of least confusion or one of the focal lines for the image. 

Draw b n perpendicular to the axis. \Vc have — 

I I _ I 

Qa “ CA “ /■ 

Multiply this equation by cos / (/>. approximately by 

I — - V and subtract from the above. 

2 / 

Tlien, since // cos i = CA, we have — 

I cos / if , , \ 

5- c,. 

-■ ■ V- Ca ■■ " 2 / 

In the limit iH*, Ca = b/ii if/,* i! i 

And if p is the radius of curvature of the curve ab at a, 
measured from a leftwards — 

- = limit of , 

2p bn^ 

X 2>&4- 1 

P ’ / 
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This distortion of curvature would be produced by any 
lens, even when only centrical pencils are used, these being 
allowed to pass only through a small portion of the lens near 
the axis, and all others intercepted, so as to avoid spherical 
aberration. It is experienced in the image produced by the 
object-glass of a telescope, this image being rendered convex 
towards the observer. 

Figs. 90, 91, and 92 show the curvatures produced in 
the three cases; with real image formed by convex lens. 



virtual image formed by convex lens, and image (virtual) 
formed by concave lens. In the first two cases the curvature 
is to the right, or towards the positive direction, towards the 




incident light ; in the third it is in the opposite direction, as 
the formula given above for p would show in all cases. 

In any case the curvature may be most easily explained 
in the following way : Any lens with spherical surfaces will 
behave towards oblique centrical pencils as a lens of numeri- 
cally smaller focal length would do if the pencils were direct. 
This will have the effect in a convex lens of throwing the 
virtual image further off, and drawing the real image nearer 
up; and in a concave lens of drawing the image (virtual) 
nearer up. 

Llhear Distortion is the distortion in which the ratio 
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of the distances of two points of the image from the axis is 
not the same as the ratio of the corresponding points of the 
object ; that is, when points far from the axis appear to be 
spread out too much, or drawn in too much as compared with 
those near to the axis. 

Angular Distortion is the distortion in which the angle 
between the distances of two points of the image from the 
axis is not the same as the corresponding angle for the object. 

When an image is formed of centrical pencils, as tlie 
image that may be formed on a screen by a convex lens of 
which only a small |K>rtion near the axis is used, there is 
neither linear nor angular distortion. 

Let us consider the distortion in the image of the object 
formed by a lens, seen by an eye on the axis of the lens. 
In this case the image seen will be formed by exctutrical 
pencils, the rays coming to the eye through various points 
of the lens. 

I'he linear distortion produced by a lens may l)e most 
easily explained by reference to its spherical aberration. 

Suppose an eye placed at E on the axis of a convex lens 
to view the virtual image of an object ABC. Let us consider 



the paths of the rays that reach the eye from the various points 
of the object. Let O be the conjugate focus to E. O must 
be further from the lens than A is, because A is nearer than the 
principal focus, and O is further off. All rays which go to E 
would, on being produced backward, go through O but for 
spherical aberration. The ray B along O B produced, where 
B is a point close to the axis, goes to E. The ray Qc\ along 
O C produced, meets the axis at a point, nearer to the lens 
than E. The ray from C which does reach E diverges more 
widely from the axis than C c' does. Let it be C ^ E. Thus, 
in the image which E sees of ABC, the images of B and 
C are on the productions of E^ and Ec. If they were 
along Eb and Er', AB and AC would appear ma^ihed 
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proportionately. But, as it is, iSC is more magnified than A B 
is. The parts of the object further away from the axis appear 
to be spread out too much from the axis, and there is linear 
distortion. 

Similarly, the opposite sort of distortion produced in a real 
image by a convex lens may be explained as Fig. 94 shows. 



In this case O is nearer to the lens than A, because the 
conjugate focus to A is between E and the lens. The ray 
from C which reaches E meets the lens at a point, nearer 
to the axis than d is. The images of B and C are seen along 
Ebf Ec. Thus the image of C is relatively nearer to the 
axis than that of B is. 

Again, suppose an eye at E to view an object, A B C, 
through a concave lens. Let O be the focus conjugate to 1^. 



Fig. 95. 


B being a point on the object very near to the axis, the ray 
B b, going to O, is deviated to E. The ray C going to O, is 
deviated to //, a point further off than E. The ray from C, 
which does reach E, meets the lens at r, a point nearer to the 
axis than d is. Thus in the image which E sees of A B C, the 
images of B and C are on E^, E^ produced. Thus the image 
of C is relatively nearer to the axis than that of B is. 

... Tl»e linear distortion produced in the three cases may be 
illustrated as follows : Suppose, in each case, that the object 
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viewed is a square, the axis of the lens passing through its 
centre perpendicular to its plane. Then, in the first case — 
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virtual image in convex lens— the image will have the appear- 
ance of Fig. 96 ; but in either of the other cases it will have the 
appearance of Fig. 97. 

Curvature of Image formed by Excentrical Pencils. 
— The image, formed by excentrical pencils, of an object in a 
plane at right angles to the axis, that is, the image seen by an 
eye which views the object through the lens, will have curvature 
of the same sort in each case as that which exists in an image 
formed by centrical pencils, and already shown in Figs, 90, 91, 
92. The explanation in this case is similar. Any lens with 
spherical surfaces acts, on account of spherical aberration, in 
its marginal portions as a lens of numerically smaller focal 
length than its proper focal length for direct centrical pencils. 
It was to this distortion that the well-known appearance due 
to linear distortion used to be attributed. Hence the latter 
distortion is generally called by its old name, want of flatness 
of field. 

This distortion (of curvature in the image formed by 
excentrical pencils) is not of great importance ; but it exists. 
The similar distortion of the image formed by centrical pencils 
Is of much more importance ; for it produces an effect on the 
image of a plane object formed on a screen ; so that when 
the image of the central portion is formed distinctly, that of 
the marginal portion is not, and vice versd. In the image which 
appears to the eye on looking through the lens it does not 
matter much if some parts are a little nearer than they ought 
to be, provided the {xirts keep their angular distances from the 
axis in the proper proportions; that is, provided there is no 
Ihiear distortion. 

CefectB in the Images formed by Spherical Mirrors. 
— The defects of distortion in the images produced by spfferical 
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mirrors will be similar to those in the images produced by 
lenses. 

If the object is not all in one plane perpendicular to the 
axis, its dimensions perpendicular and parallel to the axis will 
not, in general, be magnified proportionately, the magnification 

at right angles to the axis being and parallel to the axis - . 


If we have an object all in a plane at right angles to the 
axis of a spherical mirror, the area of the mirror being very 
limited, then of the pencils of light from the various points of 
the object, all, except that from the point on the axis, will, on 
reflexion, give rise to astigmatic pencils, producing more 
or less indistinct images of the points. Taking the circles 
of least confusion of these pencils as the image, the image of 
the plane object will be curved, as in the case of a lens. 

Let us next consider linear distortion in a spherical 
mirror. 

Suppose a concave spherical mirror produces a real image, 
abc^ of the object A 13 C, which image is seen by an eye at E 
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on the axis. Take O the conjugate focus to E. B, b being 
near the axis, the pencil from b^ which reaches E, passed, before 
reflexion, through O. If there were no spherical aberration, 
the pencil from the point C, far from the axis, would also have 
come through O, and thus we should have ac : ab = dc * : dV 
= AC : AB. But the pencil from c passed, before reflexion, 
through a point on the axis nearer to the mirror than O ; thus 
we have ac : ab < AC : AB. And the image is contracted 
in the marginal parts. 

Suppose we have a virtual image of ABC foimed in a 
concave mirror. The rays from c to E, before reflexion, came as 
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if from a point nearer the mirror than O ; ac : ah > AC : AK 
The image is expanded in the marginal parts. 



Suppose we have an image (virtual) of ABC formed in a 
convex mirror. The rays from c to E, before reflexion, were 



proceeding to a point nearer to the mirror than O. Thus 
ac\ ah <, AC : AR The image is contracted in the marginal 
parts. 

Notice that we have here the same results as for the corre- 
sponding cases with lenses, these being, respectively, real and 
virtual image with convex lens, and image (virtual) with 
concave lens. 
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rmcA' U':nsf.s. 

We shall now consider the position of the image, formed by 
means of a thick lens, of a small object on the axis of .the 
lens. Let the symbols have the following meanings : — 
fi - refractive index of lens. 

/ = thickness of lens. 

;■ = radius of front surface. 
s - radius of back surface. 

// = distance of object from front surface. 

7* = distance of image from back surface. 

7'' ~ distance of image formed by refraction at front surface 
from that surface. 

Then we have, for the refractions at the two surfaces, the 
equations — 


- i = ' 

1 / r 

i « - ^ = J. “ ^ 


(») 

(*) 


’\%t 

i-i * rA jn If i* t-*' 

hrom these we must eliminate 7^. ^ “ 

Clearing of fractions, >vc may write the equations — 

fiur — r?'' — (/A — I )u7'' = o. 

(7'' + /)s - fl7'J + (ft - l)(7'’ + /)7' = o. 

From these we get, by equating the two values they give 
for — 

fiur _ fJL7*s — f{s + (/it — i)?'} 

r + (/A - t')// ” j + (/I - i)7' 

Multiplying up, and rearranging, we get — 

{fi - i){fi(r - r) + (/A - + s{fir + (fi - i)/}// 

— rljLir — (/I — i)/}7' + frs = o. 

We can throw this into the form — 


7' + jS"" // + a“7’ 

For this equation may be written — 

- (/ - 0)u + (/ + o> - a) + a/3 - o. 
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Equating coefficients, we get — 

T 

(/^ - - J) + (/* - i)/} ” i^s + in - i)s/ 

_ — /— O _ “i? 

firs — (fi — i)rt ~ trs 

•These equations are satisfied by ^vriting — 

f_ 

(m - 0 {M'' - -f) + (m - i)/} ’ 

_ rt 

“ ~ /!(/• - -'•) + (/t — 1 V * 

' fi{,r - s) + (/* - iV 

We see that the positions of object and image can be 
expressed by precisely the same formula as that used for a 
thin lens if u and v are measured, not from the surfaces, but 
from the points whose distances from the front and back 
surfaces are a and These points are called respectively the 
first and second principal points of the lens. The 
planes through them perpendicular to the axis are called the 
principal planes. 

Magnification produced by Thick Lens. — We shall 
consider the magnifications produced at the surfaces. When 
a small object gives an image by refraction at a single spherical 
surface, corresponding points of object and image lie on the 
same radii. Thus the linear dimensions of object and image 
will be in the ratio of their distances from the centre. If, 
then, an object at distance ti from the surface of radius 
refractive index ft, gives an image at distance 7/, the magnifica- 
tion is — 




. -f)_u -r 

7/V nr 

. 

;// = — . 
flH 

In the case of the thick lens this would be the magnilication 
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produced at the first surface, and that produced at the second 
surface would be — 

fJLV 

Thus the magnification produced by the lens is — 

V 

u 


Let H, H' be the principal points of a thick lens ; P and 
Q a pair of conjugate foci. Let a pair of corresponding rays 
through P and Q meet the principal planes in the points R 
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and S, at distances h and h' from the axis. We can find the 
relation between h and /i by the following device : A small 
object, P, will give rise to an image at a known point, Q'. 
Now, we know the relation of size of image to size of object : 
so that if we take PR as a ray proceeding from a point of the 
object, we know how the corresponding ray, S Q, must be 
drawn, for we know through what point of the image to 
draw it. 

T.et the distances of P, P' from H be w, // ; and those of 
Q, Q' from H' be Let ft be the lengths of object and 

image. Then — 

//_ p 

n u — «' 

/i ^ ft 

V V — 1^' 

And — 

1 ^ _ I _ I I . 

^ u'^ f'“ u'* 



That is, corresponding rays, before entry and at emergence, 
meet the principal planes in points equidistant from the 
axis. 

This gives a useful method of drawing the paths of corre- 
sponding rays. Suppose a ray through the point P on the 
axis to cut the axis again at Q after passing through the lens. 
Draw PR to meet the first principal plane in R. Draw R S 
parallel to the axis to meet the second principal plane in S. 
Then S Q is the path of the emergent ray. 

Suppose an object in the first principal plane. I'his may 
be a real object if the plane is outside the lens ; or may be 
a virtual object formed by converging rays in any case. The 
image will be in the second principal plane. For if in the 
equation — 

I I _ I 

7 / / 

we make » = o, then = o. By what we have just seen, tho 
rays through any point of the object diverge on emerging 
as if they came from a point at the same distance from the 
axis. Thus the image is of the same size as the object. The 
principal planes are called, in consequence, planes of unit 
magnification. 

We may also prove these properties of the principal planes 
as follows: u and v being distances of image and object, 

measured from the principal points, the magnification is 

But since 

V u J 

D V 

u ~ ^ "7 

Tiieiefore when u and v vanish, the magnification becomes 
unity. • 
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It follows that a ray going before entry to any point on 
the first principal plane, proceeds on emergence from a point 
at an equal distance from the axis on the second principal 
plane. That is, the line K S, in the above figure, is parallel to 
the axis. 

It should be noticed that the principal points are a pair of 
conjugate foci, since when « = o, 7» = or 

A ray proceeding to the first principal point emerges from 
the second parallel to its original direction. For if P/, Q ^ 
are object and image, 

P/ : Q^r = HP H'Q. 

Thus /H and are 
parallel. 

From what we have 
seen, it follows that graphic constructions are to be made in 
the same way as for thin lenses, only with the addition of the 
space between the principal planes. If this space were 
removed, the points H, H' would coincide ; and so would the 
points R and S in the last figure. 

If the media on the two sides of a lens arc any whatever,}- 
not necessarily the same, a pair of conjugate foci can bej 
found such that if a ray proceeds towards one before entering^ 
the lens, it emerges from the other in a direction parallel to : 
its original direction. These points are called nodal points. 
When the lens is situated in air, the nodal points coincide with 
tjie pnn^c j pal po ints. 

^^TirrTonnuf^^ the focal length has been given above; 
the principal focus is at this distance from the second principal 
point; and just as for a thin lens, there is another principal 
focus, for rays coming in the opposite direction. This is at a 
distance which is numerically the same from the first principal 
focus. 

Except so far as it involves /, the thickness, the focal 
length will be just the same as for a thin lens of the same 
substance and the same curvatures. When t is small, the focal 
length will, as a Tule, be positive for a lens thinnest in the 
middle, and negative for a lens thickest in the middle. But 
it ma^ happen th^ / may decide the sign of /. For suppose 

r ^ s negative, and numerically less than — ~ . The 

focal length of the lens is then of opposite sign to that of a 
thin lens of the same substance and curvatures. 

Suj^pose. a lens has equal and opposite curvatures, so that 
r IS. — has small thickness; and is made of crown glass, 
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so that ft = ?j nearly, 'rhen we have, approximately, from the 
values of a and /S — 



Thus the principal points are the points of triscction of the 
portion of the axis intercepted by the surfaces. 

Suppose two thick lenses, of focal lengths /i,/., are placed 
with their axes coincident, and so that their principal points, 
when taken in order, are aj, /Jo. I^et - x. 

Let an object at a distance u from a, give an image by the 
first lens at a distance v* from ; and then an image by the 
second lens at a distance v from Then — 

I I __ I 

T _ I __ I 

r- + .V 

Eliminating r*, we find — 

(/l +/i + x)uv + (J\/i+/tX)T - (JJ«_ +/,kV)// -/,/>V = O. 

Now, if the combination is equivalent to a single lens of 
focal length F, and principal points at distances y and - from 
aj and /J..., we have — 

I _ I _ i 

V — z u y~' F’ 

Or — 

uv + (F — y)v — (F + + F(j/ — g) + .: = o. 

Equaling coefficients, we have — 

I __ F — __ F + JG _ I’Yj — .v) — yz 

/i+y= + ^t ~/,(A + ^)~/,(/i + a') ~ /j,x 

lliese equations are satisfied by writing — 

. v = - - . 

f\ +/j 4- ^ ’ /i -F/a + /i +/a + X 

Thus a single lens can be found optically equivalent, for 
direct centrical pencils, to the given combination of two. 

Again, it follows that if we have three coaxal lenses, two of 
these can be replaced, as above, by a single lens ; and then this 
can be combined with the third, and replaced by a single one. 

And in the same way any number of coaxal lenses can be 
replaced by a single lens with definite principal points and 
principal foci, as far as the action on small axial pencils is 
concerned. This result is important in the theory of optical 
instruments. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

F.YE’PIECES-^MTCROSCOPES^TELESCOPES-^OTIJER 
OPTICAL APPARATUS, 

Vision through a Lens, — A single convex lens is some- 
times used as a 7 na^nifyin:^-^lass, It is sometimes arranged on 
a stand in a manner suitable for viewing small objects. This 
arrangement is called a simple microscope. Suppose the 
lens has focal length /; if object and image are at distances 
It and V from the lens, we have — 


I I _ I 
7 ^ f ^ 



Suppose the lens used to produce an erect, virtual image. 
Then 7/ is positive ; and / is negative. Thus the image is 
larger the further off it is. But the image is required to sub- 
tend a large angle at the eye rather than to be large itself. 
We shall consider, therefore, how this result is to be obtained. 

Let the least distance of distinct vision be denoted 
by 1\ 'rhis is the least distance at which the object can be 
held from the eye so that it may be seen distinctly, or so that 
the lens of the eye can produce of it a true image on the 
retina. Or, in practice, rather it means the least distance at 
which the object may be placed so as to be seen distinctly 
without over-straining the eye. For a normal eye this distance 
is generally taken to be about 10 inches, or 25 centimetres. 
For this distance or for any greater, a normal eye can see an 
object distinctly and easily, but not at any less distance. 

If, then, an image of given size is formed at distance I) 
from the eye, it subtends the greatest possible visual angle at 
the eye. If the eye is held close up to the lens (the distance 
between them being negligible), for the greatest visual angle ‘ 
the image must be formed at distance D from the lens ; for as 
its distance is increased its size is increased, but in a smaller 
mtio. And if the eye is held at a distance from the lens, to 
bring the image to a distance, l),^from the eye, it must be brought 
nearer to the lens, and so its size diminished. Thus to get the 
greatest visual angle at the eye, the eye must be held close to 
the lens, and the image formed at a distance, D, from either. 
The vfsual angle thus obtained, supposing object and image 

K 
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to be very small, is size of imag* -f* D. The greatest visual 
angle that the object can subtend at the eye for distinct vision 
is size of object-^ 1). The ratio of these is called the magni- 
fying power of the lens, and is — 

r . 1) 

^ * J 

The same result may easily he obtained algebraically. 
Suppose the eye at a distance x from the lens, 'rhen, since 


size of image = size of object X 



and distance of 


image from eye = x + r* \ wc want to have ns large as 

possible. 

Put -/ =/' (n. positive quantity). 

.*. ‘ ^ must be as large as possible. 

Let X + v ^ }\ the distance of the image from the eye, 
and this expression becomes— 
f 


y y 


In this X can have any value, and y any value not less 
than D. It is clear, then, that for any value whatever of y, 
this is greatest w^hen a; = o ; and then it is greatest when y is 
as small as possible, or - }X 

Eye-pieces.— If a single lens is used to look at an object, 
or at an image that has been formed by an optical system, we 
have seen that the image formed is defective : it is distorted, 
the marginal portions undergoing too much or too little dis- 
placement from the axis, on account of the spherical aberra- 
tion produced by the lens. The field of view thus produced 
is said to want flatness. It used to be supposed that this 
appearance of the image was due to curvature, so that the 
image of an object in a plane at right angles to the axis is not 
formed entirely in another such plane. This elfect of curvature 
is produced ; but the appearance of linear distortion is not due 
to it, but is something independent (see pp. 118-120). 

To remedy the defect of linear distortion in the image, 
instead of using a single lens to view the image with^ in a 
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microscope or telescope, a combination of lenses is used. For 
if, instead of producing the required deviation of a given excen- 
trical ray or j)cncil by means of a single lens, we cause the 
deviation to be produced by several lenses separated from 
each other, the spherical aberration will be diminished. Such 
a combination of lenses is called an eye-piece. The lens next 
the eye is called the eye-lens ; and the one furthest from the 
eye the field-lens. J,et us examine, by the help of a diagram, 
the way in which spherical aberration may be diminished by 



means of two lenses. Suppose we have an assemblage of rays 
parallel to a given line O A B (this may be the optical axis 
of an instrument), and we require to act on these rays 
in such a manner that the ray Q R receives a definite devia- 
tion. This may be done by means of a single lens at A. 
This lens must have a definite focal length. Let / be its 
principal focus ; so that the rays parallel to ( ) R and in- 
definitely close to OA pass, after deviation by the lens, 
through /; and, if the lens were aplanatic, that is, producing 
no spherical aberration, Q R and all the rays would do so too. 
Suppose the lens placed at A, with principal focus /, i)roduces 
the aberration //' in the ray Q R, so that this ray passes 
through /'. Now, if instead of this lens we place at A a lens 
of the same shape, but having a greater focal length, A F, its 
radii of curvature must be increased in the ratio Ay* : A F, 
and, the distance AR remaining the same, the aberration, F 
must be diminished in the ratio A F : A/, as is obvious from 
the formula for the abeiration of a ray parallel to the axis. 

[If, for instance, AF = 2A/, so that, A R being very small, 
the deviation produced in the ray Q R by the lens originally 
at A is half that produced by the lens by which it is replaced, 
then FF' = Now suppose another lens placed at B so 

as to further deviate the ray Q R, and to give it finally the full 
deviation required, that is, to bring it into parallelism with R /. 
We ca» with these two lenses, at A and B, produce an aberra- 
tion less than//'. 
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The lens at A deviates the ray Q R to R S' F, instead of 
to R S F, the position produced by an aplanatic lens at A of 
equal focal length, 'liie lens at 11, if aplanatic, would turn 
the ray R S to P, and R S' to P'. Now, applying to this lens 
the formula — 


I T _ 1 

r " ;; y 


if dv, d If are corresponding small variations in 7 ' and u, we 
7- IIP- 

have d7> - dit- ... 'Phus 1*P' - FF'. an aberration in 
ir J1 F “ 

the final result due to the aplanatism of the lens at A. [Sup- 
posing, as above, that the lens at A produces half the full 
deviation in the ray QR, then Z.SFI3 - i^SPP, whence 
BP = -i-BF, and PP' = IFF.] 'Phe lens at B lurthcr produces 
aberration on its own account, which may be represented by 
P' P" ; but this may be made small by reducing the distance 
B S, that is, by reducing the focal length, and suitably adjusting 
the position of the lens at B. Thus the final aberration 1* P" 
may be made considerably smaller than /f\ By increasing 
A J’', the aberration F F' is diminished proportionately. And, to 
produce the requisite deviation of the ray, as A F is increased, 
the ratio BP : BF is diminished, and so PP' : FF'is diminished. 
By putting the lens B close up to F, the aberration P'J*" is 
diminished. Thus wc may, by suitably choosing the lenses 
and the distance A B, theoretically diminish the aberration to 
any extent, always producing the required deviation in a given 
ray, Q R. By suitably arranging the curvatures of the lens- 
surfaces, the aberration may be still further diminished. It is 
found to be unnecessary to make the distance between the 
lenses very great. Thus eyeqiieces can be made practically 
aplanatic, and at the same time compact. Wc shall now give 
descriptions of two eye-jneces in common use. 

Huyghens’s Eye-piece. — In this the two lenses are so 
arrangeil as to divide equally between them the deviation 



produced on a ray parallel and close to the axis. L^t fi^fn 
(negative quantities) be the focal lengths of the lenses at A and 
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li. Let RA = a. Suppose the ray Q R is deviated alonj? 
RSF by the lens at A, and along SP by the lens at B. 
'I'hen Z,SPB = 2Z.SPB. Thus, since the angles are small, 
BP = .jBF. So, from the lens B we get, applying — 


T J T 

V 



11 
BK ~ /; 


/. BF = 

And AF = — 

.. a — — /i -f-yo. 


'J'hiis the distance between the lenses is equal to the 
difference between the numerical values of their focal lengths. 
This is the condition that they should produce equal deviations 
in the ray Q R. 

Further, the focal lengths of the lenses are taken to be in 
the ratio 3 : i, so that if/ is the focal length of B, 3/ is the 
focal length of A ; and = — 2/'. 

Notice that a - ^ --- in this case, so that the com- 


bination fulfds the condition of achromatism for excentrical 
pencils. This was not designed by Huyghens ; it was pointed 
out by Boscovich. 

This eye-piece is usually made of plano-convex lenses, the 
plane surfaces being next the eye. 

J^et us consider the way in which an image is formed by 
means of this eye-piece. For the normal eye the rays which 



leave the eye-lens bom any point of the image must be 
parallel, or the image at infinity, so that the eye may be quite 
at rest^when the image is viewed. Thus the image J formed 
by A, must be at the principal focus of B, or midway between 
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the lenses. To find where the object is of which A produces 
this image, we have, since the distance of d from A = —f , — 

I I __ I 



Thus the object with which this eye-piece deals is a virtual 
object, an image which would have been formed in a position 
behind that occupied by the field-lens. For this reason this 
eye-piece is sometimes called the negative eye-piece. 

Ramsden’s Rye-piece. — 'I'his is made of two lenses of 
equal focal lengths, the distance between them being two- 
thirds the numerical value of either focal length. The con- 
dition of achromatism is, then, not quite fulfilled, but the 
c}c-picce is fairly achromatic. The lenses of which it is 
composed are usually two piano convex lenses, with their 
convex surfaces facing each other. 

Let us consider the formation of an image in this eye- 
piece. For a pencil to leave B as a parallel jiencil, the image 
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formed by A must be at a\ the principal focus of J>. Let /be 

f 

the focal length of either lens. Then ^ J 

the position of the object of which A forms ilie image d 
we have — 


^ f , . ... y n “ y 

• r'- , 

/f . / 4 

d hus the object with which the eye piece deals may be a 
real object or a real image formed in front of the eye-piece by 
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some optical system. For this reason this eye-piece is some- 
times called the positive eye-piece. 

In a microscope or telescope used for making measure- 
ments the eye-piece is fitted with fine wires or spider-lines. 
For this purpose the positive eye-piece is far more suitable. 
In this the wires are placed at d b\ and are seen through both 
Tenses, and so their image is corrected for chromatic and 
spherical aberration. In the negative eye-piece the wires at 
d // would only be seen through one lens. 

In the j)ositive eye-piece the distance from the wires can 
be easily adjusted, to suit different eyes, by moving the eye- 
piece. In the negative eye-piece, when measuring-wires are 
affixed, they are usually fixed at the focus of the eye-lens, so as 
to suit the normal eye. A device is, however, occasionally 
employed by which the wires can be moved inside the eye- 
piece. 

Helmholtz's Formula for Ratio of Linear Dimen- 
sions of Object and Image. — Helmholtz has given a formula 
showing the ratio of linear dimensions of an object and its 
image formed by refraction in a spherical surface, in terms of 
the angles of divergence from the axis of a ray before and after 
refraction. 

Let A 1>, a b be an object and its image formed by refraction 
in a surface of centre C. Let A R, a R be paths of a ray before 



and after refraction ; 
we have — 


fjL = index of refraction at surface. Then 
CA Ca 


(o 


OA '‘‘ 0,1 


Now 




CA 

Ca 

AB 


AB 
(tb ’ 

ab 


' OA " '‘Orf 
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J 




Let the angles 


OAR, OaR be a and a'. 
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I'licn, these iinglcs being small ■ 

« : a' - Oir : OA/' 


c/\ 


i < y 

C. a 


otx:oti Oi) 

' / /I ■' 


A13a = (<' 7 

Or, if fi, fi are the indices of refraction of the first and 
second media, and /?, y3' corresponding linear dimensions of 
object and image — 

/xQn - fiffa. 


Now, we may suppose this image to produce another by 
refraction at another surface coaxal with the first, and this 
another at another sucli surface, and so on. Then the product 
/i./?a is constant. So that if /a', a' refer to the last medium, 
we have, as above — 

fifia = ///3 a'. 


This formula is only correct for small values of a, a' ; for 
the relation 


a : tt' = Oa : OA 


only holds with this restriction. 

We shall now make an application of this formula. 

Brightness of Image produced by Refraction at 
a Spherical Surface. — Consider the object and image 
represented in the last figure ; and suppose the image is seen 
by an eye suitably placed to see it, that is, along the axis. 

Consider a small contour on the surface round O. 
Corresponding elements of object and image will send equal 
ijUantities of light through this contour. For it is the same 
light which reaches the surface in this contour from any part of 
the object that appears, after refraction, to come from the 
corresponding part of the image. 

/ Now, the brightness of a surface which sends out a given 
quantity of light is inversely proportional both to the extent of 
the surface and to the solid angle through which it sends the 
light. 

Corresponding surfaces of object and image are in the 
ratio : ft'; and the solid angles subtended at these surfaces 
by the small contour in question round O are in the ratio 
a- : a'*'. Thus— 

brightness of object : brightness of image 
= 

= ^ : /a'** (by Helmholtz’s formula). 

We may suppose successive images to be formed at 
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successive coaxal spherical surfaces. Then, if no lifrJit is lost 
at the surfaces^ or inside the media^ and /di, / are the refractive 
indices of the first and last media— 

Brightness of final image : brightness of object 

= /t'* : 

It follows that the image seen through a lens (with air on 
both sides), or any number of lenses, is of the same brightness 
as the object. 

This relation between the brightnesses I, I', of object and 
image, namely — 

I : r - 

has been proved on the supposition that the image is formed 
by means of small j)cncils along the axis joining object and 
image. The same relation, however, is true, no matter what 
the size of the pencils by which the image is formed. This is 
generally proved by saying that, if the relation were not true, we 
could cause an object to appear brighter by viewing it through 
a suitable combination of lenses — a result which is contrary to 
experience. We may, however, offer the following independent 
proof in the case of an image formed by refraction at a single 
surface : — 

Suppose a small object, A B C, forms by refraction at a very 
small surface, R S, an image. A' B' C. Let the projections at 
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right angles to R A and R A' of A B, A' B', the dimensions of 
object and image in the plane A A' R, be ) 3 , ^ ; and let the 
projections of A C, A' C’, the dimensions of object and image 
at rigitf angles to this plane, be o, a’. Let R N be the normal 
at R to surface R S j R N is then in plane A A' R. Let 
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AR = // ; A'R = V \ / NRA = / ; £ NRA' = Let the 

indices of refraction be //., Then from formula — 


That is— 


/X sin i = fjL sin 
fi cos / i/i = /x' cos r i//\ 

3 , S' 

cos t - = ui cos ;* — . 

li ^ V 


Again, since C and C arc in a plane with R N, a, a' 
subtend equal angles at the feet of the perpendiculars from C 
and C on R N. 

a __ a 

' ' li sin / ” if sin r ' 


or — 


U t' 


cos i COS r 

li^ ^ 


Now, if I, r are the brightnesses, or intrinsic luminosities, 
of A B C, A' B' C ; r, j' their projected areas at right angles to 
H and v\ and S a small area of the surface at R; the 
quantities of light from ABC, AH'C' passing across S are 
equal. Thus — 

S cos r 

t'- 

a cos r 

• • * — A • 

7;- 

from above, 1:1' = //“: /x‘. 

Thus this relation holds between I and I', by whatever 
small pencils we suppose the image to be formed. If, then, 
A' B' G is the image of A B C for any rays whatever, that is, if 
the refracting surface is an aplanatic surface for the object 
ABC, we always have the relation — 

I : r = /x“ : 

Suppose that the surface R S is [)art of a refracting surface 
of revolution about axis A'AQ. Then the small image 
A' B' C' is similar to the object. Thus — 

a : ~ ^ I 

Then for the ratio in which the linear dimensions lof the 
object are magnified, we have — 




S cos / 
«- 


afi cos i _ 
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f ! 

/tfx fxa 

H ^ V ‘ 

And if the angles RA(J, RA'Q are and <t> — 

u :v = sin 1^' : sin 0. 

/. fm sin </» = fxa sin tfi 

Wc may extend these propositions, and show — 

(t) That if an object forms a true image by refraction of 
rays at any number of surfaces, the separate surfaces not being 
aplanatic for the object, but the combination being so, and if 
/X, ft! are the refractive indices of the first and last media, and 
I, J' the luminosities of the object and image — 

I : r = ,x- : fi^\ 

]/ (2) That if the aplanatic combination of surfaces is a scries 
of surfaces of revolution about an axis on which the small 
object and its image arc; a, a being the linear dimensions of 
object and image, and the inclinations to the axis of 

corresponding rays in the first and last media, /x, ft ! ; then— 

fia sin ^ = fi\i sin fp!. 

This last is a very important relation with regard to the 
action of optical instruments, and especially microscopes. It 
was given independently by Helmholtz and by Abbe. 

The Compound Microscope. — In its simplest form this 
consists of two converging lenses with a common axis. One 
lens, turned towards the object to be viewed, is called the 
object-glass, or objective ; the other, at which the eye is placed 
to see the image, is called the eye-piece. 

Fig. 109 shows the action of the instrument. The objec- 
tive O forms of the object AB a real and much enlarged 
image, o'//. The eye-piece E forms of this image a virtual and 
enlarged image, od. The magnifying power of the microscope 

is the magnification produced, when the image ad is 

formed at the least distance of distinct vision. This distance 
differs from one eye to another ; but, that a definite magni- 
fying power may be assigned to a microscope, the distance 
chosen is that for normal eyes, and is fixed at 10 inches. 

Let this distance be D ; and let K a be made equal to 
D. Let be the magnifying power. Then — 

ad ad dl/ __ Oa^ 

" AB " ■ AB “ E«' ■ OA‘ 
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If f is the numerical value of the focal length of the 



the scales are seen— one 


eye-piece, so that the focal 
length is — then — 

Fm _ D 

And if — /' is the focal 
length of the objective, the 
object must be situated just 
beyond the principal focus, 
so as to form an image, 
a* //, very far from the 
lens as compared with its 
own distance, so that, very 
nearly — 

(h/ 

OA y • 

Other things being the 
^ same, the magnifying power 
' will be inversely propor- 
tional to the focal length of 
the objective. Microscopes 
are generally supplied with 
various objectives, so that 
the magnifying power may 
be varied to suit the object 
under examination. 

The magnifying power 
may be found, in practice, 
as follows : Let an object of 
known dimensions, such as 
a small scale, be viewed 
through the microscope. 
Place a scale at the distance 
1) from the eye-lens aper- 
ture, and place a small re- 
flector, such as a reflecting 
prism, just over this aperture, 
and so as to cover half of 
it, and so that, on putting 
the eye to the apertuiip, both 
through the microscope and the 
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other by reflexion, the two images being superposed. Observe 
the lengths on the two scales that coincide in the images. 
The ratio gives the magnifying power. Thus, if inch 
in the small scale, seen through the microscope, coincides 
with an inch in the other, the magnifying power is 100. The 
two images should be truly coincident But if the eye-piece 
is not quite set, so that the image formed by the microscope 
is at distance 1 ), the result will not be materially affected ; 
for, on account of the small focal length of the eye- piece, as 
the distance of the image varies, its magnitude practically 
varies in the same ratio, and it continues to subtend the same 
angle. 

'I'his is, however, very far from being a complete account 
of the modern microscope. We shall now consider a few 
points more in detail. 

Eye-piece. — A microscope is generally fitted with one of 
the eye-pieces already described, according to the purpose for 
which it is to be used. 

Objective. — Much attention has been given to the micro- 
scope objective \ and a really good objective is an expensive 
article, and requires great care in making. An objective 
c onsists of a combination of lenses so arranged as to correct 
chromatic and spherical aberration. Many forms have been 
proposed and used for objectives. A form frequently used 
consists of three double lenses, each being an equi-convex 
lens of crown cemented to a plano-convex lens of flint, made 
achromatic for centrical pencils, the plane surfaces being all 
turned towards the im'.idcnt light. In another form the firont 
lens is a single plano-convex, nearly hemispherical, the plane 
surface being turned towards the light. This will, of course, 
show strong chromatic and spherical aberration. It is, there- 
fore, combined with a strongly over-corrected system of 
lenses. 

The correction for spherical aberration can be adjusted 
by relative motion of the lenses of the objective. Thus a 
part of the objective is made so that it can be moved with 
respect to the rest by means of an arrangement called the 
scrcio-coHar, 

The ordinary theories of spherical aberration and of 
formation of images by pencils not very oblique are totally 
inapplicable to the microscope objective, for it is necessary to 
have a great deal of light entering it, and we shall see that, on 
account of reasons connected with diffraction, it is necessary 
that the pencils should make all angles with tlic axis up to 
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very large values. Hence the angular aperture of modem 
objectives is made very large. 

The cover-glass, or glass generally employed to cover a 
microscopic specimen, produces aberration of the more oblique 
I rays from a given 

point O, as shown 
in the diagram. 'Fliis 
produces an effect 
of the same sort as 
spherical aberration ; 
and it can be cor- 
rected in the same 
way. 'Fhe screw- 
collar must be ad- 
justed to suit the 
particular thickness 
of cover -glass in 






ms 
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use. 

Fig. Ill shows how, of the rays coming from a point 
of the object and passing through the cover-glass and the air, 

some enter the ob- 
jective and some are 
lost. If a li(piid, 
having higher refrac- 
tive index than air, 
is placed between 
the cover-glass and 
the objective, more 
of the rays will be 
gathered up ; and 
even of those rays 
which before were re- 
ceived into the objec- 
tive, through the air, 
less light will be lost by reflexion at the surfaces. 'Fhere will 
thus be a gain in the amount of light received ; and, what is 
of special importance with high-power objectives, there will be 
a gain of the more oblicpie rays. 'Fhis arrangement is called 
immersion. The liquid which was at first u.sed was water. 
But Abbe has discovered that oil of cedar-wood, possesses 
about the same refractive index and dispersive power as the 
glasf of the objective. It is, in consequence, the best fluid 
to use, and the arrangement is then called a homogei^eous 
immersion. 



Microscopes. 143 

Aperture of Microscope Objective. — The angular 
aperture of the objective is the angle of the cone of rays sent 
by a point of the object into the objective. An essential 
])oint to aim at is that the aperture should be very large for 
the reasons already stated. Objectives are made with angular 
apertures in air as high as no®. Hence the difficulty, with 
this great aperture, of making the objective at the same time 
free from spherical and chromatic aberration. There is, how- 
ever, a belter way of estimating the aperture of a microscope, 
not in terms of an angle at all. And this we shall shortly 
consider. 

Brightness of Image. — We have seen that the image of 
an object and the object itself appear equally bright if both 
object and eye are in air ; or if the object is in a medium 
of refractive index /u,, and the eye in air, the brightness of the 
image is to that of the object in the ratio i : /r. 

To express more precisely the meaning of this statement, 
two small areas, S, S', of object and image, at corresponding 
points, P, P', and such that the 
orthogonal projections of S, S' at 
right angles to two straight lines, 

P T, P' T', arc ecjual, will send 
equal quantities of light (when 
/it = i) down equal small solid 
angles about P T, P T'. Thus the y' 
quantities of light sent by S, S' into 
any small area, such as the pupil 
of the eye, placed in turn along 
and at right angles to P T and 
P'T', will be invcrsTsly proportional to the squares of the 
distances of S and S' from this area or pupil. Or, again, 
if the areas S, S' are taken to be such that their apparent 
sizes at the pupil are equal, they will send equal quantities of 
light into the pupil. This is expressed by saying that the 
object and image have equal brightnesses at the points P, P'. 

Or, to express this in symbols, if I is the brightness of 
the area S, the angle which P T makes with the normal to S, 
and A the area of the pupil at distance d from S and at right 
angles to P T, the light sent from S into the pupil is — 

I • S cos B • A 

Let the same letters, with dashes, be used to refer to S'; and 
the liglil sent from S' into the pupil is — 
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r • S' cos & • A 


Now, 1 = 1'; that is, if (i) S cos = S' cos fi', the quanti- 
ties of light received from the two 
areas are in the inverse ratio of the 
squares of their distances; and if 

. . S cos 0 S' cos & . 

( 2 ) ^ “ ■^^'2 » ox \hQ ajfparcnt 

sizes arc equal, that is, they subtend 
equal solid angles at the eye, the 
quantities of light received from them 
are equal. 

Two surfaces, then, are equally 
bright if small areas, apparently equal 
when seen from two small equal aper- 
tures, held at right angles to the in- 
cident light, send equal quantities of 
light into these apertures. This, how- 
ever, is on the supposition that the 
light sent from each surface fills 
the corresponding aperture ; that is, 
the pencils of light must not be re- 
stricted to a part of the aperture only. 
Now, in the case of a high-power 
microscope, the pencils from the 
image arc too narrow to fill the pupil, 
notwithstanding the great wideness of 
the pencils which leave the object, as 
the figure shows. 

In this case, then, the brightness 
of the image as it appears to the eye, 
is to the brightness it would have if 
the pencils from it were wide enough 
to fill the pupil, in the ratio of the 
area of the pupil filled to the whole 
area of the pupil. 

If a microscope reveals an object 
which was invisible without its assist- 
ance, it is never because it produces 
an image brighter than the object. 
The image is, at best, only as bright 
as the object ; and in praclic^is le.ss 
bright. But it is because of its increased apparent size, or 
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solid angle subtended at the eye; though the brightness is 
diminished, the light received is increased, and is enough to 
produce an appreciable effect on the eye, whereas that from 
the object was not. The microscope accomplishes this by 
gathering up rays from the object which would not have 
entered the pupil, and directing them towards the pupil, as 
will be understood on examining the figure. 

Imagine two corresponding elements of object and image 
on the axis. Let a, a* be the divergences from the axis of the 
extreme rays through these. Let fi be corresponding linear 
dimensions of object and image. Let /x be the refractive 
index of the medium in which the object is. Suppose the 
image is at a distance, 1), from the eye, the distance, of distinct 
vision. Let p be the radius of the pupil. The light entering 
the eye by a pencil from the object is to that which would 
enter if the pupil were filled, in the ratio — 

ttD' sin** a : 7r/“. 


Thus if I is the brightness of the image, and T that which 
the image would have if the pupil were filled — 

I = I’®' sin-* tt', 

/' 

But /i/3 sin a = /x'/3' sin o' = sin a'. 

, „•>' - • » /S'* 

•• • J.,, 


,1)- siir fi 
1 ... • “ » 

/•* //r 


where m is the magnifying power of the instrument. 

Suppose the object to be in air, and se[)arated from the 
front of the objective by a cover-glass and a liquid for 
immersion, the surfaces of the cover-glass being planes 
perpendicular to the axis, the quantity /x sin a will be the 
same for a ray proceeding from the object in the air, the glass, 
and the liquid. Thus the quantity /x sin a, where /x is the 
refractive index of the medium just outside the objective, air 
or liciuid, and a is the greatest angle made with the axis by 
rays in this medium, determines (other things being equal) 
the brightness of the image, and it is essential to make this 
quantity great. This quantity is called the numerical 
aperture (N.A.) of the instrument. 

The same quantity may be expressed in terms of the focal 
length^of the objective, and the diameter of the cone of light 

L 
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which passes through it. Let /he the numerical value of the 
focal length ; and t) the radius of the circle of section of the 
cone of light by the second focal plane of the objective. 
This is practically the same as the semi-breadth of the cone 
of light taken at the back surface of the objective ; for this 
surface very nearly coincides with the second focal plane in 
all ordinary objectives. Now, let u be the distance of the 
image formed by tiie objective from the second ])rincipal 
focus, ^ the size of this image ( orresponding to ft in the 
object, a and a the divergence of extreme rays in image and 
object from the axis. Then — 

ftl u 

ft ■■ /* 

[kft sin a - sin a ; 


/Lt sin a -= sin a . 
But - T, and // sin a -- practically. 


ft sin a 


b 

/ 


A microscopic specimen is frequently kept immersed, under 
its cover-glass, in some liquid, such as balsam oi glycerine. 
This prevents loss of light by reflexion, and to some extent 
corrects inequalities in the under surface of the glass. Since 

b^igh^n^’ss of image of brightness of object, this arrange- 

ment might appear to be prejudicial to the brightness of the 




image. But the brightness of the object, or the hght that 
comes from it, will depend on the light it receives. Suppose 
the -object to be opaque, and we wish to view it against a 
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bright field formed by light from the under side, as is frequently 
the case; Figs. 114 and 115 
show, respectively, how a cone 
of light would illuminate a dry 
object and an object immersed 
in li(iuid, and pass away from it 
on the upper side, as much light 
ultimately diverging from the 
object above the cover-glass, in 
a cone of given angle, in each 
case. In fact, the real bright- 
ness of the object is greater in the 
second case, because it receives 
more light, and hence sends out 
more, per unit of solid angle. 

Let OCO', EDE' denote 
object-glass and eye-piece. Let 
a h b be the image formed by 
O O' of an object A H B. Let 
H be the point in the line A H B 
furthest from A, the whole pencil 
of light from which, after refrac- 
tion through O O', falls on E E'. 

The figure shows how a portion 
only of the pencil from B falls 
on h'/, and as points are taken 
along A H B further off from A, 
less light from these points will 
be received by the eye, or the 
images of these points become 
more and more dim ; that is, the 
edge of the image gradually 
fades out, and there is produced 
what is called the ed^e. 

To prevent this, a diaphragm is 
put at a h by with a circular aper- 
ture ot radius ahy and this is 
called the stop. 

With a positive eye-piece the 
position for the stop is in front 
of both lenses, at the focus of 
the eye-pcce; with a negative 
eye-pi«ce it must be placed 

between the lenses at the focus of the second, or eye-lens. 
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Let ocd be the image, formed by the eye-pieee, of O C 
Then any ray can be easily drawn after passing through E I‘V 
for it passes through the point of corresponding to the 
point of O C O' from which it came. The rays from H whicli 
meet the object-glass at the points O, C, O' are drawn. They 
meet ocd v[i the points 0, c, d. The area ocd is the region of 
greatest concentration of rays. It is called the eye-ring, 
'rhe point c is called the eye-point If the pupil ol the eye 
is of diameter o d or less, it receives most light when at the 
eye-ring. On moving the eye from this position in either 
direction, rays will be lost, chiefly from points at the outer edge 
of the field. If the inipil is of greater diameter than 0 o\ it 
may be moved a little from c without loss of light ; but at c all 
the pencils enter it centrically. The eye-ring is thus the best 
position for the pu])il. 

Micrometer Eye-piece. — ^This is used to measure the 
dimensions of an object. It consists of a positive eye-])iece 
^uth a fine wire in its focal plane, which wire is c.i[)able of 
being moved transversely in this plane by means of a screw 
carrying the frame to w'hich it is attached. 'Fhe screw- 
head is divided so that we may estimate the distance in 
terms of the screw-pitch through which the wire has been 
moved across the image formed by the object-glass. Now, 
this image is similar to the object, so that the distances 
through which the wire is moved are proportional to tlie cor- 
responding distances in the object. To measure a distance in 
the object, then, we must estimate the corresponding distance 
in the image in terms of the screw-pitch, and then replace the 
object by a small scale, such as a 
subdivided millimeter, and estimate a 
length on the irnag^ of this in terms 
of the screw-pitch. Thus we get, by 
proportion, the recpiired distance. 

This arrangement would not be 
applicable to the negative eye-piece, 
because the image formed at the 
position in which the wire must be 
put is not similar to the object, on 
account of the linear distortion pro- 
duced by the field-lens. 

Binocular Micropcope. — This 
h^ two eye-pieces for the two eyes, 
with axes converging to the tobject- 
glass. The light leaving the object- 
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glass IS divided so as to form images in both eye-pieces. 
There are various ways of dividing the light. Fig. 117 illus- 
trates how it may be done: one half of the pencil coming 


from the ol)ject-glass being re- 
ceived by a suitably shaped piece 
of glass with plane faces, and, 
after two internal reflexions, 
emerging in a direction inclined 
to that of the other half. The 
distance between the eye-pieces 
has to be arranged to suit the 
distance between the eyes. This 
may be done by having the 
eye-pieces movable in their di- 
verging tubes by means of rack- 
works. 

The Astronomical Tele- 
scope. — In its simplest form 
this consists of two converging 
lenses — an object-glass and an 
eye-i)iecc. The object-glass, O, 
forms an image, ii of a dis- 
tant object, A B. a*h* is nearly at, 
just beyond, the princijial focus. 
The eye-piece E forms an en- 
larged virtual image, a b, of a* //. 

Let — /, — /' be the focal 
lengths of object-glass and eye- 
piece. 'The ma^mfying powet\ 
;//, is the ratio of the angles 
subtended at the eye by a b and 
by A B, when they are both at 
great distances from the tele- 
scope. 'rhe exact position of 
a b does not practically affect 
this ratio ; for/' is so small that 
/?'// will be practically at the 
principal focus of 1C. 'I'he exact 
position of A B does not matter 
practically ; for as long as A B 



is very far off, the image d U will be practically at the prin- 
cipal focus of the object-glass. The angle which A B subtends 
at the eye is practically equal to A 0 B, ue. to dO Putting 
tangents for angles, we have — 
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practically. 


The magnifying power of a telescope may be found by 
looking through it at a distant scale or some object with C(iui- 
distant marks, such as a brick wall, with one eye, while the 
object is seen directly with the other eye. The two pictures 
thus seen ^rc got to overlap, and the number of divisions in 
the latter that coincide with one division in the former is the 


required magnifying power. 

Another method of finding the magnifying power is as 

follows : VI ” y/ “ expression for magnification produced 

by lens) diameter of object-glass -r diameter of image formed 
by eye-piece of object-glass. Thus it is only necessary to 
measure the object-glass, or some object in the place of it, 
such as the length of a slit cut in a piece of cardboard ; and 
the. length of the corresponding image. 

In an actual telescope the parts arc not so simple as here 
described. The object-glass is generally a compound lens, 
made achromatic for centrical pencils, consisting of a convex 
lens of crown and a concave of Hint glass. The » ye-piecc of 
an astronomical telescope, or of an ordinary telescope used for 
observing purposes, is generally one of those already described. 
This arrangement, however, produces an inverted image. To 
avoid this an erecting eye-piece is used. One form of this con- 
sists of four convex lenses, the first two of which are of equal 
focal length, and so placed that the image formed by the objective 
is at the first principal focus of the first lens. Then an image 
would be formed at the second principal focus of the second lens. 
The other two lenses form an ordinary Huyghens cye-piece. 

As with a microscope, a stop is used to cut olV the rugged 
edge ; and if the telescope is to be used for observations of 
position, or measurements, it is furnished with cross-wires in 
the focus of the eyc-piece, or eye-lens. 


In telescopes, as in microscopes, if the magnifying power 
is high, the pencils of light do not fill the pupil. If the eye- 
ring u'erc as large as, or larger than, the pupil, the brightness 
of the image to an eye with pupil at eye-ring would be the same 
as that of the object; = 1', say. Let I be the brightness of the 
image as it appears to the eye. Let r, p be the radii of eye- 
ring and pupil, r being less than/. Then— 
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This can be put into a different form. For if m is the 
magnifying power of the instrument, and b the radius of the 

, . 1 If b rr.. 

object-glass, w/ = - ; or r = Thus — 



We see, then, the advantage of having a wide object-glass. 
The entire quantity of light received from an object through 
the tcIcsco])e will be to that received by the eye without the 
telescope in the ratio 1///- : T ; for the light received ])er 
unit of solid angle is changed in the ratio I : and the solid 
angle is changed in the ratio //r : i. Thus the light is increased 
in the ratio //- : that is, in the ratio of the aperture of the 
object-glass to that of the pupil. 

'rhis, too, is otherwise obvious ; for without the telescope 
the eye would only have received as much light as could enter 
the puj)il, but the telesco|)e gathers up all that enters the 
object-glass and directs it into the puj)il. Thus stars which 
are invisible to the naked eye arc revealed by a wide-aperture 
telescope. 

Thcyfi’4/ of view, of a telq,s_popc means the angle subtended 
at the eye by the diameter of the whole area of the object 
seen ; or the angle between the extreme pencils from the 
object to the eye. This is practically the same as the angle 
subtended at the centre of the object-glass. If it were deter- 
mined by pencils whose axes meet the eye-piece, it would be 
twice the angle bCa in Fig. 116 ; that is, the angle subtended 
at the centre of the objec t-glass by the diameter of the eye- 
piece. It is, however, limited by the stop to those pencils all 
of whose rays meet the eye-piece. I'hus it is twice the angle 
C ii. Let (I be the radii of object-glass and eye-piece (or 
field-lens of eye-piece). TiCt x = radius of stop, and 20 = field, 
'rhen, by drawing a straight line from O parallel to C D to meet 
E hV, wc have, by similar triangles — 

.V + _ b* -f- b 

t -/+/’ 

..A 


And 0 being small, 

t 


= tan 


.-.0 = 


by^/f 

A/+f)' 
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his consists of a convex lens for 
object-ghss, and a concave lens 
for eye-piece. I'he image which 
the object-glass would form is 
behind the eye-picce ; so that it 
is never formed, but acts as a 
virtual object to the cve-picce. 
'I'he cye-]uc‘ce reinveris this in 
the final image, tlius giving an 
erect image ; and this is thi; 
main advantage of the instru- 
ment. The figure sliows the 
instrument arranged to produce 
an image </, at an infinite dis- 
tance, of an object A at an 
infinite distance , ti^ being the 
image of A formed b> the object- 
glass. OL is in a focal plane of 
both O and E. Thus the dis- 
tance between O and I', is the 
difference of their numerical 
focal lengths. Or, as for the 
astronomical telescope, OE = 
— /»• telescope no 

slop or cross-wires for measur- 
ing can be used. 'Flie eye-ring 
is in front of the eye-picce, so 
that the eye cannot be put at 
it; the rays diverge from the 
eye-piece, and the field is very 
limited. The area of the eye- 
piece used, or the effective 
aperture, is equal to the area 
of the pupil. 

The opera-glass consists of 
a pail of (lalilcan telescopes, 
the object-glass and eye-piece 
of each being, as a rule, com- 
pound achromatic lenses, with 
an arrangement for varying the 
distance between object-glass 
and eye-piece, fo* different eyes 
and different distances of ob- 
ject. t 
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Reflecting Telescopes. — In all these, instead of an object- 
glass consisting of a convex lens, a concave mirror, called the 
object-mirror, is used to form an image of the object. 

In HirscheVs telescope the aperture is very large, and the 



image formed by the mirror is viewed directly with an eye-piece, 
'rhe incidence is made slightly oblique, and the eye-piece placed 
a little to the side, so that the head of the observer may be as 
much out of the way 
as possible. 

In Newtons tele- 
scope the incidence 
on the concave 
mirror is direc't, and 
a small plane mirror 
or reflecting ])rism is 
used to reflect the 
image out at the 
side, where the eye- 
])icce receives it. 

In Gregorys tele- 
scope (Fig. 122) the 
light, after reflexion 
at the mirror, forms 
an image, <7' V, 'Fhis 
image forms, with the help of another concave mirror, an image, 
d' U\ This is viewed by the eye-piece. Adjustment for 
different eyes is effected by moving the small mirror along 
the axi^ 
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In telescope (Fig. 123') there is a small convex 

mirror instead of the small concave mirror Gregory’s. The 
image ci b* is a virtual object for this mirror, and give- the real 
image d* V\ 1’he image as seen by the eye-piece is then 
inverted. 



Fig. 123. 

To find the magnifying power of Herschel's telescope. 
Let the distant object A B form in the object-mirror the image 
dh\ I'hen — 

_ L dEbl 
Z ACB 

_ La'W _f 

~ LdCl/ ~ fl'E ~f 

■'t 

where / and are the focal lengths of object-mirror and 
eyc-piece. 

In Newton's telescope let dp be the image foimed by the 
object-mirror, dU the image formed by the plane mirror. 
Tiien dp = db'^ and we have— * 



Telescopes. i S 5 

LdYM 
“ L ACB 

L d¥M _f 
■ L dCp “rt'E ■"/' 

Let us consider the magnifying power and the field of view 
of Gregory’s telescope. T.et/, — /^/" be the focal lengths of 
the large mirror, eye piece, and small mirror. Let O, O" be 
the centres of the large and small mirrors, F" the focus of 
the small mirror. Let the distance between the foci of the 
mirrors be .v. 

'Fhe magnifying power — 

_ ifir Od _ Od 

" la'oe ~ «'// * txj'' “ 0",r' ■ Ert"' 

Then Ert" =/' ; 0''rt' =/" -.v; Ort' = /. And— 

V>,f ^ Dtf' “/' ’ 

•• 2 f' + 0',i'^f' + x~f' 

:.0''a' = ^ - 2 /' 

.V 

_/(/' - -v) 


We may find, from this, an approximate expression not 


involving x. 


'riie image d' //' is near to, and wc shall suppose it at, the 
pole of the large mirror. Thus — 

fr. ,{'d ^ a O" + OV = + r - .y; 


.-./v =/'“ - .v=. 

.v being small, wc have, approximately— 

A ; 



Supposing tile object-mirror large enough, so that it imposes 
no restriction on the field, the field will be limited by the ex- 
treme rays drawn from the small mirror to the eye-piece. The 
extrenib visible field is found by drawing a straight line between 
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the highest points of small mirror and eyc-piecc. Now, the 
small mirror is made about equal in size to the aperture in the 
object-mirror, so as just to cut off all incident rays that would 
fall directly on the eye-piece, and the eye-piece is made of 
about the same size to take in as great a field as possible. 
Thus if a is the radius of the front lens of the eyc-piecc, and 
a V* is the radius of the image, formed by the small mirror, of 
the whole object seen, d'b" = a, about. And the semiangle 

subtended by the image seen is y 'rherefore the field is— 

2a 

;;/ being the magnifying power of the instrument. 

The two expressions here found for the magnifying power, 
and the expression for the field of \iew, also apply to Casse- 
grain’s telescope. 

In the reflecting telescope the difticulty of obtaining an 
achromatic object-glass is got over once for all. Siu li a tele- 
scope does not produce so bright an image or such good 
definition as an equally large refracting telescope ; but mirrors 
for reflecting telescopes can be made much larger than object- 
glasses. Lord Rosse’s large reflecting telescope, which can be 
used either as a Newtonian or as a Herschelian, has a reflector 
of 6 feet diameter, and 53 feet focal length ; whereas object- 
glasses have not been made of 2 feet diameter. '1 he material 
frequently used for object-mirrors is speculum metal, a com- 
pound of copper and tin. Mirrors made of this material, 
however, are found difficult to keep in good order, as it readily 
becomes tarnished, and great care has to be exercised in 
cleaning and polishing it, so as not to alter the shape of the 
mirror. Reflectors have also been made of silver deposited 
on glass, the silvered side being used as the reflecting side, 
'rhese afford a better reflecting surface, are more easily made, 
and more easily kept in order. 

Among large telescopes that have been constructed on the 
reflecting principle, in modern times, may be mentioned that 
of the Melbourne Observatory, which is a Cassegrain telescope 
of 4 feet aperture, 'rhis form is not frequently used. As a 
terrestrial telescope, it possesses the defect of giving an inverted 
image. But it has the advantage over Gregory’s, which pro- 
duces an erect image, that the spherical aberrations of its 
mirrors are in opposite directions, and so tend to cancel each 
other. • 



Other Optical Apparatus, 157 

The Spectrometer. — This is an instrument used for 
measuring the refracting angles and refractive indices of 
prisms. Its main j)arts are a horizontal divided circle; a 
horizontal platform turning about the a.xis of the divided circle, 
and having a vernier, or two verniers at opposite ends of a 
diameter, which move over the circle ; a collimator set hori- 
zontally, at a higher level than the platform, and turned towards 
the axis of the circle ; a telescope set horizontally at the same 
level as the collimator, turned towards the axis of the circle, 
and movable about this axis, with verniers moving over the 
circle. The collimator consists of a convex lens at the end 
of a tube, with a vertical slit, or a pair of cross-wires, in the 
focus ; the telescope is a common telescope with a positive 
eye-piece, and a pair of cross-wires in the focus of the eye- 
piece. In both collimator and telescope the distance of the 
cross-wires, or of the slit in the collimator, from the object- 
glass is adjustable. And in the telescope the distance of the 
eyc-])iece from the cross-wires can be adjusted to suit the eye. 

To use the instrument, first set the telescope eye-piece to 
suit the eye. Then the telescope and collimator must be set 
for parallel light. 'J'his may be done by setting the telescope 
first, turning it to a very distant object, and adjusting it till the 
image of this coincides with its wires. Then turn the telescope 
to the collimator ; and adjust this so that the image of its slit 
or wires coincides with the wires of the telescope. Suppose 
that cross-wires are used in the collimator; then the cross- 
wires in telescope and collimator are at the principal foci of 
the object-glasses. The pencils of light from the collimator 
wires leave the collimator as parallel pencils, and on entering 
the telescope converge to the plane of its wires. 

'lo measure the angle of a jirism, this is set on- the platform 
with its faces vertical, or at right angles to the plane in which 
the axes of the telescope and collimator are. The best way of 
doing this is to have the prism on a little table provided with 
three levelling-screws, and resting on the platform, and so to 
adjust the level that the image of the collimator wires occupies 
the same position in the field of the telescope when seen by 
reflexion at either face as when seen directly. In making this 
adjustment we may either fix the telescope on ope side, not in 
a line with the collimator, and turn the platform with the prism 
so as to reflect light from the collimator into the telescope off 
the faces in turn ; or we may fix the prism in such a position 
that ei^h face reflects some of the light from the collimator, 
and turn the telescope so as to receive light off each face in 
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turn. I'hesc adjustments being made, we may measure tlie 
angle of the prism in two ways. 

1. Fix the prism so that each face refl(*cts lisht from the 
coMimator. Turn the telescope to receive light from one face 
of the prism and set it so that the image of the collimator 

wires is formed in a 
A ^ definite position with 

reference to its wires, 
so that, for instance, 
the intersections of the 
two pairs coincide. 
Read the angle at 
j \ wliich llie telescope is 

j N. set. Move <hc tele- 

^ r scope till the image of 

y ! ^ the collimator wires is 

/ \ seen by reflexion off 

j \ the other face of the 

e/ / \ prism in the smne way. 

'rhe angle of the prism 
is half the angle 
through which the tele- 
scope has been turned. For if All, C I) denote the parallel 
rays of light coming from the collimator, and 11 K, D V the 
reflected rays; these last will be the directions a’ong which 
the telescope axis is set in the two positions ; and they contain 
an angle ecpial to twice the angle of tlic prism. 

2 . Set the telescope on one side, and turn the prism so as to 
reflect the images of the collimator wires in turn into the tele- 
scope. The angle thnAigh which the p'rism is turned between 
the two positions is the sui)plement of its refracting angle. 

To measure the refracting index of the prism, we have, in 
addition, to determine the angle of minimum deviation which 


the prism produces. This must, of course, be done with light 
of the definite quality for which we require the prismas re- 
fractive index — say, for sodium light got by burning a sodium 
salt in a Bunsen flame. The mo.st accurate way of deter- 
mining the angle is as follows : Set the prism to produce 
minimum deviation on one side, and set the telescope to view 
the image, taking the reading of the position of the telescope. 
Now turn the prism till it produces minimum deviation on the 
othei side, and set the telescope to view the image. The 
angle of minimum deviation is half the angle through which 
the -elescope has been turned between the two positions. 
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^ The Sextant^ or Quadrant, invented by Newton, and 
reinvented by Hadley, is used to measure the angular distance 
between two distant objects. It depends on the principle that 
if a beam of light is 
reflected by a mirror, 
then, when the mirror 
is rotated, the reflected 
beam is rotated through 
twice as great an angle ; 
or if a given beam is 
to be reflected in a 
given direction, then, 
when the incident beam 
is rotated, the mirror 
must be rotated through 
half as great an angle. 

M and N are two 
mirrors set at right 
angles to the plane of 
the instrument ; only 
half of N is silvered, 
the remainder being 
transparent. M is mov- 
able about an axis at 
right angles to the plane of the instrument by means of the arm 
M P, which moves over a divided arc of a circle, and carries 
a vernier at P. T is a telescope turned to the mirror N. If 
At is parallel to N, rays of light would enter T from the same 
distant point, both through the transparent part of N and 
after reflexions in the two mirrors. P should now be at the 
zero of the divided arc. To measure the angular distance 
between two distant objects, AI is turned till the two objects 
are seen to coincide in the telescope. The angle through 
which AI is turned, given by the reading at P, is half the 
required angular distance. The instrument is generally 
graduated so as to give the angular distance directly. Thus 
the arc in numbered in half-degrees. 

The Heliostat. — It is frequently necessary to have sun- 
light in a definite direction for a considerable time. The 
heliostat is an instrument which, by means of clockwork, 
keeps a reflector turning so as to accomplish this. The 
position for the mirror, to reflect the light of the sun in a 
given (]^ection, is such that its normal bisects the angle 
between the direction and the direction of the sun. There 
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must then be some arrangement fi)r causing the mirror to 
move so that its normal always has such a position. It will 
be sufficiently accurate to suppose that, during the time for 
which a heliostat is used, the sun’s polar distance--that is, the 
angle between the sun’s direction and the earth’s axis — remains 
constant, and that the sun moves round this axis, relatively to 
the earth, with uniform angular velocity. '^I’he original and 
simplest form of heliostat is that of Fahrenheit In it is an 
axis which is set parallel to the earth’s axis, this being done 
by setting it in the meridian, and to make an angle with the 
horizon equal to the latitude of the place. The mirror can be 
firmly attached to this axis, and is set so that its normal 
makes an angle with it equal to half the sun’s polar distance, 
'^rhe axis is carried round by clockwork at the rate of one 
revolution per day, in the sense of the sun’s motion. If, then, 
the mirror is set so that its normal is, on starting, in the plane 
containing the sun and the earth’s axis, it will be in such a 
plane always ; and the mirror will turn so as to continually reflect 
the sun’s light along the axis. Another reflector could then 
be fixed, if necessary, so as to send the sun’s rays in any 
required direction. 

Silbermanxi’s Heliostat. — As an exanqdc of a heliostat, 
we here describe that of SiJbermann. The drawing and the 
description are taken from Jamin’s “ Cours de Physique.” /// m 
is the mirror which reflects the sun’s rays in the recpiircd 
direction, T.ct O S be the direction of the sun, and OR that 
in which it is required to reflect the light. The apparatus is 
so arranged that the normal O N to tiie mirror shall always 
bisect the angle ROS, and then the sun’s light is always 
reflected along O R. m is carried on a jointed framework, 
in which p efa forms a rhombus, p f being its diagonal ; p f is 
rigidly attached to the mirror, and is normal to its surlace, 
pe is parallel to the rod r, which is set in the direction OR. 
/df is parallel to the rod. Arrangements have thus to be made 
to cause the rod C always to point towards the sun. For this 
purpose this rod is carried by the arm C P r, which consists of 
a portion of a divided circle having its centre at O, and is 
rotated, by means of the clockwork in the box H, about the 
axis F at the rate of one revolution in 24 hours. The box is 
set so that the axis F is inclined to the horizon at an angle 
equal to the latitude of the place in which the apparatus is 
used, and so that this axis is in the meridian ; and is kept in 
this position by the clamping-screw K. The limb CD.y, 
which slides in an aperture at D, is then set so that the angle 
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C O D is equal to the complement of the sun's declination, 
that is, to the angle which the direction of the sun makes 
with the earth's axis. If, then, the clockwork being set going, 
C O is set to point towards the sun, it will continue to do so. 
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CO may be turned towards the sun by turning Cs till a 
needle, which is attached to the axis at I ), indicates the hour 
of tn/c time on the dial B B. The limb r / is carried by a 
hollow support which surrounds the axis that connects C P j? 
with the clockwork, and moves independently of this axis ; by 
means of the two clamping-screws E and A, the rod r can be 
set in any desired direction, the direction in which the light 
is to be reflected. 

Attached to the limb C P j are a pin-hole aperture s and 
a small screen P, such that the line P x is parallel to C O. 

M 
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These may be used in setting the apparatus. It is, for instance, 
unnecessary to know the meridian plane if the apparatus is 
set correctly in all other respects. For if this is the case, and 
the whole apparatus be turned about, keeping its base level, 
till the sun shines tnrough s on P, then the axis must be in 
the meridian. 


Example. 

If you wore observing a small luminous object by a telescope not 
corrected for chromatic aberration, what appearances woiiM present tlicni- 
selves on sliding the eye-piece in and out? (Loud. Int. Sci. l*ass, iS8i.) 


CHAPTER IX. 

VELOCITY OF LICriT. 

7'he first successful attempt to measure the velocity of light 
was made by Roemer, a Danish astronomer, in about 1675. 
His method was based on observations of the eclipses of 
Jupiter’s first satellite. The plane in which the satellite 
revolves round Jupiter is nearly the same as that of Jupiter’s 
orbit about the sun; and the satellite becomes periodically 
eclipsed, passing into the .shadow of Jupiter cast by the sun. 
The satellite revolves uniformly about Jupiter, as does Jupiter 
about the sun, so that successive eclipses should occur at 
equal intervals, and so should successive emergences. In the 
figure S denotes the sun, and the inner and outer c ircles the 
orbits of the earth and Jupiter. Suppose both to move in the 
plane of the paper, clockwise. Jupiter’s period of revolution 
is II years and 10 months. Suppose the planets (E and J) to 
be in conjunction, that is, in the positions Ki, J,. In a little 
more than 6 months they will be in opposition, at E.^, Ja. And 
after another equal interval they will be in conjunction again 
at Eg, Jg. Now, while E moves ftom Ej to Eg the appearances 
of the satellite can be observed; and while E moves foim 
Eo to Eg its disappearances can be observed. It is found that 
the mean interval between successive appearances is longer 
than the mean interval between successive disappearances. 
Ihis is because light takes a finite time to reach the earth 
from the satellite, and a longer time as the earth gels further 
away. If the interval between successive disappearances or 
appearances is calculated from observations made as the 
eaiwh moves from conjunction to conjunction again, it is found 
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that the interval between appearances at Eiand Ea is 16 mins. 
26 sees, longer than the calculated time, and the interval 
between disappearances at and E3 is by the same amount 
shorter than the calculated time. Thus 16 mins. 26 secs, is 


J. 

■ 
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the time that light takes to travel over the diameter of the earth’s 
orbit. And the velocity of light in space is found by dividing 
this diameter by 16 mins. 26 secs. The result that has been 
obtained in this way is 308,000,000 metres per second. 

hradley, the English astronomer, in 1728, explained, by 
means of the finite velocity of light, the astronomical pheno- 
menon called aberration; and deduced 
from the phenomenon the value of the 
velocity of light in space. This pheno- 
inenon is a small apparent ^periodic dis- 
placement of the fixed stars from the mean 
position. The period of the displacement 
is a year ; and the displacement is always 
in the direction in which the earth is 
moving in its orbit. Now, sup[)ose the 
earth to be at A, and let A B denote the 
velocity with which it is moving ; let light 
be coming to A along the path C A and 
with a velocity denoted by C A j then 
the restive approach of the light towards the earth is com- 
pounded of the two velocities CA and BA, that is, it is 
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represented by D A. That the light will appear to come along 
the path D A will, perhaps, be made clearer by the following 
illustration : — 

Suppose a telescope (and the same reasoning would apply 
to the eye) to be directed along A C. Then, if the light enters 
one end of the tube at C, by the time the light has arrived at 
A, the other end of the tube wdll have got to B, and the light 
will not be perceived. But if the telescope is directed along 
AD, the light coming along DB enters the tube at 1), and 
by the time it arrives at B, the other end of the tube is there 
to receive it. Thus the light appears to come along DA. 
This explanation does not at all depend on the nature of light, 
but merely on the facts that light travels with finite velocity, 
and along straight lines, so that its path in the moving 
telescope tube is in a straight line with all the remainder of its 
path. 

I.et, then, a denote the angle which the apparent distance 
of the star is making with the earth's path, that is, the angle 
CAB; and let h denote the angular apparent displacement 
of the star from its true position. Let V and v be the velocities 
of light and of the earth. Then we have — 

V ^ sin BDA _ sin 8 

V sin BAD ^ sin a 

To find 8 it is necessary to know the true direction of the 
star. This, for many stars, is the same as its mean apparent 
direction, practically. The distances of some stars are so 
vast that the directions of one from all points of the earth's 
orbit are about the same. And in two intervals, separated by 
six months, when the earth is moving with equal velocities in 
opposite directions, a will have nearly equal values, and the 
displacements from the true position will be equal and opposite. 
The greatest value of 8 for any star is only about one-third of a 
minute of angular measure. 

Pizeau’s Experiment.— Suppose a source of light to send 
a pencil to a plane mirror at a great distance placed normally 
to the path of the pencil. Imagine a toothed wheel near the 
source, and so placed that the light goes and returns by the 
space between two teeth. Now, the wheel may be rotated at such 
a speed that the light goes to the mirror through an aperture, 
and on its return is intercepted by the next touth ; or, again, 
the wheel may be rotated faster, so that the light returns by 
the next aperture. On continuing to increase the^peed, 
successive disappearances and reappearances would be observed! 
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This is the principle of Fizcau's method. The experiment 
was carried out in the following manner : — 

At two stations, a considerable distance apart, are two 
telescopes, A B and C D. In Fizeau’s experiment this distance 


was nearly throe 
miles. The two tele- 
scopes are directed 

towards each other, 

so that light from the 

focus of the object- 

glass of either may ^ *" I 

enter the other. This 
is arranged by setting eacli telescope 
so that the image of the object-glass 
of the other is brought to the centre 
of its field of view. I'he eye-piece D 
is removed, and a plane mirror, M, 
is set at the focus of C, and at right 
angles to the axis of C, so that the 
rays entering C may return to B. It 


is clear that extremely accurate setting 
of M is not necessary, so long as the 


focus of C is in M. S is a source 
of light of which an image is formed 
at F, the focus of B, by means of a 
system of lenses and a plate of unsil- 
vered glass, G, inclined at 45° to the 
axis of B. W is a toothed wheel, 
whose teeth pass over F, and which 
can be rotated at a known rate by 
means of clockwork and counting- 
wheels. When the wheel rotates 
slowly, on looking through A an 
image of S will be seen, for the light 
will go through two teeth to M, and 
return through the same space. As 
the speed of W is increased, the light 
will be cut off; and on still further 
increasing it, the light will reappear, 



because it goes to M through one 


aperture and returns through the next ; and so on. If, then, 
the speed of W giving complete extinction of the light is 
known^and the number of the extinction (whether it is the 
first second, third, etc.), the angle through which the wheel 
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has turned between letting the light through and cutting it 
off again is known ; and thus can be found the time the light 
has taken to travel from F to M and back again \ and so the 
velocity of light in air. 

The chief objection to this method is that the exact speed 
of the wheel at which complete extinction of the light takes 
place cannot be diiectly determined; extinction appears to be 
complete at any speed which allows too small a quantity of 
light to pass to affect the eye. 

Cornu has introduced improvements into this method. 
The speed of rotation of the wheel W was allowed to vary, 
its revolutions being registered electrically, so that its speed 
at any instant could be deduced. At the same time, the 
observer can, by means of a key, register any instant at which 
he desires to know the speed. Thus, by allowing the speed 
to vary continuously, and registering the instants at which the 
light disappears and reappears, the speeds at these two 
instants can be determined ; and the speed for complete 
extinction is the mean bctiveen them. Cornu has found by 
this method for the velocity of light in air, 300,330,000 ; and 
in vaciio^ 300,400,000 metres per second. 

Foucault’s Method. — The figure shows a horizontal plan 
of Foucault’s arrangement. Sunlight is directed through a 



rec angular aperture, S, in the middle of which is a finewertical 
wire. The light passes through a vertical plate of glass, G, 
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inclined at 45° to its path, and through an achromatic lens, L. 
At M is a small plane mirror which can be rotated about a 
vertical axis. At C is a concave mirror having its centre 
of curvature on the axis of rotation of M. The lens L is so 
adjusted that when M is suitably directed, an image of S is 
formed at C. Siipjjosing M to be stationary, the light reflected 
back from C will form an image of S, which may be seen by 
reflexion from G, by means of a lens H ; at A, say. Now, 
suppose M to be rotated with a moderate degree of rapidity. 
On account of the persistence of impressions, a continuous 
image of S will appear to be formed at A. The brightness 
of this image will depend upon the extent of the mirror C, 
lor light is only being reflected back to L in the small portion 
of M’s rotation in which it is sending light to C. 

Suppose, now, that M is rotated very rapidly. During the 
time that light travels from M to C and back to M, M has 
turned through a small angle, and thus the light is reflected off 
from M by a slightly different path from that by which it 
arrived. This is true for each separate ray of light travelling 
from M to C ; and whatever be the extent of C, all the rays 
on coming back to M are reflected back along paths inclined 
to their original paths at a common angle, equal to twice the 
zmgle through which M has turned during the passage of the 
light from M to C and back to M. This will cause the image 
of S formed by reflected rays, and seen by reflexion at the 
glass G, to appear displaced from A ; to A', say. 

Suppose that a denotes the distance S M ; /», the distance 
M C j </, the displacement A A' of the image of S ; //, the number 
of turns made by M per second ; V, the velocity of light. The 

time taken by light to travel to distance MCM is 2y. 

In this time the miiror M turns through the angle 2^ x 27r// 

= 47r//y. Thus the deflexion of the rays reflected from M 

is Sir;/ And d being small, this is also very nearly Thus 
we get — 

d ^ %Trub 
'a’~ V ’ 

^ _ %T rfiab 

# ^ 

In Foucault’s later experiments the distance M C was made 
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large by causing the light lo undergo several reflexions between 
the mirrors M and C; the distance thus obtained was 20 
metres. 

'rhe mirror M was carried on a well-made axis, and ver>* 
carefully balanced. It was driven by a blast of air acting 
on a sort of siren to which it was attached. It was coated 
with silver on the reflecting side. It was in some experiments 
driven at a speed of some 800 revolutions per second. 

Foucalt employed this apparatus to determine whether the 
velocity of light in air or in water is the greater. l'"or this 
purpose another concave mirror, 1), like C, is added to the 
apparatus, and a tube of water placed between it and M, so 
that the light had to traverse the water in its passage from 
M to D and back again. This would cause the light to come 
to a focus further off than I) ; and to correct for this, a convex 
lens had to be Used along with the tube of water to focus the 
light on D. Each of the mirrors C and D would now, when 
1 \I is rotating, give rise to an image of S by reflexion at Cl ; and 
w'hen M is rotating slowly, these images would be superposed 
at A. Now, suppose that M is rotated very rapidly. It was 
found that the image produced by C, by means of rays that 
had passed entirely through air, was less displaced than that 
produced by I ). It follows that the velocity of light in air is 
greater than that in water. 

This experiment leads us to an important conclusion with 
regard to the nature of light. We shall sec that the emission 
theory requires that the velocity, in a medium of greater 
refrangibility, shall be greater than in one of less refrangibility ; 
but the undulatory theory requires that it shall be les.s. Now, 
water has a greater refrangibility than air , and we see that 
the velocity in it is less than in air. This experiment, then, 
shows that the emission theory, as it will be described, 
is untenable. Regarded as a crucial experiment lo decide 
between the two theories, it decides in favour of the wave 
theory. 

Captain A. A. Michelson, of the United States, has used 
the method of Foucault, modified in some respects, in a 
careful determination of the velocity of light. The distances 
between the aperture S and the revolving mirror M, and 
between this and the fixed mirror C, were made large — 30 and 
2000 feet respectively. The mirror C was plane, and the lens, 
whicii was of 150 feet focal length, was placed between it 
and M. By using the lens in this way, an image of con- 
biderable brightness could be obtained, although the cltstance 
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M C was made so large. If the mirror C is of the same 
breadth as the lens, and M is at the principal focus of the lens, 
then, as long as light from M fells on any part of the lens, it 
will reach C and return to M. In the experiment, in order 
to increase the distance SM, M was placed about 15 feet 
within the focus of the lens, and it was found that the light in 
this way reaching C gave a bright enough image when reflected 
back to S ; although the light passing through the lens is then 
somewhat divergent, and all of it does not reach the mirror C. 

In this, as in Foucault’s experiment, it is necessary that 
an image of S should be formed exactly coinciding with S, 
when M is stationary. Now, L and M form an image of S, 
say I,. An image of I| — say T.^ — is formed by C ; and L acts as 
the source of tlie reflected light. For this to produce an 
image coinciding with S, it is necessary for I, and L to coincide. 
Thus Ii must be formed on the surface of C. Then, whatever 
be the shape of C, L. coincides with I,. 

'Fhe light returning to S was not reflected to the gide, as in 
Foucault’s experiment. This was unnecessary, as a large 
deflexion was produced. An eye-piece, which can be moved 
laterally along a scale which measures its motion, is placed so 
that it can be set behind the slit S, that is, on the side of S of 
the incident light, or it can be moved away to observe the 
deflected image of S when the mirror is spinning round. The 
difference of the readings on the scale when the eye-piece is 
focussed on S and on its image is the amount of the deflexion. 

The mirror M was rotated by a sort of air turbine, the 
driving pressure being susceptible of nice regulation. Its 
speed was about 256 revolutions per second. This was 
measured by comparing it with a tuning-fork kept vibrating 
by electrical means. To the tuning-fork was attached a steel 
mirror, and the light from M falling on this is reflected to 
a plate of glass in the eye-piece inclined to its axis, and then to 
the eye. The fork made about 128 complete vibrations per 
second, its exact rate being determined by comparison, by the 
acoustical method of beats, with a standard fork of about an 
octave higher. Now, when the mirror rotates and the fork 
vibrates, the successive flashes of light from the mirror M will 
generally fall on the mirror of the fork when this is in different 
positions, and a spread- out image is seen in the eye-piece. 
When the mirror rotates in the same time as the fork vibrates, 
a single distinct image is seen ; if twice as quickly, two images 
are see^, and so on. The speed of the mirror was regulated 
by adjusting the pressure while observing the reflected images 
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from the fork ; and, when a steady speed was got, an observa- 
tion of the displacement of the image was taken. A displace- 
ment of about 133 mm. as against 77, - mm. in Foucault's 
experiment, was obtained. 

The result obtained for the velocity by these experiments 
was 299,944,000 ± 50,000 metres per secontl, in viuno. 

The question has been considered whether lights of various 
colours travel with the same or different velocities ; and some 
observers have thought that they had detected differences in 
the velocities ; but the weight of evidence is in favour of the 
velocities of lights of all colours, that is, of all wave-lengths, 
whether in air or in empty spice, being the same. 

Immediately after the eclipse of a star, if lights of different 
colours travelled with different velocities, the light of some 
colours would reach us before that of others, and the star 
would appear coloured. 

On account of aberration, the ligiits of various colours 
would reach us along different directions, and the stir would 
appear like a narrow spectrum, or, at least, would present 
coloured edges. 

In Fizeau's experiment suppose, for instance, that the blue 
light travels faster than the red. I'hen as the speed of the 
rotating wheel is increased so as to begin to cut off the light, 
the red light is cut off first, and die image appears blue. 
When the eclipse is over, and the image begins to reappear, 
the red light begins to appear first, and the image appears red. 

In Foucault's experiment the image of the aperture would 
consist of a scries of coloured imagen having different positions. 
Thus the appearance would be that of a spec trum, or, at least, 
of an image having coloured edges. 

It has not been proved that any of these appearances 
occur. Hence we infer that there is no appreciable difference, 
in air or in vacuOy between the velocities of lights of various 
colours. 


CHATTER X. 

WA VE- MOT I ON. 

Imagine a particle to be moving to and fro along a straight 
line AB, performing oscillations under the action of any 
foices, about the point O, which we may suppose t^ be the 
position of the particle when at rest, or its equilibrium position. 
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Now, suppose that the motion of the particle is such that it 
repeats itself ; so that, after having performed a certain motion 
in a definite interval of time, 

the particle always begins again A 0 B 

and executes precisely the same 
motion in the same period ; 


that is, at any instant the particle is just where it was at a 
definite interval of time before (this interval being the same, 
at whatever instant of the particle’s motion we are considering 
it), and is moving in the same direction and with the same 
velocity. The motion of the particle is then said to be 
periodic. And the interval of time taken by the particle 
to cxcciiie its complete motion before beginning again, or 
the interval between two corresponding instants at which the 
particle is in the same position and moving in the same way, 
is called the period of the motion. 

The simplest sort of periodic motion from a dynamical 
point of view is simple harmonic motion. This is frequently 
written, for short, S.H.M. We shall now define it. 

Suppose a point, P, to move round the circumference of 
a circle with uniform velocity. Let Q be the foot of the 
perpendicular let fall from P on a 
fixed diameter, A A', of the circle. 

I'he motion of Q, to and fro along 
A A\ is called simple harmonic mo- 
tion. O A is called the amplitude of ^ 
the motion. 

This motion is approximately 
illustrated by the motion of one end 
of a rod, this end being guided so 
as to move in a straight line through 
the centre of a wheel, and the other 
end being carried round with uniform velocity by the wheel. 
If the rod is so long that it may be supposed to undergo no 
appreciable angular displacement, the linear displacements of 
its two ends along the line in question arc appreciably equal, 
and the motion of the end which moves along this line is 
appreciably S.H.M. 

Suppose that, in the above figure, the radius OA = a, and 
the angular velocity of the point P = w ; P performs a revolu- 
tion in time — 



This is, 


T = 

then, the period 


27 r 

W 

of the motion of 


Q. 


The 
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acceleration of P is along P O, and is o)V./ The acceleration 
of Q is the component of this along A O ; that is, it is or * (^)0. 

Thus, if the noitit Q is performing S.H.M. with () as 
mean position, the acceleration of Q is always directed to (), 
and proportional to the displacement of <2 from its mean 
position. 

Let CQ = jr, and let the acceleration of Q towards () 
be kx. Or, supposing distances, accelerations, etc., from () 
to the right to be positive, and those to the left negative, 
we may call the acceleration of Q simply — Z'.v, k being a 
positive quantity. The acceleration of P would now be 
and so is the angular velocity of P ; and the period of 




a complete revolution of P is 




This is, therefore, also 


the period of Q*s motion. 

^ Thus, Avhen the acceleration of Q at any point is the 

■ . . 2ir 

period of Q*s motion is 

Or, we may write for the period of a S.H.M. — Y S 




/displacement . 
V acceleration ^ 


the numerical magnitude of the quotient under the radical 
being, of course, understood. ' * / • * • . 

It is easy to see that if a point or a particle is moving in 
a straight line in such a manner that its acceleration is always 
totcards a given point in the line, and is proportional to its 
displacement from that point, it performs S.H.M. about that 
point as mean position. For we may imagine another particle 
performing S.H.M. so that its acceleration in any position is 
the ^me as that of the given particle in the same position, 
and its motion is of such amplitude that its velocity, in passing 
through its mean position, is the same as that of the given 
particle at the same position. Then, if we suppose that the 
two we moving through the mean position at the same instant 
and in the same direction, they will always keep together ; that 
is, the given particle will describe S.H.M. 

The velocity, with which passes through its mean 
position, is equal to the velocity of P, ata. 

The complete to-and-fro motion of Q is sometimes called 


an oscillation or a vibration; 

period. 


2ir 

7k 


is called the vibration 
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The phase of a vibrating particle denotes the point at 
which the particle is in its motion at any instant. It is 
generally taken to mean the fraction of a complete period 
that has elapsed since tb^ particle was last in its mean 
position moving through it in the sense reckoned positive, 
'riius the phases of Q at A, A' are ^ and and at O it is o 
or according as Q is moving to right or left, if we agree to 
consider distances measured from O to the right as positive. 

Thus if T is the period, and / is the time since the particle 
was last moving through its mean position in the positive sense, 


its phase is 


/ 

T 


It should be noticed that sometimes t is called 


the phase, and sometimes 


27r/ 

'r 


Imagine a point to start from 
O, and to begin to move to the 
right. At the end of a time, /, let 
Q be its position. 

Then ZB'OF= 2^,4 • f.*.. 


'riius the displacement of Q is — 


a sin 


27r/ 

T’ 



This expression is general, having a negative value when 
Q is on the left of O. 

The velocity of Q at the same instant is the resolved part 
along O A of P’s velocity. Thus it is riw cos B'OP ; that is — 

2Tra 2irt 

T T' 

If the time / is measured from the instant at which the 


phase of Q has the value then the expressions for the 
displacement and velocity of Q arc — 
a sin ( 27 r,J, + c) 

and — 

-7^, cos {2ir,^ + c). 

Suppose a particle has two independent simple harmonic 
motionswin •the same straight line, and of the same period. 
Denote the displacements <}uc to these by — 
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and- 


sin (2ir-, — €,) 
^r.; sin {2irf^ — €o) 


The resulting displacement, the sum of these, is — 

(^/l cos €i 4- ^2 cos I5)sin — (<fi sin ^ + a.^ sin g) cos jy . 
This may be written — 

a sin (27r,j, — c). 


if cos € = //, cos €, + cos Cj, 
and ^7 sin € = //, sin c, + sin 

Thus //" rr + a.r + 277//0 cos (c, - £.), 

, , a. sin c, + a» sin c., 

and tan £ = * — - “ 

7/1 cos c, + cos €., 

A geometrical construction may be made for the resulting 

C S.H.M. For from O 
draw O A, O H eijual to 
(ii and f/o, and making 
the angles X O A and 
X O B eiiual to £» and 
Co. And construct the 
parallelogram O A C B. 
Then, since the projec- 
tion of O C on C) X is 
eiiual to the sum of the 
])rojections of O A, O B, 
we have — 
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OC cos XOC ai cos ci + a., cos Cy. 

And similarly — 

OC sin XOC <7, sin ci + a,, sin Cy. 

Thus OC = rtf; and XOC = c. 

In a similar way we may compound any number of 
S.II.M.’s of equal period and different phases by starting 
from any point and drawing a polygon whose sides shall be 
equal to the amplitudes of the S.H.M.'s, and whose incli- 

nations to any straight line, when multiplied by shall be 

27r 

equal to the phases of the motions ; or whose inclinatjpns are 
the phase-angles of the motions, as co, . . . may be called. 
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Suppose we have a series of particles having mean 
positions equally spaced out along a straight line, and per- 
forming S.H.M.’s about these mean positions in paths at 
right angles to the given straight line, and all in one plane, 
the amplitudes and the periods of the motions being the 
same for all, but the phase falling olf uniformly from particle 



to particle. Let, for example, the particles A, B, C, . . . be 
moving in such a manner, each lagging in phase by \ behind 
the one to the left of it Consider the grouping of the 
particles at any instant Suppose A to be moving upwards 
through its mean position. B is moving up towards its mean 
position. C is at its greatest depth, and not moving at the 
instant D is moving down from its mean position. E is 
moving down through its mean position. And so on. 

Consider, again, what the grouping is when J of a period 
has elapsed (see lower half of Fig. 135). Each particle is 
now in the phase in which the preceding one was in the first 
case. The grouping is the same as before, but the particles 
do not occupy the same positions in it The figure represent- 
ing it is displaced to the right by a distance equal to that 
between two consecutive mean positions. 

Continuing to represent the successive arrangements of the 
particles in this way, v.’e see that the figure representing the 
grouping moves to the right at a uniform rate. At the end 
of a whole period each particle will just have got back to the 
condition in which it was at the beginning, and the grouping 
will be just the same. The figure of grouping will have 
travelled in this time through the distance A I, that is, through 
the distance from any particle to the next one in the series, 
which is always in the same phase as it. 
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We have thus a series of waves^ transverse to the line of 
particles, passing along them. A particle which is at any 
instant at its greatest height above the horizontal line is at 
a wave crest ; and a particle at its greatest depth is at a 
trough. 

Tlie wave-length is the distance between two consecutive 
crests or two consecutive troughs, or the distance from any 
particle to the next one which is in the same phase. 'I'he 
velocity of propagation of the waves is the velocity with 
which the crests or the troughs move along, or the velo city 
\j^h which any given phase is propagated. Let T denote the 
j^nod of vibration of a particle, X the wave-length, and \' 
the velocity of propagation of the waves. Then, in the time 
T, each particle goes through its complete motion and comes 
back to its old position ; or, where there was a crest, or any 
given state of displacement of the particles at the beginning 
of the time T, there is again the same state at the end of that 
time. Therefore in this time the waves have travelled through 
the distance X. And they travel with velocity V. Thus we 
have the important relation — 

A = VI'. 


Suppose, now, that the scries of particles along which the 
waves pass is indefinite in number. Supposing, as before, that 
the period and amplitude are the same for all, being equal to 
T and and that the phase falls off uniformly along the line 
of particles; that is, at any instant the difference of phase 
between two particles is proportional to the distance between 
them. The difference in phase between any particle, say 


-T 


the particle A, and one, P, at a distance, a’, from it, is 

Measure the time t from an instant when the phase of A is o. 
The displacement of A at lime / is — 

/ ' '■ = 

a sin 27 r„,. jv ~ it ' ^ 

The time at which the phase of P is o is Thus at 

A 

time /, since the interval that has elapsed from this instant is 
/ — the displacement of P is — 


a sin 27 r 
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Or this may be written — 


a sin 


t- 

T V 


X 

V 


)■ 


The -importance of simple harmonic motion from a 
physical point of view is this : If a material particle is held 
ill eiiuilibiium by means of elastic supports, and if it receives 
a slight displacement from its position of equilibrium, the 
force so called into play, acting on the particle, is towards the 
equilibrium position, and proportional to the displacement. 
Thus the acceleration of the particle is at any instant towards 
the equilibrium position, and proportional to the displacement, 
'rherefore, if the particle receives no velocity at right angles 
to the straight line of its small displacement, it will move in 
this straight line with simple harmonic motion. 

An example of this is the case of a weight hanging by an 
clastic string. If the weight is pulled down a little from its 
ciiuilibrium position, and let go, it will execute simple harmonic 
motion in a vertical line. 

Another example is the rase of a small weight carried on 
one end of a straight, stiff spring, the other end of the spring 
being firmly fixed, as in a vice. If the spring can only be bent 
one way, and it is so bent a little and let go, the particle will 
execute S.ll.M. If the spring is equally stiff for bending in 
any direction, the weight could execute S.H.M. of the same 
period in any straight line through its equilibrium position at 
right angles to the spring. 

We may represent, physically, the passage of a series of 
waves along a line of particles by means of a stretched string. 
If this is fixed at one end, and the other end is shaken quickly 
to and fro across the line of the string, a series of waves will be 
sent towards the fixed end. 


CHAPTER XI. 

WAVE THEORY OF LIGHT, 

Wk have now to consider the physical nature of light ; that is, 
without seeking to answer the question how light affects our 
eyes, we have to consider what it is that takes place in the 
space between an object which is seen and an eye which sees 
it ; or tn what way surrounding space is affected by a body 
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giving out light, whether of its own (if it is self-luminous) or 
light that has fallen on it from some source. 

'Pwo theories have been put forth as to the nature of light 
— the emission theory of Newton, and the undulatory 
theory. 

The emission theory states that light consists of particles, 
or corpuscles, emitted by luminous bodies. These particles 
are acted upon in different ways by the surfaces of the bodies 
with which they come in contact. To explain how it is tliat 
at the surface of a lransi)arent body light is partly reflected 
and partly refracted, Newton supposed that the partic'les have 
periodic phases, or “ fits,” as he called them, of easy reflexion 
and easy refraction, so that it depends on which of these two 
a particle is in on reaching the surface, whether it will be 
reflected or refracted. 

The undulatory, or wave, theory supposes that there exists 
an all-pervading medium, or ether, through which light is 
]*ropagated, and that light consists of waves passing through 
the ether. Every luminous point acts as a centre of disturb- 
ance, and sends out waves in all directions through the ether. 

Let us consider how reflexion and refraction of light would 
be explained by these theories. 

When a luminous corpuscle is reflected at a surface, it is 
because at a certain point, P, of its path it comes under the 

influence of the surface, and is 
repelled. At R it is moving 
parallel to the surface ; and 
when it reaches Q, which is 
equally distant from the sur- 
face with P, it passes out of 
the action of the surface again. 
The repulsion is always the same at the same distance from 
the surface. Ihus all the velocity normal to the surface is 
destroyed in the path P R ; and an equal amount in the oppo- 
site direction is generated in the path R Q. The velocity 
parallel to the surface remains unchanged. Thus the particle 
is moving after reflexion w^ith the same velocity as before, 
and in such a direction as to satisfy the laws of reflexion. 

^Vhen a particle is refracted, it is because at a certain point, 
P, of Its path it comes under the action of the refracting surface. 
and IS attracted throughout the portion P Q of its path. Thus 
It ha.:, when it has entered the refracting medium, a velocity 
normal to the surface greater than that which it had before 
entt.ing the medium. Its velocity parallel to the surface 
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remains unchanged. Suppose its entire velocities in the first 
and second media are v, v ' ; and ii the index of refraction from 
the first to the second ; / and r the angles of incidence and 
refraction. Equating the veloci- 
ties parallel to the surface, we 
get— 

V sin / = sin r ; 

In the same way, refraction 
with an index less than unity, 
as from glass to air, would be 
explained by supposing that the particle is repelled by the 
surface, but not sufliciently to prevent it from entering the 
second medium. 

Let us next consider how reflexion and refraction may be 
explained according to the wave theory. We must first, 
however, consider the propagation of a series of waves in space. 
We have considered the passage of waves along a line of 
l)articlcs, such as the particles of a stretched string. But we 
may have a series of weaves passing through a solid body, and 
affecting eac h particle of it, or within a certain portion of it, 
with periodic disturbances. And, in the same way, we may 
have a series of waves passing through space, and affecting the 
ether. Now, the ether may be so circumstanced that the 
waves pass through it with the same velocity everywhere and in 
all directions, as when the space contains air everywhere ; or 
the velocities may be different at different places, as when 
part of the space contains air, and another part some refracting 
medium, such as glass. 

Any surface which is such that at any instant the phase of 
disturbance is the same at any point of it, is called a wavefront. 
Thus if weaves are radiated into a homogeneous medium from 
a single point, in such a manner that the disturbance starts in 
the same phase along any line from the point, the wave-fronts 
wiVL be spheres having the point as centre. A very small 
portion of such a sphere, as compared with its distance from 
the centre of the disturbance, may be regarded as a plane 
wavefront. 

To consider more fully, from a mechanical point of view, 
the passage of a series of plane waves through a homogeneous 
mediumi? Imagine a single plane disturbance. When this 
has reached the indefinitely extended plane A Bj each point of 
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Fig. 138 


this plane may now be considered as an origin of disturbance, 
and would, if acting alone, send out a spherical disturbance into 
the medium. At the end of a given time after reaching A B, 
suppose the disturbance has travelled in any direction tlirough 
a distance r. 

Imagine spheres described having all the points of A B as 
centres, and each with radius r. These will all touch, and have 
C as enveiope the plane C 1), parallel 
to A B, and at a distance r from it. 
The disturbance will, therefore, in this 
time, have reached this plane. Let 
P be a point at a distance from A B 
less than The disturbances reach- 
ing P at the instant in rpiestion are 
Irom the centres of spheres on which 
P lies, and they thus come to P along 
paths oblique to A B. In the case of 
a uniform succession of waves, we shall 
see that the effect thus produced at P 
is very small as compared with that 
produced at a point on the wave front 
Cl). And the effect at any point is practically confined to 
the disturbances sent to it from a very small element of A B 
surrounding the foot of the perpendicular from the point to 
A B. A series of plane-waves thus travels in a direction at 
righ*^ angles to the wave-fronts. 

In the same way, with waves having wave-fronts of any form 
whatever, the direction in which the disturbances are travelling 
at any point is normal to the wave-front at that [loint. 

Reflexion of Plane Wave.— Suppose a pline wave, 
with wave- front A B, to meet the plane reflecting surface X Y. 
We must suppose the surface to act in the following way : When 
a disturbance in the ether reaches any point of it, that point 
becomes immediately a centre of disturbances which it sends 
back into the medium. This may be illustrate<l by means of 
a long chain hanging from a fixed point. A wave may be 
sent up the chain so as to leave the parts of the chain over 
which it has passed at rest. When the wave reaches the lop 
and can go no further, it is reflected, and travels down the 
chain again. 

Let the plane of the figure contain the normal to the reflect- 
ing surface and the normal to the wave-front, or tiie direction 
of the incident light. As the various points of Ac wavc- 
fruftit reach the surface, they become centres of disturbances 
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which are reflected, and by the time that B has reached 
the surface the disturbance sent out from A has reached a 
distance from A equal to B C. The reflected disturbance is in a 
j)lane which touches a series of spheres with centres from A to 
C, and having radii which fall off uniformly from A D (equal to 



T> C) to zero. Any line in the wave front parallel to the surface, 
and therefore at right angles to the plane of the figure, will all 
reach the surface at the same instant, and give rise to a set of 
spheres of disturbance always having the same magnitude, 
'rhus the reflected wave will be such that C D is its trace in 
the plane of the figure ; it will be at right angles to the plane 
of the figure, and make an angle with X Y equal to that which 
A B makes. 

It is clear that the direction A 1), in which the reflected 
wave travels, obeys both the laws of reflexion. 

Refraction of Plane Wave.— Suppose a plane wave, 
with wave-front AB, to meet the plane surface XY of a 
refracting medium. As before, suppose that the plane of the 
figure is at right angles to X Y and to A B. Suppose that the 
disturbances on entering the medium have a different velocity 
from that which they liad before. Suppose the velocities 
before and after entering the medium to be ?• and By the 
time that B has reached the surface X Y, the disturbance from . 
A has travelled a distance A D, such that AD : : v.ji 

And the entire wave-front in the medium is the plane touching 
a series of spheres having centres from A to C, and with radii 
uniformly falling off from A D to zero, and such that all those 
with centres on a line at right angles to the plane of the figure 
are equal. VVe shall then have the directions in which the 
incident and refracted waves travel in the same plane with the 
normal to the surface X Y ; and sin BAG : sin DCA = z; : 
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But BA C, DC A are the angles of incidence and refraction. 
Thus the two laws of refraction are obeyed. 



We have now a crucial test between ihc emission and the 
undulatory theory. In passing from one medium to another 
in which the velocity of light is less, according to the emission 
theory the index of refraction should be less than unity ; 
according to the undulatory theory it should be greater than 
unity. Novr, direct experiments on the velocity of light in 
various media, and on refractive indices, show that it is the 
undulatory theory that gives the correct explanation. 

Rectilinear Propagation of Light. — 'fhe emission 
theory readily accounts for the rectilinear propagation of light. 
This was one of the greatest difficulties in the way of the 
undulatory theory. But this theory can satisfactorily, although 
not easily, account for diis behaviour of light. 

Let O be a visible i)oint radiating disturbances into 



surrounding space. Let A be a point at a distance a (fom O. 
Suppose a series of periodic waves of length \ to be sent out 
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from O. Let the sphere P Q R denote a wave-front of the 
disturbances sent from O, so that at any instant every point 
of P Q R is in the same phase of disturbance. We may then 
regard all the points of this phase as acting as secondary 
origins of disturbance which are sent to the point. But 
because of the different distances of these points from A, a 
given phase of disturbance starting from these points does 
not reach A all at the same time. And the disturbance at A 
at any instant is made up of disturbances from the various 
points of P Q R, the actions of which at A, to a great extent, 
destroy each other. Suppose, for instance, that two points are 
sending to A waves of S.H.M. of the same amplitude. And 
let the two points be at distances from A differing by half a 
wave-length. 'Phe resulting disturbances at A w’ill always 
just destroy each other, or they will produce complete inter- 
ference at A. Now, the disturbances from the various points 
of P Q R wall not produce complete interference at A ; but 
they wall interfere to a great extent. The way in which the 
resultant disturbances are produced at A may be approximately 
determined by the following simple method : Let P be in a 
straight line with O and A, so that P A is normal to P Q R. 
Divide the sphere into a series of zones, P Q, Q R, etc., so 

that AQ - AP — AR - AQ = The disturbances 

from the various points of any one of these elements may be 
regarded as assisting each other’s action at A. 

At certain instants the disturbances at A ilue to the various 
points of such an element arc all in the same sense, those due 
to the bounding points just vanishing. This is the maximum 
disturbance produced at A by the zone, and if this were either 
enlarged or diminished, this maximum disturbance at A would 
be less. The first, third, fifth, etc., zones act together to 
produce disturbance at A. The others oppose the action of 
these. 

These elementary zones into which the wave-front is thus 
divided are called half period elements. 

Let us next consider the sizes of these zones. Let 
OP X ; VA ; X + y = a. Let PQ = s. To find AQ 

to the second order of small quantities. 

AQ- = AO- + OQ" - 2 AO • 0() cos AOQ 

• « 
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=y-+ 


tis- 

X 


AQ = V + 

' 2XV 


AQ-AP=^. 


{7S^ _ 
2Xy 2 



Sf> PR“ = 


2xyX 

ii 


And so on. 

'rhus the areas of the first few elementary zones, considered 
as lying in one plane, are ttPQ'-, 7 r(PR- — PQ")» ‘^*^d so on; 

, . , . , TTXVX 

that IS, each is equal to ' 


The zones are thus, for some distance round P, of about 
equal area. But, on account of their increasing distances 
from A, and on account of the increasing obliciuity of their 
surfaces to the lines drawn from them to A, the disturbances 
which they send to A gradually fall off, starting from the first 
at P. liCt the maximum disturbances prodiicetl by the zones 
at A be ;//j, Wo, . . . Then the resultant disturbance at 
A is — 


;//, — Wg + ;//« — . . . 


Wg,OT?st suppose that these terms rapidly diminish. Thus 
the effect produced at A is due to a small portion only of the 
wave front round P. A screen jilaced anywhere in the region, 
but so as not to come between O and A, or very near to the 
line O A, will produce no effect at A. Thus the light from O 
which reaches A may be said to travel in a straighf^dine to A. 

If light of a definite (juality, that is, having a definite wave- 
length and a definite vibration' period in air, passes from one 
medium to another, since the velocity is changed there must 
be a change in the wave-length or in the vibration- period of a 
particle in the medium. Now, all the vibrations reaching the 
boundary-surface of the media in a given time are sent on 
into the second medium, and pass through any points in the 
pat’-* of the light in the second medium. Thus the vibration- 
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periods of particles in the two media must be equal. And, 
since velocity = wave-length -r period, it follows that if the 
velocity is changed in any ratio in passing from one medium 
to another, the wave-length is changed in the same ratio. 

Suppose V and r' are the velocities in air, taken as standard 
medium, and some other medium of refrangibility [u Then 

V 

fi = “»• In the time taken by a wave to traverse a length / of 
the medium /x, a length of air would be traversed equal to 

71 

/• or tfi. This is called the optical length of the path in 

the medium /i. The optical length of the path of a ray through 
several media in general means the length of path that would 
be traversed in air, taken as standard medium in the same 
time, and if /„ A, . . . are the actual lengths in the media 
/lA,, . the optical length of the path is — 

/,/£i + /2/Xj + . . 

The optical length of the path of a ray of light of given 
quality is clearly proportional to the number of wave-lengths 
in it. For the number of wave-lengths in path of length I in 
medium /a is proportional to /, and inversely proportional to 
the velocity in the medium, that is, directly proportional to /a. 
'Fhus it is proportional to //x. 


CHAPTER XII. 

INTERFERENCE OF UGIIT. 

iMAC.iNKtwo point-sources of light, A and B (Fig. 142), very near 
each other, and emitting light ot a single wave-length. A, the 
undulations of which always leave the sources in the same 
phase. Then at any point which is equidistant from A and B, 
the undulations which arrive are always in the same phase. 
And at a point, P, not equidistant from A and B, the undula- 
' tions are in phases which differ by an amount depending on 
the difference of the distances A P, B P, so long as A and B 
go on emitting undulations uniformly. If after A and B have 
emitted a series of waves there is a break, and then they emit 
another scries following directly on the first, but not regularly 
connected with it, so that the interval between the last 
vibration of the first series and the first of the second is the 
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same as tliat between two successive vibrations of one series, 
then, while the vibrations of the first series from one of the 
points and those of the second from the other point are going 

through r, it is manifest 
that the phasc-difterence 
P will not depend alone on 

AP UP, but on the nature 
A. of the break as well. If, 

0» however, AP^^UP is very 

small, and A and U emit 
what may be considered 
, long series of vibrations, 
then practically always the 
phase-difference at P depends only on AP J3P. Suppose 
P is a point on a screen parallel to the line A H, and very 

far from A and B com])ared with the distance A B. Then, 

if the phases at P of the two series of weaves arc the same, 
these waves will reinforce each other at P, and the illumina- 
tion will be greater than that due to one alone. If the phases 
are opposite, the disturbances at P at. any instant due to 
the two sets of waves will be in opposite directions, and the 
lights will tend to destroy each other. In this case, if the 
sources are of equal brightness, P being nearly ec^uidistant 
from them, there should be practically absence of illumina- 
tion at }\ 

If, then, AP BP is zero or a multiple of A, there is bright- 
ness at P, If AP ^ BP is an odd multiple of -, there is 


darkness at P. And at points between two such points there 

Q| is continuous change 
of intensity of illumi- 
nation. 

Young performed 
an experiment of 
which tlie theory has 
just been indicated. 
Sunlight was admitted 
into a darkened room 
through a slit, S, and 
fell on a screen con- 
taining two pin-holes, 
A, Is, very near to each other. Thus were produced tw^o 
sources emitting vibrations identical in phase. /It some 
distance from this was a screen, C D. On this screen was seen 
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a scries of coloured bands in the direction at right angles to 
A B. As the distance between the pin-holes was increased, the 
bands diminished in width, and finally disappeared. 

Let us next consider more exactly the positions in which 
tliese bright and dark bands, or interference fringes, will be 
formed. Suppose at first the light to be simple, or all of a 
single wave-length. 

Let it = the distance between two very near sources, A 
and B, emitting identical vibrations ; X = the wave-length of 
the vibrations ; = the distance from A or B to the screen. 

I^'rom the point O, midway between A and B, let fall O M 
perpendicular to the screen. Take a point P in plane A B M, 



at distance j' from ht, j being small compared with O M. 
Then, to calculate the value of BP — AP approximately, we 
have -- 

AP- --r OM= + (PM - OA)- 



BP-- AP-= 

Bl> - AP = = ~ very nearly, 

omitting small quantities of the second order. For since A P 
is the hypothenusc of a right-angled triangle, of which one 
side is a and the other is very small, A P differs from a by 
a small quantity of the second order. Similarly for 13 P. 

AceSrding as BP - AP is an even or odd multiple of 


»j>' 
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there will be brightness or darkness at P. Put BP — AP = 
Then we have — 

dy = an-- 

And the distance from bright to bright or from dark to 
dark is the amount by which y varies as n varies by 2 ; that 
is, it is — 

a\ 

d 

At the point M, equidistant from A and I», there is 
brightness, and at points on a line through M at right angles 
to the plane A B M. In the same way, if P is a point such 
as we have considered, satisfying the condition BP — AP = con- 
stant, points on the screen and close to P satisfying the same 
condition are practically on a straight line through P. Thus 
we have a series of bright and dark bands on the screen. 

Other instances occur in physics by which the subject of 
interference may be illustrated. Suppose, for instance, that 
two tuning-forks of the same pitch arc sounding with the same 
intensity. This denotes that they arc sending vibrations 
through the air of equal fref|uency, and, for points at equal 
distances from them, of equal amplitudes. Interference of 
the sounds emitted would then be produced if the forks be 
set at a distance apart, great as compared with the wave- 
length of their vibrations. That is, at certain points the 
vibrations would be opposed, and at others they would assist 
each other. The wave-length of a note is, however, so great — 
several feet, it may be — that the interference of sounds is more 
readily shown by another method. Let the forks be set close 
together, and be made slightly out of tune with each other, 
which may be done by loading a prong , of one a little. If 
they are now sounded, they will, at regular intervals, be 
tending to produce, at the same place, vibrations of the air- 
particles in the same and in opposite directions, as the quicker 
fork is first in pace ivith the other, then catches it up by halt 
a period, then gets into pace with it again, and so on. Thus 
the acoustical phenomenon of “ beats ” will be observed, that 
is, regularly alternating increase and diminution of the sound 
heard. 

Instead of two point-sources, A and B, two linc-sourccs 
of light may be used with advantage, if in these inny two 
poi'*ts at the ends of a straight line at right angles to the 
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line-sources are corresponding points emitting identical vibra- 
tions, For then each such pair of points will produce its 
bands on the screen, and the bands produced by all such 
pairs are merely superposed. Thus a more brilliant effect is 
produced. 

Suppose, next, that the light used is compound in quality, 
that is, having a variety of wave-lengths ; say that it is white 
light. Then the light of each simple quality will produce its 
bands, there being always a white central band at Mj but 
the distance between consecutive bright or dark banSs 
varying, being proportional to X. The effect produced on 
the screen, bcThg Tlie superposition of all these bands, is a 
mixed effect with a white central band. The other bands 
form a limited series with brightly coloured edges. This 
indicates that the lights of different wave lengths (giving bands 
of different widths) are lights of different colours. This can 
be proved more clearly as follows : Use light of a definite 
colour, by interposing a coloured glass in the way of white 
light, or by taking the light from a part of a spectrum \ and 
observe the breadth of the bands produced. On using light 
of a different colour, bands of a different breadth will be 
produced. It may be found in this way that the various 
colours of the spectrum all have their characteristic wave- 
lengths, red having the longest, and violet the shortest. From 
the formula given above, the wave-length for any given colour 
can be determined by this experiment. In the ordinary 
spectrum, as we pass up from red to violet, the wave-length 
becomes shorter and shorter. 'Fhe wave-lengths of the extreme 
visible rays in the spectrum are about 0*00076 and 0*0004 

Light of one definite w'ave-length, that is, of a definite 
spectral colour, is called monochromatic. Light which is very 
nearly, but not (luite, monochromatic may be obtained from 
a sodium flame, that ^s, the flame of a Bunsen burner in which 
is a salt of sodium. Another method is to receive a spectrum 
on a diaphragm in which is a narrow slit, so that practically 
light of a definite wave-length passes through the slit. Here 
again the light is not absolutely monochromatic, for its wave- 
length varies from one side of the slit to the other. 

We shall next consider some of the means used for obtain- 
ing interference phenomena, and the methods of examining 
them. 

Lloyd’s Mirror.— Lloyd used a narrow slit, S, and placed 
a mirrdt M so that S is parallel to it, and very close to its 
plane. Thus the light from S falls on M almost at grazing 
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incidence. A point P of the screen then receives light from 
S, and the image S' of S formed in M. S and S' act as the 
two sources, and may be brought very close together by 
suitably adjusting M. At O, where the plane of M meets 



the screen, w’C should have the central bright band if the 
sources S and S' sent out vibrations exactly in time with each 
other. But Lloyd found that a dark band is formed at O, 
all the bands being displaced by the distance between a dark 
and bright. He explained it by supposing that the phase 
of the reflected vibration is altered by one-half. 

Fresnel’s Two Mirrors. — Fresnel used two mirrors, 
0 M, O N, meeting in a line at O, and inclined to each other 
at a very obtuse angle, nearly i8o^. S is a source of light 



which produces images A and B in the mirrors, these images 
being very near to each other. Constructing A and B in the 
ordinary way, it is clear that A O and B O are each equal to 
S O. Thus the straight line from O to the middle point of 
AB is perpendicular to AB. Then if a screen is placed 
at C at right angles to this straight line, A and B will act as 
two identical sources, and produce a system of inteifcrence 
band on it, the central bright one being at C. 
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Fresnel’s Bi-prism. — This is a glass prism with two 
faces, making a very obtuse angle, nearly 180°, and the 
other two angles equal. A narrow slit is set at S parallel 
to the edges of the prism, and so that S A is at right angles 
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to B C, and is illuminated. Two images will be formed of 
S in the two halves of the prism. Let these be Si, S2. S„ S.^ 
will be very near together. For suppose each of the angles 
at B and C is a, and that the refrangibility of the glass for 
the light used is fx. Then S Si is practically at right angles 
to SA, and equal to SA(/x — i)tt. So for SSj. Thus the 
distance between Si and So is 2SA(jLt — i)a. These two 
sources. Si and Sj, will then produce interference bands on 
a screen at right angles to S A produced. 

Suppose mixed, say white, light to be used in this experi- 



ment. The images of S of the various colours will be formed 
in slightly different positions, because of the dispersive power 


192 Light. 

of the glass. The blue images will be farther apart than the 
red. Thus, both on account of the red light having a longer 
wave-length, and the red images being closer together, the red 
bands will be farther, apart than the blue. 'I'lie superposition 
of the bands of various colours, or the effect i)roduced by 
white light, will thus show more colouring in this case than 
with the two mirrors or with the single mirror. 

The following methods have also been used for obtaining 
interference bands : — 

Two glass plates (Fig. 148), K L (called In-flates), cut from 
the same piece, are inclined at a very obtuse angle, i’hey form 
two virtual images, A and 1 >, of a source S. By means of a 
convex lens, real images, C and D, arc formed of these, and 
C and D will produce interference bands on a screen suitably 
placed. 

A convex lens is cut into halves ; and the two parts form 
two images, A and B, of a source S. A and B are then used 



to produce interference bands. By bringing the two parts of 
the lens closer together, we can make A and B as near together 
as we like, and thus broaden the bands. 

In all these expenments we have spoken of the means 
used as lyoducing two identical sources of light, that is, two 
sources sending out, point for point, identical vibrations. We 
may, however, consider that tlie end to be attained is to lead 
the light from a source to a screen, so that that which reaches 
any point of the screen from any point of the source may 
reach it by two different paths. There must be, as a rule, a 
small difference in the lengths (or optical lengths) of the paths 
traversed, varying continuously from one point of the screen 
to another. This is what is done in the experiments mentioned. 

The Optical Bench or Bank. — The optical bench 
used for experiments in interference of light and other experi- 
ments in physical optics is generally of more solid construction 
than that used for measurements in geometrical optics, such 
as focal lengths of lenses and mirrors. This is necessary 
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because, in the experiments that wc have now to deal with, it 
is required to make measurements of very small quantities 
across the run of the bench ; and want of rigidity in the bed, 
or of stability in the standards carrying the measuring 
apparatus, etc., would be fatal to such measurements. The 
bed of the bench is made of metal, about a metre in length, 
and is of sufficiently heavy construction to «nfford the necessary 
stability. The uprights or standards for carrying various 
pieces should also be solidly made, and capable of being 
moved along the bed without any side motion, and of being 
clamped in any desired position. A scale on the bench 
indicates the relative positions of the standards. An optical 
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bench designed for measurement in physical optics is shown 
in the accompanying illustration. 

The Micrometer Eye-piece, used wdth the bench for 
making observations on interference bands, etc., is an eye-piece, 
E, with a fine vertical cross-wire in its focus. It is capable of 
being moved in a frame in a direction at right angles to its 
optic axis, by means of a well-cut screw of known pitch ; 
generally ^ mm. pitch. There is a scale on the frame to 
measure the distance through which the eye-piece has been 
moved, and a divided head or drum, 1), attached to the 
screw, measures the fraction of the traverse due to a whole 
turn. Thus with a ^ mm. pitch the scale would be divided to 
i mms., and if the drum were divided into fiftieths, the position 
of the <?^e-piece may be estimated to -rj ^ mm. The arrange- 
ment is mounted on a standard on the bench so that the optic 
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axis of the eye-piece is parallel to the bench, and the scale 
along which it can be moved is horizontal and at right angles 
to the bench. 

Interference bands produced by any method may be 
readily measured by means of the micrometer eye-piece. To 
measure the bands, for instance, produced by FresneFs 



Fig 151. 


bi-prism, three standards are set on the bench, one at one 
end to carry a vertical slit, another to carry the bi-prism, and 
a third at the other end to carry the eye-piece. Before the 
slit IS placed some source of light. 

Suppose, for example, we wish to observe the interference 
bands produced by sodium light, and to measure the wave- 
length of the light. A Bunsen burner with a sodium salt in 
the flame would be used before the slit, and the bench set up 
as described. To get good bands the slit must not be too 
wide, but wide enough to admit a fair quantity of light (the 
best width would be found by trial), and it must be parallel 
to the edges of the bi-prism. This may be got by adjusting 
the bi-prism while looking through the eye-piece till the bands 
arc at their best. To measure the bands the run of the eye- 
piece should be at right angles to them ; that is, it must be 
observed that the micrometer wire, which should be set on at 
right angles to the run of the eye-piece, coincidjes with the 
direction of the bands ; if it does not, slit and bi-prism must 
be readjusted. 

When two images of the slit are formed by any of the 
arrangements that have been described, a complete knowledge 
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of the apparatus used would enable us to find the position, 
along the bench, of the images, and their distance apart. 
The distance apart of the images is, however, a very small 
quantity, and depends, in general, on some quantity that 
it is not easy to measure with accuracy. Thus, in the case 
of the bi-prism, the obtuse angle would be required, and we 
cannot be sure that the faces are quite plane, so that the 
angle between them, far away from the obtuse edge, is the 
same as the angle quite close to this edge, which is the actual 
angle used. In the case of Fresnel’s mirrors, the angle 
between the mirrors would be required. 

In any case, it is best to determine the distance between 
the pair of sources independently as follows : Place a convex 
lens between the eye-piece and the apparatus forming the 
images of the slit. Using these images as our object, place 
the lens, it being of short enough focal length, in such a 
position as to form an image of them in the eye-piece, and 
with the eye-piece measure the distance between the two 
parts of this image. There will be another position of the 
lens, nothing else being moved, which will give images in the 
eye-piece; and the distance between these is measured. The 
distance between the two sources is the geometric mean 
between the distances in the two images. 

Displacement of the Band8.~Supposc two identical 
sources, A and B, to be forming a system of interference bands 
on a screen X X. Now, 
let a plate of glass be 
placed in the way of the 
light from A. The bands a 
will not now be formed 
in the same positions 
as before. The central 
white band was at first 
equidistant from A and ** 

B. It is now formed in 

such a position that its optical distances from A and B are 
equal, for lights of all sorts, supposing the plate to produce 
no dispersion. Let e be the thickness of plate, its refrangi- 
bility, supposed to be practically the same for all light Then, 
since optical distances of A P, B P are equal, we have — 

AV -e + fu:^ BP. 

^ (fi - t)e = BP - AP. 

This is on the supposition that the dispersion produced 
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by the plate is negligible, so that /i is approximately the same 
for lights of all wave-lengths, and if P has equal optical 
distances from A and 13 for light of one colour, it will also 
for light of any other colour ; and the various colours will be 
superposed at P, giving a white central band. But if the 
dispersion is considerable, and the thickness e great, it is 
clear that this will not be the case. In this case there is the 
same number of wave-lengths in A P and B P for light of one 
colour; there will not be the same for light of a different 
colour, and the central bands for lights of various colours will 
not be superposed. 

The plate is said to produce a retardation in the ray A P ; 
for the velocity is diminished by it, and a given number of 
wave-lengths in the ray wliich passes through it corresponds 
to a shorter distance than in that which does not. 

This displacement of the central band can only be observed 
in mixed light. In homogeneous light all the bands are alike, 
both before and after introduction of the retarding medium, 
•and there is nothing to show which is the one corresponding 
to equal optical distances from the two sources. 

I'he displacement may be used to measure the mean 
refrangibility of the plate. For suppose the displaced central 
band takes the place that was occupied by the ;/th bright 
band ; then — 

BP - AP = ;/A. 

Thus (fi — i)<’ = «A. 

The number of bands, with light of a given colour, by 
which the central band is displaced, could be found by using 
both white (or any mixed) light and the given light. By 
using white light we can measure the distance — with the 
micrometer eye-piece, say — by which the central band is dis- 
placed, supposing, as already pointed out, that the dispersion 
in the plate is negligible. Next, throwing the bands for the 
given light on the screen, we can find what number of bands 
occupies this distance. 'Phen, since the central bands for 
white light and for the given light are displaced through equal 
distances, the number of bands of the given light correspond- . 
ing to this distance is the number by which the central band 
has been displaced. 

With white light only a very limited number of bands can 
be observed. There is a central white band, and, as we pass 
away to either side, a few bands with coloured edges are 
observed, and soon we get nearly uniform white light For 
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at any point of the field, although there may be interference 
for light of some definite colour or colours, that is, of definite 
wave-lengths, yet there will be illumination received from light 
of all other colours. 

If light is used which is nearly homogeneous, such, for 
instance, as would be got from a slit placed in a spectrum, a 
greater number of bands will be observed. But here again 
the light is composed of lights having a variety of wave-lengths. 
The field really consists of the superposition of a number of 
systems of bands belonging to each particular wave-length 
of the light used, the quality of the light varying from one 
edge of the slit to the other, however narrow it may be. For 
a considerable distance on each side of the central band, the 
dark bands, as also the bright bands, for all the wave-lengths 
coincide approximately; and thus we get a clearly marked 
system of bands. But, the bands for the longer wave-lengths 
being the broader, passing away from the centre we come in 
time to a part where the diirk bands for some wave-lengths 
coincide with the bright for other, and we get uniform illumi; 
nation, the bands fading out In order to get a large number 
of bands, it is clear that light which is very nearly homogeneous 
must be used. 

But there is another circumstance that may set a limit to 
the number of interference bands, even if quite homogeneous 
light were used. Suppose that the type of the vibrations of 
the points in the sources gradually changes, that is, the straight 
lines or the curves in which the ether-particles vibrate change. 
Then, if we take a point in the field such that the difference 
of its distances from the sources is so great that during the 
time light takes to travel a length equal to this difference the 
type of the vibration changes considerably, the lights on reach- 
ing this point are not in a condition to interfere, and we should 
in time get a field of uniform illumination. 

Experiments have been made with a view to determining 
whether a limit can be set to the number of vibrations per- 
formed by an ether-partide before the type has changed. 
This would be the same as the number of interference bands, 
formed by homogeneous light, counting from the central one, 
before the field begins to be uniformly illuminated. 

Fizeau and Foucault used Fresnel’s two mirrors to produce 
bands. They placed a slit at the central white band, and 
analyzed the light passing through by means of a spectroscope*- 
By coniljihuously moving one of the mirrors parallel to itself, 
the system of bands passed over the slit, so that the light of 
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any part of the system could be examined. When the slit is 
at the position of the central band, the spectrum is continuous. 
As it moves away, it first comes to the place where the violet 
light first interferes, and a dark band appears in the violet end 
of the spectrum and passes down to the red, to be followed by 
others. Then two or more bands appear together in the 
s|}ectrum, and they follow each other more and more quickly 
as the slit is moved further away from the centre. For when 
the slit is at a point, the difference of whose distances from 
the sources is an odd multiple of any half wave-length, the 
light of that wave-length will interfere at that point ; and as 
we get farther away from the centre and the above difference 
increases, it becomes an odd multiple of more and more half 
wave-lengths. 

Without counting all the dark bands, the number that has 
come into the spectrum may be determined. Suppose that 
in some position of the slit in the system two bands are 
observed in the spectrum, in places corresponding to known 
wave-lengths X, X'. Suppose these two to be the nth and //'th, 
n and n* being unknown. Now, suppose there are N bands, 
counting from one of these to the other, so that N = — n. 

And let x be the unknown difference of the distances of the 
slit from the two sources. Then x k an uneven multiple of 

- and of - . Thus we have — 

2 2 

X = (2» - 0^ ; -X = (2«' - i)^- 

N = «' - // 

From these — 



_ NX'X 
"■ X - X'* 


By this method it has been found that interferences are 
produced with a difference of path equal to 40,000 wave- 
lengths of violet light. 

By using sodium light it is said that as many as 200,000 
bands have been observed. 

Interference Befractometer is the name given to an 
apparatus by means of which indices of refraction may be 
measured by finding the displacement produced in inteiference 
bands, according to the principle just described. The chief 
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object to be attained in such an apparatus is to have two 
interfering beams of light coming from identical sources, or 
originally from the same source, these beams being consider- 
ably separated from each other throughout a portion of their 
paths, so that a retarding medium may be interposed in the 
way of one without affecting the other. 

In M. Jamin’s apparatus two thick glass plates P B, C D, 
of as nearly as possible equal thickness, and silvered at the 
back, are carried in vertical positions on supports resting 



Fig. 153. 


in ihc same groove. The plates arc parallel to each other and 
inclined at 45^' to the groove. F B is fixed, and, by means of 
the screw O, C D can be set accurately vertical, and by means 
of Q it can be turned about a vertical axis. 

Now, suppose the plates to be in exact adjustment, and 
imagine a narrow pencil of light falling on the first. This will 
be partly reflected from the front and partly from the back 
surface, and these parts, after reflexion from the back and front 
surfaces respectively of the second plate, will have traversed 
equal optical paths, and thus emerge in the same phase. Now, 
suppose that by the screw 0 the plate C D is set slightly out 
of adjustment, so that the plates now have their surfaces 
intersecting in horizontal lines. The emergent rays will, as a 
rule, have traversed different optical distances, and will for 
some differences be in complete discordance, producing inter- 
ference. Suppose, then, that F B is illuminated by light from 
a large source, as from the sky. Then if the eye looks at 
C D, rays will be received in all directions coming from C D, 
and in certain of these directions there will be interference 
and in* others reinforcement. A series of horizontal inter- 
ference bands will then be seen. And by adjusting the screw 
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O so as to set C 1 ) more or less parallel to P B, tnesc bands 
will be made wider or narrower. By movin^f the screw Q 
so as to turn C D about the vertical, the central band will be 
displaced, and the entire system of bands shifted up or down. 
In the same way, if one of the rays between the two plates is 
retarded relatively to the other, the same effect is produced. 

In order to measure the retardation produced in the ray 
in the paths of which a retarding medium is placed, an 
apparatus called a compensator may be employed. Such an 
apparatus is used to produce relative retardation of the rays 
of the opposite sense and of the same amount as that produced 
by the medium used, so that the displaced bands are brought 
back to the old positions; and then the adjustment of the 
compensator gives the retardation produced. 

One form of compensator consists of two plates of glass 
through which the two rays pass normally. If these plates are 
of the same thickness, they introduce no relative retardation. 
One of these two plates is made of two wedges slightly 
tapering in opposite directions, so that, by sliding one over the 
other, a plate of any desired thickness may be obtained, and 
thus the required relative retardation produced. 

Jamin’s compensator, which is represented as being used 
with his refractonieter, consists of two glass plates fixed to a 
common axis in the manner shown in Fig. 153, and with a 
small angle between them. This arrangement is set so that 
the two rays pass through the two plates. The retardation 
produced by a plate will increase wdth the obliquity at which 
it is met by the ray. It is found that when this compensator 
is turned about its axis, the disjilaccment it produces in the 
bands is almost proportional to the angle by which it is turned. 
By altering the angle between the plates, the sensitiveness of 
the compensator can be altered. 

The relative retardation produced by a compensator set 
in any manner could be calculated from a knowledge of the 
dimensions and refractive index of its parts. But it is better 
to graduate it by experiment, observing the displacements 
produced in the bands for various settings of the compensator. 

By means of this apparatus, Jamin has compared the 
refractive indices of various gases with that of air, and those 
of dry and of moist air. 

Example. 

Fresnel’s fringes are produced with homogeneous light of waie-length 
6 X to “ * cms. A thin film of gloss (refractive index i *5) is introduced 



Diffraction. 20i 

into the path of one of the inlcrferinf; rays, upon which the central bright 
band shifts to tlie position previously occupied by the fifth bright band 
from the centre (not counting the central band itselO> The ray traverses 
ilie fdm perpendicularly. What is the thickness of the glass film? 
(Science and Art Hons., 1894.) 


CHAPTER XIII. 

J^lFFRACriOX, 

'I’liK fact that light travels in straight lines was the great 
difliculty in the way of the wave theory. Sound, which was 
known to consist of weaves in the air, is not cut off by an 
obstacle in the line between the source and the observer, but 
makes its way round the edges of the obstacle. Why, then, 
it was argued by Newton and other supporters of the emis- 
sion theory, does not light behave in a similar way? The 
answer to this is twofold. In the first place, sound does 
behave in the manner which at first sight appears to be 
peculiar to light ; that is, it may be cut off by an obstacle, 
but the obstacle must be of very large dimensions. A moun- 
tain range will almost entirely prevent a sound from being 
heard at a comparatively short distance from the source, on 
the other side of the range, the sound being distinctly heard 
at a much greater distance at points in an unobstructed line 
with the source. And, next, by special arrangements, it can 
be shown that light behaves like sound \ that is, it does, to 
some very sniall extent, get round the edges of obstacles; 
and a source will illuminate points on a screen so situated 
that the straight lines joining them to the source are cut by 
the obstacle. The difference between the two cases is one 
not of kind, but of degree. The cause of the difference is to 
be found in the enormous difference in the wave-lengths of 
the undulations, the sound-waves being frequently several 
feet in length, and the mean lengths for light being about 
fluW It will be remembered that in explaining rectili- 

near propagation Of light, the extreme minuteness of the wave- 
length was found to be necessary. 

We. have now to deal with a class of optical phenomena 
which depend on the property possessed by light of deviating 
from the rectilinear path at the edge of the obstacle. These 
are calftd diffractidn phenomena. 

In discussing diffraction effects it will be convenient to 
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speak of the gco^netrical shadow of an obstacle. This means 
the shadow that would be formed if the paths of the rays were 
always truly rectilinear, and the boundary of which would be 
formed by drawing straight lines from the source to touch the 
edge of the obstacle. 

As the first of these phenomena, we shall consider the 
following: Imagine monochromatic light to proceed from 


S 


Fig. is4» 

a very narrow slit denoted at S, and to encounter an obstacle, 
A B, with a straight edge at A, placed parallel to the slit ; 
a screen, XX, being placed at some distance further on, or else 
the light on passing by the edge being received in an eye- 
piece. It is found that, instead of having a shadow of A B 
with a definite boundary-line between the obscure and illumi- 
nated parts of the screen, there is formed a series of dark lines 
near the edge of the shadow, which get closer and narrower as 
we pass av/ay from the edge, and gradually fade away into 
uniform illuminatiork 

rhese dark lines were observed by Young, and he 
attempted to explain them by supposing that they were due 
to the interference of the waves coming direct from the 
source with those which are reflected from the edge of the 
obstacle. Fresnel showed that this was not the true explana- 
tion, for he found that the lines arc formed in just the same 
position whether the edge is sharp or rounded. And it is to 
Fresnel that we owe the true theory of diffraction phenomena. 
The basis of the theory is this : Suppose that each little 
element of any wave-front of light proceeding from a given 
source acts, wlien the vibration has reached it, as a source of 
vibration, thus sending out secondary waves into space. If, 
when the wave-front has reached a given surface, it finds there 
an obstacle, certain of these Sj^ondary sources are destroyed ; 
and th(^ diffraction effects are produced by mutual intefTerence 
of the light from the other sources. 
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Let us consider how the bands produced by an edge may 
be explained by this theory. 

'fake a point, P, on the geometrical shadow of the obstacle. 
The wave-front through A of the vibrations from S gives, as 
traced on the paper, the circle A C. We must suppose that all 



the points on this wave-front become, when the vibrations 
from S reach them, centres of vibrations, which they send on 
to the screen. Now, it is only a small portion of the wave- 
front, close round Q, that produces any effect at P. Thus, 
unless the line S P falls very near to A, the illumination at P 
will be the same as if the obstacle were removed. If, however, 
Q lies very near to A, the screen cuts off some portion of the 
wave-front that would produce an effect at P. 

The various i)oints along QA are in the same phase of 
vibration at any instant, and they send these vibrations to P 
in times depending on their distances from P. Thus the dis- 
placement at P at any instant is the resultant of an indefinite 
number of infinitesimal displacements of different phases ; and 
to give an exact account of the phenomenon, it must be con- 
sidered in this way. However, this and other cases in diffrac- 
tion may be more simply, although less exactly, explained by 
the following method : — 

Along the arc Q A take points R„ Rg, etc., so that — 

PR, - PQ = PRj - PRi = . . . = 

Then we may regard each one of the elements Q Ri, Ri R.* 
etc., as approximately consisting of points equidistant from P ; 
and the difference of the distances from P of two consecutive 

elemenki is Thus two consecutive elements send vibrations 
2 

to P which are just in opposite phases; and the eleqientsi 
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tend to destroy each other’s effect at P in pairs. These parts 
into which the wave-front is thus cut off arc called half-period 
elements with respect to P, the vibrations they send to P 
reaching it at times differing by half a period. If there is 
one half-period element in QA, P is brighter than if just in 
the continuation of S A. If there are two, the second nearly 
destroys the effect of the first, and P is a point of maximum 
darkness. If there are three, P becomes a bright point again ; 
and so on. Thus the condition for maximum brightness 
at P is— 

AP - QP = (2// + 1)'. 

And the condition for minimum brightness is — 

AP - QP = 2« • 

As the screen is moved about, the points in w^hich any 
given bright or dark band meets it, in a given plane at right 
angles to the slit, lie on a hyperbola. For, considering a dark 
band— 

AP - QP = n\. 

Thus SP - AP - SA - n\. 

That is, P lies on a hyperbola with S and A as foci. 

If P is within the geometrical shadow, divide up the arc 
A Q into half-period elements, starting from A. If P is near 
to M, the boundary of the geometrical shadow, the first 
element has a much greater effect at P than any other, for it 
is much larger than any other, besides being less oblique to 
A P. As P moves farther into the geometrical shadow, the 
effects at P of the elements become more and more nearly 
equal, so that they more and more nearly cut each other out 
in pairs. Thus the brightness falls off uniformly from the 
edge of the geometrical shadow, passing inwards, without any 
alternations. 

As in the case of interference, to obtain bands it is clear 
that we must have a source of very small dimensions, such as 
a small aperture or a narrow slit parallel to the edge A ; for 
if the dimensions of the source are considerable, the various 
points of it will give rise to separate systems of fringes, which 
will be so superposed as to obliterate each other. 

To calculate the positions of the bands outside t!he geo- 
metrical shadow of the edge, put SA = a, AM = h; and 
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suppose the wave-length of the light used is X. Then we 


SP - AP = SA - i 
2 

where in is odd or evcJi for a bright or a dark band re- 
spectively. 

I^et .V denote the distance, P M, of the corresponding band 
from M. Then— 


And — 


AP2 = ^*4-Ar; 

= f' + approximately. 


SP = r7-l-/i-t- 


approximately; 


A (;)P = A + - 


X‘‘ 


2 {a -t /•/ 


Thus since AP — QP = — 

2 


.V- 

2/f 


2(a -f- /^) 




For bright bands — 

= \/ 4“ i)^ 

For dark bands — 



If, instead of using monochromatic light, white light is 
used, we shall get systems of bands arising from the light of 
each colour ; and these will be superposed. The breadths of 
the bands will increase wnth the wave-length. Thus, in the 
resulting effect, we shall see a few bands and coloured edges. 
The first bright band for red light being wider than for any 
other colour, the edge of the resulting band turned away from 
the shadow will appear red. Passing across the first dark 
band, come to illumimition by the violet light first Thus 
the edge of the next bright band turned towards the shadow 
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will be coloured blue. The same applies to the other bands. 
The colouring of the bright bands will thus be red away from 
the shadow, and blue towards the shadow. Only a few bands 
will be seen. They very soon fade away into nearly uniform 
illumination. 

The diffraction bands produced by an edge may be con- 
veniently observed by means of the optical bench. To verify 
the laws of them, the following arrangement is suitable : A 



narrow slit, S, at one end of the bench is illuminated by means 
of monochromatic light. At A B is an aperture with edges 
parallel to S, and pretty broad, so that one edge may not inter- 
fere with the bands formed by the other. Suppose M N is the 
focal plane of the eye-piece. Then, by knowing A B, and the 
distances of S from AB and from MN, we can determine 
the breadth of the geometrical image of AB. To find the 
distance of any band from the geometrical shadow of the 
corresponding edge, calculate the distance between the two 
geometrical shadows and observe the distance between two 
corresponding bands. Half the difference between these 
two quantities is the distance from a band to the shadow of 
the edge. In this way the positions of all the bands that can 
be observed may be determined with reference to the edge. 

Suppose monochromatic light from a narrow slit, S (Fig. 157), 
passes through a narrow aperture, A B, with edges parallel to 
the slit, and falls on a screen, X X, parallel to the plane of the 
aperture. Let S M, perpendicular to aperture and screen, pass 
midway between A and B. To determine the effect at a point P, 
outside the geometrical image of the aperture, divide the wave- 
front at A B into half-period elements with respect to P. P 
will be at the centre of a bright or a dark band, according as 
the number of half-period elements is odd or even ; that is, 

according as PB - PA is an odd or an even multiple 
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Now, suppose the breadth AB of the aperture to be 
and let its distance from the screen be a. Let MP = x. And 



suppose P is the centre of a dark band, so that PB — PA = 
Then, just asdn the case of interference, we have — 

nXa 

X- 

This indicates a scries of dark bands equally spaced out from 
each other. The bright bands between these are given by^ 

{in - 4 - \)\a 
2h ' 

These bands are very easily produced without special 
apparatus. They may be seen by looking edgewise at a gas- 
flame several feet off through a narrow slit in a piece of paper. 
Several coloured images will be seen to right and left of the 
flame; and, as the slit is narrowed, they broaden out and 
separate from each other. 

They may also be produced on the optical bench by using 
a slit as source, and having between it and the eye-piece 
another slit that can be made very narrow. This slit must 
now be made much narrower than for the experiment already 
described, in which each of its edges formed bands separately. 
As the slit is narrowed up, we pass from that case to the 
present one. The difference in the appearance of the bands 
in the two cases is very marked. ^ In the first, all the bands 
are spaced out in a fleld of uniform illumination, and the 
distances between them are unequal. In the second, the 
narrow space just opposite to the slit is by far the brightest ; 
the rest of the field is much darker than in the other case, 
and the Jpands are equidistant. 

Suppose, instead of a screen with an aperture, we have 
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a small obstacle AB, such as a wire, with sides parallel to 
the slit. 

Outside the geometrical shadow, on each side will be 
observed a system of didraction bauds, the same as those 



Ff«. 158. 


produced by a straight edge. That on the side of A, at such 
points as P, is produced by the light that passes by the edge 
A, acting independently of the edge B j B P being too oblique 
to the wave-front BL for this to produce any appreciable 
effect at P as compared with the effect produced by A K. 

Inside the geometrical shadow another system of bands 
will be observed. These, unlike the others, are at equal 
distances apart. A point, Q, receives light from both wave- 
fronts AK and BI., the effective portion of either being 
practically limited to a few half-period elements at thp edge. 
The action at Q will then be the same as that of two identical 
sources at A and B. In fact, we may suppose Q to be 
receiving light along two paths, S A Q, S B Q. There will then 
be interference bands formed within the shadow ; bright bands 
being given by — 

QB - QA = tiK, 

and dark bands by — 

QB - QA = (2« + i)^. 

If b is the breadth of the obstacle, and a its distance from 
the screen, the distance between two consecutive bands, either 

bright or dark, will be 

The bands produced in this case, both within and^ithout 
the geometrical shadow, are easily observed on the optical 
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bench. The breadth of the shadow may be calculated as in 
the case of an aperture, and the distances of the bands from 
its edges determined as for that case. To observe the bands 
inside the shadow well, a very strong light is necessary. 

We shall now investigate, in a more exact manner, the 
effect ]3roduced by a narrow aperture with sides parallel to the 



slit through which the light comes. The plane of the paper is 
at right angles to slit, aperture, and screen. Let A B be the 
aperture ; S, the slit ; P, any point on the screen. 

Suppose S and the screen both so far from the aperture 
that we may suppose S A and S B parallel, and also P A and 
P B. Suppose the lines S A, S B make an angle, i, with the 
normal to the plane of the aperture ; and the lines P A, P B 
an angle, 0, with the same normal. Let AB = dy lei the 
distance SAP = /. From A draw A M, A N perpendicular to 
SB, B P. Then MB = d sin i\ BN = d sin ft 

SBP = / + <^(sin / + sin 0). 

Similarly, if Q is any point in AB such that AQ = y — 

SQP = / +>'(sin i + sin 0). 

To find the full effect at P, we must divide A B up into 
infinitesimal strips, such that the disturbances from S, reaching 
P through the various points of one of them, may reach P in 
the same phase. 

Suppose S to be emitting disturbances of period T, wave- 
length X, and amplitude a. The disturbance which reaches P 
in the time t by the path S Q P is proportional to- 
ft C / / + j'Csin / -I- sin ff)) 
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Divide up d into a large number, //, of equal strips, so that 
we may suppose the length of path in the plane of the paper, 
from S to P through any point in one of them, to be the same. 

Then the displacement at P, which has been propagated 
through the rth strip from A, is equal to— 

- . ! / / rd. . . . ^,[d 

ism 2^^;^.-^-^(sm^ + smO)l-, 

where h depends on the light emilted by S, and on the distances 
of S and screen from aperture. 

The entire displacement is got by adding such quantities as 
this for all values of r from i to and making ;/ indefinitely 
great. 

Now, by a proposition in trigonometry — 

sin a + sin (tt + /?) + . . , -f sin (a + — i/3) 

sm (a 4- ~ p) sin — 

' 2 ' 2 


sin 




In the sum we require we have, instead of a, 2 ;r ( ^ » 


and, instead of /3, — 27r— (sin / + sin ^), 


1 


The required sum is thus — 

W I d . . . , ( • I led t m , . 

~ * ^^^(sm i + sm B) sin j ^ (sin / + sin ^ 

. [ird. . . , . . ;/■ 

sm 7 (bin t + sm 0) : 
i HK" ' I 


, . U / 

^’sm 27 r;,„ — - 
1 1 A 


d. 


This becomes in the limit — 

I • f ^ ^ ^ • I • /j\ • -1 • y V 1 

^*sin j ^ - 2A ^ I ' i A ^ '' 

’^^in i + sin B) 

We see from this expression tliat the resulting displacement 
at P is in the same phase as that which would be received by 
way of the centre of the aperture, and the amplitude of the 

displacement will depend on the value of where <1^ is 
written for (sin / + sin 6) • 


4 
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sin- 0 


The intensity of illumination at P is proportional to 


, y We must then consider the changes in the value of 


this expression. The intensity is zero when sin = o, that 
is, sin = mir ; or sin i + sin 0 = -r-* In this, m has any 


integral value except o. 


When m = o, ~ 


has its greatest 


value, and is i. 

The intensity is a maximum, by elementary diiferential 
calculus, Avhen tan The corresponding values of 0 

have been calculated by Schwerd, and arc given as follows 


= o 

</»i 

^ = I ‘4303 

TT 

” = 2*4590 


^ = 3-4709 
^ = 4-4774 


The values of </», after </»o, are nearly the successive odd 


multiples of and become more and more nearly equal to 


them. The sine of any is thus nearly i ; and the intensities 
are approximately proportional to the quantities — 



Thus the first maximum, for sin / + sin ^ = o, just opposite 
to the slit, is by far the greatest, and the others rapidly fall off. 

Suppose, next, that instead of one, we have two slits with 
parallel edges, each of breadth d, and with an opaque interval 
of breadth if between them ; the source, slits, and screen being 
still so situated that we may suppose rays from a point of the 
source to all points in the slits lying in a plane at right angles 
to them to be parallel, ahd rays from these points to a point 
on the screen to be parallel. 

Thus AB, CD are the apertures, AB = CD = d; and 
BC = ^. 

Then, as above, SCP = l+(d+ b) (sin i + sin 6). And 
the resulting disturbance at P from C D is — 


^•sin27r 


t / 

t"a" 

“¥ — 


j^(sini+sinfl)| • sin ! ^(sin/+sinfl) 


^^(sin / + sin 0) 
A 


d. 
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The entire disturbance at P is got by adding the disturbances 
for A B and C D ; and is, putting ^ for (sin i + sin G) • — 

n A 2A ' 'J A 


io 

|C 


p 


Fic. i6o. 

Thus the disturbance at P has the same phase as if all the 
waves came by the path S O P, where O is the middle point 

of BC; for SOP = (sin i +sin $). And the 

intensity is proportional to the square of — 

cos — - ^ 

A if} 

There will then be other points of zero illumination, 
given by — 

ttU + //)(sin i -f sin 0) 
cos = o, 

or— 

(d + ^)(sin / + sin $) = ( 2 /// + i)^. 

Thus there is, superposed on the dark bands given by 
sin = o, a system of dark bands depending on the distance 
apart, d + of the slits. It is easy to see how these bands are 
formed: it is by the interference of the lights coming through 
the two slits. For if K, L are two corresponding points in 
AB, C D; so that AK = CL; then KL ^ d + and with 
the condition just stated between 0, /, etc., the paths SLP, 
S K P differ by an odd number of half wave-lengthi; and so 
for paths through any two corresponding points of A B, C D. 
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Grating, — We have next to consider the eflfect at P when 
there is a large number of apertures, equal in width and at 
equal distances, on which the light from the slit falls. This 
is the case of the optical grating. As before, let the breadth 
of each aperture be and that of the opaque space between 
two, b. If we take the sum of the displacements due to p such 
apertures, we shall see that the resulting disturbance at P is 
in the same phase as that which comes by way of the middle 
point of the grating. The resulting displacement will further 
contain the factor — 

sin /^)(sin i -j- si n B) 

X. 

. v(d + M(sin i + sin 0) 

A 

This factor is a maximum, for variations of when 
Tr(d + ^)(sin i + sin 6). , . , 

- IS a multiple of tt ; = « 7 r, say. Then the 

value of the factor is p. Thus by putting (d + ^)(sin / + sin 0) 
= nk, we find points of maximum intensity on the screen. 

Further, the illumination at these points is very much 
greater than anywhere else. For suppose 0 to increase very 
slightly from the value giving a maximum of illumination. 

^ v(d + ^/)(sin i + sin 0) , . rr.i 1 

Suppose — ^ \ ' ~ ' to become //tt + x. Then the 

above factor is, numerically, — 

sin px 
sin X ’ 

And p being very large, the angle px is considerable ; so 
that the value of the fraction is much less than its maximum 
value, even for small values of x. Thus the slit will give, as 
a rule, definite lines of great brightness on the screen. 

This important case we shall also consider independently, 
and by means of a less mathematical treatment. 

Let A A', B B', etc., be the successive apertures of the 
grating. The rays through corresponding points of the 
apertures will reinforce each other, if the lengths of the paths 
through these points increase or diminish, as we pass from 
one to the next, by k or any multiple of A. hrom B, C, etc., 
draw B K, C L, . . . and B M, C N, . . . perpendicular to 
the two parts of the ray through A. Then the rays shown m 
the figure will reinforce each other if KAM = A, LAN = 2 A, 
etc . } or, generally if KAM = nk, LAN = 2 «A, etc. In 
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this case the rays through any corresponding points of the 
apertures, and parallel to those drawn, will also reinforce each 
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Other in the given direction. Thus if a single pair of aper- 
tures will proiTuce illumination at a given point of the screen, 
a grating will produce much more. 

In the figure i_ KBA = i; L ABM = ft 

Thus K AM = {if + i -f sin 6 ) ; 

LAN = 2 {d ^)(sin + / + sin 6) ; and so on. 
Thus— if KAM ;/A, 

fi\ - {d + ^)(sin i + sin 0). 

Or, if there arc N lines to the grating per unit of length, 

4- // = therefore — 

sin / + sin S = N;/\, 

where n is a whole number. 

If light is incident normally on the grating, we have — 

sin 0 = N//A. 

It may liappen that for a certain value of 9 given by the 
above formula, the width of an aperture is such tliat it produces 
no illumination in that direction, 'fhis will be the ofise if the 
r^ys from the various points of the aperture cut each other 
out in pairs, that is, as we have seen already, if d (sin i -|- sin 0) 
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is a multiple of A ; say = ;//A. ^ If the apertures are all of the 
breadth d satisfying this condition — 

^(sin / + sin ff) = m\ 
and for the same value of d we have— 

(// + /;)(sin i + sin ff) = ;/A, 

then the //th bright line will be absent 

It is easy to see how distinct images of the slit are formed 
in definite positions, without any gradual fading away of the 
intensity on either side. For suppose we have a ]Joint of 
maximum intensity for a certain value of 6 determined as 
above. Then the disturbances reaching this from the various 
apertures are all in the same phase. Now, suppose we take 
another point on one side but quite close to this. The 
disturbances reaching this point through two consecutive 
apertures are not quite in agreement. And if we choose two 
apertures, the difference of whose distances from the point is 

-* the disturbances reaching the point through them are in 
2 

complete disagreement, and neutralize each other. Call these 
two apertures the first and the {r+ i)th. Then, in the same 
way, the second and the {r + 2)th wiW neutralize each other's 
effect at the point, and so on. The point will only receive 
illumination from the apertures that are left over after picking 
out those that neutralize each other. If, then, there is a 
very large number of apertures, they will mostly destroy each 
other's effect at any point except those lying in the positions 
of maximum illumination; and in these positions we get 
intensity, compared with which that at the other parts of the 
screen is negligible. 

We have been supposing that slit and screen are both 
so far from the grating that we may suppose all the rays from 
the slit, or to a given point of the screen, to be parallel. 
Parallelism is attained in practice without using very great 
distances, by the help of lenses. A convex lens is placed at 
L, so as to have its principal focus at S, and to direct the 
light to the grating ; and another is placed at L' in the path 
of the light from the grating, and so that P is its principal 
focus. Then the action will be the same as that already 
described. For the optical lengths of the paths from S to 
all pomts in the wave-front between L and the grating will 
be eqiraL And this wave-front is perpendicular to the rays 
from L to the grating. Thus the optical differences of thq 
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paths from S to corresponding points in consecutive apertures 
is, as before, (</ + b) sin /. In the same way, the optical 



differences of the paths from these points to P is {d + b) sin ft 
Thus we get maximum illumination at P if (</ + ^)(sin i + sin tf) 
is a multiple of A. 

These grating images may be seen without any very special 
apparatus. If a small source of light be looked at through 
a fine silk handkerchief, a few images will be seen on each 
side of the source. They may be seen on looking at a gas- 
light through the silk cover of an umbrella. Very fine wire 
gauze will also produce them. In these cases the retina of 
the eye is the screen on which the images arc thrown, and the 
lens of the eye takes the place of the lens L'. 

Suppose white light to be sent through the slit to the 
grating, with the arrangement of lenses just explained. Then 
each separate colour will give rise to a series of diffraction 
images. In any one set of images of the various colours the 
separate coloured images will be arranged side by side, the 
positions of the images varying continuously with the wave- 
lengths, those of longer wave-lengths being less deviated than 
those of shorter. Thus we shall get a series of coloured 
spectra. In any one spectrum the position of any colour 
will depend on the wave-length of the colour, the number 
of lines per unit length of the grating, and the arrangement 
of the apparatus. It will not depend upon the nature^of any 
material used^ as the relative positions of the colours in a 
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prismatic spec^m depend upon the nature of the glass. If 
the incident light falls normally on the grating, we have the 
simple law, that in any spectrum the sine of the angle of devia- 
tion of any colour from the direct image of the slit is simply 
proportional to the wave-length of that colour. For this 
reason, grating spectra are frequently used as standards of 
reference rather than prismatic spectra. 

The optical grating affords the most accurate method of 
measuring the wave-length of light of a given quality. For 
this purpose it is used with a spectrometer. The slit of the 
collimator is illuminated with light of the given quality. The 
collimator and telescope of the spectrometer are set for 
parallel light, and the grating is set on the table of the 
spectrometer with its lines normal to the table. To do this, 
first get the face normal. This may be tested, as in setting 
the prism on the spectrometer, by observing whether the 
reflected image of the slit is formed at the proper level. Next, 
if necessary, turn the grating in its own plane, to get the lines 
riglit. This adjustment is complete when the diffraction 
images are all formed at the same level. The measurements 
may now be made in cither of two ways. 

1. Set the grating normal to the incident light. Set the 
telescope to view any image, say the «th, to right and to left 
of the direct image. Half the difference between the readings 
of the telescope is the angular deviation of the image. Call 
this deviation 0,^ 

The number of lines of the grating per unit of length (say 
per millimetre) is measured. Thi« may be done by means of a 
microscope, using the micrometer eye-piece and a standard 
micrometer scale. Let this number be N, Then we have, 
if A is the required wave-length — 

sin = ;/NA. 

2. If the normal to the grating makes an angle i with 
the incident light on one side, and an angle 0 with the light 
going to the //th image on the other, we have — 

sin i -F sin 0 = //NX ; 

.•. 2 sin - ‘ - cos ~ - - = //NA- 
2 2 

The angular deviation of the //th image from the light 
coming from the slit is in this case i + Then this deviation 

is least ^hen cos ■ ^ - is greatest, that is, when i = A If* 

then the grating is set to produce the «th image in the 
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position of minimum deviation, and this deviation is <f>n 9 since 
= i + 6, we have — 

2 sin — = //NX. 

2 

The angle may be determined, as before, by observing 
the «th image to right and to left of the direct image. 

Reflexion Grating. — Suppose a plane reflecting metallic 
surface to be ruled with a large number of fine equidistant 
parallel lines. This will produce dififraction images similar to 
those of the transparent grating. Waves falling on the reflect- 
ing grating will travel out in all directions on the side of the 
incident light, and in certain directions will produce very 



strong effects. These directions may be found in just the 
same manner as that already employed. Suppose there 'are 
N lines per unit length of the grating. Let the incident light 
make an angle, /, with the normal. Suppose that a maximum 
of effect is produced by the irregularly reflected light in a 
direction making an angle, 0, with the normal on the same 
side. Let A and B be corresponding points on two of the- 
reflecting lines. Draw B M, BN perpendicular to the incident 
and irregularly reflected light at A. Then a maximum of 
effect is produced in the direction 0, by the united action of 
corresponding points of the various reflecting strips, when 
MA -f- AN is a multiple of the wave-length, that js, since 

A3 = when — 
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j[^(sin i + sin 0) = n\, 

or — 

sin / + sin 0 = «NX. 

If the angle 0 is measured on the other side of the normal, 
the condition is — 

sin i — sin = ;/NA. 

The greatest effect is produced when all the points of all 
the reflecting strips act together, that is, in the direction of 
regular reflexion. 

Curved gratings have been used by Professor Rowland, and 
by Professor Langley in his researches on solar radiation. 
Imagine a concave reflecting surface ruled with lines ; and let 
the plane of the paper 
represent a plane cutting 
the reflecting strips nor- 
mally at A, B, C. Sup- 
pose S is a source of 
light, and P a point such 
that the paths SAP, c 
S B P, S C P, . . . differ b 
by a constant multiple of ^ 
a wave-length. Then an 
image of S will be formed 
at P. This image can be 
thrown on a screen or 
photographed without the 
assistance of a lens. If 
light of mixed quality be used, there will be a series of 
images such as P formed by the lights of various colours. 
Thus a spectrum is formed by means of a narrow slit placed 
at S. By directing various parts of the solar spectrum so 
formed into suitable apparatus, and especially of that part of 
it which is below the red, and is formed of rays whose waves 
are too long to produce the effect of light, Professor I .angley 
has made his celebrated researches on this, the “ infra-red ** 
solar spectrum. 

Some substances of striated structure, such as mother-of- 
pearl, show beautiful colours on account of acting on the 
incident light as reflexion gratings. 

Circular Aperture. — Suppose light comes from a small 
source, o, and a screen with a circular aperture of small radius 
is placed so that S is on the axis of the circle. Let the radius 




of the circle be I^et the distance of S from the circle be a. 
To consider the illumination at a point on the axis of the 
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circle, at a distance b from the centre, and on the side oppo- 
site to S. 

Take C, the centre of the circle. Let Q be any point of 
it at distance a; from C 

Then 

sQ = « + S; 

QP = /. + j;; 


Suppose the area of the circle divided up into a large 
number, 7/, of zones equal in area, and each having centre at C. 

TT/'® 

The area of each is — Each zone being very narrow, ye 

may suppose that the vibrations from O passing through all 
points of it, reach P in the same phase. The displacement at 
P pioduced by disturbances reaching it through the zone of 
mean radius x, may be written — 


f/ a + b x^fi.i\ 


2.’ 

n * 


If this is the ;//th zone from the centre, - /// • - - ; 

' ;/ 


thus we write the above displacement — 
, . J/ a + b 


mf^ ( \ , I \ 1 


nr* ^ 
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Summing all such terms for all values of m from i to 
and making n indefinitely large in the limit, we get for the 
displacement at P, as in the case of the rectilinear slit — 


sin 2 . > +./' - "Y 1 + i V: sin « Y - + 0 
, IT K 2K\a^l>)'i 2K\a^b) 

2\\a^ b) 

Putting 0 for ( 1 -f \ ^ , this becomes — 

2A \a o J 

_ ' Y " 4- i V; 




\t a-irh 


/6-sin 2 irj‘,-" 

I 1 


Thus the intensity of illumination at tlie distance b along 
the axis is proportional to — 

This expression vanishes whenever </» = o, that is, when — 


or— 


- 1 

2A' 


1 =/ir, 

1 


I 2/A. 


The corresponding values of b give the points of no 
illumination along the axis. The points of maximum illumi^ 

sin 6 

nation are found from the maximum values of as in a 

9 

former case. 

If white light is used, the points of maximum illumination 
occur at different distances from the various colours ; and a 
series of coloured points along the axis will be produced. 

Without entering into the investigation for the illumination 
at points off the axis of the aperture, it is clear that it must be 
symmetrical all round the axis, and hence at any plane normal 
to the axis a series of rings will be formed, all circles, liaving 
for centre the point in which the axis meets this circle. 

The case of diffraction with a small circular aperture has 
an important application, for in telescopes and microscopes 
the light is limited by a diaphragm with a circular aperture. 

Su^ose parallel light from a small source, S, proceeding in 
the direction of P. Take a plane through the point O, on S P, 
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at right angles to S P. This plane is a wave-front of the light. 
Suppose this wave-front round O to be divided into half-period 
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elements with respect to P. Let A, B, etc., denote the boundaries 
of these elements. Then — 

PO 4- - = PA 
2 

ro -f- X * PB 

and so on. Thus — 

OA= = 2PO--; 

2 

OB*^ = 2PO . X ; 

and so on. 

Thus the areas of these half-period elements arc equal, 
each being ttX • PO. And the distances of these elements from 
P O are practically equal, and their obliciuilics to the lines 
joining points of them to P negligible. Hence each will send 
nearly the same disturbance to P ; but the phases of the dis- 
turbances from two consecutive ones will be opposite. 

Suppose, then, that the alternate zones are rendered 
opatiue, so that the disturbances reaching P are all in agree- 
ment. In this way a considerable quantity of light will be 
concentrated at P, as if by a lens. Such a plate is called a 
zone-plate. It may be made by copying a large plate, 
aqpirately drawn as regards relative proportions, on a much 
smaller scale by means of photography. The effect produced 
b^ a zone-plate agrees with the theory that has just been 
given of it. 

Opaque Circular Disc. — ^Suppose a small opaque circular 
disc, A B, to be placed before a small source, S, at right angles 
to the line joining S to its centre. To consider the ilkimina- 
tion ut a point, P, on the axis of the disc. Take the wave-front 


= PO + 


= PO -f 


OA- . 
2P6 ^ 
OB-’ . 
2PO' 
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through A B, and divide it into half-period elements with 
respect to S. The first of these elements adjacent to the edge 
of A B produces the greatest effect at P. P, then, is illuminated 
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by these elements in much the same way as it is illuminated, 
if k B is removed, by the half-period elements into which the 
whole wave-front through O may be divided. And if A B is 
very small, the clement just round its edge plays about the same 
part in producing disturbance at P as would be played by the 
first clement of the full wave. Hence the illumination, in 
this case, at points along O P is approximately uniform, and 
the same as it would be if A B were removed. 

M. Cornu has given a graphic method of dealing with 
certain cases of diffraction, which we shall now indicate. 

We have seen that if a point is affected by any number of 
simple harmonic motions all in the same direction, the resultant 
is a simple harmonic motion 
whose amplitude and phase- 
angle is found by a simple 
construction. From any point 
O draw O A, A B, B C, . . . 

equal to the amplitudes of 

the S.H.M.’s, and making ^ 
with any fixed direction, O X, 
angles equal to the phase-angles of the S.H.M.’s. Then the 
straight line joining O to the last point along O ABC . . . 
is the amplitude of the resulting and the angle it 

makes with O X is its phase-angle. 

Now, imagine a small source, S, and consider the effects 
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which the various parts of the wave-front from S through O 
produce at the point P. We shall consider only an elementary 
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strip of the wave-front lying in the plane of the paper, that is, 
between S and P. We shall thus be dealing witli the effect 
at P of a linear wave. All the little elements of this wave are 
receiving disturbances from S and sending them on to P, so 
that the disturbances received at P from the various elements 
of the wave are all of the same sort, since S goes on sending 
out vibrations of Ihejsamc sort for a long time, only they are 
of different phases because of the different lengths of* the 
paths from S to P.througli the various elements. " Now, sup- 
pose that, starting from O, we divide the wave up into equal 
infinitesimal elements \ and suppose the phase-angle of the 
disturbance which the element at O sends to P is zero. The 
phase-angles of the disturbances from the other parts of the 
wave will continually increase as we pass out from O, and 
increase more and more rapidly as we get farther off from 
O. If we represent now the resulting motion at P as being 
due to the elementary motions from the various points of the 
wave, we shall get in the limit, when the elements are made 
indefinitely small, a continuous curve, whose elements of length 

represent the ampli- 
tudes of the disturb- 
ances at P from the 
elements of the wave, 
and the inc linations of 
whose elements to a 
given straight line re- 
present the phase- 
5 ^ angles of these dis- 
turbances. Take O X 
a^ the fixed direction, 
and O as the point from which to draw the curve. It starts 
tangentially to OX, because the phase-angle due to the 
element at O is zero, and it clearly curves continually in one 
sense, and more and more rapidly, because the i>hase-angle 
increases outward from O, and more and more rapidly. Cornu 
has shown that the curve is a spiral with an indefinite number 
of ever-narrowing turns about a point or pole, J, such that the 
angle XOf = 45°- 

In the same manner, the effect of the other half of the 
wave may be shown ; and the other half of this spiral would 
be obtained, namely, w'hat we should get by turning the piece 
O J about O through two right angles. 

Now, suppose an obstacle used to intercept a porticjft of the 
linear wave. To find the effect of the remainder at various 
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points of a screen, with the help of the spiral, it is most con- 
venient to consider the effect at a fixed point, P, of various 
])irts of the wave, such as would be got by moving the obstacle 
about. If P occujiies any given position with respect to the 



obstacle, we must consider where this edge comes on the 
wliole wave-front in which O is between S and P. This gives 
a corresiionding point on the obstacle, and the disturbance at 
P is represented by all the spiral on one side of this point, or 
the resulting disturbance by the line joining the point to a 
pole of the spiral. If there is no obstacle, the disturbance at 
P is represented by J J'. If P is on the edge of the geometrical 
shadow, or the obstacle comes to O, the disturbance is given 
by O J. Thus the intensity is one-fourth of what it is with no 
obstacle. Suppose P to move into the shadow. The dis- 
turbances are denoted by the straight lines joining J to the 
various points of the spiral got by moving along from O towards 
J. Thus the intensity falls off continually. Suppose P to 
move out from the shadow. The disturbances are denoted by 
the straight lines joining J to the various points of the spiral 
got by moving along from O tow'ards J'. Thus the intensity 
varies, passing through maxima and minima. 


Q 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

coi.ocKs nwnucp:/) jn' /.v/*/‘A77;/i7i.vr/;. 

CouM]\<s OK Thin Pr.Ai i s. 

Colours by Reflected Light. — When li'^ht flills on a very 
thin film of a transparent mcdiiiin with smooth reflecting 
surfaces, of the rays which reach the eye some will have been 
reflected once at the upper, or nearer, surface, and others will 
have been refracted into the film, reflected at the lower surface, 
and refracted out again. The light coming fiom a point, S, of 

a distant source, will thus pro- 
ceed, lo an eye at E, along the 
different paths S A E, S P» C E. 
And, on account of the extreme 
thinness of the film, these will 
practically come from the same 
point of the film; so that we 
may suppose the light which 
passes off from the film along 

a given straight line, and which 

must have reached it by parallel 
paths, to have all come from 
the s^imc point of the source. 'I’wo such rays, then, which 
arc reflected at the upper and under surfaces of the film, 
and then combine into a single ray, are in a condition 
to interfere ; and they will interfere or reinforce each other 
according to the length of the difference of the optical dis- 
tances of their paths. This optical distance will depend ii[)on 
the nature of the film, its thickness, and the obliquity of the 
rays. When white light falls on the film and proceeds to 
the eye from a certain point of it, the optical difference of 
paths will generally be such as to destroy by interference the 
lights of certain colours only ; so that the light reaching the 
eye will be coloured. For the light coming from another part, 
the obliquity and the film-thickness may both be different. 
And so the film will be seen of different colours in various 
parts. And the colour of the same part will vary according 
to the angle at which it is observed. 

For the formation of these colours it is to be notfced that 
no special source of light is required ; they may be observed 
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in daylight, or with any ordinary source of light. They are 
frequently to be observed in nature, as, for instance, in mica, 
which has a lamellar structure. When a drop of oil is put 
on the surface of still water, it spreads out into a very thin film, 
and shows such colours. It is in this way that the colours of 
soap-bubbles are formed. Again, when a bright piece of metal 
is heated, its surface shows a variety of colours, which are due 
to a film of iin-uniform thickness of oxide of the metal that is 
formed on it by the action of the heat. 

The colours may be produced by means of a film of air 
between Iw'o transparent substances. If two thin pieces of 
glass, carefully freed from dust, are pressed together, they 
enclose between them a thin layer of air, and this will show 
colours ; the rays proceeding through the upper piece of glass 
and out into the air towards the eye, with the path-differ- 
ence acquired in the film. The pieces of glass are chosen 
thin merely that they may be flexible and easily pressed 
together. 

We shall next find an e.xprcssion for the optical difference 
of the paths of the two rays reflected at the upper and under 
surfaces of the film. 

Let C B, F E be two parallel rays, in air, from a distant 
source, incident on a thin film, B 1) E, and leaving the film 
along the line B A. Let F C be 
any wave-front of the light inci- 
dent on the film, so that F C is 
at right angles to the rays, and 
the vibrations are in the .same 
phase at F and C. From E draw 
E K perpendicular to C B, and 
from B draw' BM perpendicular 
to K I). Then at E and K the 
vibrations are in the same phase. 

Now, let the thickness of the film be c, its refractive index /i. 
And let / and r be the angles of incidence and refraction of 
the rays falling on the film. Then the optical difference of the 
paths of the rays is — 

fi • EDB — KB. 

Now, K B in air is optically equal to E M in the film, 
for when the vibration at K has reached B, that at E would 
have r€;ached M if the substance of the film extended to 
M; or, otherwise, KB = /i,-EM. Thus the optical path 
required is — 
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,L ■ (El)B - EM) = - Ml)) 

rr + COS 2/') 

lie 

T- * -2 cos- r 

cos r 

- 2///* cos 

It is clear from this investigation that whatever may be the 
meilium from wliich the light romes to the film, tlie relative 
retardation of the rays has for its value the same expression, 
2fu' cos r. 

This expression may also be obtained by calculating the 
value of /A - KDB — KB in terms of e, /, and /•. 

Interference between rays of a given wave-length, X, will 
then depend upon the relation which this quantity bears to A. 
And it would appear at first sight that there will be interference 
when 2 /a^ cos /* is of the form (;/ -j- .1 )A, and reinforcement 
when it is of the form ;/A. But experiment shows that this is 
not the case. Because if, for cxanitde, the film becomes 
extremely thin, so that the expression for the difference of 
I)ath vanishes, the rays, instead of conspiring, are then found 
to interfere, there being a minimum of illumination in this 
case. In the case of two [lieces of glass encl()>ing an airfilm, 
at a point at whic h the jiieces arc in actual contact a dark spot 
is observed when they arc seen by reflected light. Thus the 
phase-difference of the two rays depends on something else 
besides the optic:al difference of their paths. 'I'his other 
element may be illustrated by means of a mechanical analogy. 
Suppose there arc two perfectly elastic balls, one at rest and 
the other in motion, anil suppose tlu second to collide directly 
on the first. It will set the first in motion and will follow 
it if it is heavier than the first, but will rebound if it is 
lighter. Now, the ether particles in two transparent media 
behave as if they were of different densities. And when a 
tram of waves in one medium is falling on the boundary 
surface of the two, the particles at the surface, in the first, 
will set those in the second in motion, and will continue to 
move in the same direction, or will move in the opposite 
direction, according as the first is the denser or the rarer 
medium. The same thing may also be illustrated by sup- 
posing a heavy and a light chain, joined end to end, to hang 
vertically. Suppose the heavy chain at bottom, and let a wave 
be sent up it by jerking its lower end horizontally. VYhen this 
wave reaches the light chain, it will be divided intoTwo, one 
of which will go on into the light chain, and one will return 
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along tlie heavy one. And the returning wave will be the 
same as if it were sent down by jerking the upper end in the 
same direction as that in which the lower end was jerked. 
lUit if a wave were sent along the light chain towards the 
heavy one, the wave returning along the light one from their 
point of junction would be the same as if it were sent along 
the light chain by jerking its end in the opposite direction 
from that in which it was jerked to start the original wave. 
These two cases are called respectively reflexion of the wave 
without and %viih change of sign. 

In the case of light vibrations reflected at the boundary 
surface of two media, they will be reflected without or with 
change of sign, according as the ether in the first behaves as 
if it were more or less dense than that in the second. If 
there is change of sign, the phase of the reflected vibration is 
exactly reversed ; the effect is the same as if the waves were 
retarded by just half a period, or as if there were added to 
their path a half wave-length. To subtract half a wave length 
would, of course, produce just the same effect on the phase. 

Now, in case of a thin film between two portions of the 
same medium, reflexions take place at the two surfaces of the 
film under o[)posite conditions, and there must be change of sign 
in one case and not in the other. 'Fhe result is then the same 
as if the difference of the paths which we have considered is 

simply increased by We can therefore write for the relative 

retardation— 

2[ke cos r + 

Wc thus see tliat we shall get interference or reinforcement 
according as 2/Lur cos r is of the form n\ or ft\ + 

s 

A thin film may be situated between two different media 
which are such that light falling on the film is reflected at both 
its upper and lower surfaces under the same conditions, that is, 
in both cases with or in both cases without change of sign, so 
that no difference of phase is introduced by the reflexions. 
Now, it is reasonable to suppose that if light is reflected in a 
medium at the boundary of it and an optically denser one in 
which light travels more slowly, that it tvill be reflected with 
change of sign ; but that if reflected at an optically lighter, it 
will be Inflected witliout change of sign. Hius if the film has 
refrangibility intermediate between those of the media on the 
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two sides, the reflexions at its two surfaces will be either both 
with or both without change of sign ; and the conditions of 
light and darkness should be just opposite to those in the case 
of the film between two portions of the same medium. This 
conclusion is verified by experiment. 

For the complete investigation of the effect produced by 
the light coming from the film, we must consider that we have 
not only to take account of the two rays reflected onc'e at the 
upper surface and once at the under surface, as C U A, FE D B A, 
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but also an indefinite number of rays, such as K M G E I) B A, 
which has undergone three internal reflexions, and so on. And 
we shall first consider all these rays to be of one definite 
wave-length, A, These rays all combine to produce the 
resulting ray B A, and the effect will depend on their intensities 
and their relative retardations. It is clear that the relative 
retardation between any two consecutive rays, so far as it 
depends on the optical difference of paths, is the same, and is 

2 fie cos r. If there is a further retardation of we may 

regard this as denoting a reversal in the sign of the amplitude 
of the vibration. Let us denote the phase-angle of the 
vibration, at any point in B A, which has come from C B, by 
Then we may denote the phase-angles of the vibrations at 
the same point, which have come from the other rays, F E, 
K II, etc., by <l> + + 28, and so on ; where — 

8 = . 2fie cos r. 

We have next to consider the relations between the 
amplitudes of the vibrations arising from the various rays. 
Supp.^se that a ray in the outer medium falling on ^e film 
gives rise to one reflected at the surface of the film, and one 
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refracted into the film, whose amplitudes are found from that 
of the incident ray by multiplying it by the (quantities b and c. 
And suppose that a ray in the film gives rise to one reflected 
back into it, and one refracted into the outer medium, whose 
amplitudes are found by multiplying that of the first by e and f. 

Now, suppose the amplitude of any one of the rays incident 
on the film to be a. Then the amplitudes of the various parts 
along B A, arising from the rays C B, 

V E, K H, N M, etc., are ab, aerf accf 
acc^f etc. 

Certain relations may be found among 
the coeflicicnts by the following con- 
siderations : I’he ray A B, of amplitude 
<7, falling from the outer medium on the 
material of the film, gives rise to the two 
along BC, B 1), of amplitudes ab^ ac. 

It is assumed, then, that if two rays of 
amplitudes ab^ ac be sent along C 13 and 
1) B, these will just recombine to q)ro- 
duce the ray of amplitude a along J3 A. Hut ab along C B 

gives ab^ along B A and a be along 13 E, and ac along 1.) B gives 

acc along HE and acf along BA. Since these four are 
eciuivalent to a along B A, we have the two relations — 

abc -f acc = o, or, b + e = o ; 

and a/r + acf ~ (/, or, ir + cf - i. 

Thus we can put ^ and cf and write for the 

amplitudes of the component vibrations along BA, ab^ 

— ab{ I — A'), — ab\i — A**), etc. And the entire resulting displace- 
ment at a qioiiit in B A is the sum — 

ab sin </> — ab{i — A*) sin — sin(<^-i- 28) — . . . 

- ab sin — ab{i — A’) [sin (</> + 8) -f Ir sin (<#> 4- 28) -f- . . 

The part in square brackets is, by writing the exponential 
values of the sines — 



4" • • •} “ AA’ 4- • • •} 




- K*P + •') 


I — b-c - 


I c'\^* + *') — + ^) — — t’ " "/*) 

”‘ 2 / I — 4" «•’ “ '•') + b* 

^ _ sin 4 ^) — A'^ sinj^ 

“ I — 2 b^ cos 8 + 
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Thus the displacement is — 

... ,, ... sin (<A + «)-/'- sin </> 

ab sin ^ - ab{i - b-) ■ ^ 

! ,, ,.,x cos I 

= s'*' • I - 2/p COS S + /p ' 

, , sin ^ 

= P sin </» + Q cos (/>, spy. 

Then the amplitude of the resulting vibration is 
\^P“ + Q'“; that is — 

/ 1 _ ( I — A“)(cos ^ — />“) . - . (i — sin- 

I ^ 1 — 2//^ cos 8 4- i ' (1 — 2//“ cos ^ 4- /'*)- 

'Fhc resulting intensity is proportional to the square of 
this, or to - 

^ (i + //-')-( r - cos + (i - n- ain- i) 

(1 — 2//- cos (*> 4“ * 

«VP(, - cos S) . 

(I — 3/»- COS 0 + /r)“ 

^ 2 

/.C. 2 sin--- , ij , yi» 

2 1 — 2^- cos h -f- 

4^z-//- sin'** “ 

2 

T - 2b- cos 8 + b*' 

'Fhe intensity will, therefore, be zero, when ^ = //tt ; that 
is, when — 

27 r 

• 2/U’ cos ;• = 2//7r, 


2/iu’ cos r = //A. 

The intensity will be a maximum when - is an odd 
multiple of-, or — 


20' cos r = //A 4 - “ j 
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as may be seen by writing the above fraction in the form — 

sin^ - 
^ 2 

. , 

(1 — //^)- + 4^- sin“ ~ 

or — 

^ 4 r 7 “//- 

( I — />-)- cosec- ^ + 4^- 

8 TT 8 

and observing that for - - //tt + cosec - has its least value. 

Colours by Transmitted Light. — We have hitherto 
supposed that the liglit which reaches the film is all reflected 
light, falling on it from the 
side on which the eye is, and 

that no light comes through J 

from the other side. Let us / 

next consider the light trans- / 

mitted through the film and ^ 

reaching the eye on the other 
side. We must deal witli this 
in a similar way, and consider 
an innumerable assemblage of 
rays which combine into a 
single one on leaving the 
film, the first ray simply un- 
dergoing two refractions at 
the surfaces, the second un- 
dergoing two reflexions inside 
the film as well, the next four reflexions, and so on, as the 
figure shows. Just as before, the optical difference of path 
between any two consecutive ones is 2^ cos r, so that we 
may write 8 for the difference of [ihase-angle. 

For the amplitudes of the vibrations in the emergent rays, 
if that 01 an incident ray is using the symbols /', r, c,/, with 
the same meanings as before, we have for the amplitudes the 
values — 

acf oife^ ac/t^j etc., 

or — 

^ /;(i — a{i --lr)lr, a{i — etc. 

Calling the phase-angles of the displacement at any point 
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due to these + 8, + 28, etc., the entire displacement 

is — 

<7(1 — sin ^ + tf(i — ^-yr sin (<#» + ^) + . . . 
Summing this in the same way as before, we get — 


rt(i — b'-) • - 


sin ^ sin 


I — 2//- cos 8 + 


And for the intensity we have — 

a-(i - . (} ^ 

' (i — 2^'** cos S + b^)" I — 2//- cos 8 + b^' 

The intensity is then a maximum when cos 8 - i, or 
8 = 2/iir j that is — 

27 rX 

- • 2fjLt: cos /* = 2//7r, 

A 

or 

2/LC cos r wX. 

The intensity is a minimum when cos 8 - — i , or 
8 = 2/i7r + tt; that is— 

X . A 

2/a^ cos ;* = «/\ + - . 

The maximum value of the intensity is simply (i\ showing 
that in this case all the incident light is transmitted. The 
minimum value is — 

a'H I — //-*)'-« 

( i “p “ 

7 'hus in this case the intensity never becomes zero. 

It should be noticed that, for any value of the sum 
of the intensities of the lights reflected and transmitted, which 


have the values 


Aa-b'^ sin- - 
2 

I — 2b'^ cos 8 + b^^ 


and 


- /7-y 

— 2b- cos 8 + b*' 


is a\ showing that these two portions just account for the 
whole of the light falling on the film, or that the entire energy 
in them is just equal to the energy of the incident light. 

If, now, in either case it is white light which falls upon 
the film, the maxima and minima for the various colours will 
occur at various places, so that the film will show colours. 
These colours are more strongly marked in the case of 
reflected light, because in this case, at every ])uiift of the 
film, as a rule, certain colours undergo complete obliteration. 
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Newton’s Rings. — Newton produced the colours due 
to thin plates by this very simple device : Suppose two convex 
lenses with surfaces of very small curvature, or a convex lens 
and a piece of plane glass, to be put in contact with each 
other. There will then be a layer of air between the two, 
having no thickness just at the point of contact, and w’th 
thickness increasing as we pass outward from this point, and 
such that the thickness is uniform in any circle round this 
point as centre. If this arrangement is illuminated by mono- 
chromatic light of wave-length X, which is reflected to the 
eye, a scries of black and bright rings will be seen round 
the point of contact If ^ is the angle of incidence of the 
light, it will also be the angle which the rays in the interior air- 
film make with the normal, and 
there will be darkness at any point 
at which the thickness e satisfies 
the condition 

26 cos ^ - ;/X, 

where ;/ is an integer. 

Suppose that rings are formed 
in this way, with a spherical surface 
of radius R in contact with a plane 
surface, i.et O denote the point 
of contact, and consider the thick- 
ness, i\ at a point P. Draw P M N 
normal to the plane surface, and meeting the sphere of which 
the given curved surface is a part, in the points M and N. 
Then — 

PO= = PM . PN. 

But PN is very nearly equal to 2R. Thus — 

PO* = 2Rd 

Now, there is darkness at P if — 
ze cos = wX, 

and brightness if — 

2P cos ^ + i)X. 

Thus we get a series of dark rings whose radii are 

given by — 

= VR • sec ^ • «X ; 

and a sei^^es of bright rings whose radii are given by — 
r = ^^R • sec • (« + 
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Putting // - o in the formula for the dark rings, we get 
r = o, and the first ring becomes a black spot at the centre, 
'rhe rings seen by reflected light then have a black spot in 
the centre. 

If the arrangement is seen by transmitted light, nowhere 
will there be complete absence of illumination, as we have 
already seen ; but a series of rings relatively dark and bright 
will be seen. These are formed similarly to the others, only 
now the dark rings take the place occupied by the bright 
when they are seen by reflected light ; and vice versa. 'Phe 
rings seen by transmitted light have a bright spot in the 
centre. 

If the rings are formed by the contact of two spherical 
surfaces, having radii R„ Ro turned opposite ways, it is clear 
that, in the above formuke, instead of R, we must use 
Ri + R-i. 

The rings may be formed, in either case, by means of 
white light. 'Fhen the resulting a])pearancc is the super- 
position of what would be got from the constituent lights of 
the various colours. In this case only a few rings will be seen 
having a dark centre if seen by reflected light, and a bright 
centre if by transmitted, and having variegated edges. As 
we pass out from the centre, the appearance (luickly fades 
away into practically uniform illumination. 

The colours seen in white light, by reflexion, are those 
duo to the successive elimination Ironi white light of lights 
of various wave-lengths. 'Phey were carefully observed by 
Newton, and given by him in a scries which is called 
Newton’s scale of colours. 'Phese colours are classed in 
several orders as follows : — 

(1) Black, blue, white, yellow, red ; 

(2) Violet, blue, green, yellow, red; 

(3) Purple, blue, green, yellow, red; 

(4) Green, red; 

(5) Greenish-blue, red; 

(6) Greenish-blue, jjale red ; 

(7) Greenish-blue, reddish-white. 

To observe and measure the rings formed in transmitted 
light, a microscope with a micrometer eye-piece may be used. 
The arrangement for forming the rings, consisting of lens and 
plate glass, is placed on the stage of the micTOscoi)e, and 
light is thrown upwards to it from the microscope reflector. 
The rings may then be seen, and their diameters 4 heasured 
by means of the micrometer eye-piece. 
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To see the rings by reflected light with the microscope, 
an additional arrangement is necessary. A small thin ])iecc 
of glass, such as a microscope cover-glass, is placed inside 
the microscope behind the object-glass. It is inclined to the 
axis of the instrument at 45"^, and there is an aperture in 
the tube through which light can fall on it, and be reflected 
out through the objert-gkiss to the ring-forming apjiaratus, 
and then back into the microscope, the little reflector not 
hindering its passage. 

If the film is not of air, but of some other substance, such 
as a drop of water introduced between the lens and the plate 
glass, the diameters of the rings will be changed. If /* is the 
refractive index of this substance, we then have the formula — 

, X 
cos 0 = ///", 

where, in reflected light, m is even for a dark place, and odd 
for a bright one ; and in transmitted light the reverse. 

The radius of a ring will then be given by — 

r = \/' R sec • ///-. 

On using a drop of liquid, then, in this way, the diameters 
of the rings will be diminished in the inverse of the ratio of 
the square roots of the refractive index of the liquid and that 
of air. Measurements of the rings may be used to determine 
the refractive index of a liquid. 

The diameters of the rings formed with given apparatus 
increases with the angle of incidence ; but the angle of 
incidence inside the film, if of air, is nearly the same as that 
on the upper surface of the lens, and, as this angle is increased, 
more of the incident light will be reflected off the glass. Thus 
if the diameters are increased by increasing tlie angle of 
incidence, it will be at the ex- 
pense of the l)rightncss of the 
rings. Hut by the following 
device, rings which arc broad, 
and at the same time bright, 
may be obtained. 

A glass prism, ABC, is 
placed with one face in con- 
tact with a spherical surface 
of glass of large radius. Light, 
of whicif P Q R S 1 ' represents a ray, enters the prism, at a 
small incidence, by the face A B, and passes into the film of air 
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at R, at a considerable angle with the normal at R. Again, 
on emergence at S, the angle between the ray and the normal 
at S is small. In this way little light is lost by ihe reflexions 
at Q and S, so that the rings are bright; and at the same 
time, owing to the great obliquity of the rays in the film, they 
arc broad. To produce the rings, sometimes a prism is used 
with one face made slightly spherical, and this face is rested 
on a piece of plane glass. 


Interferences produced uy 'Fiiick Tlates. 

Sir David Brewster showed that two thick plates of glass 
of equal thickness, with a considerable thickness of air between 
them, could produce interference. For this purpose the plates 
must be nearly but not quite parallel to each other. Of the 
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light proceeding from a point, S, of the source to an eye at K 
on the other side of the plates, the greater part goes directl) 
to the eye by transmission through the two plates. But certain 
of the rays which undergo reflexions at the surfaces may be in 
a condition to interfere. Thus the two rays which are reflected, 
one at A and C, and the other at B and D, go on to the eye 
very close to each other and in i^rallel directions ; also their 
difference of path (which b acquired by one passing through 
one plate along a path equal to 2AB, and the other through 
the other plate along a path equal to aCD) is a very small 
quwtity. The two rays will consequently be in a ^ndition 
to interfere on reaching the eye. 
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Brewster placed his two glass plates at one end of a tube 
blackened inside, the plates being nearly normal to the tube. 
The other end was closed by a diaphragm having a small 
circular aperture. By this means the side light was cut off, 
but the visible field subtended a large enough angle at the 
eye for several fringes to be observed. The fringes are 
parallel to the lines of intersection of the surfaces of the 
plates ; and they diminish in breadth as the angle between 
the plates is increased. When seen in white light they have 
coloured edges. 

It is not easy to produce these fringes. The glass plates 
must be of as nearly as possible the same thickness. 'l"o ensure 
this they should be cut from a piece of good plate glass, satisfy- 
ing pretty well the conditions of a geometrical plate, that is, 
having uniform thickness. The plates should further be 
mounted in such a manner that they can be set accurately 
parallel ; if one is fixed, the other should have two adjustments. 

This phenomenon is also sometimes called that of the 
colours of thick plates. 

Coloured Rings of Thick Plates, or Diffusion 
Rings.— 'Fhese were discovered by Newton ; and Young 
first gave the explanation of them on the undulatory theory. 

A spherical mirror of glass, silvered on the convex so as 
to reflect on the concave side, is used. Light is allowed to 
pass through a small aperture in a white screen, held so that 
the aperture is at the centre of curvature of the mirror. Then 
a scries of coloured rings with a common centre at the aperture 
is observed. If the aperture is at a little distance from the 
centre of the mirror, but the screen still passing through the 
centre, an image of the aperture will be formed by reflexion on 
the screen, and the rings will now have their common centre 
midway between the aperture and its image, that is, at the 
centre of the sphere. There will now be a white ring passing 
through the aperture and its image. These appearances are 
due to the diffusion or irregular reflexion of light at the front 
surface of the mirror ; and if this surface is slightly dimmed, 
as may be done by wetting it with a weak mixture of milk 
and water, the rings become more distinct. 

Suppose O is the centre of the mirror, L O L' M the plane 
of the screen, and L the aperture, near to O, through which 
the light comes, U the image of L, so that L O U is a straight 
line, and L'O = OL. A ray L R, after regular refraction and 
reflexion*! at R and S of part of it, is partly diffused on 
emergence at T, so that some diffused light from T reaches 
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the screen at M. Another ray is difTused at the same point 
T on entering the glass, and some of the difiiised light, after 
regular reflexion and refraction at S' and R', reaches the screen 
at M. 'riiese two portions of light arriving at M have travelled 
paths having a small optical diflerence. And further, the rays 
have been (liflused at the same point of the surface. 'Miis 
is necessary for interference, as has been pointeil out by 
Professor Stokes, because in the act of diffusion a phase- 
difference is introduced into the vil)ration, which will be 
different for different points of the surface. 'Phe rays arriving 


Ti 



at M will thus be in a condition to interfere, and will do so if 
their path-difference is suitable. 

Let us next consider what this path-difference is, on the 
supposition that L is very near to O. T.et the radius O A of 
the front surface be R; the thickness of the minor, AS, - c\ 
the index of refraction of the glass /a; t)L = y ; OM - r, 
l.ct the angles of incidence and refraction at R be i and r. 
Then we have very nearly — 


T4< = R + . 

2R 

RS“ = 4- ^ tan'-* ;* 
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AlsoST= RS; 

and 'I’M = R -f . 

2 K 

'I'he path RST is in glass of refrangibility //. licnee the 
optical length of the path T- R S T M is — 

For the ray T/FS'R'M we notice that regular refraction 
takes place at R', so that we may easily show, in a similar 
manner to the above, that — 

TC = S'K’ = ,(.+^;;,). 

And the optical length of the path LTS' R' M is — 

'I'lic oi)tical difTerenre of paths is thus — 

'I'lie phase-difference of the rays arriving at M w'ill thus 
ilepend upon 7’, the distance of M from O. In monochromatic 
light w'e should thus get a series of bright and dark circles 
round O ; and in white light, coloured circles. Where 7' = //, 
that is, for all points on a circle with L 1/ as diameter, there is 
' brightness for all colours ; for there is no path-difference in the 
rays. Hence this is a white circle. At the centre, 7/ = o, there 
>vill be a coloured spot, the colour depending on the value of 

CU“ 

Hence the colour will change with the distance of the 
aperture from the centre. 

Colours of Mixed Plates. — These were discovered by 
Young, and are seen when a luminous source is viewed through 
two glass plates containing between them a very thin layer 
of two transparent substances intimately mixed up with each 
other. Brewster obtained them by using a little soap lather 
between his plates. The explanation of them is that they 
ate due to interferences of two neighbouring rays which 
traverse, .^in the space between the glass plates, the two 
different substances ; a difference of phase is thus introduced 
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between them, and they arc in a condition to interfere. If c 
is the distance between the glasses, and /i„ /ig are the refrangi- 
bilitics of the two substances, the difTcrence of optical distances 
traversed by the two rays is, for normal incidence, — 
Thus there will be interference for light of wave-length A 
whenever — 

‘'{/*i - /«-•) = 

where n is an odd number. 


Kxamii.k. 

TJoscrilw and explain llu* phenomena ]>rO'icnlcd hy the prismatic 
spectrum of tlie lij»ht rellecled from 11 thin transparent lilin, not thin 
enough to show thi- “colouri* of thin plates.*' Ilow and why does the 
spectrum change as the lihngets thinner ami thinner until it shows colours? 
(Lund. 13.Sc. lions., 18S4.) 


CHAITER XV. 

DOUIU.R Rkl'RACrrO.W rOI.ARf/A rio.w 

When light is refracted through certain crystalline substances 
peculiar effects are observed, which we shall now consider. 
About the best substance for producing these effects, and 
that in which they were first dis- 
covered, is Iceland spar. 'I'his 
is a crystallized form of carbonate 
of lime. The form in which it 
3 occurs is that of a rhomb or 
])arallelopiped. that is, a six sided 
figure, all whose sides are paral- 
lelograms. This form is repre- 
sented in the figure. The angles 
of any one of the bounding ]iaral- 
lelograms are 101" 55' and 78” 5'; 
and the dihedral angles between 
the faces of the rhomb are 105” 5' 
and 74 55* solid angles at A and M are, each of them, 
contained by three equal obtuse angles. If the rhomb has all 
Its edges equal, then the line A A' is called the rf:rystallo- 
graohic axis of the crystal: A A' would then be equally 
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inclined to the three faces meeting in A or A^ In general the 
axis of the crystal is a straight line given only in direction ; 
and it is any straight line ectually inclined to the three faces 
meeting in a solid angle of the rhomb contained by three 
obtuse angles. Any plane through the axis is called a 
principal plane of the crystal ; and a principal plane per- 
pendicular to any face is called the principal plane of that 
face. 

If a ray of light falls on such a rhomb, it is not refracted 
into it along one direction, as in the case of a piece of glass, 
but along two, giving rise to two refracted rays, 'rhus, if a 
black mark is made on a sheet of white paper, and then 
covered by the rhomb, two images of the mark will be seen 
on looking througli the rhomb. Or, again, if a narrow beam 
of light is falling on a screen, and giving a bright spot, on 
putting the rhomb in the way of the beam, with a face normal 
to it, this is broken up into two, so that two spots are observed, 
'file crystal is said to be doubly refracting. 

In the next place, we have to observe that the light in 
either of these refracted beams possesses remarkable differences 
from common light, or the light m the beam before it entered 
the rhomb. In breaking up the beam of common light by 
means of the rhomb, the same effect is produced however the 
rhomb is rotated about the path of the beam — the two emergent 
beams are of equal intensity. Now, if one of these beams be 
similarly examined by a second rhomb, this will not be the 
case. 

'Fo show this we may take two similar rhombs, place one 
of them on the mark on the paper, thus producing with it two 
images, and place the other on the first. The second will, 
in general, form two images of each image produced by the 
first, thus giving rise to four. But if the upper rhomb be 
rotated over the lower one, this is what re observed . when the 
faces of the upper rhomb arc all parallel to faces of the lower 
one, so that the principal planes of the contiguous faces arc 
parallel, only two images are seen. As the upper rhomb is 
rotated liom this position, two more images begin to appear, at 
first very faint, but gradually increasing in distinctness ; and 
the other images diminish in distinctness. And when the 
upper rhomb has been rotated through a right angle, these 
images have completely disappeared, and now only the other 
two arc seen. As the rotation continues, the same series of 
appcaraniJfcs and disappearances occurs in every quarter of 
a turn. 
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'rhe same thing may be shown by means of the beam of 
light passing through the two rhombs to a screen. Or, if wc 
cut off one of the two beams wliich emerge from the first 
rhomb, and examine the other alone by means of the second 
rhomb, the spot of liglit will appear brightest when all the 
fixccs of the rhombs are parallel, and will gradually become 
fiiinter, and completely disappear when the second rhomb has 
been turned through "a right angle, appearing again when the 
rhomb is turned past this position, and growing to maximum 
brightness when another right angle has been accomplished ; 
and so on. 

From these experiments it is clear that the light in either of 
the two beams into which a given one is broken up by the 
crystal of Iceland spar, differs from common light in possessing 
properties having reference to direction which common light 
has not. Thus a beam of common light, on entering a rhomb 
of spar normally to a face, is always broken up into two beams 
of equal intensity, but a beam which has come from another 
rhomb is for certain positions of the second rhomb not broken 
up, and, in general, the intensities of the parts into which it is 
broken are unequal, and depend upon the j)Osition of the 
second rhomb relatively to the first. 'Fhc light in cither beam 
coming from a rhomb then possesses some property with regard 
to direction which must be referred to the manner in which 
the rhomb is held across its path. 

These beams of light are said to be plane-polarized, 
or each is polarized in a certain plane. Their planes of 
polarization are two planes containing the directions of the 
beams, and respectively parallel and at right angles to the 
principal section of the face which is normal to the incident 
beam. 

As we shall see, the peculiar property of plane polarized 
light is that the vibrations of the ether particles constituting 
it all take place along straight lines in a definite direction. 
And the plane which is called the plane of polarization of 
a given beam is, in accordance with the views of Fresnel, 
the plane at right angles to the direction of vibration of the 
particles. 

We see, then, that by means of a rhomb of Iceland spar 
we can produce a beam of polarized light, and by means of 
another rhomb we can determine whether a beam is polarized 
or i'ot. The rhombs used in this way may be called polarizer 
and analyzer respectively. ^ 

Iluyghcns investigated by experiment the laws of refraction 
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of the two rays in Iceland spar into which a single one is 
broken up. He found that one of these rays is refracted 
according to the ordinary laws of refraction, the crystal 
having for this ray a definite index of refraction, no matter 
how it is cut or how the incident ray falls on it. This 
refracted ray is called, in consequence, the ordinary ray. 
The other ray is refracted according to a different law, 
and not the ordinary law of refraction. The sines of the 
angles of incidence and refraction do not bear a constant 
ratio to each other. It is called the extraordinary ray. 
Huyghens accounts for the position of this ray, and shows 
how to find it in any given case, as follow's : We have seen 
how to find the refracted ray, on the principles of the wave 
theory, in the case of a ray falling on the surface of glass, 
by supposing the points of the surface to become centres 
of secondary disturbances as soon as the wave-front reaches 
them, these disturbances spreading out with equal velocities 
in all directions. Thus the disturbance from a given point 
has at any instant reached all the points on the surface of 
a sphere traced in the medium. And the refracted wave-front 
is the plane which at any instant touches all the spheres which 
the disturbances have reached ; and the refracted ray is normal 
to this plane. Now, iii the case of Iceland Ijpar the dis- 
turbances which constitute the extraordinary ray travel with 
different velocities in different directions through the crystal. 
'I'he surface w'hich a disturbance at a single point in the 
crystal would reach all the 
points of in a given time, is 
not a spiicrc, but an oblate 
spheroidy or ellipsoid of 
revolution, whose axis of 
revolution is the axis of the 
crystal. This surface is the 
wave-surface for the extra- 
ordinary rays. The wave- 
surface for the ordinary rays, 
which i^, of course, a sphere, 
has its diameter equal to the 
axis of revolution, A.V, of 
the ellipsoid. Thus, if a 
disturbance proceeds from 
the single point O, giving rise to both ordinary and extra- 
ordinary* waves, at the end of a given time these will have 
reached the two surfaces of the sphere and spheroid; and 
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the least of the velocities of the extraordinary waves is 
equal to the common velocity with which the ordinary waves 
travel. 

The most exact method of showing that the ordinary wave- 
surface is a sphere, and the ordinary ray refracted according 
to the ordinary law of refraction, is the following : Several 
plates of spar cut in various manners from the crystal arc all 
cemented together, ami a prism is made with its refracting 
edge at right angles to all the faces of the plates. If, now, 
this is used on a sj)CClrometcr, each plate will form two images. 
I’lUt one set of images, namely, the ordinary images, will be all 
quite in coincidence in a vertical line, as if the i)rism was 
made out of a single piece. 

I'he construction for the extraordinary refracted ray, and 
the form of the extraordinary wave-surface on which it depends, 
may be verified by observations of the incident and refracted 
rays in various cases. 

First, suppose we take the surface of the crystal parallel 
to the axis, and the plane of incidence normal to the axis, and 
investigate the positions of the refracted extraordinary rays 
in this case. This may be done by cutting a j^rism with its 
refrac ting edge parallel to the axis, and using it on a spec- 
trometer. The extraordinary as well as the (ordinary image 
of the slit will be found to follow the ordinary law in this 
case. Thus wc have a constant index of refraction for this 
case, showing that the velocity of propagation of disturbances 
normally to the axis is the same in all directions. Or the 
wave-surface is a surface of revolution about the axis. 


The constant index of refraction for extraordinary refracted 
rays at right angles to the axis is called the extraordinary index 
of relVac.ion of the crystal. But it must be remembered that 
it only applies to these cases ; and the extraordinary ray has, 
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pose that this section is an 
circular section A C A' of the 


as a rule, no definite index of 
j refraction. The ordinary and 
extraordinary indices may be 
denoted by /i^.and 

Next we must find by cx- 
jjeriment what is the form of 
the section of the wave-surface 
by a plane parallel to the axis 
(that is, by a plane of prin- 
cipal section). J.et us siip- 
clhpsc, ADA', and ^ that the 
ordinary wave-surface touches 
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it at A and A\ Then if P M M' is drawn at right angles to 
A O A', the tangents at M, M' cut A A' at the same point, B. 
I hus O M, O M' are ordinary and extraordinary rays corre- 
sponding to the same incident ray. And if r, / are the angles 
of refraction of these rays — 

tan r ^ PM' _ on _ fi„ 
tan r' ~ PM* ~ (.)C "" fij 

1 o verify this law, Plains experimented as follows : A piece 
of spar, K F G, cut with faces j)arallel to the axis, and of 



considerable thickness, is set on a table with these faces 
horizontal, f 1 is a telescope turning over a divided circle, 
and moving in a j)lanc parallel to the axis of the spar. A 
scale is placed under the spar, parallel to its axis. Then, on 
looking through II L, two images of the scale are seen, and 
che images of two divisions, at K and F, are seen to coincide, 
being both seen along G H L, these being the ordinary image 
of one point and the extraordinary of the other. Now, if c is 
tlie thickness of the plate — 

FK , , . 

— - = tan r — tan r . 
e 

Also, since the angle between G H L and the normal to 
the plate is known, tan ;* is known. Thus tan is found, and 

so the ratio This is found to be equal to — . 

tan ;* /*r 

These experiments show completely that, within the limits 
of the errors made in them, the extraordinary' wave-surface 
has the form assigned by lluyghcns, namely, that of an oblate 
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spheroid touching the ordinary wavc surfacc at the extremities 
of its axis of revolution. 

Mr. Glazcbrook has made a series of observations on the 
extraordinary ray in Iceland spar, and concludes that the 
construction given by Iluyghcns for the wave-surface rei)rc- 
sents its true form within about i in 30,000. 

Consider next how the extraordinary refracted ray may be 
found by the help of this wave-surface. Sui)pose a piece of 



Iceland spar to have a plane surface cut in any manner. Let 
this surface be at right angles to the plane of the i)apcr, and 
A C its trace on the paper. Suppose a parallel beam to fall 
on it along D A, TiiB C ; so that A 15 is a wave-front in this 
beam. Wlien a point, A, of this wave-front reaches the surface 
of the crystal, a disturbance starts out into the crystal, and if 
we consider now only such disturbances as would produce the 
extraordinary ray, at the end of a given time it would have 
reached the surface of a spheroid with A as centre. As the 
various points of the wave-front A B reach the surface of the 
crystal, such spheroidal disturbances start out. And. when 
the point B of the wave- front has reached the face of the 
crystal at C, the disturbances starting from the various points 
of the face between A and C would, if acting separately, have 
reached the surfaces of spheroids, all similar and similarly 
situated, but of sizes gradually diminishing from A to C. Now, 
a plane through C normal to the pai)cr, its trace being C F, 
will touch all these ellipsoids, and this is the wave-front 
refracted into the crystal. The refracted ray is A F,®F being 
the point where the plane C F touches the spheroid' with 
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centre A ; for it is the disturbance which conies from the 
point A that produces the disturbance at F in the wave- 
front C F. 

It should be noticed that the point F is not necessarily in 
the plane containing DAand the normal to the refracting 
surface, that is, the plane of incidence. It will only be so if 
the axis of the crystal is in this plane. Thus, as a rule, the 
refracted extraordinary ray is not in the plane of incidence. 

Huyghens’s Construction. — Huyghens has given the 
following construction, which is very useful in some cases, for 
determining the position of the ray refracted from one medium 
into another : In Fig. 191, p. 262, let A C represent the trace of 
the bounding surface of two media. Let AP denote the direction 
of the ray in the upper surface incident at A. With centre A 
describe the two wave-surfaces for the two media corresponding 
to any interval of time. I-et the two curves in the figure 
denote these. At the point P, where the direction through A of 
the ray in the upper medium meets the wave-surface for that 
medium, draw the tangent ])lane to this surface, cutting the 
plane of separation of the media in a line through C. This 
j)lane will give the position of the wave-front in the first 
medium for light travelling in the direction AP. Hence the 
disturbances will all start out simultaneously into the lower 
medium from the points in the line where this plane meets the 
I)lane of separation; and therefore the corresponding plane 
wave-front in the lower medium is a plane through this line. 

Again, if the wave-front in the first medium, parallel to P C, 
has at any instant just reached A, the time that it takes to 
reach C is the same as the time that the disturbance takes to 
travel the distance A P (and in the direction A P) in the first 
medium. And this is the same as the time that it takes to 
travel from A to the seconil wave-surface in the second medium. 
Hence wHen the disttirbance is starting out from C, it has also 
just reached the second wave-surface. Thus the tangent plane 
to this wave-surface, from the line of intersection of the first 
wave-front and the plane of separation, is the second wave- 
front. And if Q is the point of contact of the second wave- 
front with the second wave-surface, A Q is the ray in the 
second medium. 

If either of the media is doubly refracting, there will be 
two sheets of the wave-surface for it; and this construction 
will give, in general, two refracted wave-fronts and tw'o re- 
fracted ifiys. 

Let us return now to the polarization of the two beams 
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of light into which a given one is split up f)y passing it through 
a rhomb of spar. 'Fhese two beams we may now call the 
ordinary and the extraordinary beam. As a rule, each of 
these, by passing through a second rhomb, will give rise U) 
two beams. If the second rhomb, has its principal plane 
parallel to that of the first, the ordinary beam gives only an 
ordinary ; and on rotating the second rhomb an extraordinary 
beam begins to appear, and the ordinary to fade away ; and 
when the principal planes are at right angles, the ordinary 
beam gives only an extraordinary. If we similarly examine 
the extraordinary beam with the second rliomb, \ve shall find 
that it gives only an ordinary when the principal planes are at 
right angles, and only an extraordinary when they are parallel, 
and both in intermediate positions. I'he two beams are seen, 
on examining them with the second rhomb, to be exactly alike, 
only that each is like the other turned about the direction of 
its proj^agation through a right angle, 'fhe ordinary beam is 
said to be polarized in the principal plane of the crystal in 
which it lies, or to have this for its plane of polari/iition ; the 
extraordinary beam is polarized in a plane at right angles to 
the principal idane. 

If a plane polarized beam of light is produced in any 
manner, we may say that its plane of polarization is the principal 
plane of a rhomb of spar in which lies the ordinary beam 
produced by the rhomb which exactly coincides both in 
direction and in polarization with the given beam. Ihit, at 
the same time, as plane polarized light may be produced by 
other methods, other i)ractical definitions may lie given of 
plane of iiolarzation. 

On account of the optical properties of the crystallographic 
axis of the sjiar, it is also called its optic axis. 

A beam of light may traverse the crystal in such a manner 
that both ordinary and extraordinary coincide! irf direction 
with the axis. In this case there is no bifurcation of the beam, 
and it emerges as ordinary light. 

There are many other crystals producing cflects on light 
similar to those of Iceland spar ; that is, dividing a beam by 
refraction into an ordinary and an extraordinary polarized 
beam. These are divided into two classes, according as the 
ordinary or the extraordinary index is the greater. 

Crystals in which /x, is less than {i., are called negative, 
or repulsive. 

Crystals in which fi^ is greater than /x„ arc called f) 08 itive, 
or attractive. 
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Those in the first class are called repulsive because the 
extraordinary seems to be repelled by the optic axis ; similarly 
for the name attractive. 

Iceland spar and (piartz are types of negative and positive 
crystals respectively. The two indices of refraction for si)ar 
and qu:irtz for sodium light, as determined by Kudberg, are 
given as follows : — 

spar. (jii.irtx. 

Ordinary ... ... 1*65850 ... 1*54418 

Extraordinary ... i *48635 ... 1*55328 

It is freipiently rcfiuircd to have a single beam of plane 
polaiized light. AVe have seen how a rhomb of Iceland spar 
may be used to produce two beams polarized in planes at 
right angles to each other. If when a single beam is required 
we use a rhomb and stop off one of the beams by means of 
an opaque screen, in order to have a pretty large beam a very 
large rhomb would be recjuired. This woiiltl be both ex- 
pensive to procure and inconvenient to use. One of the best 
devices for getting a beam of jdanc polarized light is Nicol's 
prism (commonly called a Kicol). 

Nicors Prism. — 'I'o make the prism, a rhomb of Iceland 
spar is taken with its faces those formed by natural cleavage. 
The rhomb should have two end faces, each having equal 
sides, and the other four edges longer than these. The plane 
through the two of these four which are blunt edges, and which 
is conseiiuently at right angles to the end faces, is a principal 
plane of the rhomb. The rhomb is cut in two by a plane per- 
pendicular to this print:ipal plane, and at an angle of about 2 2'' 
with the blunt edges. The faces thus formed are polished and 
cemented together again with Canada balsam, a material having 
a refractive index intermediate between the ordinary and e.x- 
traordinafy indices of the spar. 'The end faces are then cut 
down to form faces still at right angles to the principal plane, 
and about at right angles to the plane of section. 

The following geometrical construction, based on Huyghenss 
constru tion for refracted rays, and taken from Jamin’s “ Cours 
de Physique,’* explains the action of the Nicol’s prism. 

Let A 15 DC represent the plane through the two blunt 
edges, AD the trace on the paper of the plane of section, 
A X the axis of the rhomb. Suppose the incident ra} s to be 
in the principal plane A B D C. Then they will remain in 
this plaiw. With centre A describe the wave-surfaces for the 
crystal, Canada balsam, and air. The traces of these on 
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the paper will be three circles ami an ellipse. Let the circles 
meet A D in the points E, F, G. The circle through V must 
cut the ellipse, because the index of the balsam lies between 



the ordinary and extraordinary indices of the spar. ^ Consider 
an extraordinary ray in A C D. To find its direction on entering 
the balsam, from A draw a radius vector to the ellipse parallel 
to it ; from the extremity of this draw a tangent to the ellipse ; 
and from the point where this meets A D draw a tangent to 
the circle through F. The straight line joining A to the point 
of contact gives the direction of the ray in the balsam. But 
if no tangent can be drawn to the circle through F, there is no 
refraction into the balsam, but the ray is totally reflected at its 
surface. Thus if F H is drawn to touch the ellipse, A H is 
the limiting extraordinary ray that is refracted into the balsam ; 
all extraordinary rays between AH and A 1) will 8c totally 
reflected. In the same way, if F K is drawn to touch the circle 
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through E, all ordinary rays between AK and AD will be 
totally reflected at the surface of the balsam. 

Wc must next consider the paths of the rays before they 
entered AC D. Let FH and FK produced meet CA in J. 
and M. Draw N, M O tangents to the circle through G. 
'Then A N, A O arc the directions of the limiting extraordinary 
and ordinary rays in air. Kays of natural light incident on 
the face A C, in the principal plane, in any directions inter- 
mediate between A N and A O, will give rise to extraordinary 
rays that will pass through the balsam, and therefore through 
the whole i)rism j but the ordinary rays produced will be 
totally reflected at the surface of the balsam. 

Foucault’s Prism differs from Nicol’s in having a layer 
of air between the two halves instead of the balsam. With 
this arrangement the action is in principle the same. "J'he 
jirism is shorter and less expensive than Nicol’s. But the 
advantage of Nicol’s is that the beam which it transmits is 
brighter, because the index of the balsam is nearly the same 
as that of any extraordinary ray entering it, so that little light 
is lost by reflexion. 

It should be carefully remembered that in these prisms it 
is the extraordinary beam that is let through, and therefore 
the light obtained is polarized at right angles to the principal 
plane, that is, in the plane containing the two long acute edges 
of the prism. This is the polarizing plane of the prism. 

'J’he prism may be used to obtain from a beam of natural 
light a beam of plane polarized light, and then it is a polarizer. 
Or it may be used to examine the polarization of a beam. If 
a beam examined by the prism is totally plane polarized, then 
on rotating the prism round a line parallel to its long edges 
the emergent beam is greatest when the plane of polarization 
of the original beam coincides with the polarizing plane of the 
]>rism, and gradually diminishes in intensity and becomes 
extinguished w^hen these tw'o planes are at right angles. Thus 
the plane of polarization of the beam can be found. Or if 
the beam is partially polarized in some plane, that is, if it 
consists partly of plane polarized light and partly of natural 
light, by rotating the prism and noting the positions of 
maximum and minimum intensity of the emergent beam, the 
plane of polarization can be found. The prism is then an 
analyzer. 

Polarization by Tourmaline.— The crystal tourmaline 
is doubly refracting, producing an ordinary and an extra- 
ordinary beam. But it absorbs these two beams very differently. 
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Even about i millimetre thickness of it allows practically none 
of the ordinary ray to pass. So that wlieti a beam of natural 
light falls on a plate of tourmaline cut parallel to the axis, a 
beam of plane polarized light is obtained. This affords a 
vciy ready means of obtaining ])lane polarized light, 'rournia- 
line produces some absorption of the extraordinary beam as 
well ; so that with an incident beam of moderate intensity 

only a faint i)olarized 
beam is obtained. It is 
thus necessary to use 
with it a strong source 
of light. 

kochon’s Prism. — 

It is sometimes useful to 
u be able to divide a beam 
uf light into two in dif- 
1 ! ferent ilircf^tions, or to 

^ ^ form two images of an 

object. Rochon s double- 
image prism is a means of doing this. A B C, A B I) are two 
prisms of quartz or Iceland spar, with refracting angles at A and 
B equal. In AC B the axis is at riglit angles to the face A C, 
and in A BI) the axis is parallel to the edges (i)erpendicular 
to the plane of the figure). Let us suppose the i)rism made 
of quartz, in which the refractive index for an extraordinary 
ray is greater than the ordinary index. If a ray falls on the 
face A C normally at CJ, it goes along P Q without deviation and 
without division. At (^, however, on entering the i)rism A B D, 
it is doubly refracted. The ordinar) ray goes along Q R S 
^»’lthout deviation. The extraordinary ray is bent towards the 
normal to the inter-face A B at < ), since its velocity in A B D is 
less than in A B C, or its index of refraction from .A. B C.to A B I ) 
is greater than unity. Again, this ray is bent away from the 
normal on emerging at the face B 1), so that its path is T U. 
Thus the ray of natural light falling normally on the face A C 
is broken up into two polarized rays, having a definite angle 
between them. 

Wollaston’s Prism differs from Rodion’s in having the 
first prism, ABC, cut with its axis pirallel to A C. In this 
case botli rays are deviated by equal amounts and in opposite 
senses ; and the angular separation obtained is double that in 
the last case. 

Rochon’s prism is used with a telescope to detcriflinc the 
angle subtended by two distant points, as, for instance, to find 
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the angular diameter of a heavenly body. If O is the object- 
glass of the telescope, and F its principal focus, the prism is 
placed in a position, P, so as to form two contiguous images, 
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F A, A B, of the distant body. The highest point of the 
undeviated image and the lowest of the deviated image 
coincide at A. Now, let OF = J\ PF = /. Let be the 
deviation, A P F, produced by the prism, and let the required 
angle, which is ccjual to A ( ) F, be 0, Then — 

AF — J tan 0 = f tan 8. 




A scale may be fixed to the telescope for determining p; 

and the quantity may he found by making an observation 

on a body for which the value of 61 is known (as on a body of 
known height at a known distance), and o])serving the corre- 

tan 

spending value of /. Having thus found the value of 

which is the constant of the arrangement, by simply reading off 
p in any case, and multiplying by this constant, we find the 
value of tan 0. that is, practically, the value of B, 

Interference of Polarized Light. — This was investigated 
by Fresnel and Arago. l’'hey fouml that two beams of light, 
coming originally from the same source, if plane polarized in 
parallel planes, will interfere, but if in planes at right angles 
to each other, they will not interfere. These results were 
tound to be the same, whether the two beams were both 
ordinary or both extraordinary beams from Iceland spar, or 
whether one was ordinary and the other extraordinary. 

These results are what would be expected from conclusions 


already drawn with regard to the nature of light, and polarized 
light in particular. The phenomenon of interference with 
natural light indicates that light consists of vibrations, but 
shows us nothing about the direction of the vibration ; they 
might enen be longitudinal, like sound-vibrations, as far as 
this phenomenon goes. But the experiments on polarized 
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light made with rhombs of spar show that such light possesses 
dififerent properties w'ith regard to two planes through its line 
of propagation and at riglit angles to each other. Hence we 
infer that in this case the vibrations are in some definite 
diiection at right angles to the line of propagation; and that 
for light in general the vibrations are at right angles to the 
line of propagation. 'Fhe experiments on interference of 
polarized light ma)' be regarded as confirming these views, 
and showing that there is no longitudinal vibration or com- 
ponent of vibration concerned in the propagation of light, for 
in that case interference could be obtained between two beams 
from the same source polarized in planes at right angles to 
each other. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

PRESS Ei:s THEORY Oh HOUE/.E REERJCVVOW 

When a beam of natural light is broken up into two beams 
plane polarized in planes at right angles, as by a rhomb of 
Iceland spar, the intensity of each of these beams is half that 
of the given one. We must suppose that the displacement in 
the direction of vibration of an ether particle in a polarizcil 
beam is the resolute in that direction of the displacement it 
would have received if the original beam had gone on un- 
changed through the path of the polarized one. Thus two 
corresponding particles in the polarized beams have for dis- 
placements the rectangular components of a displacement in 
the original beam. And the vibrations in the polarized beams 
compound into the vibrations in the original beam. Now, the 
vibrations in abeam of natural light are eciually in all directions 
across the line of propagation. Thus the mean anijditude of 
vibrations is the same in each polarized beam ; the energy of 
the vibrations is equally divided between them, and each is of 
half the intensity of the original beam. 

Suppose a plane polarized beam to be broken up into two 
others polarized in planes making angles a and 90'^ - a with 
the plane of polarization of the original beam. Then the 
direction of vibration in the first makes angles a and 90® -a 
with those in the other two. And we can resolve a displace- 
ment in the given beam into two in the resultant beams. If 
O A denotes the amplitude of vibration in the given lieam, and 
OXf Oy are the directions of vibration in the resulting beams, 
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O M and O N, the resolutes of O A, denote the amplitudes in 
these beams. 


OM = OA cos tt ; ON = O A sin tu 

Now, the intensity of a plane polarized beam is pro- 
portional to the square of the amplitude, for the energy of 
vibration is proportional y 
to the square of the am- 
plitude. I'hus if the in- 
tensity of the given beam ^ 
is I, the intensities of the 
other two are I cos" a and 

These results may be 
verified by reference to 
the beams into which a 
plane polarized beam is 
broken up by a rhomb of spar. These two beams would be 
found to have intensities equal to 1 cos^ a and I sin^ a, except 
so far as some light is lost by reflexion on entering and 
emerging from the spar. 

The theory which is usually accepted as accounting for 
the action of crystals on light, in dividing a beam, and in 
producing polarization, is that of Fresnel. Of this theory 
we shall now give some account. 

In the case of empty space, or any ordinary transparent 
medium, such as glass, if an ether particle be displaced from its 
position of rest in any direction whatever, the force tending to 
restore it to its old position is directed towards this position, 
and is the same for a given displacement, no matter what the 
direction of the displacement. Such a medium has no proper- 
ties depending on direction ; at a given point its properties are 
the same in all directions. It is called an isotropic medium. 
A substance which has properties depending on direction is 
called anisotropic. For instance, a substance of lanellar 
structure, such as mica, is anisotropic, so is any substance 
which allows heat or electricity to pass through it more readily 
in some directions than in others. This state of things in a 
body must be carefully distinguished from heterogeneity. A 
substance is homogeneous if it possesses the same properties 
at all points, and heterogeneous if its properties vary from point 
to point. A substance is anisotropic if its properties at a 
given poi^t vary with the direction chosen through that point. 
A substance may be homogeneous and at the same time 
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anisotropic, as a crystalline body would be if of perfectly regular 
structure. Any element of the body would be exactly like 
any other element \ but in any clement the properties would 
depend on the direction, for instance, the crystal could py. 
where be more easily broken across certain definite directions 
than across others. 

A crystal of transparent substance is a body possessing 
properties that render it optically anisotropic, as a rule. It 
behaves towards light differently in different directions. For 
instance, the refractive index of a crystal is generally not con- 
stant, but depends on the direction of the ray of light traversing 
it. Thus the velocity of light through a crystal is different for 
different directions. The simplest method of explaining this 
peculiarity, in accordance with the wave theory of light, is by 
supposing that when an ether particle is displaced in a crystal 
the force called into play depends upon the direction of the 
displacement, unlike what happens in the case of glass or such 
a medium. 

The difference between the two cases may be illustrated 
by reference to a mechanical analogy. Imagine a stiff metal 
rod with one end clamped in a vice, so that by springing the 
other end it may be made to vibrate. Now, suppose, first, 
that the rod is of circular section, so that, however the free end 
is displaced, the force called into play is towards the old 
position and proportional to the displacement. If, then, the 
rod is displaced in any manner and left to vibrate, it will 
perform vibrations whose period is independent of the direc- 
tion and of the extent of the displacement. I'hesc vibrations 
of the free end would be along a straight line through the 
equilibrium or mean position. This end may, however, have 
a motion impressed upon it so that it does not move along 
such a straight line. Being then under the action of a force 
which is always directed to the mean position and proportional 
to^ the displacement from this position, it follows from the 
principles of mechanics that it will continually describe an 
ellipse about this position as centre. This is, in general, the 
way in which a particle will move when under the action 
of a restoring force proportional to its displacement, and 
directed towards its equilibrium position. When the path is 
a straight line, we may regard this as a particular case of the 
ellipse, one of the axes vanishing. 

This represents the vibrations of an ether particle in an 
isotropic medium. The particle vibrates in an elliji^. The 
path is continually changing, but a large number of vibrations 
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take place before there is appreciable change in it, as the 
experiments of Fizeau and Foucault and others who have 
counted interference bands, have shown. Thus in an isotropic 
medium, vibration of an ether particle in any given elliptical 
path can be maintained. 

Next let us suppose that the vibrating metal rod is flatter 
one way than the other, say that it is of rectangular section, 
the sides of the section being a and b, a being longer than b. 
Then if the rod be displaced in the direction of either a or 
by and let go, it will perform vibrations along a straight line 
through its mean position ; but the periods of the vibrations 
will be different in the two c<ascs, for the restoring force for 
a given displacement will be greater when the displacement 
is in the direction of a than when it is in the direction of b. 
For a displacement in any other direction, the restoring force 
will not be in the direction of the displacement, but will more 
nearly coincide with a. An elliptic vibration cannot in this 
case be maintained. The only simple vibration which can 
be maintained is a rectilinear one in the direction of either 
a or b. 

This represents what takes place when light travels through 
a crystal. In general, when an ether particle is displaced in 
a given plane wave-front, there are only two directions of 
displacement producing. restoring forces tending to the mean 
position j and these two directions in the given wave-front are 
at right angles to each other. Thus for a plane wave-front 
travelling through the crystal, and normal to a given direction, 
the only states of vibration of the ether particles are along 
straight lines parallel to one or other of two directions in 
the wave-front, and at right angles to each other. These 
are called the singular directions in the wave-front. How- 
ever, even in the case of a displacement in one of these 
directions, *the resulting force does not, as a rule, tend to 
the equilibrium position, but will be such that its component 
in the wave-front does so, and it will have another com- 
ponent along the normal to the wave-front. This latter 
component can have no effect on the propagation of disturb- 
ances through the ether, because the ether is regarded as 
being incompressible ; and if forces acting normally to the 
wave-front can transmit disturbances, these must be longi- 
tudinal, as in the- case of sound-waves, and must consist of 
compressions and dilatations of the medium. Thus the 
directions W vibration for a given wave-front in the crystal 
are such that the force called into play by a displacement 
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taking place along either of them is in the plane containing 
that displacement and the normal to the wave-front. Let us 

denote by O A 11 the 
plane of the wave- 
front, () A and O B 
being the directions 
in it in which vibra- 
tions can be main- 
tained. Let ON be 
normal to the wave- 
front. Suppose that 
a displacement along 
O A produces a force 
represented by P O ; 
PO must be in the 
plane AON. Resolve 
PO into its compo- 
nents QO and RO, 
along OA and ON. QO is the force which is effective in 
propagating the disturbances in the direction O A. 

Thus a beam of light travelling through a crystal will, 
in general, have this peculiarity distinguishing it from ordinary 
light, that the vibrations in the wave-front are always along 
straight lines parallel to a definite direction. And if an 
ordinary beam of light foils on the crystal, it will, on entering 
it, be divided into two beams, such that the vibrations in the 
wave-front of either are parallel to one of the singular direc- 
tions in that w'ave-front. Such a beam of light is called a 
plane polarized beam, the vibrations being all parallel to a 
j)lane containing the normal to the wave-front. What is called 
the plane of polarization of the beam, however, in accord- 
ance with Fresnel’s views, is a plane through the normal to the 
w»ave-front, and at ri^ht an<!^ks to the direction of vibration. 

In some crystals, such as those of cubical form, this 
breaking up of the beam is not produced, these crystals being, 
for optical purposes, isotropic. And in any crystal which 
does divide a beam, there is always one, and sometimes two, 
directions in which a beam of ordinary light may travel without 
being divided. These directions are called optic axes of the 
crystal. And a crystal is called ^uniaxal or biaxal according as 
it has one or two optic axes. 

Whenever a wave is divided by a crystal into two plane 
polarized waves, these travel through the crystal with unequal 
velocities. For the forces acting on an ether particle to 
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restore it to its equilibrium position, when it is displaced by 
a given amount from that position, are different in tlie two 
waves; that is, these restoring forces have different values 
for the two directions in which the vibrations take place. In 
other words, the effective elasticities of the ether for displace- 
ments in the two directions of vibration are different. Now, 
if a disturbance is transmitted through an elastic medium, 
the velocity, V, of the disturbance is connected with the 
density, //, of the medium and its elasticity, corresponding 
to the given sort of disturbance, by the relation — 



And, the density of the ether being the same, whichever of 
the waves through the crystal we are considering, it follows that 
the velocities of the two waves are proportional to the square 
roots of the elasticities for the corresponding displacements. 

From what has been said, it will be seen that along the 
same direction, that is, with a common normal, two different 
wave-fronts can be propagated in a crystal. These will have 
different velocities, and will be such that their vibrations are 
at right angles to each other. Therefore the planes of 
polarization of the two waves, which can travel along the 
same direction, are at right angles to each other. 

Now, the direction in which a wave-front travels in a 
medium, when the incident wave-front is given, depends upon 
the velocity with which it travels ; for the refractive index of 
the medium is the ratio of the velocity of the wave in air to that 
in the medium. Hence, for the two wave-fronts into which the 
incident one is broken up, the crystal will behave as if it had 
different refrangibilities, and they will travel in different direc- 
tions. Such a crystal is therefore called doubly refracting. 

Instead of a wave-front of disturbances falling on a crystal, 
let us suppose that a disturbance is created at a- single point. 
In the case of an isotropic homogeneous medium, this would 
travel out with equal velocities in all directions, and at the 
end of a given time would have reached all the points on 
the surface of a sphere. In the case of the anisotropic 
crystal, however, the velocities of propagation of the disturb- 
ances are different in different directions; and at the end 
of a given time the disturbance will have reached a certain 
surface. This is called the wave-surface of the crystal. 
When a •wave-front is travelling through the crystal, if we 
describe the wave-surfaces for a given interval of time, /, about 
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ail the points of the wave-front as centres, these will all be 
touched by a plane parallel to the given front, this plane being 
their envelope. This plane is the region which the disturb- 
ances in the given wave-front will have reached in the time /, 
or is the new position of the wave-front. Also, since a wave- 
front in the given position is capable of travelling with either 
of two velocities, it follows that the wave-surfaces described 
must have two plane envelopes ; thus each ot them must 
consist of two sheets. 

If we know the form of the wave-surface, we can determine 
the plane wave-fronts inside a crystal into which a given 
incident one is broken up. Suppose the wave-front A B in 



air incident on the plane face AC of a crystal. Draw the 
wave-surface with centre A, corresponding to the time taken 
by the disturbance at B to reach C. At the time when the 
wave has reached C, the disturbances from the various points 
along A C will have reached wave-surfaces enveloped by two 
planes, C P and C Q. These planes, then, are the two wave- 
fronts into which the given one has been broken up. Draw 
A N normal to the plane CP. AN is the direction in which 
the w'ave C P travels. 

The direction of the ray^ however, which passes through 
A is not AN, but AP, the straight line drawn from A to 
the point at which the plane C P meets the wave-surface 
having A as centre ; for of the disturbances in the wave-front 
C P, that at P, a point on the wave-surface with A as centre, 
is created by the disturbance at A. If a screen fie placed 
on the surface of the crystal, having a small aperture at A, 
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so as to admit only a very limited part of the wave into the 
crystal, the light admitted would travel along AP. Thus 
the ray D A undergoes double refraction, giving rise to the 
two rays A P and A Q. 

Let us consider next the form of the wave-surface found by 
Fresnel for doubly refracting crystals in general. To do this 
\vc must first consider another surface relating to the crystal, 
namely, the ellipsoid of elasticity. 

In a crystal, in general, if an ether particle is displaced, the 
restoring force is not along the line of displacement. But 
there are three directions mutually at right angles, such that 
for displacements along them the restoring forces are along 
them. These are called the crystallographic axes of the 
crystal. For a unit displacement along these three, suppose 
the restoring forces are A, B, C. These quantities arc in 
general all different In an isotropic medium they are all 
equal, and then unit displacement in any direction produces 
the same restoring force, which acts along that direction. 
For a uniaxal crystal two of these three quantities are equal, 
say B = C. Then unit displacement along any direction in 
the plane of the two directions corresponding to B and C 
produces the same restoring force, which acts along the direc- 
tion of the displacement. In this case the crystal has only 
one crystallographic axis. Consider the most general case, 
where A, B, C are all unequal Now, we must remember that 
the force produced by any displacement is the resultant of the 
forces produced by the components of that displacement ; and 
that the force produced is proportional to the displacement 
Imagine, then, a unit displacement whose components along 
the three axes are f, 7;, f. The restoring forces parallel to the 
axes are — 

. Af, B17, 

Now, the cosine of the angle between the first axis and the 
displacement is f. Hence, resolving these forces along the 
line of the displacement, the restoring force along this line is — 

A? + Bi^ + Cr. 

Now, suppose from a point O we draw three straight lines 
parallel to the axes of the crystal, and lay off along them 
lengths whose squares are inversely proportional to A, B, C, 
and construct an ellipsoid with O as centre and these lengths 
as semi-vtes. The equation of the ellipsoid will be— 

Ajc--f-B/ + Cr = K; 
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and the above expression for the restoring force along the line 
of displacement will be inversely proportional to the square of 
the radius vector of the ellipsoid in the direction of the dis- 
placement. 

The ellipsoid thus constructed is called the ellipsoid of 
elasticity of the crystal ; and it has the property that a dis- 
placement of an ether particle by a given amount in any 
direction produces a force whose resolute in that direction is 
inversely proportional to the square of the corresponding 
radius vector. 

That is, if ;* is the radius vector, the effective elasticity for 

w'ave-propagation is proportional to Or, since the velocity 

of propagation of a wave is proportional to the square root of 
the elasticity, if a plane wave has its vibrations in the direction 
of the velocity with which it travels normally to the wave- 

front is proportional to I, This is a most important property 

of the elasticity ellipsoid. 

Now, imagine a plane wave-front whose normal is ON. 
Let this wave-front cut the ellipsoid with O as centre in the 

ellipse A B C. Suppose the vibra- 
tions in the wave-front are along 
AC, so that OA is /•. Then 
for this wave to be permanently 
propagated, the force produced 
by the displacement must be in 
the plane A O .N. Now, by the 
geometry of the ellipsoid, this 
force, whose components arc 
A^, Brjy Cf, is in a plane normal 
to D B, the diameter of A BCD 
conjugate to O A. Thus the 
diameters A C, B D must be at 
right angles, or they are the axes 
of the ellipse A B C D. Hence, 
with tl e given wave- front, there can only be vibrations along 
O A or OB, the axes of the section by it of the elasticity 
ellipsoid. And the velocities with which the corresponding 
waves travel are in\ cr.scly proportional to O A and to O B. 

This shows that in a given direction two plane polarized 
beams can be propagated ; their planes of polarizatjpn being 
at right angles to each other, and their velocities different 

Now, if we take two points, P, Q, on O N, and draw planes 
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through them at right angles to O N and inversely proportional 
to O A, O B, they will be the positions at a certain instant of 
the two wave-fronts which can travel along O N ; consequently 
they will touch the wave-surface with centre O for that instant ; 
that is, the surface which would be reached at that instant by 
a disturbance starting from O. Hence this surface is found 
by drawing all the sections of the elasticity ellipsoid, laying off 
on their normals through O distances inversely proportional 
to their axes, and drawing planes at these distances from the 
sections. The surface is touched by all these planes, or is the 
envelope of them. 

The surface is symmetrical about the three rectangular 
planes containing the axes of the crystal two and two. The 


r A 
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figure repicsents the sections of onc-eighth of it by these 
three planes. It consists of two sheets, an inner and an 
outer one ; these meet at four points, such as the one, X, which 
is shown. 

There are two directions in the cr}»stal for each, of which 
there is only one velocity for the w'ave-front, and the vibrations 
may have any direction in either of these wave-fronts. For 
there are two sections through the centre of the elasticity 
ellipsoid which are circles. And any two rectangular diameters 
of one of these may be taken as axes. Hence a plane wave 
parallel fo one of these circles with vibrations in any direction 
m:.y be propagated. Also, since all diameters of the circle 
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are equal, the velocities of pro.)agation of all such waves, 
whatever be the direction of vibration, will be the same. 

The directions of propagation of these two waves, or the 
normals to the circular sections of the elasticity ellipsoid, arc 
called the optic axes of the crystal, or the axes of single- 
wave velocity. 

It is clear that only one plane normal to an optic axis can 
be drawn to touch the wave-surface on one side of the centre. 
The trace of such a plane on the plane A O C is shown by 
MN. The lines OM, OM' normal to this and a similar 
plane are the optic axes. 

We have seen that the ray corresponding to a given wave- 
front is found by joining the centre of the wave-surface to the 
point at which this is touched by the wave-front, and it must 
not be confused with the normal to the wave-front, or direction 
in which the wave-front is travelling. Now, a straight line 
through O will, in general, cut the surface in two points. 
Thus along the same direction two rays can be propagated 
with two different velocities. They correspond to two different 
wave-fronts, namely, the tangent planes at the points in which 
they meet the surface. And the vibrations in them are in two 
different directions, that is, they are polarized in different planes. 

But a straight line drawn from O to X will only meet the 
surface in one point, X. And a ray along this line can only 
have one velocity. Corresponding to this ray we can have an 
infinite number of wave-fronts. For at the point X, where the 
two sheets meet, the surface has the form of a double hollow 
cone, a depression in the outer sheet meeting a protuberance 
in the inner at this point. An infinite number of planes can 
be drawn to touch the surface at X, just as an infinite number 
of planes can be drawn all touching a double cone and passing 
through its vertex. 

NowJ any of these planes touching the surface at X can be 
taken as wave-front, and will lead to the ray O X. O X pro- 
duced backward passes through another point of the surface 
like X, and there is another such line, O X', passing through 
two points like X. The lines O X, O X' are called the axes 
of single-ray velocity. They must be carefully distinguished 
from the optic axes, or axes of single-wave velocity, 
although they are generally very close to these. The ray of 
light along O X may be polarized in a variety of different 
planes. For the plane of polarization will depend ypon the 
position of the corresponding wave-front, and we see that this 
may have an infinite number of positions. 
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There is another remarkable property of the wave-surface, 
indicating peculiar actions of the light passing through the 
crystal. The wave-front M N, corresponding to an optic 
axis, dofs not merely touch the surface in two points, but 
all round a circle. Hence corresponding to this wave-front 
there is an infinite number of rays in the crystal, namely, all 
those from O to the various points of the circle of contact of 
M N. And the disturbances reaching any point of this circle 
from O, just as those reaching any other point of the wave- 
surface, are in a definite direction. Thus the rays in the 
hollow cone of light O M N, corresponding to the wave-front 
M N, are polarized rays. 

'Fhese two properties of the wave-surface, namely, its pos- 
sessing a single ray corresponding to an assemblage of wave- 
fronts, and a single wave-front corresponding to an assemblage 
of rays, lead to two remarkable phenomena, which we shall 
now consider. 

External Conical Refraction. — Suppose GO' is an 
axis of single-ray velocity in a biaxal crystal A B C D If a 
plane polarired ray 
travels dong 0 O' in 
the crystal, there will 
be a definite wave-front 
corresponding to it, one 
of the infinite number 
of tangent-planes at X 
to the wave-surface, the 
one corresponding to 
the given ray depending 
on the plane in which 
the ray is polarized. To 
find the, emergent ray 
we must take the line 
in which the wave-front 
meets the face C D of 
the crystal, and through it draw the tangent-plane to the 
spherical wave-surface for air with centre O'. . Then the 
emergent ray is along the line joining O' to the point of contact 
Thus if we have rays along O O' polarized in all planes through 
O O', that is, having for wave-fronts all the tangent-planes at 
X, the emergent rays will have an infinite variety of directions, 
and will form a hollow cone, O M' N'. Now, the emergent ray 
O' M' is^lane polarized. If the crystal is a plate, and M O is 
parallel to O' M', a ray along M O, polarized in the same plane 
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as the ray O' M', will give rise to the ray 0 O' in the crystal 
and the emergent ray O' M'. And a ray of natural light along 
M O will give rise to these and a plane polarized ray in the 
crystal in some other direction. That is, this common ray will 
be doubly refracted, one ray going along O O'. If, then, a con- 
verging beam of light be concentrated to O, this beam including 
rays in all the directions such as O' M' formed for the emergent 
rays from O, and if a screen be placed on the other side of the 
crystal with an aperture at O', a hollow cone of plane polarized 
rays will proceed from O'. 

Internal Conical Refraction.— Suppose that, with such 
a plate of crystal as that just used, an incident ray, L O, is 

produced, by means of apertures 
in screens A B, E F, in such a 
direction as to give the refracted 
wave-front which touches the 
wave-surface along a circle. Then, 
if there is in L O light polarized 
in all planes through L O, or if 
the light is natural light, there 
will be rays refracted from O to 
all the points of contact of this 
wave-front with the wave-surface. 
That is, a hollow cone of light 
will proceed from O into the crystal, and the rays in this cone 
will be plane polarized. The rays of light emerging from the 
crystal will all be parallel to LO, that is, they will form a 
hollow cylinder. And if they are allowed to fall on a screen, 
G H, they will produce a ring of light of size independent of 
the distance of the screen from the crystal. 

These two phenomena, called respectively external and 
internal conical refraction, were predicted by Sir William 
Hamilton as consequences of Fresners theory. They were 
discovered experimentally by Dr. IJoyd in a plate of .aragonite, 
cut with its faces normal to the line bisecting the acute angle 
between the optic axes. 

In the case of external conical refraction, Lloyd found that 
the axis of the emergent cone made an angle of 15° 25' with 
the normal to the plate, and had a vertical angle of 2° 59'. 
Calculation gave for these angles 15” 58' and 3® i'. 

In the case of internal conical refraction, the angle of 
incidence of the ray LO was 15® 40', and the angle of the 
interior cone 1® 50'- Calculation gave for these angles 15® 19' 
and I® 55'. 
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It was tound, too, that the rays, in emerging from the 
crystal, were plane polarized in the manner indicated by 
theory. 

These two phenomena of conical refraction have been 
considered to afford a good verification of Fresnel’s theory. 
But Professor Stokes has pointed out that other theories of 
double refraction would give rise to the same form of wave- 
surface, and lead to the same phenomena as consequences 
Thus they cannot decide in favour of Fresnel’s particular 
theory. 

External conical refraction depends upon there being two 
directions for a ray, each corresponding to an infinite number 
of wave-fronts, namely, the axes of single-ray velocity. These 
axes are sometimes called the axes of external conical refraction. 

Internal conical refraction depends upon there being two 
directions of propagation of a wave-front, each corresponding 
to an infinite number of rays, namely, the optic mces, or axes 
of single-wave velocity. These axes are sometimes called the 
axes ^ internal conical refraction. 

Let O A represent the axis of a uniaxal crystal. Along the 
direction OC two waves can be propagated — one with the 
same velocity for all posi- 
tions of O C, which is said 
to be polarized in the plane 
A O C ; and another with 
velocity depending on the 
position of O C, which is said ® fig i 6 ^ 

to be polarized in a plane at 

right angles to A O C. In one of these waves the vibrations 
are in the plane A O C, and in the other at right angles to 
A O C ; and w’e have to determine in what direction are the 
vibrations for each wave. The vibrations at right angles 
to A O C are normal to the axis, and are therefore such as 
to give the same elasticity of the ether for all positions of 
O C, and the same velocity for the wave. But a displacement 
in the plane A O C and normal to O C gives rise to an effective 
component of force in its direction, which depends on the 
inclination of OC to the axis. Thus of the two waves 
travelling along O C, the one whose vibrations are at right 
angles to A O C travels always with^ the same velocity for all 
directions of O C, and that whose vibrations are in the plane 
A O C has a velocity depending on the position of O C. The 
first is, •then, the ordinary and the other the extraordinary 
wave. But these are said to be polarized, respectively, in and 




270 


Light. 

perpendicular to the principal plane A O C. It follows that, 
according to the theory of Fresnel, we must suppose the ether- 
vibrations in a plane polarized wave to be at ri^/it angles to the 
plane of polarization. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

POLARIZATION BY REFLEXION AND REFRACTION 
ELLIPTIC POLARIZATION 

Double refraction is not the only method of producing plane 
polarized light. It was discovered by Malus that light may 
be plane polarized by reflexion at the surface of glass. The 
polarization produced in this manner is in general only partial. 
With a given reflecting substance the degree of polarization 
depends upon the angle of incidence. The angle of incidence 
giving the most complete polarization is called the polarizing 
angle. Brewster found that, if i is the polarizing angle and 
/I the index of refraction of the substance, then tan / = /yu The 
plane in which the light is polarized is the plane of incidence 
or the plane of reflexion. This may be proved by testing the 
reflected beam with a rhomb of spar or a NicoPs prism. Using 
a Nicol in the path of the beam, the light has a maximum of 
intensity when the principal plane is at right angles to the 
plane of reflexion, and a minimum when the principal plane 
coincides with the plane of reflexion. But the light admitted 
by the Nicol is polarized in a plane at right angles to the 
principal plane. Thus the reflected light is polarized in the 
plane of reflexion. 

It appears that we may give this practical definition of the 
plane of polarization of a plane polarized beam ; It is tlie plane 
in which a beam must be reflected so as to be polarized by 
reflexion and to coincide both in position and in polarization 
with the given beam. 

Brewster’s law, tan / = /a, may be put into another form. 
For let r be the angle of refraction corresponding to i. Then — 


sin /• = cos /. 

c i + r - 90^ 

But I is also the angle of reflexion. Thus the refleefed and 
refracted, rays are at right angles to each other. 
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JamiD has shown that for most transparent substances there 
is no angle of incidence which will give complete plane 
polarization of the reflected beam, as was thought by Brewster. 
It is only those substances which have a refractive index of 
about 1-46 that can produce complete plane polarization by 
reflexion. 

When a beam of light falls on the reflecting surface of a 
transparent medium, a portion will be refracted. This refracted 
beam is also partially plane polarized, its plane of polarization 
being at right angles to the plane of refraction. 

Pile of Plates. — To obtain a beam of light polarized by 
reflexion, instead of using a single reflecting surface of a 
transparent medium, a better plan is to use a number of thin 
glass plates piled together, and let a beam of natural light fall 
on them at the polarizing angle. The component vibrations 
across the plane of reflexion (that is, giving light polarized in 
the plane of reflexion) arc not completely reflected at the first 
surface, so that the beam of polarized light reflected from this 
surface alone is faint. But more of these vibrations will be 
reflected from the other surfaces, both front and back, of the 
plates, and the light falls on each surface at the polarizing 
angle. Thus a bright beam of reflected light polarized in the 
plane of reflexion is obtained. 

The light refracted through the first plate is partially 
polarized in a plane at right angles to the plane of refraction. 
But on refraction through the successive plates the components 
of vibration in this plane are more and more completely cut 
out, being reflected. And thus by using several plates the 
transmitted light is more completely polarized. 

This arrangement, called a pile of plates, is a very useful 
means of obtaining a beam of plane polarized light : it is 
generally used to polarize light by reflexion. The polarization 
produced by it is almost complete even for angles of incidence 
differing considerably from the polarizing angle., 

Fresnel has given a theory of the reflexion and refraction 
of polarized light, of which we shall now give a sketch. 

Imagine a beam of light falling at an angle of incidence 
i on the surface of a transparent medium, and travelling with 
velocity v. Suppose it gives rise to a reflected beam, which 
will be reflected at an angle /, and will travel with velocity v, 
and a refracted beam, refracted at an angle r, and travelling 
with velocity zl. Now, suppose that the amplitudes of the ether- 
vibration%in these three beams are equal, respectively, to 
a, b, c. We shall first find a relation between these quantities 
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by observing that the energy of the incident beam is transferred 
to the other two beams. 

Suppose a particle to be vibrating in simple harmonic 
motion under the action of a force tending to its mean position, 
and proportional to its displacement. The energy associated 
with the particle will be, as a rule, partly potential, due to its 
displacement, and partly kinetic, due to its velocity. The 
entire energy may be estimated by finding what it is when it is 
all potential, that is, when the particle is at the extremity of its 
swing, or when it is all kinetic, that is, when the particle is 
passing through its mean position. Now, if the period be 
given, the velocity in the mean position is propDrtional to the 
amplitude. 

In the case of light of a given quality partly reflected and 
partly refracted at a surface, the vibration-periods are every- 
where the same. Thus if p, p be the ether-densities in the 
two media, the energies per unit volume in the incident, 
reflected, and refracted beams are proportional to pa®, p^®, p'^. 

But we have still to consider what volumes in the reflected 
and refracted beams receive the energy from a given volume 
of the incident. 

Let the incident, reflected, and refracted beams be repre- 
sented by C A D B, P: A F B, A G B H. Let A C, A E, A ( 
be taken proportional to r/, z/, v\ 



All the energy in the space C A Ji D will, when the dis- 
turbances at C, D have just reached A, B, be transferred to 
the spaces A B F £, A G H B. The breadths of thes^ spaces, 
tak en normally to A C, A K, A G in the figure, are A B cos /, 
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A B cos A B cos r. And their breadths across the figure 
are equal. Thus, the volumes are proportional to v cos 
V cos /, v' cos r. And the equation of energy is— 


or — 


p(^v cos i = pPv cos i + pW cos r, 
— lt)r cos i = pW cos r. 


And — 

^ 

V ^ ^ sin r 

p(/i‘“ — tr) sin i cos i = p'r sin r cos 


Now, Fresnel makes the assumption that the elasticities in 
the two media are the same. Thus— 


p sin- / 

P sin- ;•* 


And FresneVs energy equation is — 

(rt® — sin r cos i - r sin / cos r, 


or — 


{iv — //-) tan /• = r tan /. 


Fresnel proceeds on the further hypothesis that there is 
no slipping between the ether particles, or that the velocities 
and displacements of two contiguous ones are always practically 
the same. Consider two such particles on opposite sides of 
the surface. At any instant the component of displacement 
parallel to the surface of the particle in the first medium, due 
to the incident and reflected waves together, must be equal ^ 
to the same component, for the particle in the second medium 
is due to the refracted wave. 

The still further assumption is necessary that at the surface 
of separation the phases of the vibrations in the three waves 
are always equal. Thus the maximum displacements for the 
three sets of vibrations occur at the same instant. But the 
particle on one side of the surface undergoes displacements 
for the incident and reflected waves, and that on the other 
side undergoes a displacement for the refracted wave. Thus 
the sum of the resolutes of a and b parallel to the surface 
must be equal to that of c. 

We shall consider the cases of an incident beam of light 
polarized (i) in, (2) perpendicular to, the plane of incidence; 
and determine the intensities, according to Fresnel’s theory, 
of the reflected and refracted waves in each case. A natural 
beam of light, incident on the sur£ice of a transparent medium, 
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2(1 = c 


may be considered as having vibrations compounded of these 
two plane polarized beams. 

Light polarized in Plane of Incidence. — The dis- 
placements i 7 j by c arc all parallel to the plane, so that we 
have here — 

+ /» = r, 

and (/r — A-) tan = r tan / ; 
by division {a — i*) tan r •=^ c tan /. 

, tan / 

(1 ^ b = c 

tan r 

By addition with the first w'e get — 
tan i -f tan r 
tan ;* 

__ sin (/ + r) 

~ " sin r cos /’ 
cos i sin r 

C ^ 2(1 . , . , .. 

sin (/ -f- r) 

, sin (/ — r) 

// = r - - <7 . ; . , 

sm (/ + r) 

Light polarized at Right Angles to Plane of Inci- 
dence. — The resolved parts of A, c parallel to the surface 
are a cos /, b cos /, c cos r. Thus w e get — 

(7/ + b) cos i - c cos r, 
and (<r — A*) tan r = r tan i ; 

.•. (a — b) sin r - c sin /. 


Or— 


+ A = 

and a b = c 
\ 2(1 = € 

€ = 2a 


cos r 
cos i 
sin 

sin /' ^ 

^s r sin ;* + cos / sin / 
cos i sin r 
cos i sin r 

sin (/ + r) cos (/ — r)* 
sin / 


b = (I ^ c' 

sm r 

2 sin ; 
sm {i r) i 

sin r cos r — sin / cos t • 
sin (/ + r) cos (/ — r) 




n i cos i I 
r) cos (/ — /•) J 


=■ a 
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— — sin (/ — r) cos (/ + r ) 
sin {t + r) cos (/ — r) 
tan (i — r) 
tan (/ + r) 

AVe infer from the expression for b in this case, that if 
the incident light is polarized at right angles to the plane 
of incidence, and / + = 90’, there is no reflected light. 
Or, if the incident light is natural, and / + = 90^ there is 
no component of vibration in the plane of incidence reflected ; 
or the reflected light is polarized in the plane of reflexion. 
Thus FresneVs theory leads to Brewster’s law. 

Referring to the two expressions for c, we see that that 
which refers to light polarized at right angles to the plane 
of incidence is always greater than the other. Thus there 
will always be an excess of light polarized at right angles to 
the plane of refraction in the transmitted beam arising from 
a natural incident beam. 

If light, passing through the denser of two media, is 
incident on their surface of separation at an angle greater 
than the critical angle, there is no refracted ray, all the light 
is internally reflected The angle r is in this case imaginary. 
And the values of b, if worked out in terms of i and /ix, will 
both be imaginary. Now, these values of b were found on 
the assumption that there is no difference of phase at the 
surface between the incident and reflected beams. Fresnel 
supposed that the imaginary values indicated a difference of 
phase between the vibrations at the reflecting surface in the 
incident and reflected waves. Further, the phase-differences 
introduced in the two cases, where the vibrations are across 
and in the plane of incidence, may be different from each 
other. If this is so, a plane polarized beam reflected in this 
way will not, as a rule, give rise to a plane polarized beam ; 
for it may be resolved into two, the vibrations in which are, 
respectively, in and across the plane of incidence. Thus 
the motion of a particle in the reflected beam will be com- 
pounded of two vibrations in directions at right angles to 
each other, and, in general, differing in phase ; and these will 
not give rise to motion in a straight line. 

Elliptically Polarized Light. — This leads us to con- 
sider another manner in which light may be polarized. Suppose 
a particle to have two independent simple harmonic motions 
along tw<f straight lines at right angles to each other, the 
periods being the same, but the phases different. If x^y are 
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the distances of the particle at any instant from its mean 
positioiii measured parallel to the two directions, we have 

X = a sin o>/, 

^ sin (,«/ + 8) ; 

where 8 is the given difference of phase-angle for the two 
vibrations, or — is the phase-difference, and -- is the period 

27 r <*> 

of each vibration, h'rom the equations we get — 


i = sin o)/ cos 8 + cos W sin 8, 
b 

or — 

— -7 COS S = sin" S. 

a- lib ^ b^ 

'riiis is the equation of an ellipse having the mean position 
of the particle as centre. Thus this ellipse is the path ilcscribeii 
by the particle. 

If 8 is or the phase-difference is the ellipse has for 
equation — 


and its axes are parallel to the directions of the given com- 
ponent vibrations. 

If 8 is o or or the phase-difference is o or the equation 
becomes — 


or — 


a 


y 

h 


o, 


b 


o. 


I'hus in each of these cases the path of the particle is a 
straight line. 

When in a beam of light all the ether particles vibrate 
in ellipses whose axes have definite directions and a definite 
ratio, the light is said to be elliptically polarized. We 
shall see how such a beam may be produced in pmctice. If 
onf' of the axes of the ellipse becomes zero, the light becomes 
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plane polarized as a special case. If the axes of the ellipse 
are equal, so that the ellipse is a circle, the light is said to be 

circularly polarized. 

FresneVs Rhomb is a rhomb made of St. Gobain glass, 
which has refractive index about i *5 ; in the figure, A B C D 
denotes a section. A ray of light, L M N P, 
falling normally on the face A B, is twice 
internally reflected at M and N, and emerges ^ , 
at P. The angles of internal incidence and 

reflection are made to be 55°. Then at \ 5 

each of the points M and N a phase- V \ 
difference of ^ is introduced between the \ 

vibrations in, and at right angles to, the 
plane of incidence ; and on the whole a \ ^ 

phase-difference of \ is produced. \ fv 

If the incident light is plane polarized \ \ 

in any plane, the vibrations may be con- \ \ 

sidered as compounded of two sets, in and d ^ ^ 

at right angles to the plane of the figure. 

In the emergent ray these vibrations differ ' 

in phase by and the result is elliptically 
polarized light. If in particular the plane fic. 198 . 
of polarization of the incident light is at 
45° to the plane L M N P, the emergent ray is circularly 
polarized. If this emergent ray be examined by means of a 
Nicol, it will give rise to a beam of the same intensity in all 
positions of the Nicol, and will in this respect resemble natural 
light. But if it is passed through another such rhomb in the 
same way, the circular vibration* is decomposed into two, in 
and across the plane of internal incidence, having a phase- 
difference of and a further phase-difference of ^ is intro- 
duced by the second rhomb; so that the ray emerges as a 
plane polfirized ray, the plane of polarization making an angle 
of 45® with the plane of incidence inside the second rhomb, as 
may be shown with a Nicol. Fresnel’s rhomb is then a means 
of producing, or of detecting, when used with a Nicol, circularly 
polarized light. 

Suppose the plane of polarization of the light falling on the 
rhomb makes any angle (different from o®, 45®, or 90®) with 
the plane of incidence in the rhomb. Let this angle be a. 
Then, according to Fresnel’s theory, the direction of the vibra- 
tions mal(ps an angle, ~ — a, with the plane of incidence. Let 
a be the amplitude of a vibration. This gives rise to vibrations 
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of amplitudes a sin a and a cos a in and at right angles to the 
plane of incidence in the rhomb. These, on emerging from 
the rhomb, have a phase-diflerence of Thus we get ellipti- 
caHy polarized light. The axes of the ellipse are in and at 
right angles to the pl ine of incidence, and their ratio is tan 
If this light be examined by a Nicol, it will give rise to a beam 
of varying intensity, the maximum and minimum of intensity 
being obtained with the principal plane of the Nicol in the two 
positions parallel to the axes of the ellipse. In this respect a 
beam of elliptically polarized light resembles a beam of partially 
j)lane polarized light, that is, a beam consisting of a mixture of 
natural light and plane polarized light, such as may be obtained 
by reflexion at the surface of glass. But if the elliptically 
polarized beam be sent through another Fresnel's rhomb, so 
that the planes of incidence in the two shall coincide, another 
phase-difference of \ between the two component vibrations 
will be introduced, and the emergent beam will be plane 
polarized. Thus with h^resnel's rhomb we can produce, or, 
with a Nicol as well, detect, elliptically polarized light. If a 
beani of light is elliptically polarized, we may find, by trial, 
positions for the rhomb and the Nicol which will entirely 
C]uench the beam. Then the position of the rhomb shows the 
positions of the axes of the ellipse ; and the position of the 
Nicol with refererice to the rhomb gives the ratio of the axes. 
For if the axes of the ellipse are a and />, the resulting retilinear 
vibration will make an angle, 0, with the former of these, such 

that tan = -. And the principal plane of the Nicol must 

beam^*^^^^^^ direction of this vibration to quench the 


Ilouble refraction is another means that may be used for 
producing circular or elliptic polarization. Imagine a plate of 
a uniaxal doubly refracting crystal cut parallel to its axis, 
uppose a bemn of plane polarized monochromatic light to fall 
normally on this plate. A vibration is broken up into two, in 
an acioss the principal jdane of the crystal which is parallel 

vil>rations will travel through the 
plate with different velocities. If the thickness of the plate is 
rejractive indices, the optical distances 
ihrougli the plate for the two vibrations are ea, and ear, that 
respectively, in the same phases as^if they 
duL rtS distances in air. Thus the plate intro 
efii' retardation between the rays of amount 

^ /*«)• And there wiU be a phase-difference between the 
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vibrations on emergence 


of amount 


Thus, in 


general, the light emerging from the plate is elliptically 
polarized. If, however, is any multiple of X, the 

vibrations emerge in the same phase, and the light is still 
plane polarized in the same plane as on incidence; and if 

^ = ;/ X + the phase-difference on emergence is 


i and the light on emergence is again plane polarized, but 
now in a different plane. For, let O A denote the trace of the 
jirincipal plane on the 
j)lane of the figure. The 
vibration of amplitude 
O P resolves into the 
two O N, O M. On 
emergence the phase of 
C) M is changed by 
relatively 10 C) N. Thus 
the emergent vibrations 
arc ON, O L, which 
compound into O Q, 
which is equal in magnitude to O P, and such that the angles 
A O P, A O Q are cctual. 'Fhus the planes of polarization on 
incidence and emergence make equal angles with the principal 
plane on opposite sides of it. 

fi„) = the phase-difference introduced is and 

then we get elliptic polarization wdth the axes of the ellipses of 
vibration parallel and perjicndicular to the axis of the crystal. 
The plate is then called a quarter-wave plate. Such a 
plate is of frequent use in physical optics; it is generally 
made of mica, for which is greater than /v or which is a 
negative crystal. The necessary thickness of the mica plate 
when used with sodium light is about 0*032 mm.* It may be 
used, in particular, to produce circularly polarized light by 
passing through it a beam of light polarized in a plane at 45*^ 
to its optic axis. 

Again, if a quarter-wave plate is interposed, normally, in 
the path of a circularly polarized beam, it will convert it into a 
plane polarized one. Or, if it be placed to receive an ellipti- 
cally polarized beam with its axis parallel to an axis of the 
ellipse, ^t will convert it into a plane polarized beam. Thus 
with the use of the plate and a Nicol, we can find whether light 
is elliptically polarized, and the positions and ratio of the axes 
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of the ellipse. Wc would first find whether a position can be 
found for the plate such that in some position of the Nicol the 
light is quenched. If this is so, the light is polarized in some 
manner ; and the position of the plate gives the positions of 
the axes of the ellipscii of vibration ; plane and circular polari- 
zation being particular cases of elliptic. Next observe the 
position of the Nicol relatively to the plate, when the light is 
quenched. This gives the ratio of the axes of the ellipse as 
the tangent of the angle of inclination of principal planes of 
plate and Nicol. If the polarization is circular, of course any 
position of the plate will do ; any two rectangular directions 
normal to the beam may be regarded as the directions of the 
axes of the ellipses of vibration. 

For use with white light a quarter-wave plate is not so 
good as a Fresnel’s rhomb, for the phase-difference introduced 
by the plate varies with the quality of the light. A plate 
which is a quarter-wave plate for one wave-length will not be 
so for all others; it could only be so if the difference of 
indices, /a^. — were proportional to A. Fresnel’s rhomb is 
better for use with white light, since it introduces nearly the 
same phase-difference, ], for light of all wave-lengths. 

Babinet’s Compensator. — A B C, B C D are two quartz 
wedges, having their angles at B and C ecjual and very small. 

They are put together 
J as in the figure, to form 
a plate. In both wedges 
■jj the axes of the crystal 
Fm aw. are parallel to the faces 

. A B, C D of the plate, 

but in A B C the axis is parallel to the plane of the figure, 
or perpendicular to the edge B ; and in B C D it is at right 
angles to the plane of the figure, or parallel to the edge C. 
If a ray of light enters the compensator normally at 'the face 
A B, it is broken up into an ordinary and an extraordinary 
plane polarized ray in the wedge ABC. On entering the 
wedge B C 1), these will become res|iectively the extraordi- 
nary and the ordinary ray, and the entire amount of relative 
retordation between the two rays will be proportional to the 
ainerence of the thicknesses of the two wedges through 
which they have passed. Let denote the ordinary and 
extraordinary indices of quartz, and suppose that the ray has 
passed through ihe compensator at a place where the thick- 
ness^ of the wedges are e and tf'. By the first wedge a relative 
reta aation, e(jA^ — /x^), is introduced of the extraordinary 
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on the ordinary ray; and by the second a relative retarda- 
tion, — — /Ao). Thus the entire relative retardation is 

{e - (/*, - /*.). 

Jamin has employed this apparatus for the study of 
elliptically polarized light. In his instrument the lower wedge 
is hxed, and the other can be moved by means of a micro- 
meter screw parallel to its axis. There is a fixed cross-wire 
set parallel to the axis of the fixed wedge. 

If a beam of plane polarized light falls normally on the 
compensator, the light emerging from O, where the thicknesses 
of the wedges are equal, will be plane polarized and in the 
same plane as at incidence, for there is no relative retardation 
between the component vibrations. Also at certain other 
points, L, M, N, P, etc, where the relative retardation is a 
multiple of X, the polarization will not be changed. At the 
points midway between these, the phase-difference of the 
vibrations will be and the emergent light will be plane 
polarized, but in a plane making the same angle on one side 
of that of the figure as the plane of polarization does on the 
other. Thus there will be a series of parallel and equidistant 
straight lines across the compensator, such that the light 
emerging from them is plane polarized, the light coming from 
all the alternate ones being polarized in one plane, and that 
coming from the others in a plane inclined at 2a to this 
plane, where a is the angle between the plane of polarization 
of the incident light and the axis of the upper wedge. 

At all intermediate points a phase-difference which is not 
a multiple of will be produced ; so that the light coming 
from such points will be elliptically polarized. 

Now', let the compensator be viewed by a Nicol set so as 
to quench the light it would receive if the compensator were 
removed A series of equidistant dark bands will be seen 
at the points where the phase-differences produced are 
o, I, 2, • . . The points between them will be of variable 
brightness ; and the greatest brightness will be obtained 
between the dark bands if the plane of poLirization of the 
incident light makes an angle of 45° with the axis of each 
wedge. As the upper wedge is moved by the micrometer 
screw, the phase-difference of the vibrations proceeding from 
any point of the field is changed by an amount proportional 
to the displacement. The phase-difference intr^uced by a 
given displacement can be found in this way : First turn the 
micrometer screw till a dark band comes under the cross-wire. 
Then observe the amount of motion necessary to bring the 
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next band under the wire. During this motion the phase- 
difference of the component vibrations coming from the points 
under the wire has gradually changed from o to i. Let the 
displacement be d. Thus a displacement .v will produce a 

phase-difference at any point of the field equal to f, in addition 

to that already existing at the given point. 

To examine a beam of elliptically polarized light with the 
compensator, set it so as to produce no phase-difference under 
the wire, or, as we may say, in its zero position. Place it in 
the path of the beam, and observe it with a Nicol. 'fhe 

different parts of the compen- 
sator introduce different amounts 
C of phase -difference between the 
components of vibration passing 
through it ; and at certain points 
the ])hase-difference in the ellip- 
tic vibration will be just cut out, 
and the light reduced to plane 
polarized light. Thus if O A, 
O B denote the component vibra- 
lions, the compensator will reduce 
these to the rectilinear vibration O C. The direction of O C 
may be found by turning the analyzing Nicol till the dark 
bands are blackest ; then its principal section is at right angles 
to OC. 

To find the phase-difference between O A and O B in the 
elliptic vibration, turn the micrometer screw till the dark band 
nearest the wire is brought under the wire. This introduces 
a phase-difference under the wire which just annuls the phase- 
difference required ; and so this is measured by the amount of 
the displacement. 

Or, to find the position and ratio of the axes of the ellipse 
of vibration, we may operate as follows : If the compensator 
is set so that the axes of the wedges are parallel to the axes 
of the ellipse, the phase-difference of component vibrations on 
incidence is |. Now set the compensator so as to introduce 
a phase-difference of \ under the wire, by moving the upper 

wedge through a distance - from the zero position. Place it 
^4 

m the path of the light, and turn it till, on looking at it through 
the analyzer, a dark band is seen under the wir^ In this 
podtioD, then, plane polarized light is produced, and the full 
phase-difference is o or i. The phase-difference on incidence 



Colours produced by Double Refraction. 283 

is and the axes of the compensator are parallel to those 
of the ellipse. Turn the analyzer till the bands are at their 
blackest ; then its principal section is at right angles to the 
rectilinear vibrations coming from the points at which black 
bands are seen. Thus if the axes of the ellipse are a and b, 
and the principal section makes an angle, 0, with the axis a, 

tan 6 = 

b 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

COLOURS JRODUC/CD RY DOURLE REFRACTIORT. 

Parallel Light. 

Suppose a parallel beam of monochromatic plane polarized 
light to fall normally on a plate of doubly refracting crystal, 
and to be viewed on 
emergence with an analy- 
zer. To consider the effect 
produced. 

Let OP denote the 
direction of the vibrations 
in the incident beam ; O X, 

O Y, the directions of the 
vibrations in the crystal ; 
and OA the direction of 
vibration in the analyzer. 

'Fhus if the polarizer and 
analyzer are Nicols, () P 
and O A will be parallel to their principal planes. Let the 
angles X O P, X O A be denoted by o and Denote the 
incident 'vibration by a sin wA This resolves into the two 
vibrations along O X, O Y — , 

a cos a sin o)/ ; a sin a sin cu/. 

On emergence from the crystal these vibrations will differ 
in phase, on account of having travelled through the crystal 
with different velocities. Let the difference of phase-angle 
be 8. Then the vibrations are— 

a cos tt sin w/ ; a sin a sin (w/ + 8). 

On entering the analyzer, these give rise, in the direction 
O A, to Ihe vibrations — 

a cos a cos ^ sin W ; a sin a sin /8 sin ( 01 / -f 8). . 
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Thus the vibration along OA, which is got by simply 
adding these two, is— 

rt(cos a cos ^ + sin a sin cos 8 ) sin wt + a sin a sin /i sin 8 cos 0)4 

This may be written— 

A sin (o)/ + c), 

whereA®=tJ®{(cosacosi8+sinasini8cos8)--l-(sinasin^sin8)“}, 

sin a sin p sin 8 __ 

and tan c — jS + sin a sin cos 8 

The intensity of the light transmitted through the analyzer 
may be denoted by A“, that is — 
rt®{(cos a cos jS + sin a sin p cos 8 )= + sin® a sin®/3 sin® 8 }, 

or — • 

^ 1 ® {cos® a cos® p + sin® a sin® ^ + 2 cos a sin a cos p sin p cos 8 } , 
or — 

ir { (cos a cos P + sin a sin /?)® — 2 cos a sin a cos ^ sin ^ ( i — cos 8) } , 
or — 

a* |cos® (a - ) 8 ) - sin 2 a sin 2^8 s'n® 

For light of a given colour 8 has a definite value, but 
varies in passing from one colour to another. Thus different 
proportions of lights of various colours pass through the 
combination. 

If the incident light is white (or any mixed light), the 
light transmitted through the analyzer may be denoted by — 

cos® (a — p)'S,(i — sin 2 a sin 2)82 ^ (r sin® - ^ . 

The first term denotes white light, supposing the incident 
light white, the intensities of the constituent colours repre- 
sented in^it occurring in the same relative proportions as in 
the incident light. The second term denotes these constituent 
colours occurring in different relative proportions from those 
in the incident light. Hence the light transmitted through 
the analyzer will generally be coloured. 

However a and p be varied, the formula shows that the 
transmitted light is always composed of white light together 
with a mixture in definite relative proportions of the constituent 
colours ; or else of white light from which such a mixture 
is taken away. Hence if the polarizer, or analyzer? or both, 
be lOtated, the emergent beam always has one or other of 
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two definite tints which are complementary to each other, 
'riie purity of the colour of the emergent light, however, that 
is, the admixture with white light, varies. 

If the analyzer be rotated from a given position through 
a right angle, the formula for the emergent light is found by 

writing, instead of a, a + and is — 

sin- (a — + sin 2a sin 2)82 ^ a" sin® ^ ^ . 

Thus the light now obtained is complementary to that in 
the former position, or, if combined with it, would produce 
white light. 

These two emergent beams may be obtained simultaneously 
by means of a double-image rhomb. On rotating the rhomb, 
the changes in the tw'o beams are noticed ; but they are always 
complementary ; and if they partly overlap, the portion com- 
mon to the two will be always white. 

If a or )8 is equal to 0° or 90°, that is, if the plane of 
polarization of polarizer or analyzer is parallel to one of the 
planes of polarization in the crystal, the second term disappears, 
and there is no colouring of the emergent beam. 


Colours produced in Convergent Plane Polarized 
Light. 

We now come to consider another method by which 
colouring may be produced with a crystalline plate, a pola- 
rizer, and an analyzer. Suppose a beam of plane polarized 
light be made to converge, by means of a convex lens, to a 



focus, and there to pass through a crystalline plate. Any ray, 
such as \ B, will be broken up into two by double refraction ; 
and the phase-difference introduced between the two will 
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depend^ with a given plate, upon the position of the ray A B, 
that is, upon its inclination to the normal to the plate, and 
upon the particular plane through the normal in which it lies ; 
for these data determine the position of the ray with reference 
to the optic axis or axes of the crystal. 

The light diverging from the plate is now made to converge 
again by a lens, or system of lenses, and passed through an 
analyzer. The light issuing from the analyzer in various 
directions will show various colours according to the phase- 
differences introduced by the plate. 

The apparatus used for studying these effects may be 
designed for showing them by direct vision, the eye being 
turned towards the analyzer, and receiving rays coming from 
it along various directions, and which have passed through the 
plate at various inclinations. Or the apparatus may be made 
to show the effects by projection on a screen. Then a strong 
light must be used. The rays, passing through the plate at 
various inclinations, leave the apparatus at various inclinations, 
and meet the screen at different points. Thus to any point of 

the screen correspond rays 
that have passed through 
the ))latc in a definite 
manner ; and a pattern is 
produced. 

Uniaxal Crystal 
cut Perpendicular to 
-p Axis. — Let the plane of 
the figure be one face of 
the crystal. Let O P be 
the direction of the vibrations in the polarizer, and OA 
that of the vibrations in the analyzer. Let O L be the trace 
’of the plane containing the normal to the plate and an 
incident ray. 

If O L coincides with O P, or is perpendicular to O P, the 
vibrations of the incident ray are in or perpendicular to the 
principal plane of the crystal containing the ray, so that it is 
not broken up on entering. Hence the light emerging from 
the analyzer gives uniform illumination in the plane containing 
the normal and O P, or the lijie in the figure at right angles 
to O P. A cross of uniform illumination is thus produced with 
arms parallel and perpendicular to O P. 

If O L coincides with O A, or is perpendicular to O A, the 
ray is not resolved by the analyzer ; that is, the analyzer pro- 
duce^ no effect, and the ray goes on as it comes from the 
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plate. Thus another cross of uniform illumination is formed, 
with arms parallel and perpendicular to O A. 

If O 1^ has any other position, the ray will be broken up 
in the crystal, and a phase-difference introduced which will 
depend simply on the inclination of the ray to the normal, 
and not on its azimuth; that is, the •position of the plane 
through the normal which contains it. Wherever the phase- 
difference disappears, or is a whole number, there is uniform 
illumination. This is the case for all the rays forming a series 
of right cones round the perpendicular axis. Thus in the 
field produced by the analyzer will be seen a series of con- 
centric circles separated from each other by others of different 
illumination. The two crosses have their centres at the centre 
of these circles. 

With white light a given difference of phase is produced 
at different inclinations for the different colours. Hence a 
series of variegated circles is seen. 

These things may also be shown by means of the formula 
for the intensity of the light coming from the analyzer. 

If the angles P O L, A O L, are a and and the phase- 
difference produced by the plate for any incident ray is 8, 
the intensity of light emerging from the analyzer is, as was 
|)roved for the case of normal incidence, proportional to — 


COS'* (a — ) 3 ) — sin 2a sin 2)8 sin" 


8 

2 


'Fhus if a = 0° or 90°, or /3 = 0° or 90°, we have uniform 
illumination proportional to cos*** (a — j8). This shows that 
two crosses of equal uniform illumination are formed. This 
illumination will vary with the relative positions of polarizer 
and analyzer. If the planes of polarization of polarizer and 
analyzer are parallel or perpendicular, only one cross vrill be 
formed, in the first case it will be bright ; in the second, 
black. ^ 

A line along which the colour is uniform is called an 
isochromaiic curve. With monochromatic light the isochro- 
matic curves become simply lines of uniform intensity. In 
the case we have just considered, the isochromatic curves are 
concentric circles. ' 

The field of isochromatic curves is crossed by other regions, 
theoretically lines, of uniform intensity, and the colour of the 
incident light These are called bruslieB, or achromatic 
lines. Th^ crosses in the case we have considered are an 
example of brushes. 
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The determination of the form of the isochromatic lines 
and the brushes is, in general, a very complicated matter. We 
shall state the forms observed in certain other cases. 

With a uniaxal crystal cut parallel to the axis, the isochro- 
matic curves are two sets of 
hyperbolas conjugate to each 
other, with one axis parallel to 
the axis of the crystal 

With a biaxal crystal cut 
perpendicular to the line bi- 
secting the angle between the 
axes, the isochromatic lines 
are Icmniscates having a com- 
mon pair of foci, O, O'. Each 
of the curves is such that P is any point of it the product OP. 
O'P is constant for that curve. 

The brushes are two rectangular hyperbolas passing through 
O, O', with the asymptotes of one parallel and perpendicular 
to the plane of polarization of the polarizer, and those of the 
other parallel and perpendicular to the plane of polarization 
of the analyajer. These two hyperbolas coincide if polarizer 
and analyzer are crossed; and are in the first case of the 
intensity of the incident, light; and in the second, black. 



CHAPTER XTX. 

ROTATION OF PLANK OF POLARIZATION 

Some transparent substances possess the i>roperty that when 
plane polarized light is passed through them, it emerges plane 
pol^ized, but in a different plane from the plane of polarization 
at incidence. 'J'hese substances are said to rotate the plane 
of polarization. Such a substance is quartz. If a plate of 
quartz is cut at right angles to the axis, it rotates the plane 
of polarization of plane polarized light falling normally on it. 
The effect is also produced by solutions of certain substances. 
A solution of sugar in water rotates the plane of polarization. 

The plane of polarization may be rotated in either of 
two senses. I^t us consider how these are spoken of re- 
spectively. If we look along the direction in which the light 
IS travelling, then if the plane of polarization is rotated clock- 
wise, it is said to be rotated to the right ; if counter-clock-wise, 
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to the left, 'rhat is, a rotation of the plane to the right is 
a rotation in the sense in which a right-handed screw must 
he turned to make it travel wjth the light ; and a rotation 
to the left is one in the sense in which a left-handed screw 
must be turned to make it travel with the light. Some sub- 
stances rotate the plane to the right, and some rotate it to 
the left. 

In order to measure the amount of the rotation of the 
plane of polarization, it is necessary to have some apparatus 
which can be put in the path of light and turned into a definite 
position with reference to the plane. The thing that most 
obviously suggests itself for this purpose is a Xicol’s prism. 
If this is put in the path of the light and rotated till the light 
is extinguished, then its principal plane coincides with that 
in which the incident light is polarized. If now the plane 
of polarization be rotated, the amount of rotation is the angle 
through which the Nicol must be turned from its position 
to again produce extinction of the light. This arrangement, 
however, is greatly lacking in sensitiveness ; for it is impossible 
to tell, within several degrees, what is the position of the Nicol 
producing minimum intensity, or extinction of the light. 

Other pieces of apparatus have been devised to determine 
with greater certainty the position of the plane of polarization. 
Many of these depend 011 the principle that it is much more 
easy to compare two illuminated surfaces that are seen side by 
side, and to determine when they are exactly alike, than to tell 
when a surface whose illumination varies appears darkest. 

Jellett’s Prism is made as follows: A long rhomb of 
Iceland spar, A C', is taken, and its ends are cut off to form 
faces at right angles to its long edges. It is then cut down 
by a plane through the line T Q, which makes a small angle 
with the long diagonal, A C, of the face, and parallel to the 
edges A A', etc. The surfiices thus formed arc polished, one of 
the two pieces is turned end for end, and the two are cemented 
together again, as shown in the second figure. If n8w a beam 
of parallel light falls on the end of this prism normally, in 
each half it is broken up into an ordinary and an extraordinary 
beam ; the ordinary passes without deviation, and the extra- 
ordinary may, by using a narrow beam and having the prism 
pretty long, be completely separated from the ordinary. It 
is the ordinary which is made use of. In the two halves 
of the prism the light is polarized in planes at right angles 
respectively to AO and C O. Thus the planes of polarization 
are inclined at a small angle. 


u 
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If now the light passing through the prism be examined 
by a Nicol, the light from one half will be completely extin- 
guished when the principal plane of the Nicol is at right angles 
to A O, and that from the other when it is at right angles 




to CO; since the light which passes through the Nicol is the 
extraordinary beam in it, and is polarized at right angles to its 
principal section. As the Nicol is rotated from one of these 
positions to the other, the intensities of illumination of the 
two halves of the field vary, one increasing and the other 
decreasing; and for a position midway between these two 
the two intensities are equal. This position can be fixed with 
great accuracy, a very small angular displacement of the 
analyzing Nicol from it causing the two intensities to appear 
very distinctly differenl. 

I'here is another jiosition of the Nicol for which the 
intensities are ccpial, namely, the position at right •angles to 
the first. Then the intensities are both nearly at the maximum. 
It is the first position that should be used when both sides 
appear dark, for then the difference of illumination produced 
by a small rotation is much more readily detected. 

When the position for the prism is found which makes 
the two parts of the field appear equally dark, if a substance 
producing rotation of the plane of polarization be introduced 
between it and the analyzing Nicol, by turning the prism into 
the position in which the two parts again appear* equally dark, 
the ?ngle through which the plane of polarization ^ rotated 
may be found. 
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This description shows how Jellett’s prism may be used 
as a polarizer. It can also be used as an analyzer. For if 
a Nicol be used to receive a parallel beam of lij<ht, the plane 
polarized light produced may be transmitted to the prism ; 
and if now this is turned till the two halves of the field appear 
equally tlark. the line O p must be at right angles to the 
principal jdanc of the Nicol. On introducing a rotating sub- 
stance, the prism must be turned till the same appearance is 
again obtained, and so the amount of rotation produced is 
found. 

Comu’s Prism, used for the same iniri^oses, is a Nicol 
cut in two through its plane of principal section, and with 
the resulting faces rut away so that when the two parts are 
cemented together, their principal sections make an angle of 
about 5 '. It is clear that this apparatus can be used either 
as a ])olarizer or analyzer, just as Jellett's jirism. 

Laurent’s Half-shade Apparatus, whicli may be used 
with ])olarizer or analyzer, is made as follows : A jilate of 
quartz or gypsum is cut parallel to the axis, and of such 
thickness as to produce a relative retardation of half a wave- 
length in sodium light. 'I his is cut into a semicircle, and 
the other half of the circle is formed of a piece of glass just 
thick enough to absorb as much of the light as the quartz 
plate docs. 

Let OA denote the direction of the axis in the quartz 
plate. Suppose polarized light of the reejuired wave-length, 
w'ith its vibrations parallel to O H, to fall 
normally on the plate. A vibration, 0 11, 
is etiuivalent to tw'o, denoted byOC and 
(3 1). On getting through the plate, the 
phase-difference betw'een these two is ^ ; 
that is, w’c have two vibrations in the 
same phase, denoted by (3 C and O E, and 
these coinj)ound into O F. If the i»lanc 
of polarization of the incident light makes 
an angle, «, with the axis () A on one side 
of A, thh plane is (according to Fresnel’s 
theory) at right angles to O 13, and the 
plane of polarization of the emergent light 
will make the same angle, a, with O A on 
the other side of O A. Hence if a beam 
of light falls on the half-shade polarized in a plane inclined 
to the axil of the crystal at any angle, half of the beam will 
go through the glass unchanged, but the other half will have 
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its plane of polarization rotated by the crystal through an 
angle twice as great as that made by the plane of polarization 
of the incident beam with the axis of the crystal. 

It is clear that Laurent’s half-shade used with a Nicol will 
act towards sodium light in the same manner as a Jellett’s 
or a Cornu’s prism. It is to be ])laced between the polarizer 
and analyzer. Of the beam of light which falls on it from 
the polarizer and jjasses through it, one half is polarized in 
one plane, being unacted upon by the half-shade^ and the 
other half is polarized in another plane inclined at an angle 
to this ecpial to twice the angle between the axis of the crystal 
and the original plane of |>olariz:Uion. Now, when the light 
in either half of the beam is received by an analyzer, the 
intensity perceived will depend on the angle between the 
plane of polarization of the light and that of the analyzer, 
being proportional to the square of the cc^sine of tliis angle. 
'Fhus the two halves of the field, when viewed through an 
analyzer, will, in general, appear of different intensities. But 
ihe intensities will ho the same when the plane in w’hich the 
light issuing from the analyzer is polarized makes equal angles 
with the planes of polarization of tlic two parts of the beam. 
1'hc half-shade is so placed that the axis of the crystal makes 
a small angle— a few' degrees— with tlie plane of polarization 
of the light from the polarizer. Then the planes of polarization 
of the light coming from it make a small angle with each 
other, (loublc of the above-mentioned angle. I’hc analyzer 
should be set so that its plane of polarization (that is, for a 
Nicol, the plane at right angles to its plane of principal section) 
bisects the angle exterior, or supplementary, to this. Then 
both halves of the field will appear of small and equal illumi- 
nation ; and a very small njtation of tlie analyzer readily shows 
a difference in the brightness of the two halves. 

If now a substance that produces rotation of the plane 
of polarisation be i)laccd between the half-shade and the 
analyzer, the amount by which the analyzer has to be rotated 
to produce the same appearance again is the amount by which 
the plane of polarization has been rotated ; or, of course it 
may differ from it by any multiple of two right angles • but 
by experimenting with various thicknesses of the substance, 
this difficulty is removed. 

Again, it is clear that the half-shade may be attached to 
and rotated with, the analyzer, being placed between it and 
the polarizer, the axis of the crystal being set A a small 
angle with the plane of polarization of the analyzer (or the 
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perpendicular plane). The position of the plane of polarization 
can then be detected as before, and hence the amount by 
which it is rotated on i)lacing a rotating substance between 
the polarizer and the half-shade. 

I.aiircnt’s apparatus can only be used for sodium light (or 
light of any other particular quality for which the thickness 
of the plate may be adapted) ; but Jellett’s or Cornu’s can be 
used with homogeneous light of any (juality whatever. 

Professor Poynting has devised a very simple piece of 
apiiaratus for determining the position of the plane of polari- 
zation. A quartz plate cut at right angles to the axis is 
cut into two, and one half reduced a little in thickness. The 
two halves are then joined together again. If monochromatic 
jdane polarized light fiills on this, the plane is rotated by 
slightly different amounts in the two parts, and on receiving 
the light in an analyzer, in general, the two parts of the field 
ap])ear of equal intensity. On setting the analyzer so that 
the lights are both nearly extinguished and of the same 
intensity, the plane of polarization of the analyzer bisects the 
large angle between the planes of polarization of the light 
coming from the two parts of the quartz. The apparatus may 
then be used like a half-shade. 

'rhe planes of polarization of lights of different qualities 
are rotated by any given substance by very different amounts. 
Hence with white light a very complex effect is produced. 
If various qualities are examined, it is found that the planes 
of polarization are rotated by amounts which are approxi- 
mately inversely i)roporlional to the stiuares of the wave- 
lengths ; that is, the rotation, multiplied by the sipiare of the 
wave-length, is approximately constant. M. Broch has 
measured tlie rotations produced by a plate of cpiartz i mm. 
in thickness on light from different parts of the spectrum.* 
'rhe following table exhibits the rotations produced on various 
rays, and the products of rotations by squares of wave-length ; — 


Kays. 

Kotati ill. 

Rotaiioii 

X (wavc-U iigtli)-. 

Rays. 

Kot.atioii. 

Kutation 

X Qw.iW'lciigth)", 

15 .. 

. IS® IS' 

... 723^^ 

E .. 

. 27° 28' 

... 7597 

C .. 

. 17^14' 

... 7430 

¥ .. 


... 7622 

D .. 

. 21'-' 40' 

... 7511 

Cl ... 

, 42° 12' 

... 7842 


It appears that the product rotation X (wave length)- is 
not quite constant, but increases with the rotation ; but to a 
rough degree of approximation the law above mentioned is true. 

If pHine polarized white light falls on a plate of quartz or 
of any substance producing rotation, and is then examined 
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with an analyzer, the intensity of the light of any given quality 
thus obtained is proportional to the square of the cosine of the 
angle between the plane in which the light of that (piality is 
polarized on leaving the rotating substance and the plane of 
polarization of the analyzer. Thus the effect i)roduccd is not 
while light, but a colour in which the constituents of white 
light are mixed in diflerent degrees. When the plane of polari- 
zation of the analyzer is at right angles to that in which light 
of a given quality is ])olarizctl on leaving the substance this 
quality of light will be completely absent from the resultant 
lint. It will happen, of course, that if the substance, is of 
sufficient thickness to rotate the ])lanes of polarization of two 
([ualities by angles differing by j 8 o'’, the analyzer may be set 
so as to extinguish both of these qualities. 

If a plate of quartz of thickness not greater than 5 mms. is 
used when the analyzer is set to extinguish the mean yellow 
rays, a greyish violet tint is obtained. If the analyzer is turned 
a little in one sense so as to introduce a little more of the red 
light, the tint rapidly changes to red ; and if a little in the 
other sense, the tint rapidly changes to blue, 'I’he lint obtained 
between the red and blue is called the tint of passage, or the 
sensitive tint, Hie position of the analyzer which produces 
it can be fixed with considerable accuracy, for a very slight 
rotation from tliis position produces a deculed change to red 
or to blue. l",xperiinent shows that the j)Osilion of the analyzer 
])roducing the lint of passage is the same as that which extin- 
guishes the mean yellow rays. The readiest way to determine 
what rays are extinguished with a given jiosilion of the analyzer 
is to examine the light coming from it by means of a spectro- 
scope. Then a dark band will be seen across the sjiectrum in 
the place of the colour which is extinguished by the analyzer. 

Some specimens of (juartz rotate the plane of polarization to 
the right, and some to the left. Tliey are called, respectively, 
riglit-haiK^^'d and left-handed. The amount by which a given 
thickness will rotate the plane of polarization of light of a 
given quality is the same, whichever way the rotation is 
produced 

Bi-quartz. — Suppose a right-handed and a left-handed plate 
of quartz to be placed side by side, and let plane polarized 
white light pass through them. Each quality of light is rotated 
through the same amount by the two plates, but in opposite 
senses. If the light is examined by a Nicol, or other analyzer, 
a position may be found for the analyzer in which tlfe appear- 
ances from the two quartz plates will be the same. Either the 
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position in which its plane of polarization is parallel to that of 
the incident light, or at right angles to it, will produce this effect. 
For in either of these two positions light of any quality will be 
received from the two plates in equal intensity. Now, suppose 
the two quartz plates to be each of about 375 mms. thickness. 
Then each rotatesr the plane of the mean yellow rays about 
qo'^ ; and the analyzer can be set to produce the tint of passage 
in both parts of the field. Such an arrangement of two quartz 
plates, made by shaping each into the form of a semicircle, 
and fastening them together to form a circle, is called a 
hi quartz. The analyzer can be set in such a position as to 
give the same lint in each half with great accuracy ; for a very 
slight rotation of the analyzer from this position causes a very 
perceptible difference in the two halves, one beginning to turn 
red and the other blue. 

The bi- quartz may be used to determine the rotation pro- 
duced in the mean yellow rays by any rotating substance. It 
and the substance are placed between the polarizer and ana- 
lyzer, cither of them being next the polarizer. Then in the 
two halves of the field the angles between the planes of polari- 
zation of the various (lualitics are not the same. Thus if the 
substance produces right-handed rotation, the light that has 
passed through it and the right-handed (juartz will have the 
planes of polarization for two given qualities more widely sepa- 
rated than the light that has i)asscd through the substance 
and the other quartz : in the first case we have the sum of the 
two effects ; in the second, the difference. Hence it is impos- 
sible to set the analyzer in such a position as to obtain precisely 
the same constitution of light in the two halves of the field. 
Ilut if it is set so as to extinguish the mean yellow rays, the 
tint of passage will be observed on both sides ; and in this way 
the position of the plane of polarization for the mean yellow 
rays can be found. 

The arrangement of the apparatus is shown iy the figure. 
Light from the lamp L falls first on a polarizing Nicol, N, 



Fig. 209. 

B is thcubi-quartz ; and N' a Nicol used as analyzer, placed at a 
distance from B, so that a rotating substance may be introduced 
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between them, and mounted on a divided circle, so that it 
can be rotated and the amount of rotation measured. '1' is 
a Galilean telescope, lhrou^i(h which observations are taken. 
In working T should be set' so as tJ bring the bi-quartz into 
focus, and to see distinctly the line between the two halves. 

Another and more accurate methoil of working is to observe 
the light from the analyzer through a spectroscope. Witli Llie 
same arrangement of polarizer, analyzer, and bi-tpiartz, inateail 
of using a telescope, a spectroscope is placed in front of the 
analyzer, and a convex lens between them to form a real image 
of the bi-quartz on the slit of the spectrost'ope, the line ilividing 
the images of the two plates of cpiartz cutting across the slit. 
Two spectra will then be formed by the lights coming from 
the two halves of the bi-quartz, one above tac other. In each 
of these, light of a certain (jiialily will be wanting, accoriling to 
the position of the analyzer. When the analyzer is set with 
its polarizing plane at right aii'^Ics lo the plane of polarization 
of light of a given quality in one of the spectra, then this light 
is absent from the s|)ectruin — a corresponding dark ban I is 
seen in the spectrum. The bands in the two spectra will, as 
a rule, be formed in two dilTorent parts, different lights being 
extinguished in the two. As the analyzer is turned, these two 
bands apj^roach or recede from each other ; and for a certain 
position of the analyzer tiiey coincide, one being formed just 
over the other. The light cut off from each sj)ectriini is the 
mean yellow light, whose jdane of i)olarization is rotated 
tiircugii 90*' by each half of the bi-cjiiartz. When a rotating 
substance is introduced between the bi-quartz and the analyzer, 
or between the bi-cpiartz and the polarizer, in each spectrum 
there will again appear a dark line, according to the position 
of the analyzer. But the planes of polarization of the mean 
•'yellow rays, and of these alone, coincide in the two halves, and 
the analyzer may be set to cut off these rays in the two halves 
simultaneously. On setting the analyzer, then, so that the two 
dark i)aiids* coincide, its plane of polarization must be at right 
angles to that of these rays, and so we find the amount by 
which the plane of polarization of these rays is rotated by the 
rotating substance. 

Fresnel’s Theory.- f'rcsnel has given a theory to account 
for the rotation of the plane of polarization. It depends on 
the fact that two circular vibrations of the same amplitude 
and period, but with opposite senses of rotation, are together 
equivalent to a linear S.M. vibration. This we s^^ll now 
show. ^ 
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Suppose the point P to move round the circle ABA' B' in the 
counter-clockwise sense, with period of revolution T (I^g. 2 lo). 
And imagine the point P' to move round the same circle in the 
clockwise sense, with the same period. And suppose the two 
l)oints to be at A together, and at A' together. Now, if wc 
suppose a single point to be affected with both these states of 
motion together, its displacement from O, at the instants when 
P, P' are as in the figure, will be 2OM. And the point will 
describe a S.H.M. about O as mean position, in the straight 
line A A', and with amplitude 2()A. 

Now, Fresnel supposes that the molecular structure of 
quartz, or any other rotating substance, is such that it propa- 
gates two circularly polarized beams of light, of opposite 



senses of rotation, with different velocities. And, further, 
that a plane j)olarized beam falling on the surface of such a 
medium produces the same effect as the two circularly polarized 
beams to which it is kinematically equivalent. Things go on, • 
then, in tl^e medium in just the same way as if two circularly 
])olarized beams were passing through it with different velocities ; 
and these, on emerging from it, compound again indo a plane 
polarized beam. 

Sufipose that right-handed and left-handed circular vibra- 
tions, of period T (Fig. 211), travel through the medium with 
velocities r*' ; and have wave-lengths A, A' ; so that A = 7 'T ; A' 
= 7/ r'. Let <7 be the thickness of the medium. Let C) be the 
direction of a rectilinear vibration on incidence. 'I'hen this 
breaks up into a right-handed and a left-handed circular vibra- 
tion in the medium ; and these have performed by the time they 

emerge, respective ly, ^ and j, complete revolutions ; so that 
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the vibrating particles have then positions denoted by P, P ; 
where O P is got by rotating O A in one sense by the angle 

' Y', and O P' by rotating from O A in the other sense by the 

angle The vibrations then compound into a rectilinear 
vibration along O Q, which bisects the angle P O P . 

Thus angle AOQ = 27 rt' ( X "" T ) * 

Fresnel has further shown, by experiment, that a plane 
polarized beam is actually broken up into circularly polarized 
beams in (juartz. Several prisms cut from alternately right- 
and left-handed quartz were joined together as in the figure. 



A narrow plane-polarized beam, 1 ., was allowed to fall on 
them. 'I'he beam of right-handed rotation to which this gives 
rise will travel more (puckly in alternate prisms, say first, 
third, etc., and the other beam more cpiickly in the other 
prisms. Thus the index of refraction for tlie first beani in 
passing from the first prism to the second is greater than 
unity, in passing from the secumd to the third it is less than 
unity, and so on. Hence this beam is continually deviated 
more and more in passing from one i}rism to the next. 'Fhe 
other beam also is similarly deviated on the other side. And 
on emergence an appreciable separation of the two beams is 
produced. On examining these two beams they .are found 
to be circularly polarized in opposite senses, 

• 

Sacchakimetrv. 

The deterinination of the rotation which a substance pro- 
duces in the plane of polarization has an important appli- 
cation in practice. It is applied to the determination of 
the degree of ( oncentration of sugar in sugar solutions ; and 
of other substances producing rotation "of the plane of 
polarization. 

Suppose we hpe a substance which when dissolved in an 
iiiactive liquid one not rotating the plane) produces a 
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rotation of the plane of polarization. The rotation of the 
plane produced when polarized light passes through such a 
solution will depend on — 

(1) The nature of the substance ; 

(2) I’hc length of it which the light has to traverse ; 

(3) The degree of concentration of the solution. 

It seems obvious a fnon\ and it is found by experiment, 
that the rotation is proportional to tlie length employed. 

Biot exi^erimented on solutions of sugar in water, and 
found that the rotation ])roduced is proportional to the mass 
of sugar contained in a given volume of the solution. 

This law is, in general, not exact ; the rotation increasing, 
as a rule, not quite so rapidly as the degree of concentration, 
or mass of the substance per unit volume. 

Now, suppose a mass, 8, of a substance for which we may 
assume the above law, to be contained in each cubic centimeter 
of an inactive solvent, and let plane polarized light of a given 
(luality traverse a length, /, of the solution. The rotation 
produced. A, is proportional to /S. 

Suppose A •= K/8 (i) 


K is called by Biot the molecular rotatory power of 
the substance for the given sort of light. 

To determine K by an experiment, sujipose / grammes of 
the substance to be dissolved in m grammes of the solvent ; 
and let the density of the solution be d, 'I'lien the volume 


of the solution is 


m + p 

d ■■ 


c.c. 


'riiertfore the mass of the 


substance i.ontained in a cubic centimetre is — 


d 

Thus we have the formula — 


pd ^ 
in +/ 


Y^lpd 

~Tj> 


The value of K is affected by the temperature ; for some 
substances it increases and for some it diminishes with rise of 
temperature. 

From the above formula (i) it is clear that if for any 
substance we know the value of K, and we can determine the 
rotation, A, produced by a known length, /, of a solution of it, 
we can determine the concentration, 8, of the solution. An 
apparatus for making this determination, or hv means of 
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which we can determine K with the help of formula (2), is 
called a saccharimeter or aacoharometer. It has already 
been indicated how api)aratus can be arranged to determine 
the rotation which a given substance produces in the plane of 
polarization ; and ai'y such ai)paratus may be employed as a 
baccliarinietcr. 

Laurent's Saccharimeter, of which Lhc half-shade forms 
a part, is illustrated in the accom|)anying figure. At A is a 



plate of bichromate of potash, to absorb all the light but the 
yellow rays coming from the source, which is sodium light. 
\t N is the polarizing Nicol ; at S, the half-shade. R R is a 
tube to contain the solution. At N' is the analyzing Nicol, 
which is turned with its divided circle C ; and fSr a slow 
mr tion, to make the final adjustment, the bevelled wheels can 
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be brought into gear, and the analyzer turned by means of a 
milled head, V. The position of the circle is read by means of 
a vernier and a lens O. L is a small Galilean telescope, with 
which the half-shade is focussed. 

'Ihe position of the half-shade is not fixed with reference 
to N ; but the angle which the axis of the crystal makes with 
the polarizing plane of N can be varied a little. AVhen this 
angle is made very small, both sides appear very dark at the 
same time ; and if it passes below a certain limit, the intensities 
are too small for accurate adjustment. The setting which 
gives the most consistent readings is to be determined by 
experiment. 

In making a determination of the position of the plane of 
polarization, the Nicol should be set in each of the two 
])ositions, which arc ] So'’ ajjart, giving the two halves of the 
field of very faint and of e(iual illumination, and both read- 
ings taken. In this way small errors in the construction of the 
instrument are avoided. 

Soleil’s Saccharimeter has the arrangement of its parts 
as shown in the figure. N' is a polarizing Nicol ; Q', a bi- 
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quartz ; T, a tube to contain the solution ; A is a right-handed 
quartz plate cut at right angles to the axis ; D E F, E F C ar(i, 
two wedges of left-handed (piartz cut so that the plate formed 
by them is also at r^ght angles to the axis ; these are movable 
by means of a double rackwork, so that any desired thickness 
can be interposed in the i)atli of the light. G is an analyzing 
prism, and H a Galilean telescope which can be focussed 
on Q. A scale fitted to the quartz wx‘dges and rackwork 
shows the difference between the thickness offered by them 
and that of the plate A ; it reads zero when these thicknesses 
are eipial ; or it may be graduated so as to show directly the 
concentration of the substance for whose analysis the apparatus 
is used. Or again, the zero of the scale may be in quite 
another position, and then the readings for equal thicknesses 
must be found by experiment. 
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The polarizing pianos of N' and G being coincident ; when 
the wedges arc set at the zero reading, they with A produce 
no effect, and the tint of passage is seen on l)Oth sides of tlie 
hi-quartz. When a rotating substance is introduced in T, the 
pUnes of polarization for the mean yellow rays coming from 
will be rotated, and to neutralize this effect a greater or less 
thickness of the wedges than that of A must be used, according 
as the substance is right-handed or left-handed. Then by 
means of the scale we can determine the thickness of quartz 
corresponding to the Icngtii in T of the substance used, or 
the degree of concentration at once, according to the graduations 
of the scale. N and Q arc a Nicol and a quartz plate to be 
used if the licjuid in T is coloure<l. l>y their means the light 
emerging from N' is made to be comi)lementary in colour to 
the licjuid, and then the appearance is as if the liquid were 
colourless. 


CHAPTER XX. 

COnOUK. 

Wk have seen how, by means of an arrangement of prisms, 
white light may be decomposed into its constituent parts, 
producing colours. Suppose that a i)urc spectrum has been 
produced on a white screen, so that each i)()int in the spectrum 
is illuminated by light of a definite refrangibility. With a given 
material for the prisms, the colour at any point of the spectrum 
will be determined if the refrangibility of the light illuminating 
that point is given. The colours at the various points of the 
pure spectrum arc called simple, or spectral, colours, and the 
light corresponding to a simple colour, that is, light of a 
diifinite refrangibility for a given refracting material, is called 
monociiropiatic light. By combining two or more of the 
spectral colours, another colour may be formed. For cxarnjile, 
some spectral colours may be reproduced by suitably combining 
two on opposite sides in the spectrum of the colour to be 
imitated ; and the result may be made identically the same 
as the simple colour so far as the effect conveyed through the 
eye is concerned. But physically tlie light in the simple 
colour and that in the combination arc very different • for the 
latter, if passed through a [irism, would be broken up again 
into i^s constituent parts, whereas the simple colour Cciiinot be 
further broken up. 
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Let us next consider what are the characteristics of a colour. 
These arc three in number. 

'I he hue of a colour is determined by the spectral colours 
and the quantities of them in its composition. As, for instance, 
the spectral colours themselves all dilter from each other in hue. 

'rhe luminosity, or brightness, is the light given off by 
the coloured surface compared with that given off by a standard 
luminous surface. 

The purity denotes the degree of freedom of the colour 
from admixture with white light. 

It should be noticed that each of these qualities may 
depend on each one of two things — the nature of the coloured 
surface and the nature of the light used to illuminate it. Thus 
we have different colours of various objects all illuminated 
by white light, and different colours of the various parts of a 
white screen on which a spectrum is thrown. 

Maxwell has explained the characteristics of colour, using 
different names from those just given ; thus : Taking the case 
of two lilacs, he says, “In the first place, one may be H}:^hter 
or darker than the other ; that is, the tints may differ in shade. 
Secondly, one may be more blue or more red than the other ; 
that is, they may differ in hue. Thirdly, one may be more 
or less decided in its colour ; it may vary from purity on the 
one hand, to neutrality on the other: this is sometimes 
expressed by saying that they differ in tint.’* 

Tone has been used as equivalent to /////*/ and fulness, 
or saturation, for ptiriiy. 

Maxwell’s apparatus for mixing and matching colours, 
generally known as Maxwell’s colour-top, consisted of two 
sets of coloured cardboard discs of various colours, one of the 
sets being of a larger, the other of a smaller diameter. Each ^ 
disc was pierced with a central hole, so that any of them could * 
be set on* a circular plate with a vertical axis and spun round. 
Further, each disc was slit along a radius, so that anyjfiumber of 
them could be combined, each one showing any desired sector. 

Supi)ose a number of the discs to be combined in this way 
and spun about the axis quickly. Then the appearance that 
will be i)resented is that of a uniformly coloured circle, because 
of the persistence of impressions of the retina, and the colour 
obtained will be the mixture, in the given proportions, of the 
colours of the disc used. As an example of the use of the 
top, large discs of vermilion, emerald green, and ultramarine 
were use^ to form a match with two small discs of white and 
black. The large discs are put on first, and the small ones 
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above them, so that both the coml)inations may be seen at 
once. The quantity of each colour used is given by the angle 
of the corresponding sector. The whole circumference is 
divided into loo equal parts, and this quantity was estimated 
in terms of one of these parts. In the example (luotcd, a 
match was made by using the following (juantities of the 
colours : vermilion, 37 ; ultramarine, 27 ; emerald green, 36 : 
white, 2cS ; black, 72. The result of the experiment may be 
expressed in the form of an equation, thus— 

37V + 27U + 36EG = 28\V + 7211k. 

This is called a colour-cijuation. 

It appears that the three colours used, when combined in 
the proportions denoted, jwoducc white. The reason why the 
white with which the combination is matched has to be largely 
diluted with black is because of the small luminosity of the 
combination compared with the surface of the white disc. I'he 
combination produced is in reility a neutral grey. The .same 
three colours could also be combined in such proportions 
as to produce some decided tint. Jly suitably adjusting the 
relative proportions of the colours, we should obtain the right 
hue ; by adding white to them, we should alter the purity ; and 
by adding black, we should alter the luminosity. To match 
a given colour with the three, it would, as a rule, be necessary 
to add both while and black to them for the reasons given. 

It will be well to notice carefully what is the exact 
significance of such an equation as that written above. It 
expresses nothing whatever with regard to the physical nature 
of the light. In fact, the two soits of light which are represented 
as equal would be found on analysis by prisms to be quite 
different. The significance of the eqiution is ])urely physio- 
*‘ 1 ogical. It denotes that the two combinations of light produce 
the same effect on the eye of the observer who has •obtained 
the equatign, or for whom it is true. Maxwell, by comparing 
colour-equations got by various observers, was led to infer 
that the apparatus of vision, so far as the sensations of colour 
are concerned, differ very little in different people, excepting 
those people in which some part of it is' entirely wanting, that 
is, coiour-blind people. Greater discrepancies arise in the etjua- 
tions through using light of different qualities (daylight, gaslight, 
etc. ) than through their being obtained by various observers. 

Another piece of apparatus used by Maxwell is what is 
known as his colour-box. It is an improvement of the top 
in that with it pure spectral colours are employed instead of 
tho«e reflected from coloured paper. 
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The box, shown in the figure, is about five feet long, and 
blackened inside, l.ight from the aperture E, passing through 
the lens L and the prisms P, F, would give a pure spectrum 
at X V /. Hence white light entering by apertures at X Y Z 



wiM give the same colours at E as would be produced at these 
apertures by white light proceeding from E, At X Y Z are 
three slits which can be adjusted in position and width, the 
widths being measured by a tapering prism. To use the box, 
the end A C is turned towards a white illuminated surface, 
so that an eye at E perceives a mixture of colours depending 
on the slits X, Y, Z. At M is a plane mirror which reflects 
some white light through the lens to E for the purpose of 
comparison wath the mixture from X Y Z ; the two portions 
of the field seen by the eye being separated by the edge of ^ 
the i)rism F. By suitably adjusting the slits, these two portions * 
may be rnade identical, so that the edge of the prism becomes 
almost invisible, , 

Captain Abney has used apparatus for colour experiments 
which is further imj)rovcd. He took care to employ an in- 
variable source of white light, and used for the purpose the 
light from the crater of the positive pole of the electric arc 
lamp. With this he used an apparatus which, he calls a 
colour-patch apparatus. An image of the crater is formed on 
the slit Si of a collimator. The light then passes through two 
prisms, Pi Pa, and a lens, Lj, and would give a pure spectrum 
on a screen, D, which is slightly inclined because the violet 
focus is rather nearer to L, than the red. If a narrow slit is 
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used in the screen at D in the position corresponding to any 
simple colour of the spectrum formed, then by means of a 
suitably placed lens, an image of this colour of the near 



surface of Pg can be formed on a screen at F. Li.inust be 
placed slightly askew, because of the differences in its focal 
lengths M lights of the various colours. If several slits in 
the screen at D be used at once, the corresponding images will 
be accurately superposed on the screen at F. 

To obtain a patch of white light, the light from the colli- 
mator which is reflected at the first surface of \\ is used, lly 
means of a lens, Lg, and a mirror, G, this is concentrated on 
the screen at F, where it may be superposed on or thrown 
alongside of the other patch. It may also be made of the 
same size as the other. 

To adjust the luminosity of the white patch, another piece 
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of apparatus is used, wliich is represented at M. This consists 
of a circular disc placed in the path of the light It can he 
rotated at a high speed, and has two opposite sectors cut away, 
which can be more or less filled up at w’ill by a suitable arrange- 
ment during the rotation. is a lens of short focal length, 
which may be used when it is desired to see what colours are 
being used, for it separates the images of the various colours, 
forming them side by side on the screen. 

To compare the Luminosities of Lights from 
Different Parts of the Spectrum by Means of the 
Colour-Patch Apparatus. — Let the slit S.> be placed in any 
position in the spectrum so that the screen is illuminated by 
light of the corresponding colour. The rotating sectors are in 
position at AI. A rod is placed before the screen F E, so that 
two adjacent parts of the screen are illuminated, one only by 
the coloured, the other only by the white light, the rod being 
used as in Rumford’s photometer. The rotating sectors have 
then to be adjusted till the two patches are of eciual brilliancy. 
It is not so easy a matter to decide this when the lights are of 
different qualities ; but Abney gives the following device : Set 
tlie sectors at a definite opening. A position for the slit S.^ can 
be found where the coloured patch is clearly too dark, and by 
moving another colour for the patch can be found which is 
clearly too bright. The limits between too dark and too bright 
can be narrowed till a jjretty accurate position is found for 
Si. rhe luminosity of this part of the spectrum is proportional 
to the aperture of the sectors. In general, two positions for 
S.J will be found corresponding to a given luminosity, one on 
each .side of the brightest part 
In this way the relative lumino- 
sities of all parts of the spectrum 
for a given observer may be found. 

The ’Colours of Objects 
are due to their surfaces absorb- 
ing lights of some sorts, that is, 
of some refrangibilities more than 
others, and reflecting more of the 
other sorts. An analysis of the 
colour of a given i)igment, for 
example, can be made by means 
of the colour-patch apparatus. A 
circular disc of card is painted 
with the ipigment, and two larger discs of black and white, 
which can be set to show' overlapping sectors, as in Maxwell’s 
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top, are set on an axis about which they can be rapicll}* 
rotated. Let the colour-patch fall partly on the inner disc 
and partly on the outer ring. Let the wiiite be set to sliow 
a given extent of sector, and, on rotating the apparatus, 
?nove the slit till the brightness on the inner disc and on the 
outer ring is the Siinie. The setting of tlie sectors will show 
what fraction the light of this particular sort renected by the 
disc is of that which would be renected from a white surface. 
In an experiment of this sort a correction has to he made, for 
it is found that the blac'k surface rellecls some light. The 
ratio of its luminosity to that of a white surface can be found 
by the hel[) of the rotating sectors, and the necessary correction 
made. ]>y altering the amount of white sector exi)osed, and 
finding in every case the corresponding colour, we can draw 
up a table, and hence plot a curve showing the intensities of 
light of the various sorts reflected from the surface. 

To analyze the light transmitted through a given thickness 
of a coloured body, the colour-patch apparatus has been usetl 
in the following manner : 'I'lie light from the collimator is 
divided into two beams by a doubly refracting Iceland spar 
prism. This gives two spectra, and a long slit is used at Sj to 
go across them both. Tiie light of any colour from one 
spectrum produces a patch on the screen as usual. 'Fhat 
from the other is turned aside by a reflecting prism, and by 
another is reflected through a lens to the screen, giving another 
patch .su])crposcd on the first. TJie rod is used to give two 
regions illuminated respectively by these two lights, and the 
rotating sectors arc set in the ])ath of the first to equalize the 
intensities. Tlie intensities will then he etjual for lights of all 
colours. Tne substance is now interposed in the path of the 
second beam of light, and the sectors adjusted till the in- 
* tensities are again equalized. We can thus compare the light 
of any colour that gets through the substance with the entire 
quantity light of the same colour that falls upon it. 

Some of the most important exi/criments done with the 
colour-patch a])paratus are on the matching of colours. Three 
slits are placed in the spectrum, and certain positions can be 
selected for them, so that, by suital)ly adjusting their apertures, 
any colour whatever, whether simple or not, can be matched 
by the light coming through them. The colours corrcsiionding 
io the positions so chosen cannot tlicmsclves be matched by 
any other colours, and arc called the primary colours. 
They are in the red, green, and violet parts of the spectrum. 
The primary colours can, in the first place, be used to make 



Colour. 


309 

white light. The proportions of the colours used will, of 
course, depend on the cjuality of white light that has to be 
matched. It is found that any colour between the red and the 
green, if some white is added to it, can be matched by mi King 
the red and the green ; and any colour between the green and 
the violet, with a certain r^uantity of white added, can be 
matched by a mixture of green and violet. From these facts 
we deduce an imj)ortant conclusion. Suppose that any given 
colour is matched by a certain combination of the red, green, 
and violet, 'riicn, in whatever proi)ortions these colours orcur 
in the combination, this may be represented as a certain 
(juantily of while light, together with a residue of two of the 
colours, one of tlie two being green: or else as a certain 
quantity of white light with a deficit of two colours, one of 
which is green. And since green with red or green with violet 
gives a simple colour mixed with white, it follows that any 
colour whatever is equivalent to white to which a simple colour 
has been added or from which a simple colour has been taken 
away. We can thus refer the hue of any colour whatever to 
a spectral colour. If the hue is a combination of red and 
violet, or a purple, no such hue exists in the spectrum ; but 
we can find a spectral colour which with it will make white. 
Now, the colour which when added to a given colour will make 
white is called the complementary colour to tlie given one. 
In the case, then, of a purple, its hue must be referred to its 
complementary in the spectrum. 

'fhe effect of mixing lights of given colours is quite different 
from the effect of mixing the pigments which have the same 
colours, 'rhe colour of a pigment is due to Uie absorption 
by it of light of certain colours. The colour of a mixture of 
pigments, then, is the colour of the light which remains from* 
wiiite light when the i)igments have absorbed all the light of 
various sorts which each of them separately can absorb. 

In all that has been said about matching colours, k is under- 
stood, of course, that the match is only made so far as acti(jn 
on the eye is concerned. When, for example, the three 
primary colours are combined to produce white light, the 
physic*^ nature of the light produced is different from that of 
the light of the recombined spectrum, only it affects the eye in 
the same way. The explanation of this is physiological It 
leads to a theory concerning the apparatus of the eye for 
perceiving colour which was given by Thomas Young and 
supportcd'by Helmholtz, and is called the Young-Helmholtz 
theory. It is supposed that the eye is furnished with three 
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sets of colour-perceiving nerves, encli set being affected most 
strongly by light of some given colour, but also by other 
colours as well, to amounts gradually falling off as we pass 
away in the spectrum from the colour producing the greatest 
effect on that set of nerves. White light, of a given quality, 
affects all the nerves, each set to a definite extent. A certain 
combination of the three primary colours affects the nerves in 
just the same way, and hence produces the same effect on the 
eye. It should be noticed in such a case that cadi set of the 
nerves is similarly affected by the <*oloiirs that match. 

Now, white light may be produced, not only by the 
primary colours, but with the slits occupying other positions 
in the spectrum ; in fact, an indefinite number of corre- 
sponding positions may be found for the slits, the apertures 
each time being suitably arranged. In this way, from the 
identity of effect proiluccd by two different combinations, colour- 
equations can be formed, each one of whic'li tells us something 
about each set of the nerves. From such eciuations curves 
have been drawn showing the degree of excitation for each 
set of nerves caused by each colour. 

Such a set of curves is shown in the diagram. From these 
it should be clear why certain spectral ('olours cannot be 



rei)roduced by combination of others. For, it we take the 
colour giving the greatest ratio of excitation of green to that 
of red, foi example, no combination of other colours could 
reproduce this ratio. 

Some peoj)le are found to be deficient in the colour- 
perceiving apparatus, larking one set of the i)erves->-the absence 
of the red is the most common. Such ])eoj)lc are called 
colour-blind. Colour-matches can be formed for such peo|)Ic 
by two sim])le colours, and corresponding colour-ec] nations 
can be deduceci. I hese have led to curves of excitation for 
the nerves which they po^^sess, which curves agree with those 
traced for the corrcs[)onding nerves in normal-ey«d people, 
and so confirm the theory in a remarkable manner. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

SPKCTRU.V A.YALYSrS. 

When white light passes through a prism it is broken up 
into its constituents of various (|ualities or refrangibilities. 
To further separate the constituent rays from each other, the 
light may be passed through a series or train of prisms. The 



ap])aiatus with which this is done is called a spectroscope, 
(in a platform furnished with a divided circle is a series of 
])risms, A, P, ct(\ () C is a collimator, liaving a slit at O 
similar to that in the spectrometer. The light from a source, 
I/, can be sent through the slit into the collimator; or, by 
means of a reflecting prism, the light from a source, L, at the 
side can'be used. The prism only covers half of the slit, so 
that both sources can be observed simultaneously. The light, 
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after passing through the prisms, enters a telescope, K K', 
movable by a tangent screw, M. In using the instrument, 
each prism should be set so as to produce minimum deviation 
of the light in the particular part of the spectrum under 
examination. F F is a second collimator having a fine scale 
on glass in its focus. An image of this can be seen through 
the telescope by reflexion at a face of the prism, IT so that 
the parts of the spectrum seen can be referred to this scale. 

A Direct-vision Spectroscope is a convenient ai^jia- 
ratus to use for some purposes. By its means, dispersion of 
the rays may be produced without any considerable deviation. 
We have seen that a flint and a crown glass prism may be 
combined so as to jiroduce dispersion of the rays, but no 
deviation of a selected one. By combining several such 
prisms a considerable amount of dispersion may be produced, 
while the rays of some particular colour, say the mean yellow 
rays, are not deviated. 'Fhe figure shows a combination of three 



crown and two flint prisms; and shows how the ray PQ is 
broken up into rays going to R, V. The light, before falling 
02* tile first prism, passes through a narrow slit parallel to the 
refracting edges. On the other side of the prisms is a convex 
lens. This may be focussed on the slit ; so that light of any 
given (piality leaves this lens in parallel rays, and produces an 
infinitely distant virtual image of the slit. Thus a spectrum 
*is formed suitable to be observed by applying the eye to the 
lens. By moving the lens further away from the prisms, a 
real image- of the slit for light of any given colour would be 
formed. Thus a spectrum may be thrown on a screen. 

The spectroscope may be applied to examine the light 
emitted by a luminous body. In the case of a solid body, if 
it is gradually heated up from a low temperature at which it 
is not luminous, it will in lime begin to emit light of the 
least refrangibility, ue. red light. As the temperature is con- 
tinually raised, the body continually emits, in addition, light 
of higher and higher refrangibilities ; so that, at a very high 
temperature, the light from it fills the whole of Uie visible 
spectrum. This could be illustrated by placing a wire in 



313 


Spectrum Analysis. 

front of the slit and passing a gradually increasing electric 
current through it, so as to gradually raise its temperature. 
AVc should see its spectrum begin with red light alone, and 
gradually spread to the blue. And as lipht of higher refrangi- 
bility begins to be emitted, that which is already in the 
s|)ectrum becomes more intense. I'Yom a liquid body, too, 
which can be raised to a very high temperature, such as molten 
metal, we should get the same sort of continuous spectrum. 

In the case of an incandescent gas, however, (T of any 
body in a state of volatilization, by wdiatevcr means this state 
may be i)rodu('ed, the spectrum is quite different. Such a 
substance does not emit light of all refrangibilities, but only 
of some definite refrangibilities. If, for instance, a salt of 
the metal sodium, such as common salt, be volatilized, as can 
be done by burning a spirit lamp with a salted wick, or by 
putting common salt (chloride of sodium) into the flame of 
a Bunsen burner, the salt will be decomposed, and sodium 
vai)our will be in the flame. This will be seen to glow with 
a bright yellow light, and if it is examined by means of the 
spectroscope, the spectrum will be found to consist of a bright 
yellowy line ; or, if the spectroscope has great decomposing 
power, of two yellow lines, quite close to each oilier — a doubk 
line it is called. At a very high temperature the spectrum 
contains, in addition, other double lines. Again, if a piece 
of copper is held in the flame, the flame becomes green, owing 
to ihe presence of volatilized copjier, and the sjiectrum consists 
of green bands. An incandescent solid (or liquid) mass of 
copper gives, on the contrary, the ordinary continuous spectrum. 

A body may be volatilized by other means for the purpose 
of producing ils spectrum. A small pitce may 1 c put between 
the poles of an electric arc lamp, and subjected to the higli^ 
temperature of the arc. To obtain the spectrum of a metal, 
it may be made into terminals, between \rhich a series of 
electric sjiarks is passed. This produces volatilizalion of the 
terminals, and the spark will show the characteristic spectrum 
of the metal. The sparks may be passed by means of an 
induction coil ; and a better result is obtained if a condenser 
is placed in the secondary circuit of the coil so as to increase 
the quantity of electricity passing at each discharge. In a 
spectrum obtained in this way, however, other lines besides 
those characteristic of the metal used will be observed. The 
spectrum of the air through which the spark is passed will 
present ilself. This will be most clearly seen in the part of 
the spark farthest away from the terminals, that is, about 
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midway between them. The air spectrum has been obtained 
by Dr. Huggins by observing the spectra got with gold ter- 
minals and with platinum terminals, and taking the lines 
common to both as those due to air. 

The spectrum of a gas may be observed by enclosing it at 
very small pressure in a tube furnished with terminal electrodes 
for the passage of a spark (Geissler’s tube). A portion of the 
tube is made of capillary bore to increase the brightness. Jf 
a series of discharges from an induction-coil is passed through 
the tube, the temperature of the gas is raised to such a height 
that it becomes luminous, glowing with a characteristic colour, 
and the siiectrum of it will be found, in general, to consist of 
lines of light. 

In all cases in which a line in the si)cctrum is observed, 
this line is an image of the slit formed of light of one definite 
refrangibility. It will consecpiently become narrower as the 
slit is made so. And in the case of an absolutely pure spectrum, 
which would ref]uire an indefinitely narrow slit, such a line 
would be merely a geometrical line, ha\ing no wielth. It 
should be denoted as such in a rei)resentalion or map of the 
spectrum, and in ])ractice it can be made as fine as may be 
desired by narrowing the slit. 

A source of light may vary in constitution in its various 
parts, as in the case already mentioned of the electric spark 
in air. The various parts may be examined by admitting the 
light from them in turn to the slit of the spectroscope. Hut 
the following more convenient method has been used by 
Lockyer: The source is placed at some distance from the slil, 
and by means of a lens an image of it is formed on the slit, 
'rhe light proceeding from the various i)oints of the .slit is then 
ihat proceeding from the various points of some line of the 
source. And if this varies in (juality, the spectrum c^bserved 
will not be uniform throughout its breadth ; but each elementary 
strip of it, token in the direction of its length, will correspond 
to some point of the source. Thus if the com|)osition of the 
source varies continuously, we may have certain lines becoming 
fainter and disappearing as we pass across the various longi- 
tudinal strips of the spectrum, 'fhe cross-section of the 
electric arc, taken midway between the poles in which salts 
of metals are being volatilized, may be examined in this way. 
'Fhe result is a spectrum of a series of bright lines, all of 
which cross the centre, but which are of various lengths. 
Thus we have the phenomenon of and sfiurt litm 

in ’he spectrum. 



spectrum Analysis, 315 

The spectrum obtained from a chemical compound has 
different lines from those of its constituents, except when a 
high enough temperature is used to decompose the compound. 
Thus if chloride of calcium is put into the llunsen flame, the 
spectrum produced is that of the salt ; hut if the salt is put on 
one of the electrodes through which a powerful discharge is 
passed, the spectrum of calcium will be obtained. Wc have 
already seen that, by putting a sodium salt into the liunsen 
flame, the sodium spectrum is obtained, since the salt is easily 
decomposed. In the air spectrum, if much moisture is present, 
the hydrogen lines are seen, since the water is decomposed by 
the spark. In the spectrum of lightning, the sodium line has 
been observed, due to the decomposition of the sodium chloride 
in the air. 

'J'herc arc definite spectral lines characteristic of a given 
substance, but a given substance does not by any means always 
present the same spectrum. Thus when we have a certain 
spectrum of lines, continually raising the temperature will 
frequently cause other lines to appear elsewhere in the spectrum, 
'riiis has already been mentioned for sodium. Again, in 
addition to the line si)ectrum, a substance will present, as a 
rule, a spectrum of fluted bands ^ the band spectrum being got 
at a lower temperature. The bands appear, as a rule, to have 
a welbdefined edge on one side, and gradually to fade away 
on the other. But on examining them with a spectroscope of 
great dispersive power, each band is seen to consist of a nmnber 
of lines which gradually get closer together as the sharp edge 
is approached. 

The lines characteristic of a given substance are not always 
lines of definite refrangibilitics. Certain circumstances may 
cause these to widen out. In general, it is increase of i)ressuu^ 
which produces this effect, the spectrum becoming more con- 
tinuous as the density of the substance is increased. Increase 
of intensity of the electrical discharge producing tlie spectrum, 
however, will also have the effect of widening the lines. 

Absorption Spectra. — We have next to consider the way 
in wliich certain (qualities of light are absorbed by certain 
bodies. An incandescent vapour which gives off vibration of 
a definite sort also readily absorbs that particular sort of 
vibration. This may be illustrated by the following experiment : 
Suppose a continuous spectrum from a very bright source to 
be obtained ; and then place between the source and the slit 
a Bunsch flame or spirit-lamp flame containing sodium vapour. 
This vapour would of itself give in the spectrum a bright 
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yellow tint ; but in the present case a line will appear in the 
place corresponding to the sodium line, but dark as compared 
with what surrounds it. In the same way, if white light from a 
source of high temperature is allowed to pass tirrough any 
va])our at a lower temperature, and to form a spectrum, we 
obtain a reversal of the lines characteristic of the vapour, 
that is, dark lines in the place of the usual bright ones. 

Stokes has explained this ahsor])tion in this way : A niole- 
culc of a vapour has a definile vibrallon-freqiicnrv, or definite 
vibration-free picncies natural to itself. It can thus emit light 
of definite quality or (]ualitics, and no other. It vibrations in 
the ether of such a quality fall on it, they can set it in motion, 
and it will absorb them ; but if vibrations of a difi’erent tjuality 
fill! on it, they will not influence it, and will not be absorbed 
by it. Just in the same way, a stretched string will emit a 
definite note, that is, of a definite vlbration-freipiency \ and il 
this note is sounded near it, that is, if vibration of this frequency 
is produced in the air, the string is set in motion, but a different 
note will not, as a rule, affect the siring. 

Attempts have been made to explain, on mechanical grounds, 
some other facts connected with spectra. Thus to explain 
why a gas should give a line spectrum, but a solid body a 
continuous one : the gas molecules have definite frequencies 
with which they vibrate. They are seldom in contact with 
each other, and their collisions do not much influence iheir 
rates of vibration. When the molecules arc crowded together, 
however, their natural vibrations are interlered with, and the 
vibrations which they emit into space are of all freciuencies 
Again, starting with a gas in a state of great tenuity, it gives a 
line spectrum, the molecules aU vibrating, practically alwa\s, 
in their natural periods. But as the pressure increases, that "is, 
as the molecules are more crowded together, the c9llisions 
bticome more frequent, and the vibrations of the molecules 
more and i^ore affected by them. Or, on greatly increasing 
the temperature, the velocities of the molecules increase, anil 
so does the freriuency of the collisions. In either case, then, 
the vibrations emitted cease to be of so definite a ciiaracier ; 
the quality of the light is more coinjilicatcd, and the lines 
widen. 

Bunsen and Kirchhoff, who v/ere among the first to study 
this subject with care, showed, in 1855, how the spectra emitted 
by substances could be used for their detection ; and pointed 
out what extremely minute quantities could be dciecled with 
certainty by this method. All the alkaline metals, for example, 
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j'ivc characteristic spectra which are easily obtainable from 
salts of them, and which are very useful in detecting their 
presence. This method of determining the presence of a 
substance is called spectrum analysis. 

One of the chief results to which spectrum analysis has 
led has been the investigation of the constitution of the atmo- 
spheres of the sun and other heavenly bodies. The pure 
spectrum obtained from the sun is not continuous, but is 
crossed by a multitude of dark lines. 'Fhese lines were closely 
nhserved by Fraunhofer, and are called Fraunhofer’s lines. 
'These lines have been denoted by letters of the alphabet, 
I)eginning with A in the red, by which they are generally 
known. Thus there is a double line called the 1) line in the 
yellow, exactly coinciding with die double line given by sodium 
vapour. They are clue to absorption. The radiation coming 
Irom the intensely hot body of the sun has to pass through the 
sun s atmosphere, which is colder, and our own atmosidiere, 
before reaching the spectroscope. The bodies which it en- 
counters in a state of vaj)Our exercise their characteristic 
absorptions, and so produce the dark lines, Kirchhoff employed 
these lines to detect the presence of certain substances in the 
sun’s atmosphere. Thus he found that it contains iron. For 
on observing the solar spectrum, and the line spectrum of iron 
side by side in the same spectroscope (as may be done by using 
the rellecting prism over half of the slit), he saw the bright lines 
in the latter exactly coincide with some of the dark lines in the 
former. In the same way, sodium and other metals are found 
in the .suiT.s atmosphere. On the other hand, it may be inferred 
with tolerable certainty that certain terrestrial substances are 
wanting in the sun’s atmosphere. Hydrogen is present ; and 
it forms the extreme outside layer, as may be shown by directing 
the slit of the spectroscope to the extreme edge of the surfs 
disc, when the bright lines of hydrogen are seen, 

Doppler’s Principle. — When light falls on the eye or 
the si)ectroscope, the colour and the refrangibility depend 
upon the vibraiioii-frertuency, or number of vibrations arriving 
per second. Now, suppose a source of light to be in motion 
relatively to the spectroscope (say, moving towards it). The 
number of vibrations received per second will not be the same 
as the number emitted by the source, but in the case of 
relative approach it will be greater ; just as the note received 
from the wdiistle of an approaching steam-engine is higher 
than wd^n the steam-engine is stationary, and for the same 
reason. ^ If V is the velocity of light, and v the lelative 
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velocity of approach or of retreat, the number of vibrations 
received per second will be equal to the number emitted by 

V ± 7' 

the source iiuiltiplied by the factor — ^ . 

If, then, there are absorption lines in the spectrum of a 
star, and it has a considerable velocity of approach or retreat 
relatively to the earth, the period of the vibrations in these 
lines will be altered, and they will appear to be slii^htly dis- 
placed from their usual places in the st>ectrum. The spectrum 
will give coloured parts exactly coinciding with the parts of 
the same colour of any other spectrum with which it may be 
compared, because colour is determined when rofrangibility is. 
Only all the absorption lines will be seen to be a little displaced, 
that is, to correspond to slightly different colours. If, then, 
all the lines arc nearly in the same positions as known bright 
lines, but all displaced a little in ^he same sense, we may 
infer that those lines arc due to the presence of known 
substances in the star, and that their displacement is due to 
motion of the star. The amount of displacement enables a 
rough estimate to be made of the relative approach or retreat. 


CHAPTKR XXir. 

/7. UORESCKNC/:. PHOSPHOR ESC ENCh, AXO.VALOi 'S 
H/SPERS/OX. 

When light falls on certain substances, such as sulphate of 
quinine or uranium glass, they exhibit a peculiar bluish colour, 
which seems to i)enetiate some way below the surface. This 
is called fluorescence. When light has produced this cflect 
in a substance on passing through it, it cannot act in the 
same way again on more of the same substance. T.ight of 
certain (jualfties has been absorbed to produce the fluorescence, 
and the remainder has passed through. 'J'o examine what 
qualities of light arc more effective for the purpose, a spectrum 
may be cast on a screen, and a piece of a fluorescent substance 
moved along the spectrum. Thus if a test-tube of sulphate of 
quinine is held in the light, and moved up the spectrum from 
the red end, it shows no peculiarity till the blue is reached, 
when the peculiar shimmer exhibited in sunlight appears, 
and increases as it is moved further along, remaining till the 
substance has been carried to some distance beyond the 
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extreme visible violet of the spectrum. Other fluorescent 
substances would show similar results. Thus it is the rays of 
the blue end and ultra-violet rays which produce fluorescence. 
In tliese experiments prisms of quartz should be used to 
produce the si^ectrum, because glass absorbs a good deal of 
the ultra-violet radiation. 

'lo explain the cause of the phenomenon ; consider that 
when mdiation falls on a body, in general tlie effect is to 
heat it up, so that in a short time the body begins to radiate 
heat, that is, to emit radiation of long waves, longer than 
those which it has absorbed. In the same way, a fluorescent 
substance i)erforms some sort of absorption of the rays of 
great refrangibility (short wave-length ) that flill upon it, and 
emits them after transforming the radiation, as light of less 
refrangibility. This light, however, as the spectroscope would 
show, is not homogeneous. 

The ])henoinenon of fluorescence has been applied to the 
study of the ultra-violet part of the solar spectrum. Sir John 
llerschel threw the spectrum on turmeric paper, and, in con- 
sequence of the fluorescence of the pai)er, observed a pro- 
longation of the si)ectrum on the violet end. Dark lines, 
similar to the Fraunhofer lines, were observed in this part of 
the si)ectrum. 

Connected with this is the phenomenon of phosphores- 
cence. A substance which continues to emit light alter light 
has ceased to fall upon it, is saiil to phosiflioresce. The 
sulphides of calcium and strontium, in particular, tihosphoresce 
for a very long time — several hours. It can be shown that 
phosphorescent light of a given quality has always been 
produced by bgbt of shorter wave-length. This may be done 
by throwing a spectrum on a screen covered with phos- 
t)horescent material, and observing ’ the colours when the 
light is cut off. It is the rays of high refrangibility that 
jiroducc phosphorescence. 'I'lie rays of low refrangibility 
cannot produce it, but if a substance is only fiiinlly luminous 
by jihosphorescence, these rays will excite it, and cause the 
substance to glow more brilliantly for a lime, but to cease to 
glow altogether more tpiickly than if they had not fallen on 
it, that is, they hasten the emission of the phosphorescent 
light. 

The character of the light emitted by a phosphorescent 
substance when illuminated by various (jualities of light may 
be observed by the following experiment : Throw a horizontal 
spectrum '(with vertical prisms) on a phosphorescent screen. 
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Look at tliis spectrum tliroiigh a prism with its refracting 
edge horizontal. If the screen were not phosphorescent, eich 
])art of the spectrum, emitting light of a definite quality, would 
simjdy appear to be displaced vertically by a definite amount 
depending on the position of that part in the spectrum, that 
is, on the refrangibility of its light. 15ut each part will emit 
light of refrangibilitios ecpial to and less than that which fiills 
on it. Thus each part will give a vertical spectrum limited on 
the side of greater refrangibility by light of the colour which 
falls on it. 

In some substances which show phosphorescence the 
duration is very short. 'lo study the time that it lasts, 
Becqnercl has invented the phosph )roscoi)e. The body is 
I)laced between two discs each having a series of apertures 
that comes opposite it as they rotate. 'I’hrough the apertures 
in one disc it receives light, and through the others it can be 
observed ; but it is hidden from view while light is filling 
on it. By suitably adjusting the discs, the interval lietwecn 
illuminating and observing the body can be Inade very small ; 
and ])hosphorcscence has thus been observed in a great many 
substances 

Anomalous Dispersion. — Most transparent substances, 
like glass, have higher refrangibilily for light the shorter the 
wave-length, and so form spectra of while light in which the 
various colours have definite relative positions. For all 
substances, however, the refrangibility does not increase with 
the wave-length. Some substances produce spectra in which 
certain colours appear in unusual ])Ositions. Iodine vapour, 
for instance, has a greater refrangibility for red than for violet 
light. The anomalous ilisj)ersion of a substance may be 
observed by making it into the form of a ])rism and passing 
‘*vhitc light through it, and observing this light by means of 
a glass prism whose edge is held at right angles to that of 
the first. The light which in the spectrum formed by the 
first prism ^as an unusual position will be seen through the 
second to be broken away from the rest and to form an 
isolated patch. 

The subject has been examined by Kiindt lie finds that 
anomalous dispersion is shown by all substances .showing 
surface colours, that is, appearing of a different colour by 
reflected from what they do by transmitted light. All such 
suh.stances po.ssess strong internal absorption for certain 
colours. The aniline dyes possess these properties^ Kiindt 
has found that, in such a substance, near to an aDsorpiion 
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band, the refrangibility of light just below, that is, on the red 
side of it, is abnormally increased, and that of light just above, 
on the blue side, is abnormally diminished. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

A*. I /X/i O IV S. HA I. OS. 

'rriE phenomenon of the rainbow admits of a tolerably simple 
explanation on the principles of geometrical optics. It is 
caused by the sun’s rays falling on rain-drops, and being 
deviated by them through reflexion and refraction to the eye 
of the observer. Each drop of water, in falling, takes, on 
account of the mutual attractions of its various particles, such 
a form that the area of its surface is the least possible. This 
form is that of a sphere. We shall have to consider, then, the 
action which a sphere of water will exert on rays of light 
which fall upon it. 

Sometimes there are seen in the sky, besides the most pro- 
minent rainbow, others of greater angular radius and less 
brilliancy. It is the first-mentioned which we shall first con- 
sider. It is called the primary rainbow. It is formed by light 
which is refracted into the rain drops, undergoes one internal 
reflexion, and is then refracted out again. An assemblage of 
jjarallel rays of light coming from the sun at S (Fig. 221), and 
falling on a spherical drop with its centre at O, will, after each 
undergoing one internal reflexion, proceed in various directions 
to points E, E', E", etc. If there is a large assemblage of 
drops, they will all behave in the same way towards the light 
falling on them ; and to an eye at a fixed point, E, light wdll bef 
sent along lines parallel to these directions from different 
drops. It appears, then, that the whole of the space occupied 
by drops capable of thus diverting the light to ihfe^ observer’s 
eye will seem to be illuminated. But we shall now see that 
much more light is sent in certain directions than in any others. 
Vor consider all the rays in the plane of the paper (supposed 
to contain the centre of the drop) which have a definite direc- 
tion ; that is, coming from S, and falling on the drop. Each 
of these undergoes, through two refractions and one internal 
reflexion, a definite amount of deviation from its original 
direction.! The ray which meets the drop normally, at A, is 
deviated through two right angles. If we were to examine the 

Y 
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paths of all the rays in turn meeting the surface T U V ... of 
the drop, we should find th.al the deviations which they undergo 
get smaller and smaller until a minimum is reach eel ; and, then 
as we go on to Z, the deviations increase again, flius by the 



principle that when a quantity which is varying passes' through 
a maximum or a minimum value, its variation is indefinitely 
small, it follows that a very large number of rays will emerge 
in or near to the direction of minimum deviation as compared 
with those in any other direction. 'I'lie chief effect produced 
on the eye, therefore, is by the rays which undergo minimum 
deviation. If E denotes the position of an observer’s eye, and 
O any drop such that the line SO. drawn from the sun, makes 
an angle with O E equal to the angle of minimum deviation, 
the observer will receive a considerable quantity of light from 
all drops situated in the same way as O. These drops all lie 
on the surface of a cone having a line through E parallel to 
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S O as axis, and a semi-vertical angle equal to S O E. Thus 
a circular arc of light will be seen, whose centre is at the point 



in the sky immediately 0]3posilc to the sun, and therefore 
below the horizon, and whose angular radius is e(]ual to the 
angle of minimum deviation. 

Hitherto no account has been taken of di [Terences of 
refrangibility of the simple constituents of the sun’s rays. 
But since the refrangibility varies from one colour to another, 
the minimum deviations, depending on refrangibility, will also 
be different. It is for this reason that the appearance is not 
a simple circle of white Uglit, but a group of concentric circles 
of various colours. The minimum deviation increases with 



the rcfran|ibility, hence it is least for the red light and greatest 
\or the viol^. Therefore the angular radius of the red arc is 
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the greatest, and that of the violet the least ; or, at the top of 
the arc the red is highest and the violet lowest. 

The value of the minimum deviation for a given value of /a, 
and for rays which have undergone one internal redexion, may 
be found as follows : Let i and /* denote the angles of incidence 
and refraction of any ray, and D the deviation of it. Then, 
by the accompanying figure, we easily see that — 

D = TT - FOR + 2/ 

= TT - 4;* + 2/. 

The small variation of this quantity must vanish for a small 
variation of /, where we have also the condition - 

sin / = fi sin 

If, then, t/i, dr are corresponding indefinitely small varia- 
tions of i and we must have — 

o “ — ^dr -f 2 diy 
or di = idr : 
and cos idi = /i. cos rdr^ 

2 cos i = /L cos 
And sin / =- ft sin r, 

4 cos‘^ / + sin" / = /i- ; 

or cos“ / = 

3 

From this we can find /, and so r and 1). Tlie angular 
radius of the corresponding arc which is seen is, of course, 

TT — I). 

The angular radii of the red and violet arcs thus found arc, 
according to (llazebrook, 42^ 2' and 40 ’ 17'. 

If rays have undergone any number, //, of internal reflexions, 
we should easily find that the deviation is given by — • 

^ D - ;/(7r — 2r) + 2(/ — /) 

- ;/7r — 2(// + i)r + 2/. 

From this we can find, as above, the value of the deviation 
whose small variation vanishes as compared with that of i ; 
that is, the maximum or minimum deviation, and hence that 
of the angular radius of the arc produced. 

We have seen that light can reach the eye after one 
internal reflexion, and after undergoing any deviation between 
the minimum and t8o°. Thus, althouglu much motfe light is 
-eceived after undergoing the minimum than any other amount 
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of deviation, yet some is received at other and larger devia- 
tions ; that is, from rain-drops lying within the bow ; and the 
space inside the bow appears rather brighter than that out- 
side it. 

The colours of the rainbow are not pure spectral colours ; 
for, on account of the finite angular diameter of the sun, the 
rays coming from it are not all parallel ; and so rays of a given 
refrangibility would not produce a single luminous circular line 
in the sky, but a number of such circles having their centres 
op])ositc to the various points of the sun ; and the aggregate 
of these would be a band of light of the form of a circular arc 
of a finite angular breadth. In the rainbow Ave have the super- 
!)osition of such bands formed by the lights of various colours 
in slightly different positions ; and these overlap, or encroach 
on, each other. 

The secondary rainbow is formed by light which has under- 
gone two internal reflexions. Light which has undergone two 
internal reflexions is deviated by more than two right angles, 
ami of this light the rays which undergo minimum deviation 
reach the eye in far greater number than any others. Here, 
too, the value of the minimum deviation increases with the 



refrangibility, and that for the violet light is greatest, and for 
the red least. But, as these deviations are between two and 
three right angles, it follows that the emergent rays of violet 
light which have undergone minimum deviation make a greater 
acute angle with the rays from the sun than such emergent 
rays of red light. Hence in the secondary rainbow the violet 
ring is outermost, and the red innermost. The values of the 
minimum deviations of the red and violet rays, in this case, 
are 27r j 129° 20' and 27 r — 125” 48'. So that the angular 
radii of tne arcs of red and violet light are 50® 40' and 54° 12'. 
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Since sonic light reaches the eye at other deviations greater 
than these, it follows tliat the part of the sky outside this bow 
will be to some extent illuminated by light that has undergone 
two internal reflexions, 'rims, from what we have already seen 
about the primary bow, the part of the sky between the two 
bows will be darker than that within the jirimary or without 
the secondary. 

Of the other bows, formed by three, four, five, etc., internal 
reflexions, the third and fourth are in that part of the sky which 
lies towards the sun, and are thus rendered invisible by the sun's 
light. The filth is formed away from the sun, but so much 
light is lost in five internal reflexions that it is seldom visible. 

This is the elementary geometrical theory of the rainbow. 
It does not suflice to explain all the phenomena observed ; for 
the primary bow frecpienlly apjicars accompanied by several 
others formed inside and close to «t, and which raiudly become 
less and less brilliant as we pass away from the primary, 'riiese 
arc called supernumerary bows. 'J'hcir explanation was 
first altempted, on the principles of the wave theory, by Young, 
and has been fully given by Sir G. B. Airy. 

In the elementary theory no account is taken of the differ- 
ences in phase of the rays proceeding on emergence from a 
water-drop. We have supposed that their effects are merely 

supert)oscd ; whereas we 
know that their combined 
*0 effect will depend, not 
.Q only on the rays them- 
^ selves, but on their phase- 
differences as well. Now, 
'^A we consider the rays 
Fn.. 22 S. emerging from the drop 

• in various directions, and 

take account of their phases, it is found that, if O A is the 
direction of minimum deviation, a maximum of effect is pro- 
duced in a^ direction OB, slightly above OA, and there is a 
series of other maxima, all smaller than the first, and rapidly 
decreasing, in directions O B, O C, etc., while below O A there 
is no maxirnum, but the effect rapidly falls off. For a given 
cpiality of light, then, the observer's eye is in a position to 
rec’cive the first maximum of effect from certain drops, the 
second from others lying insi ie these, the third from others, 
and so on. And with the composite light from the sun we 
get the supernumerary bows, each of various colours, as well 
as the primary. ^ 



We sec, further, that the full theory leads us to expect that 
the angular radius of the primary bow should be a little less 
than that given by the elementary theory. 

These results of the wave theory have been verified by 
experiment by measuring the angular radii of the primary and 
supernumerary bows formed by a stream of water-drops. 

Halos. 

'rhese are luminous appearances which are sometimes seen 
surrounding the sun or the moon. The complete phenomenon 
is represented in the accompanying figure, which, as well as 
the explanation of halos, is taken from Jamin*s '^Cours dc 












Physique.” It is very seldom that the full appearance, as heje 
represented, is seen at once, or even a great part of it ; it 
much ifiore frequently happens that only a small part is to be 
seen. 'Phe phenomenon consists of (i) two circles, A A'; 
B B', with tlrc sun or moon as centre, having angular radii of 
about 22*^ and 46”, and coloured, being red inside and violet 
outside ; (2) a bright horizontal line, B A M B', which is really 
a portion of a very large circle ; (3) four spots of great brightness, 
at B, A, A', B', the points of intereclion of this line with the two 
circles, — these spots are sometimes railed mock suns or moons ; 
(4) a bright vertical line, 1) C CD' ; (5) horizontal arcs touch- 
ing the circles at D, C, C', IV. 

The gexplanation of these appearances is due chiefly to 
Bravais. Jt is a much more simple explanation than, at first 



sight, would appear to be necessary in the case of so conijjlex 
a phenomenon. 

The atmosphere sometimes contains, and especially in the 
cold mornings of spring and autumn, numerous tiny ice-crystals, 
whose shape is that of a prism, of cross-section 
a regular hexagon, and with end faces at right 
angles to the sides, as shown in the iigure. 
It is the action of these prisms on the light 
from the sun or moon that produces the 
phenomenon. 

Light falling on one of these prisms may 
enter and emerge at two faces inclined at 
6o'', such as A and 11, or at two faces inclined 
at 90" such as A and C. And of the light 
acted on in this way much more proceeds in 
those directions for which the deviation is a 
minimum, in either case, than in any other direction, as in the 
case of the rainbows. 'Die light undergoing minimum deviation 
between the fares inclined at 60'^ produces the smaller circles ; 
and light undergoing minimum deviation between the faces 
inclined at 90° produces the larger circle. 'I'he colouring is 
clue to the fact that the refractive index, and therefore also 
the minimum deviation, is greater for violet than for red 
light. 

l o explain the horizontal and vertical lines, we must notice 
that the prisms, in falling, tend on the whole to set themselves 
in the positions in which the least resistance is offered to their 
motion by the air. Now, among them there will be many 
w'hich are very long as compared with their breadth, and these 
will tend to keep positions in which their side faces are vertical 
and their end faces horizontal ; and there will also be many 
which are very short as compared with their breadth, which 
are, in fact, hexagonal plates in shape ; and these will tend 
to keep thjir end faces vertical. Thus the prisms will present 
many vertical and many horizontal faces ; the former of these, 
by reflexion of the light, i)roducc the line 13 A A' B', and the 
latter, also by reflexion, the line D C C D'. 

From the points A, A', 13, B' a great quantity of light 
proceeds. At these i)oints the circles and the horizontal line 
reinforce each other. But this is not all. Anywhere in the 
circles A -V, B B' the light has undergone minimum deviation 
by refraction at two faces of a i)rism. And there will be a 
very large number of pairs of faces inclined at fio®, with 
refracting edge vertical, in a suitable position to produce the 
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spots A, A' ; and a very large number of pairs inclined at 90®, 
in a suitable position to \ roduce the spots B, B\ 

To account for the curves a a, a' a'. There is a great 
number of plates with their hexagonal faces vertical ; and thus 
presenting pairs of faces inclined to each other at 60*" with 
their refracting edges, or the lines in which the pairs would 
meet if produced, turned in all horizontal directions. The rays 
refracted at the pairs of faces in planes orthogonal to the 
refracting edges give rise to the light from the i)arts C, C. 
'I'he rays which pass in sections oblique to the refracting edges 
are more deviated than those in orthogonal sections, and are 
also turned away further from the vertical planes in which they 
were before meeting the crystals. This accounts for the curva- 
tures of the bright strips a a, a* a\ 

To account for the curves ////, d* d\ There is a large 
number of prisms with end faces horizontal and sides vertical, 
thus presenting pairs of faces inclined at with refracting 
edges turned in all horizontal directions. The rays refracted 
at these pairs of faces, some in sections orthogonal to the 
refracting edges, some in sections more or less oblique to them, 
give rise to the curves d d'd\ 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

7 KVE, 

'PiiK human eye is a ball of nearly spherical shape, capable of 
being turned about in its socket. Its outer shell, D, is com- 
posed of a hard white substance, and is called the sclerotic 
coat. The part of this that is seen between the eyelids ‘is 
what ifi called the “white of the eye.” In the front of the 
sclerotic is an aperture to admit the light, which is closed by 
the hard transparent substance P, called the corfiea ; this is 
in shape like a very convex watch-glass, and its material 
resembles horn. The sclerotic is lined with a thin membrane 
called the choroid coat, which is made very black and 
opaciue by means of a pigment which saturates it. Through 
the sclerotic and the choroid the optic nerve, N, enters the 
eye from the brain. 

Inside the choroid is the portion of the eye which is sensitive 
to light. This is the retina. It is a delicate, almost trans- 
parent, Siembrane, in which the numerous fine filaments of the 
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optic nerve spread out and end by being connected, first with 
ganglion>cells like those of the brain, and next with a number 
of ihiniitc bodies called rods and cones. The rods are minute 
cylinders, and the cones somewhat thicker and in shape like 



Fn,. 2j3. 

a flask. These arc all closely packed on the outer surface of 
the retina and perpendicular to it, and form there whit is some- 
times called Jacob’s membrane. It is on them alone that 
the light produces a direct action after traversing the other 
parts of the retina. 

'I'hc retina possesses the property of continuing to feel the 
enect of light which has acted u]>on it for a short time after 
the light has been removed. This property is generally spoken 
of as the persistence of impressiohs. It may be illustrated by 
many experiments. If a stick be taken from the fire with the 
c^d glowing, and whirled rapidly round, a bright circle, and 
not a single bright spot changing its position, will be jierceived. 
Maxwell’s colour-top for combining colours by making them 
the sectors i)f a rotating disc depends on this ]>roperty. The 
duration of the sensation after the light has been cut off from 
a given part of the retina depends on the intensity of the light ; 
it may amount to a considerable fraction of a second. 

In the front of the eye is the crystalline lens, C. The 
function of this is to throw a real image of an external object 
on the retina. This lens is double convex, being more curved 
behind, or towards the inside of the eye. It is not homo- 
geneous, but its density and refr.irlive index increase from the 
surface to the middle. 'I'liis tends to diminish its rpherical 
aberration, since, in a homogeneous lens with spherical surfaces. 
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the marginal rays are more convergent than llie central ones. 
At the same time, aberration of the marginal rays is by no 
means entirely absent. This may be shown by the following 
simple experiment : Let an object, such as a printed page, be 
brought just too near to the eye for it to be seen distinctly. 
If now a piece of [)aper pierced with a pin-hole be placed close 
in front of the eye, the part of the object in the centre of the 
field of view may be seen quite distinctly with all its detail^, 
although it will appear less bright than before. Hence the 
rays which come from any point of it and pass through the 
I)in-hole arc brought to a true focus on the retina, although all 
the rays from this point which reached the lens before could 
not be so focussed. It follows that the rays which pass through 
the middle of the lens are more convergent than those which 
pass through the marginal portions. 

In front of the crystalline lens is the iris, 1 1, a diaphragm 
pierced with a circular aperture called the pupil, which 
admits light to only a portion of the lens close round its 
optic axis, 'fhe size of the pupil accommodates itself to the 
brightness of the objects looked at; but this action is not 
immediate, — it takes some seconds for it to be accomplished. 
If one goes from bright sunlight into a comparatively dark 
room, objects may be at first invisible, ind after a little while 
become pretty easily discernible as the pupil dilates to suit 
the altered conditions of light. On the other hand, when one 
goes from a dark room into the sunlight, things appear at first 
to be of a dazzling brightness which is painful to the eyes. 

^ 'fhe pupils of some animals, such as cats, consist, in bright 
light, of narrow vertical slits, which are capable of dilating 
considerably in the dark, or if the animal is alarmed or other- 
wise excited. This explains the facility with which these 
animals sec in places where there is very little light. • 

The crystalline lens has the power of accommodation for 
various distances of the object looked at. This is accomplished 
by alteration of the curvatures of its surfaces, and ncncc of its 
focal length. The alteration of curvature is eft'ected by means 
of a muscle, A A, going round the rim of the lens, and called 
the ciliary muscle. The nearer an object is to the eye, the 
shorter has the focal length of the lens to be in order to form 
an image on the retina ; hence the greater must the curvature 
be, and the more must the muscle be contracted. In the case 
of a normal eye, when the muscle is not in action, the eye is 
adapted^for viewing infinitely distant objects, or for bringing 
a parallel jpencil of light to a focus on the retina. 
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Suppose O to be a bright point, too near to the eye to be 
seen distinctly. Let a piece of paper be pierced with two 
pin-holes, and held between O and the eye ; a and h being 
near enough together to allow light from O to enter the pupil 



through both at the same time. Now, the crystalline lens, C’, 
would form an image of O behind the retina, R ; and if the 
paper screen is not used, the rays going to form this image will 
meet a large part of the retina, and O will not be seen distinctly. 
JBut when the screen is interposed, two very narrow pencils from 
O meet the retina in two places, A and IJ, of very small extent, 
and two pretty distinct images of O are seen. A small bright 
object, such as a pin-head on which the light is shining, may 
serve as object, and two images of it will be seen. If, instead 
of two holes in the screen, we pierce several, just as many 
images of the object will be seen. If the object is gradually 
rnoved away, the images approach each other, and at last cpin- 
citle when ♦he object is at the least distance of distinct vision 
from the eye. I then is formed on R. 

Between the cornea and the crystalline lens is a transparent 
fluid called the aqueous humour. .And in the ball of the 
eye, between the crystalline lens and the retina, is a trans- 
parent jell}^ called the vitreous humour. 

In the retina, almost opposite the middle of the crystalline 
lens, is a spot called the yellow spot, in the centre of which 
there is a slight depression called the fovea centralis, or j)it 
of the retina. It is hcie that vision is most exact ; and when an 
object is directly looked at, the eye is turned so that the image 
of the object is formed on this depression. Here the cones 
are smaller and more closely packed ; and no nerve-filaments 
or blood-ye.ssels pa.ss across the pit. The distance between 
two points can be distinguished, if looked at direedy, when 
they subtend an angle of i' at the eye ; for this corresponds 
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to the distance between two cones in the yellow spot 'Hius 
two visible or bright objects, an inch apart, and loo yards 
distant, can be distinguished from each other. 

The yellow spot is less sensitive to weak light than the 
surrounding parts of the retina, bor this reason, if stars of 
small brilliancy, such as the Pleiades, are looked at a little 
obliquely, they produce a more brilliant effect than if viewed 
directly. 

The part of the retina where the optic nerve enters the ball 
of the eye is not sensitive to light, because there the rods and 
cones are wanting. This S[)ot is called the blind spot. It 
is situated a little to the inside of the centre of the retina, or 
yellow spot. I'he blind spot is about large enough to conceal 
an object an inch in diameter held at a distance of ten inches 
from the eye. It may be recognized by the following experi- 
ment : Make a black mark — a circular black spot of one inch 
diameter, say ; hold this at about a foot from the eye, and then 
run the eye along the paper from the mark horizontally in wards,- - 
that is, if using the left eye, to the right ; if the right eye, to the 
left. When the eye reaches a point about three inches from 
the spot, this disappears, and comes into view again on looking 
still further along. 

Besides the blind spot, there are other parts of the retina 
which do not perceive light, 'Phis is caused by the blood- 
vessels crossing the retina. 

It may be thought that the blind spot would form a serious 
inconvenience ; but, on the contrary, its existence is not, as 
a rule, perceived, and can only be recognized by some such 
experiment as that which has been described. Indeed, it was 
not known that such a spot existed until Mariotte made special 
experiments to determine the condition of the eye as regards 
sensitiveness to light at the place where the choroid and Jacolfs 
membrane are wanting. This he did to ascertain w^hether it is 
the choroid or the retina that perceives light ; bi^t, of course, 
we know that such experiments would be inconclusive, because 
at this spot the sensitive portion of the retina is absent as well 
as the choroid. 

From what has gone before, we see that the picture of 
external objects which is formed on the retina is clear and 
distinct in all its details only in one very limited portion, 
namely, the part formed on the yellow spot. The rest is, as 
It were, only roughly indicated ; and has besides one large gap 
in it co^esponding to the blind spot, and several smaller ones. 
Hence there can be obtained at once a clear impression of 
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only a very limited portion of what is looked at, that portion, 
namely, towards which the gaze is directed. Of the rest, some 
is seen indistinctly, and jiortions not at all lUit it is the por- 
tion towards which the eyes are directed that the attention is 
for the time concentrated upon, and that portion is all that we 
wish to see distinctly at once. What we see of the rest is 
enough to give us an idea of how the part we are gazing at 
is situated relatively to it. And that the whole is not seen 
with equal distinctness at once is amply made up for by the 
facility with which the eyes can be turned from point to point. 
'I'he gaps in tiie picture are no impediment to vision, for, as 
we have seen, their very existence cannot be recognized with- 
out the help of special experiments. I’urther, it is possible 
that the mere muscular exertion, slight as it is, of turning the 
eyes from one point to another, assists in directing the attention 
to a new object. 

Astigmatism. — A small pencil of light entering the eye 
is acted on by the optical arrangement formed of the cornea, 
the crystalline lens, and the aqueous and vitreous humours ; 
and such a pencil will only be brought to a true geometrical 
focus in the vitreous humour, or at its boundary, that is, on the 
retina, if this arrangement is symmetrical about an axis, and 
the pencil passes along it ; otherwise it gives rise to an astig- 
matic pencil with two focal lines formed at different distances 
behind the crystalline lens. Now, in most eyes there is some 
want of symmetry in the optical arrangement ; the curvatures 
of the cornea and lens may be different in ilifferent directions, 
or there may be some want of centring of the cornea with 
respect to the lens. In the normal eye the errors arc not 
sullicient to produce any appreciable effect. But if these 
errors are excessive, indistinct vision is caused. The most 
otvious practical result of this defect is that two intersecting 
rectangular straight lines (nauiely, those parallel to thC: focal 
lines of the^astigmatic pencil produced) could both be seen 
distinctly, but not at the same time. 

To lemedy this defect, cylindrical spectacles are employed, 
in which the surfaces of each lens are portions of large 
cylinders with axes parallel to each other. Such a lens would 
render a pencil with a point-focus astigmatic. If a lens, then, 
is selected capable of producing the proper amount of astig- 
matism, and held before the eye in the ])roper position (that 
is, with the axes of its surfaces parallel to the more distant 
focal line of the astigmatic pencil that would be formej in the 
eye), it will produce such a degree of a-tigmatisTn in an 
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incident pencil that this will give rise to a pencil with a point- 
focus in the vitreous humour. 

Chromatism. — The eye is not free from chromatic aber- 
ration ; but this defect is not perceived with ordinary light, 
because the rays of intermediate refrangihility are so much 
brighter than the extreme rays. It can, however, be demon- 
strated by the following experiment described by Helmholtz : 
Take a piece of glass coloured with cobalt oxide. This cuts 
off the middle part of the spectrum, and lets through only red 
and blue light. liOok through this at a bright light, such as 
a street-lamp, from a distance. There will be seen a red flame 
surrounded by a bluish-violet halo. 

'rhe chromatic aberration of the eye may also be recognized 
by the following simple experiment ; Look at a narrow bright 
object, such as a gas-flame seen edgeways from some distance. 
Now place a screen (the hand will do) close in front of the 
eye, with its edge t)arallel to the object, and so as just not to 
conceal it. This will cause the light from the object to enter 
through the side of the pupil onl)'’. The rays will then be 
deviated by different amounts— the blue most, the red least. 
The blue rays will go towards the side of the retina on which 
is the image of the edge of the object turned away from the 
screen ; and this edge will appear to be coloured blue. I'he 
other edge will be coloured red. 

The same thing can be shown in a slightly different 
manner by looking at a window bounded by a straight-edge, 
and holding a finger close in front of the eye, and so that tlie 
image of its edge comes close ui) to that of the edge of the 
window. A bluish or a reddish tinge will be perceived along 
the edge of the window', according as the linger is held so 
as nearly to cut off the view of the window or of the v'a\l 
bounding it. 

Tho image, formed on the retina, of an object looked at 
is an inverted one ; but it is the impression of an jtrect image 
that is always conveyed to the brain. I'his has frequently been 
felt as a difficulty in the tlieory of ^ ision. But it is to be 
observed that the picture on the retina gives an accurate 
impression of the relative distances from each other of the 
parts of the object looked at and the parts of the observer, 
such as his hands, which arc to be seen in the field of 
view; and it is a matter of experience which part of the 
picture corresponds to above and which to below'. The 
retina has learnt by experience where to expect to feel the 
effect qf\he upper part of an object, and where that of the 



336 Light. 

lower. Further than this, so far as we know how the impres- 
sions are conveyed from the retina to the brain, there is no 
more reason to expect the impression of an inverted picture 
than that of an erect one. 

When one lool.s at an object, the crystalline lenses must he 
focussed for the distance of the object, and the optic axes 
of the two eyes must be directed towards it, the degree of 
convergence of the axes increasing with the nearness of the 
object. These two circumstances afford the means of forming 
an estimate of the distance of the object, when the distance 
is not very grt^at ; but, for great distances, both the focussing 
of the lens and the convergence of the eyes are practically ;///, 
and thus do not assist in forming an estimate of the ilistance. 
Of course, it frequently happens that other circumstances help 
one in judging a distance, such as seeing objects of approxi- 
mately known dimensions in the field of view. 

Here may be mentioned the errors sometimes made with 
regard to the sizes of object, when circumstances lead to 
their distances being wrongly estimated. Thus in a clear 
mountain atmosphere, distant mountains arc thought to be 
nearer than they are, and consequently are judged to be 
smaller than they are. And objects seen in a fog sometimes 
appear to l)e of enormous dimensions, because, being seen in- 
distinctly, they are thought to be further off than they are. 

Binocular Vision. — If we look at a group of objects 
with one eye, the appearance perceived is very much like that 
of a flat picture of the object, only that the eye can form some 
estimate of the distances by means of the focussing of the 
crystalline iens. But if both eyes arc used, the case is quite 
difl’erent. We now appreciate much more clearly the solidity 
or depth of the field ; and this is the great advantage of 
vision with two eyes over vision with one. It must be noticed, 
in the first place, that, though a picture is formed on each 
retina, yet (jnly one impression is conveyed to the brain. To 
each point in one retina there is a corresponding point 
in the other ; and when the two images of an object are formed 
at corresponding points, as is in general the case, the pictures 
produced overlap, and only one is perceived. Now, in looking 
at a solid object with both eyes — for instance, the hand held 
edgeways in front of the face — it is not quite the same picture 
that is j)erceived by the two, because they see it from diflerent 
points of view. But if it were a flat picture of the object that 
is viewed, the two appearances presented would be the same 
(wxcept for slight differences of the distances of th j various 
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parts). Hence, if we consciously compared the ])ictures 
formed on the two retinaj, we should infer the solidity of 
the object ; and this is the impression unconsciously conveyed 
to the brain. When the two eyes arc directed towards one 
of the objects in the field, there will be formed double images 
of other objects, that is, images not at corresj)onding points 
of the retime. If a finger is held up before the w'all, to the 
two eyes it will be seen to cover two different parts of the 
wall ; or, if the wall be looked at, two indistinct and shadowy 
images of the finger will be observed before difTcrent parts 
of it. This, however, forms no obstacle to distinct vision ; the 
object which is directly looked at -forms a single picture for 
the brain. The pictures of the other objects are formed on 
parts of the retina where they are not so distinctly seen ; and 
their being double merely creates the impression of solidity 
in the whole field of view. 

The stereoscope is an apparatus by means of which the 
combined action of the two eyes in viewing solid objects is 
well illustrated. Two photographs of an object or group of 
objects, are taken from slightly dilforent points of view — the 
jiositions that the two eyes may occupy in looking at it. 
These are then viewed, one by each eye, so that each eye 



obtains just the same view that it would have of the actual 
object. The essential part of the stereoscope which enables 
this to be done properly consists of two prisms of small 
refractinj angle, which are placed before the eyes with the 


338 Light. 

refracting edge turned inwards, so that each photograph appears 
somewhat displaced towards the other, and the images of 
the two, as seen through the two prisms, overlap ; also the 
surfaces of the prisms are slightly convex, so that they also 
act as convergent lenses, and produce magnified images 
of the photographs at a greater distance than tliese from the 
eyes. The accompanying figures represent the stercosi:opc 
and a cross-section of its two prisms. 

If the stereoscopic views of a solid gcometiical figure, such 
as a cube, be placed in the apparatus, so that the view for 

the light eye comes be- 
fore the left, and vice 
7'trsiiy then the impres- 
sion obtained will be 
that ol a hollow figure, 
for each eye tlicn actually gets the view it would have if the 
two looked directly at a hollow figure. A solid cube standing 
on a Hat surface would appear like a hollow cubical recess let 
into the surface. 

When the normal eye is at rest, that is, when the ciliary 
muscle is not acting to increase the convergence and diminish 
the focal length of the crystalline lens, it is focussed for infinite 
vision, or parallel rays of light coming along the optic axis 
will be brougiit to a focus on the yellow spot. And such 
an eye can witli ease bring to a focus on the yellow spot a 
pencil of light coming from a point at any distance between 
infinity and about ten inches before the eye. That is, the eye 
can see distinctly objects at all distances between these limits ; 
that is to say, the images formed are distinct, and not blurred, 
but tliey will, of course, if the objects are loo far off, be loo 
small for details to be distinguished. When an eye cannot 
udjust itself for viewing objects at such distances, vision must 
be regarded as defective. The defects :ire of two sorts, 
according as the eye cannot see objects w'hich arc far off or 
those wLicfi are close to it. 

Some eyes cannot bring a parallel pencil to a focus on the 
retina. Even when the eye is quite at rest, its focal length 
is Ijo short, and the focus of such a pencil is formed in front 
of the retina ; or we may say that the retina is too far away 
from the lens. This defect generally diminishes with advancing 
•age. It is called myopia, or myopy, or, in ordinary language, 
“short-sightedness.” To correct it, we must notice that the 
eye can only adapt itself for tolerably divergent pencils ; and 
for viewing a distant object, that is, f.)r rrcciviij'^ p?ncils 
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of liillc divergence, a divergent or concave lens must be used. 
Hence the use of concave spectacles and eye-glasses by the 
short-sighted. An eye having this defec t can generally see 
distinctly objects much closer to it than the least distance of 
distinct vision for normal eyes. 

Some eyes cannot see distinctly objects which are near. 
For them the difliculty arises that when an object (such as 
a printed page) is held far enough off to form a true image 
on the retina, this image is too small for its details to be 
recognized. Such an eye is incapable of bringing to a focus 
on the retina a pencil coming from a point aU the ordinary 
least distance of distinct vision. The focal length cannot 
be made short enough by the action of the ciliary muscle. 
This defect generally comes on or increases with advancing 
age. It is due to a hardening of the crystalline lens ; so that 
the ciliary muscle is unable to give it sufficient curvature and 
a small enough focal length. It is called presbyopia, 
presbyopy, or presbytia, or, in ordinary language, “ long- 
sightedness.” To correct it, notice that the eye cannot adapt 
itself for a pencil of much divergence ; thus these pencils 
imisl bo made less divergent, and a converging or convex lens 
must be used. Hence the use of convex spectacles by the 
long-sighted. 

For a person short- or long-sighted, if wc know the greatest 
or the least distance of distinct vision, it is a matter of simple 
calculation, from the formula for thin lenses in combination, 
to calculate with sufficient accuracy the focal lengths of the 
spectacles reciuired — in the first case to produce a combined 
focal length equal to infinity, and in the second eiiual to about 
ten inches, or whatever distances may be required. 


Kxamples. 

1. A ^vl•ecn with a smr.ll hole in it is held before the eye, within tlio 
least distance of distinct vision, and against a good light. 4 >eL\veen this 
and the eye, and very close to llie eye, is held a veiy small object, siuh as 
a pin-he:ul. A Ifirge, blurred, and inverted image of the object is seen. 
Kxpiaiii this, giving a dingrcain. 

2. The greatest distance at which a short-sighted person can see 
distinctly is 2 feel. \Vhat spectacles does he retpiire so as to see 
objects at very great distances ? and if his least distance of distinct vision 
without the sjicclacles was 6 inches, what will it be with them ? 

3. Find what spectacles must be used by a person w'ho cannot focusT* 
his eyes on an object nearer than 2 feet so as to be able to read distinctly 
at 10 inches' distance. 



340 


Light. 


CHAl'TKR XXV. 

RELATIONS HETIIEE.V LIO/IT A.V/i ELECTRICITY. 

We shall now point out sonic of the relations that exist 
between magnetic and electric actions on the one hand,' and 
light on the other. 

Faraday discovered that if plane polarized light is passed 
through a transparent substance in a magnetic fielil, the plane 
of polarizatirti is, as a rule, rotated. 'I he rotation is greater 
the smaller the angle between the direction of the rays and 
the lines of force, and disai)pcars when these two directions 
are at right angles. This action on light may be shown in the 
following manner : A strong electro-magnet is fiirni shed with 
pole-pieces having holes through them in a line with each 
other so as to allow the light to pass. Jletwci*n the poles 
is yilaccd a ])iecc of very dense glass, and two Nicols arc 
placed in the path of a beam of light passing through the 
two holes and the glass, one on each side of the arrangement, 
lleforc making the current in the electro-magnet, the iKtsition 
of the second Nicol is found for which the light coming from 
the first is (luenched. If then, the current is established so 
that the glass is in a magnetic field, the light will reappear, and 
the second Nicol must be rotated to again extinguish it. The 
sense in which the plane is rotated depends upon the positive 
direction of the lines of force of the field. If the field is 
reversed, as may be done by reversing the current in the 
electro-magnet, the sense of roLition is rev ersed. Thus for 
light travelling along the lines of force one way the rotation 
js right-handed, and if it travels in the opposite way the rotation 
is left-handed. In this way a substance in a magnetic field 
behaves differently from an ordinary rotating substojice such 
as fjuartz.* From this property it follows that the rotation 
produced in a beam can be increased by reflecting it to and 
fro along the lines of force of the field. For suppose the 
beam is passed along the lines of force, and then reflecteil 
back and along again. If the rotation in the first i)ath is 
right-handed, that in the second is left-handed, and therefore 
.,in the same sense in space as the first, and that in the third 
is again riglit-handed ; so that the entire amount of rotation 
. is three times as much as for a single passage through the 
medium. If the beam were reflected to and fro through a 
rotating substance such as cpiartz, the rotations wou^ i cut each 
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other out two and two, and the entire amount of rotation 
produced in the end, there being an odd number of passages, 
would be only that due to a single passage- 

Verdet. has investigated the laws of the rotation of the 
plane of polarization in a magnetic field, and has found that 
it depends on the substance through which the light passes, 
and is proportional to the length that it traverses, to the 
intensity of the field, and to the cosine of the angle between 
the direction of the rays and that of the lines of force of the 
field. Putting the three last quantities together, w’e may say 
that the rotation i)roduccd between any two points in a ray 
is proi)ortional to the difference of magnetic potential between 
those points. 

Another action of magnetism on light was discovered by 
Dr. Kerr. If plane polarized light be reflected from the 
l)olished pole of a magnet, the plane of polarization is rotated. 
This may be shown by using an electro-magnet. If, with the 
current off, the position of the plane of pedarization of the 
reflected beam is found, then when the current is started 
the ])lanc is found to be rotated. 

Dr. Kerr also discovered that if a transparent insulating 
medium be subjected to a strong electrical stress, it becomes 
doubly refracting. 'I'liis may be shown by passing a beam 
of plane polarized light through the medium in a direction 
at right angles to the electrical lines of force, when the beam 
will emerge clliiUically polarized. 

Dr. Hertz of the University of Bonn, and other physicists, 
have performed numerous experiments on electrical vibrations, 
which show that these vibrations behave in many respects 
like those which constitute light. Consider first how such 
vibrations can be obtained. Suppose two oppositely chargetj 
electrical conductors to be brought near to each other; the 
space bptween and surrounding them is in a state of electrical 
stress. If the electrical difference of potential between the 
conductors be suddenly destroyed by discharging them to 
each other, the electrical stress is removed, and a >vavc of 
electrical displacement passes out into space, just as if a 
stretched string is pulled a little on one side at a certain 
])oint, and then this point suddenly let go. When the con- 
ductors arc discharged to each other, however, this is not al^^ 
that happens, but tlie electrical charge surges to and fro from 
one to the other, making several oscillations, gradually de- 
creasing Jn intensity till the potentials of the conductors are 
equalize.c\ In consequence of this a series of waves of 
% 



electrical displacement passes out into spaco. 'Flie i)criod 
of these waves, or thj freciuency with which they pass any 
given point in space, will depend iii)on the si/e, form, and 
general arrangement of the conductors, the period heing the 
san e as thot of the oscillations of the charges on the con- 
ductors. Now, if the conductors are continually charged and 
discharged, as may be done by connecting them to the 
terminals of an induction-coil, such series of waves follow 
each other in rapid succession. 'The waves being obtained 
in this way, the next step is to have some suitahle apparatus 
for detecting •their presence at any point in spu e, 'riiis is 
called a receiver. The one usuall) employed hy Hertz was 
a ring of wire with a small air-gaj), the size of the ring heing 
adjusted so that the period of oscillation of a charge from 
one side of the gap to the other round the ring is the same 
as that of the vibrator^ consisting of the arrangement of two 
conductors w'ith a sf^ark between them. When the 
receiver is suitably placed and the size of the gaj^ adjusted, 
it will show sparks on the passage of waves past it from the 
vibrator. 

The electrical weaves will be reflected if they are made to 
fall on a conducting surface as on a sheet of metal fastened 
to the wall ; and by the help of this phenomenon the wave- 
length can be determined. For if the receiver is placed in 
the way of the direct and reflected waves, it is found that 
at certain points there is no sparking, 'fhis indicates a state 
of stationary vibration of which these points are the nodes, 
the distance between two consecutive ones being half of a 
v'avc-length. Again, the vibration-period is determined from 
the known constants of the apparatus. "J'hus the velocity of 
propagation is found. 

Other experiments have been made by Hertz and others, 
also depencling on states of stationary vibration, to deterininc the 
velocity ofrpropagation of electric disturbances along a wire. 

'J’ne best of these experiments have shown that electrical 
disturbances are projjagated both in air and tiirough wires 
(the propagation through a wire being really that through the 
space surrounding iij with a velocity which is, within the limits 
of experimental errors, the same as tlie velocity of light. 

#• We have noticed that the vibrations can he reflected from 
Tiietallic surfaces ; and, by means of a curved mirror formed 
of sheet-metal, the spark-gap of the vibration being situated 
in the focus, the weaves can be concentrated or gathered up 
along a definite direction, as in the case of light, j 



Relations between Light and Electricity. 343 

Again, by using a very large prism of pitch, Hertz found 
that the waves could be refracted through this substance, it 
being tramparent to them, in the same way as light waves 
are refracted through glass. 

Kxperiments indicate that the electrical vibrations are 
transverse to the line along which they travel, like those of 
light ; and indeed, since these vibrations are found to travel 
along a line at right angles to the spark-gap, the manner in 
which they arc generated indicate that they are transverse, 
for the acti{.n by which they are produced at the si)ark-gai) is 
one which takes place at right angles to the line ctf propagation, 
and not in the line of propagation, as when sound-waves are 
generated. The recciw r works best with its spark-gap parallel 
to that of the vibrator, and shows no sparks at all when the 
two gaps are at right angles. This indicates that the action 
has reference to some plane through the line of propagation, 
and is not the same relatively to all such jdanes. Again, if a 
grating of parallel wires be placed in the way of the waves, it 
will produce no effect on them when the wires are at right ' 
angles to the spark-gap, but will intercept and reflect them 
when the wires are ])arallel to the spark-gap. 

All these experiments show a striking resemblance between 
light-waves and waves of electrical disturbance ; and it is 
extremely probable that the two are just the same in kind, the 
only difference between them being the enormously greater 
frcvjueiK y of vibration and shorter wave-length in the case of 
the light-waves than in the case of such electrical waves as 
have hitherto been produced by such experiments as we have 
noticed. ^I'lie waves transmitted from a spark-gap may be 
com])ared with those of light in which the vibrations are all 
in the same direction ; that is, with those of polarized light. « 

The velocity with which light-vibrations arc transmitted 
throiigb a medium is inversely proportional to jts index of 
refraction, ft , ; that is, the index of refraction for tibrations of 
the given period. Let us consider on what the velocity of pro- 
pagation of electric vibrations will depend. The velocity of 
propagation ihiough an elastic medium of a disturbance which 
consists of a disiflacement of part of it relatively to the neigh- 
bouring parts, is given by the formula V - being tbs 

density of the material displaced, and E the elasticity which is 
called into play by the displacement. The elasticity which 
acts in Ahe ])ropagation of a transverse displacement is the 
ri^idity:\ln the given case of electric vibrations the elasticity 
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is the electrical stress acting per unit of electrical displacement 
transversely to the line of propagation of the vibrations, or in 
the direction of the spark-gap. 'Fhis tjuantity varies from 
one medium to another according as the electric,al inductive 
action for given electrii al forces varies , tliat is, according 
as the specific inductive capacity varies. Now, ai'cording 
to Maxwell’s theory, the si)eciric inductive cai)aiity, K, 
of a medium is simply proportional to the electric disjdaco- 

ment, or strain, produced by a given stress, 'riuis I*'. =c 

r 

And therefore V Ilcncejaswe pass from one medium 

to another we should expect to find, arc ording to this reason- 
ing, that ft is proportional to Now, the constants /t and 

K ibr the standard metlium, air uiuk‘r standard conditions, are 
both taken to lie unity. Hence the relation between them for 
any medium whatever is /x = 

Maxwell supposed light to be an electro magnetic action, 
and he gave the relation fi = before the existence of 
electric waves was demonstrated by experiment. 'I he agree- 
ment between the values of /x and lor different media is 
not very close, although a certain amount of correspondence 
is found between them. 'Fhe discrc])ancy is to be explained 
by the fact that for most media p dei)ends iij>on the wave- 
length, and it can only be experimentally lielermined by 
optical methods for \ery short wave-lengths. If its limiting 
value could be found — that is, for wave-lengths which are 
practically infinitely great, there would no doubt be then a 
much closer agreement, since for vciy long waves in any 
nv-diuni the veh^city of propagation should be proportional 
to Vk. 
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On tiik Relation he'iween thi: I'RicriTxtss of an 
OlJJECr AND THAT OF ITS 


If an object siluatccl in a medium of refractive index /t forms an 
ima;*»«^ by mc\'iiis of rays refracted through any number of surfaces 
and finally into a medium of index fi, the luminosities, 1. 1'. of 
ol)Ject and image, satisfy the relation — 


suj)posing no light to be lost l)y reflexion at the surfaces or by 
absorption in the media. • 

This is generally pro\ed, in the case where the pencils are not 
all very narrow and along an axis of revolution of the refracting 
surfaces, by showing that if this relation did not obtain, we could 
get an image brighter than the object by view ing this through a 
suitable combination of lenses - a result which would be contrary 
to experic nee. fhe following direct proof may, however, be given 
for pencils of any sort : — 

\Ve notice first that if a small luminous surface sends a certair. 
cpiantity of light to a second small surface, for the second to send 
llie same (juaiUity of light to the first it must lie equally bright 
with it. For if .v,, .v. are the areas of the two surfaces. Ip L their 
luminosities, U the distance between them, and 0p 0., the inclina- 
tions of their normals to the lights which they send to each 
Ollier arc - . 


cos <'os fl., . hA-pf. cos cos 
and --- 


And for these to be equal, I| - L. * 

Now lei . 1 - be a small area of an object in a medium of refractive 
index Mp and let it send out a sheaf of rays which is refracted 
across the surface K T into a second medium of index The 
cone of rays from s converging to the point K is refracted into a 
cone of dillerent solid angle. If / and ;* arc the ar»gles of incidence 
and refraction at R, the angular breadths of these solid angles in 
the plane of refrartion aie and their angular bieadths^t 

right angles to this plane are pioportioiial to sin /, sin r. 

Now' - • 

ju, sin / = /ijj sin /•, 
cos iiii = Ml* cos 7 dr. 
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Anil if the solid angles arc - 

itf, di sin / _ M/* '' 

ta, /// sin r /u,- c (H i 

>7o\v let Ti be the luminosity of .v, :in<l I . tliJJt of the siirf.u c K I 
as seen in the medium by the lij^ht cominji orij^mally liom .v. 



I, is the luminosity RT must have to semi bark to a* the same 
amount of light as .v sends to it that is, as RT srmK on into /u*. 
If is the area of the surface R T, the ijiianlitie« of light receivctl 
and sent on by U arc — 

I,A',w, cos 7*, and I.jVjWj *^qs ;; 

And these arc ec[ual. 'I'hus from .above — 

Jn the same manner, the luminosity of the second surface across 
which the rays pass, as seen in the third medium of index /u», is 
j)i-oporlional to ; and so on. 

It the rays ftn passing across the last surface form .a true "image 
of j, so that Tlie combination of surfaces is apl.anatic for a\ the 
briglitncss of this image is llie same as that of the last surface ; 
for it subtends the same solid angle at the point of view as the 
portion of the surface which sends the same (|uanlity of light lo 
the point of view. 'I'hiis, if /*, are the refractive indices of the 
medium in which the object is and that in which the eye is which 
sees the image, and I, V the luminosities of the object and iimige— 

1 : r ^ 



ANSWERS TO EXAMPLES 


I. 

1. 2.J ffct ; 3I fed. 


2. 

4 - 

5 


5CJ cms. 

27 ‘5 luarly. 


Indiiieil ti> the lino j< lining it to the point at an an^lo whose sine is 


TT 

4 * 


H. 

3. 3*92 nns. ahcnit. 

O'l' feel. 

S- ""‘Jn inches. 


ni. 

I. 3’37 inches nearly. 

2 i*5<'»i3 about. 

4. 'rhe Centro of the };h»be, its real position. 

Syciu — 321*" “* TS 

3. At clistaiic*’ / .. * , from same face. 

04 ,u‘- 47 a* + 3 

( 1 . I inches. 


13*7 :in<l yC 7 cins. about. 


V. 


o-oooG crn.s. 


XII. 


XXIV. 

1 . Focal lenijlh 2 feet ; 8 inches. 

2. Fc'c.al lcnj;th — I7i inches. 
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AliDK, 139 

Aluriatioii, chromalii*, ill 

of c\ccntric ray |Jii'>sini; llirougli 

lens, 01 

t)f pencil refracted at plane 

sin face, Sy 

, splicrical, 34, 76, 87 

Ahncy, 305 

Absorption spectra, 315 
Accoinniuilation, 331 
Achiomalic conibinatioiis, 106 
line, 2S7 

Achiouuuisiii in lens, conditions fui, 
loS 

Aiiy, 326 

Anj»lc ol ineiilence, 15, 40 

of retlexion, 15 

of refraction, 40 

Anomalous ilispcrsion, 320 
Aperture of objective, 142 

, numerical, 145 

A[)lanatic foci, 93 
A<jueous liuniour, 332 
255 ’ 

Astigmatism, 76, 334 

Eaiu net’s compensator, 280 
Ileain, 3 
Uecquerel, 320 
liinocTilar iiiierosc(qH;, 148 

vision, 336 

Hi -plates, 192 
Hi-prism, 191 
lii-ipiaEtz, 294 
IJliiKl spot, 333 
Hoscovicli, 133 
Houguer’s pliotometer, 11 
IJradley, 163 

Jirewster, Sir David, 23, 270 
Hrightiiess of image, 136, 143, 303 
Hroch, 293 
Hrusb, ^7 

Bunsva\)hotometcr, 1 1 


I Camera obscura, 5 
I Cassegrain, >54 
Caustic curve, 95 
surface, 95 

by refraction at plane surface, 

'.>7 

Centre of lens, 65 

of mirror, 22 

Choroid coat, 329 
Chromatic aberration, 103 
Chromatism, 335 
Ciliary muscle, 331 
Circle, least, of aberration, 93 

of least confusion, 94 

Circularly polarized light, 277 
Coloui, 302 

-blindness, 310 

box, 304 

• -equation, 304 

-patch appaialiis, 305 

top, 303 

Colours by inleifcrence, 22b 
C'ombination of thin lenses, 72 
C»miplemcntary colcuirs, 309 
Composite chaiarter of light, 98 
Conjugate foci lor lens, 60 

for mirror, 26 

for juism, 54 

for spheiical surface, 58^ 

Converging lens, 61 

mirror, 27 

(.'ornea, 329 
Cornu's prism, 291 

spirals, 223 

Cosines, law of, 7 
('ritical angle, 46 
Crystalline lens, 330 
Curvature of image, 120 

Defects in images formed by 
lenses, 113 

by mirrors, 120 

Descartes, 40 
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3SO 

Deviation I 3 
DifTraclion, 201 

wilh circular aperture, 219 

disc, 222 

edge, 203 

grating, 213. 218 

slit, 206, 209 

— wire, 208 

DitYiisiun, 14 
rings, 239 

Direct-vision spectroscope, 312 
Dispersion, 101 
l^ispersivc power, loi 
Displacement by pKite, 48 

of bands, 195 

Distortion, 117 
Diverging mirror, 28 

lens, 56, 63 

Doppler’s principle, 317 
Double refraction, 242 i 

Doubly refracting crystal, 243, 261 | 

I 

Klasticity ellipsoid, 263 
Klectricity and light, 340 
PIliipsoidal mirror, 36 
Elliptically polarizetl light, 275 
Emission theory, 178 
Equivalent lens, 72 
External conical refraction, 267 
]t)xtraordinary ray, 245 
Eyt, 3*9 
Eye-pieces, 130 

Faraday on rotation of plane of 
polarization by magnetic held, 340 
Field of telescope, 151 
Fizcau, 164, 197 
Flatness of held, 120 
Flu^escencc, 318 
Focal length of lens, 60 

f of mirror, 26 

, dete^inalion of, 36, 73 

Focal lines, 76 * 

— by refraction at plane 

surface, 79 

— by reflexion at spherical 

surface, 79 

by refraction at spheiical 

surface, 81 

— — by refraction through a 

{Hate, 82 

— by refraction through 

])rism, 83 

of oblique centrical pencil 

through lens, 85 


Focus, 26, 60 
Foucault, 166, 197 
Foucault’s prism, 253 
Frchiicl on diffraction, 202 

on interference of iwlaiized 

light. 255 

Fresnel s bi-pnsin, 19 1 


mirrors, 190 

rhomb, 277 

theory of double refraction, 


■ of reflexion and refraction 


of polarized light, 271 

of rotation of plane of 

]iolarization, 296 
Fulncias, 303 


Gkompitrical optics, 1 

shadow, 4 

Glnzebrook, 248 

Graphic construction of images for 
lenses, 68 

for mirrors, 30 

Gregory’s telescope, 153 


Hadley’s sextant, 159 

Half-period elements, 183, 204 

Halo, 327 

Hamilton, 268 

Hcliostat, 159 

Helmholtz, 135, 139, 309 

Ilcrschcl, 153 

Hertz, 341 

Hue, 303 

liuyghens’s construction for re- 
fracted ray, 249 

eye-piece, 132 

— wave-surface, 245 


Iceland spar, 242 
Illuminating power, 10 
Images, 15 
Immersion, 142 
Index of refraction, 46 

, absolute, 51 

Intensity, 10 
Interference, 185 

bands or fringes, 187 

— - of polarized light, 255 
Internal conical refraction, 268 
Inverse squares, law of, 6 
Iris, 331 

Irrationality of dispersion, 105 
Irregular reflexion, 14 , 

Isochromatic curve, 287 ^ , 
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jACOi**s membrane, 330 
j amines compensator, 200 

rerractumeter, 199 

Jcllctt’s prism, 289 

Kaleihoscoi’E, 20 
Kerr, 341 
Kuiult, 320 

Langley, 219 
Lateral inversion, 16 
Laurent's hnir-.'.hade, 291 

saccharimetcr, 300 

Least distance of distinct vision 
129 

Lenses, 55 

, formula for, 59, 60 

, thick, 123 

Lctlieliy's photometer, 1 1 
Lloyd on conical refraction, 268 
Idoyd*s mirror, 189 
Luminosity, lo. 303 

MAtLNiKiCATiON : Icnsc?, 70 

— mirrors, 32 
Magnifying power, 130 
Malus, 247, 270 
Mariotte, 333 
Maxwell’s colour-box, 304 

— colour-top, 303 
Michelson, 168 

Mictoiiietcr eye-piece, 14S, 193 
Microscope, 139 

Minimum deviation produced I 
prism, 52 . 

Mirror, 13 

, ellipsoidal, 36 

, parabolic, 39 

— spherical, 22 
Mixed plates, colours of, 241 
Mock suns and moons, 327 
Molecular rotatory power, 299 
Monochromatic light, loo, i8| 
302 

Multiple rcilexions, 17 
Myopia, 338 

Negative crystal, 250 
Newton's emission theory, 178 

experiment on sunlight, 98 

rings, 235. 

scale of colours, 236 

telescope, 153 

Nicol's jl^sni, 251 


0HJKCT1VE,-141 

Optic axis, 250, 266 
Optical bench or bank, 37, 192 

length, 185 

Ordinal y ray, 245 

Parauolic mirror, 35 
Pencil, 2 
Penumbra, 5 
Periodic motion, 171 
Phase, 173 

angle, 174 

Phosphorescence, 319 
Phosphoroscope^ 320 
Photometers, ii 
Photometry, 10 
Physical optics, 2 
Pile of plates, 271 
Plane of incidence, 13, 40 
Plane of polarization, 244, 260 
at right angles to vibra- 
tions, 260, 269 

of reflexion, 13 

of refraction, 40 • 

Planes of unit magnitication, 126 
Poggendorfs method for angular 
deflexion, 21 
Polarization, 242, 270 
I Polarizing angle, 270 
I Pole of mirror, 22 
; Positions of images for lenses, 65 

for splierical mirrors, 29 

Positive crystal, 250 
Poynting, 293 
y Presbyopia, 339 
Presbytia, 339 
Primary colours, 308 
' Principal axis of mirror, 22 

! focus ; lens, 60 

I — — mirror, 26 

, plane of rhomb, 243 

; section of pri^i, 50' 

Prism, 49 • 

\ i Pupil, 331 
• Purity, 303 

Quadrant, 159 
t^uarter-wave plate, 279 

Radiating surface, 8 
Ragged edge, 147 
Rainbow, 321 
Kamsden eye-piece, 134 
Ray, 2 

Real image, 16 
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Rectilinear propagation of light, i, 
182 i 

Reflexion, 13, iSo 
— , laws of, 13 
Refraction, 38, 181 

, laws of, 40 

Refractive index, 40 

^ expression for, with 

prism, S3 

, relative, 42 

Refracting angle, 50 

edge, 50 

Rcfractomeler, 198 
Retina, 329 
Reversal of lines, 316 
Rodion’s prism, 254 
Rocnier, 162 
Rossc, 156 

Rotation of plane of polarization, 
288 

Rowland, 219 
Rudherg, 25 1 
Jiumford’s photomcler, Ii 

Sacciiarimetry, 29S 
Saturation, 303 
Sclerotic coat, 329 
Screw-collar, 14 1 
Sensitive tint, 294 
Sextant, 159 
Shade, 303 
Shadow cone, 3 

— photometer, ll 
Shifiing by plate, 49 
Silbennann’h hcli<iJ>tat, 160 
Simple colours, 302 

— harmonic motion, 171 
Sines, law of, 40 
Sirtgle-ray velocity, axis of, 266 
— • -wave velocity, axis of, 266 

^Singular directions, 259 
Snell, 40 ^ 

Soleil’s .sacchari meter, 30 1 
Solid angle, 9 
Spectral colours, 302 
Spectrometer, 157 
Spectroscope, 31 1, 312 
Spectrum analysis, 311 


Spectrum, pure, 99 

, secondary and tertiary, 105 

, solar, 99 

Spherical aberration, 34 

mirrors, 22 

, formula for, 25, 27 

Stereoscope, 337 
Stokes, 269 
Stop. 147 

Supernumerary rainbows, 326 

Telescope, astronomical, 149 

, (Galileo’s, 152 

, reflecting, 153 

Thick lenses, 123 

plates, interferences of, 238 

Thill plates, colours of, 226 
Tint, 303 

of passage, 294 

Ttnie, 303 

Total internal reflexion, 45 
'J'ourmaline, polarization by, 253 
True image, 23 

, Undulatory theory, 178 

Veloc'ITY of light, 162 

' of propagation, 176 

Verdet, 341 
Vibration-period, 172 
Virtual image, 16 

* object, 26 

\'itreous humour, 332 

Wave- FRONT, 179 • 

I length, 176 

I determination of, by dif* 

! fraction grating, 217 

. motion, 170 

I surface, 261 

i theory of light, 177 

Wollastoirs prism, 254 

VoUNCr, 202, 309, 326 
Young- Helmholtz theory, 309 

Zone-plate, 222 
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